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FOREWORD

This peer-reviewed book brings together interdisciplinary studies in the field of social sciences, addressing themes such as religion,
history, leadership, digital transformation, education, migration, literature, ethics, and intercultural communication. The contributions

examine contemporary social, cultural, and organizational issues through analytical and multidimensional perspectives.

By presenting original and rigorously reviewed research, this book aims to contribute to the academic literature and to offer new
perspectives on current social and ethical challenges. The studies emphasize human values, societal responsibility, and intercultural

dialogue, highlighting the enduring significance of social sciences.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to Izmir Katip Celebi University, TUBITAK, Yarmouk University (Jordan), the Feder-
ation of International Student Associations (UDEF), the Izmir International Student Association, the Ilim Yayma Association (izmir
Branch), and ISTAR Consulting for their valuable support. We also thank the members of the Organizing and Scientific Committees,

session chairs, reviewers, and all contributing authors for their efforts in ensuring the academic quality of this volume.
December 2025
Prof. Dr. Murat KAYACAN

President of the Congress Organizing Committee — Editor
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Social Vulnerability And Disaster Risk in
Madagascar: Assessing Exposure And Resilience
to Cyclones And Floods (2020-2025)

Zy Misa Harivelo RAKOTOARIMANANA!
Zy Harifidy RAKOTOARIMANANA?

Abstract

Madagascar is among the most disaster-prone countries in the Indian Ocean, facing recurrent cyclones
and floods that continue to endanger lives and livelihoods. This study assesses the spatial patterns
of social vulnerability and disaster risk across Madagascar from 2020 to 2025 using an integrated
GIS-based framework that combines hazard, vulnerability, and resilience indicators. Cyclone-season
rainfall derived from CHIRPS data represented hazard exposure, while a Social Vulnerability Index
(SVI) was constructed from demographic, economic, and infrastructural indicators including pov-
erty, literacy, population density, and access to roads and health services. Resilience was assessed
using NOAA VIIRS nighttime light changes as a proxy for recovery capacity. The composite risk
map revealed pronounced regional disparities. The eastern regions Atsimo-Atsinanana, and Vatovavy
Fitovinany exhibited the highest risk due to intense cyclone exposure and population density, while
the southern regions Androy, Anosy, and Atsimo-Andrefana remained highly vulnerable because of
weak socioeconomic conditions and limited resilience despite lower hazard frequency. Validation
with EM-DAT disaster data indicated strong correlations between modeled risk and actual impacts (r
= 0.62 for affected population; r = 0.38 for deaths), confirming the model’s reliability. The findings
emphasize that disaster risk in Madagascar is shaped more by vulnerability and resilience than by haz-
ard intensity alone. It is recommended that the government integrate geospatial risk assessments into
the national disaster contingency plan and prioritize resilience building, infrastructure improvement,
and social protection measures in high-risk regions.

Keywords: Madagascar, Disaster Risk, Gis, Resilience, Social Vulnerability, Exposure
INTRODUCTION

Madagascar, situated in the southwest Indian Ocean, ranks among the world’s most disaster-prone
countries. Its location exposes it to regular cyclones, flooding, drought, and landslides with significant
consequences on lives, infrastructure, and livelihood (Zy Misa et al., 2021; World Bank, 2024). The
island nation experiences three or four cyclones annually from November to April, making it Africa’s
most cyclone exposed nation. In 2020 alone, cyclone damage contributed 4.8 percent to GDP, reflect-
ing Madagascar’s high vulnerability to climate risks (World Bank, 2024).
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During the period between 2000 and 2020, Madagascar was affected by 39 major cyclones, including
Eline (2000), Gafilo (2004), and Ivan (2008), which caused extensive human and economic losses
(Rakotoarimanana et al., 2022). The most exposed are still the eastern, northeastern, and southwestern
coasts, with recovery extending over several years. Despite ongoing efforts, Madagascar’s disaster
management remains primarily reactive, prioritizing post-disaster response over proactive planning
and resilience building (Rakotoarimanana et al., 2022).

Recurrent floods, particularly in Antananarivo, reflect chronic urban and local disaster management
weaknesses. Although flood risk assessments are conducted, their application in policy and planning
is minimal, leaving the people with poor adaptive capacity (Zy Misa et al., 2024). In addition, en-
vironmental degradation and poorly planned land use further escalate exposure, while initiatives to
achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 12 and 13 are plagued by weak policy implementa-
tion and poverty-environment dynamics (Harivelo and Harifidy, 2022).

These challenges highlight a critical knowledge gap: while hazard trends are extensively document-
ed, social resilience and vulnerability are not well quantified and spatially analyzed. Regional vari-
ation in exposure, sensitivity, and recovery capacity is known best to provide effective disaster risk
reduction and sustainable development (Andriamanalinarivo et al., 2019).

This study addresses this gap by developing an integrated GIS based framework to assess cyclone and
flood risks in Madagascar from 2020 to 2025. It (1) spatializes rainfall for the cyclone season as an
exposure index to hazard, (2) develops a Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) for identifying vulnerable
populations, and (3) analyzes nighttime light variations as a proxy for resilience and recovery capaci-
ty. By combining these spatial indicators, the research delivers a comprehensive national overview of
disaster risk and identifies priority areas for strengthening resilience and preparedness.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This study integrates climatic, socioeconomic, and remote sensing data to assess the spatial distribu-
tion of cyclone and flood risks in Madagascar between 2020 and 2025. The methodological frame-
work follows a multi-criteria GIS based risk model, combining hazard, vulnerability, and resilience
layers into a composite Risk Index. All spatial analyses were conducted in QGIS 3.40, using raster
normalization and overlay analysis.

Conceptual Framework
The study applies the commonly used disaster risk relationship:
Risk = Hazard X Vulnerability X (1 — Resilience) (1)

which conceptualizes risk as a function of hazard intensity, the vulnerability of exposed populations,
and their resilience or capacity to recover (Birkmann, 2006; Cutter et al., 2008; IPCC, 2014).

Data Sources and Preparation
Three core datasets were developed for integration:
Hazard (Cyclone-Season Rainfall)

Cyclone-related rainfall data were extracted from CHIRPS (Climate Hazards Group InfraRed Pre-
cipitation with Station data) at a 0.05° (~5 km) resolution. Monthly rainfall from December-March
(DJF) for 2020-2025 was aggregated in QGIS using the Raster Calculator to represent seasonal rain-
fall intensity.

The raster was normalized to a 0—1 range following the min—max scaling method (Morss et al., 2011):
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H_Hmin
Hn.orm = 4 (2)

Himax—Hmin

where H is rainfall intensity in mm.
Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)

The SVI was constructed using a set of demographics, economic, and infrastructural indicators de-
rived from WorldPop, World Bank, UNDP, DHS Madagascar, and HDX/WHO. Indicators include
population density, poverty rate, literacy rate, distance to roads, and distance to health facilities.

Each layer was normalized between 0 and 1, and literacy was inverted because higher literacy reduc-
es vulnerability. The SVI was then computed using a weighted mean approach (Cutter et al., 2003;
Flanagan et al., 2011):

SVI = 0.3P,ym + 0.3P0porm + 0.1Liny + 0.15R,0rm + 0.15H,0rm  (3)

The weighting scheme is grounded in established SVI methodology, where indicators are assigned
unequal weights based on their relative influence on vulnerability rather than being treated equally.
Population density and poverty were given the highest weights (0.3 each) because empirical evidence
from Madagascar and sub-Saharan Africa consistently identifies these factors as the strongest deter-
minants of exposure, socioeconomic fragility, and disaster impact. Accessibility to roads and health
services received moderate weights (0.15 each) since they influence evacuation capacity, service
availability, and emergency response but exert a secondary effect compared with poverty and popu-
lation concentration. Literacy was assigned the lowest weight (0.1) due to its more indirect and long-
term influence on vulnerability. To ensure robustness, a qualitative sensitivity check was conducted
using alternative weighting combinations. The spatial pattern of high vulnerability, particularly in the
southern regions, remained consistent across scenarios, confirming that the selected weights do not
distort the SVI outcome.

Resilience (Nighttime Light Change)

Resilience was assessed using NOAA VIIRS (VNP46A2) nighttime light data for 2020 and 2024 as
a proxy for economic recovery and adaptive capacity (Liu et al., 2023; Qiang et al., 2020). The dif-
ference raster (2024-2020) was classified into four resilience categories (1-4), representing recovery
strength.

To integrate with the risk model, the raster was normalized and inverted so that lower resilience cor-
responds to higher risk:

R—Rmin
Ripy =1 - R —R . (4)
Risk Integration and Classification

All layers were resampled to a 1 km resolution and aligned to WGS84. The composite Risk Index was
generated in QGIS using raster algebra:

Risk = Hrwrm X SVInorm X Ri.‘rw (5)

This formulation allows each component to contribute proportionally to total risk (Birkmann, 2006;
IPCC, 2014). The resulting values ranged from 0 to 0.5 and were classified into five categories: very
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low, low, moderate, high, and very high.
Validation Approach

The reliability of the composite risk model was evaluated through quantitative validation using his-
torical disaster impact data from the EM-DAT database for 2020-2025. Regional mean risk values
were correlated with total deaths and total affected people using Pearson’s correlation coefficient, to
assess the degree of agreement between modelled risk and observed disaster outcomes. Additionally,
a spatial comparison was conducted to confirm that high-risk regions correspond to areas of greater
recorded impacts from cyclones and floods.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Cyclone-Season Rainfall (2020-2025)

The map reveals pronounced regional disparities in rainfall patterns during the cyclone months (De-
cember-March). The southern and southwestern regions, particularly Androy, Anosy, Atsimo-An-
drefana, and Menabe show very low rainfall values (< 0.2), corresponding to arid and semi-arid cli-
matic zones. These areas experience recurrent drought conditions and limited water availability, even
during the cyclone season, which can exacerbate agricultural stress and food insecurity.

Conversely, the northeastern coastal regions, notably Sava, Analanjirofo, and Diana display high to
very high rainfall intensity (> 0.6-0.8). These regions lie along Madagascar’s cyclone landfall cor-
ridor, where storms from the Indian Ocean make initial impact. Orographic uplift along the eastern
escarpment further enhances precipitation in these zones. Meanwhile, the central highlands Vakinan-
karatra, Amoron’i Mania, and Bongolava register moderate rainfall (0.4-0.6), reflecting a climatic
transition between the humid east and dry west. Overall, the map captures the country’s strong east-
west rainfall gradient, providing a baseline for understanding cyclone-related hazard exposure.

Figure 1 illustrates the spatial distribution of cyclone-season rainfall intensity in Madagascar between
2020 and 2025, normalized from O to 1.

Cyclone Season Rainfall 2020-2025
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Figure 1. Cyclone-Season Rainfall Map of Madagascar (2020-2025)
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Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)

The normalized Social Vulnerability Index (SVI), which integrates demographic, economic, and in-
frastructural indicators, reveals significant north-south disparities in vulnerability levels. Figure 2
shows that the southern and southwestern regions, particularly Androy, Anosy, Atsimo-Andrefana,
IThorombe, and Menabe are marked in dark red, indicating very high vulnerability (>0.8). These areas
are characterized by extreme poverty, low literacy, sparse infrastructure, and limited access to health
and transportation services, which collectively increase social exposure to disaster impacts.

In contrast, northern and eastern coastal regions such as Sava, Diana, and Atsinanana appear in green
to light yellow, indicating low to moderate vulnerability (< 0.6). These areas benefit from relatively
better infrastructure, education, and economic diversification, which enhance their adaptive capacity.
Figure 2 therefore emphasizes that social vulnerability in Madagascar follows a clear geographic
divide, with the south emerging as the most socioeconomically fragile region. This distribution has
direct implications for targeted disaster risk reduction and poverty alleviation programs.

Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)

Normalized Vulnerability (0-1)
Very Low Vulnerabiity (<= 0.2000]

I Low Vuilnerablity (0.2000 - 0.40000)

| Moderate Vulnerability (04000 - 0.6000)

I High Vunerabiity (06000 - 0.8000)

I Very High Vulnerability (> 083001

230 500 km

Figure 2. Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) Map of Madagascar
Resilience (Nighttime Light Changes)

The spatial distribution of normalized and inverted resilience, derived from changes in NOAA VIIRS
nighttime light intensity between 2020 and 2024, shows that most regions of Madagascar fall within
the low resilience category (0.6-0.8). Because the resilience layer was normalized and inverted prior
to integration, higher values in the map represent lower recovery capacity and therefore contribute
more strongly to disaster risk. This inversion ensures that resilience follows the same directional logic
as vulnerability in the composite model, allowing areas with weak adaptive capacity to be accurately
reflected as higher risk inputs. As a result, the widespread areas classified as low resilience in the
inverted index correspond to regions where limited economic stability, poor infrastructure, and weak
service access significantly heighten overall risk.

Figure 3 illustrates this pattern clearly, with extensive orange shading that highlights slow recov-
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ery potential and constrained adaptive capacity following cyclones and floods. Only a few localized
zones, particularly around Antananarivo (Analamanga) and parts of Atsinanana and Diana, exhibit
relatively better resilience levels. These areas correspond to major urban and economically active
coastal regions where improved electricity access, market connectivity, and public services support
faster recovery.

Despite these pockets of higher resilience, the national pattern remains largely homogeneous and
weak. The limited spatial variation indicates that development gains are uneven and that structural
challenges such as poor road connectivity, limited electrification, and institutional fragility continue
to hinder post disaster recovery across much of Madagascar. This underscores the importance of
incorporating resilience into the risk framework, as low recovery capacity remains a major driver of
disaster risk even in regions with moderate hazard exposure.

Resilience (Nighttime Light Changes)
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Figure 3. Resilience Map of Madagascar (Nighttime Lights Change, 2020-2024)
Composite Disaster Risk (2020-2025)

The composite risk map (Figure 4) combines cyclone-season rainfall (hazard), the Social Vulnerabil-
ity Index (SVI), and the resilience index derived from nighttime light changes, revealing pronounced
regional disparities in disaster risk.

High to very high risk zones, red to dark red (0.3-0.5) are concentrated along the eastern coastal cor-
ridor, particularly in Atsimo-Atsinanana, Vatovavy Fitovinany, and in several western and central re-
gions, including Melaky, Bongolava, and parts of Itasy and Betsiboka. These areas exhibit both high
climatic exposure and elevated social vulnerability, with limited resilience capacity. The eastern coast
represents Madagascar’s primary cyclone landfall zone, where intense winds and torrential rainfall
frequently cause flooding, infrastructure damage, and livelihood disruptions. Conversely, high-risk
western regions such as Melaky and Betsiboka experience compounding vulnerabilities, poor infra-
structure, limited institutional response capacity, and low resilience despite moderate rainfall expo-
sure.

Moderate risk zones ,orange (0.2-0.3) are identified in Sofia, Amoron’i Mania, and parts of Menabe,
where hazard intensity is moderate but vulnerability remains significant. These transitional areas
indicate that even medium-level climatic hazards can lead to substantial disaster risks when social
fragility and exposure intersect.
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Low to very low risk regions, light to dark yellow (0-0.2) dominate the southern most (Androy and
Atsimo Andrefana) and Boeny, Alaotra-Mangoro and Analamanga regions. Despite the south’s high
social vulnerability, its relatively low rainfall and storm frequency reduce its overall composite risk
index. In contrast, the northwest benefits from stronger resilience indicators and lower hazard expo-
sure, which help mitigate risk levels.

Taken together, the results highlight a critical paradox: regions less frequently exposed to cyclones
are not necessarily safer, as their weak adaptive capacity and socioeconomic fragility magnify the
consequences of even moderate hazards

Composite Disaster Risk 2020-2025
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Figure 4. Disaster risk map of Madagascar (2020-2025) derived from normalized rainfall, social
vulnerability, and resilience layers

Validation of the Composite Risk Map

Validation was conducted to assess the accuracy of the composite disaster risk map in reflecting actual
disaster impacts across Madagascar. Regional mean risk values derived from the integrated hazard,
vulnerability and resilience model were compared with EM-DAT disaster impact data for the period
2020-2025, specifically total deaths and total affected people. The correlation analysis revealed a
strong positive relationship (r = 0.62) between mean risk and the number of affected people, and a
moderate positive correlation (r = 0.38) between mean risk and total deaths (Table 1).

These findings indicate that regions identified as high or very high risk such as Atsinanana, Vatovavy,
and Analanjirofo also experienced the largest numbers of affected populations and higher mortality
during cyclone and flood events. The correspondence between modeled risk and observed impacts
supports the robustness of the GIS based framework. Minor inconsistencies are likely due to differ-
ences in spatial scale and data aggregation in the EM-DAT records, which combine multiple events
per region. Overall, the validation confirms that the composite risk model provides a reliable repre-
sentation of disaster risk patterns in Madagascar and effectively captures areas of concentrated human
and socioeconomic impacts.

Table 1. Pearson correlation between composite risk and disaster impact indicators (2020-2025)
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. . Pearson Correlation Relationship .
Variable Pair Interpretation
(r) Strength
Mean risk- Total . Regions with higher mean risk tend to record moder-
0.38 Moderate positive .
deaths ately higher deaths.
Mean risk- Total af- . Higher mean risk values are strongly associated with
0.62 Strong positive
fected people a greater number of affected people.
CONCLUSION

This study applied an integrated GIS based framework to assess cyclone and flood risks in Madagas-
car from 2020 to 2025, combining hazard, social vulnerability, and resilience indicators. The results
reveal strong spatial disparities: the eastern regions Atsimo-Atsinanana, and Vatovavy Fitovinany,
emerge as the highest risk zones due to recurrent cyclone exposure and dense populations, while the
southern regions Androy, Anosy, and Atsimo-Andrefana remain highly vulnerable because of socio-
economic fragility and weak resilience despite lower hazard intensity.

Validation using EM-DAT data showed a strong correspondence between modeled risk and observed
disaster impacts, confirming the robustness of the composite risk map.

Reducing disaster risk in Madagascar requires targeted resilience building, improved infrastructure,
and social protection in the south, alongside stronger early warning and preparedness systems in the
cyclone-prone east. Local governments should integrate geospatial risk assessments into the national
disaster contingency plan to enhance preparedness and guide resource allocation. Future research
should incorporate climate projections and community level data to refine vulnerability mapping and
improve adaptive planning.
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Spirituality For Sale:
Alexey Solovyov’s Critical Approach

Abibulla MUMDZHTI*

Abstract

In his book The Age of Burned-Out Superheroes: How Self-Development Became a Cult, and Why
the Pursuit of Happiness Has Trapped Us, Alexey Solovyov interrogates contemporary cultural
trends. He argues that capitalist “hustle” culture, the cult of success, and the logic of self-branding
undermine human relationships, love, self-esteem, and spirituality. This article examines Solovyov’s
critique of contemporary spirituality, focusing on commercial self-development courses, online gu-
rus, and subscription-based psychological applications. His ideas are analysed through the framework
of religious philosophers such as Leibniz, Shestov, and Kierkegaard, as well as critical theorists —
most notably Guy Debord, Gianni Vattimo, and Jean Baudrillard. Solovyov maintains that modern
culture intensifies burnout by overlooking the complexity of human existence. Whereas Christianity
and ancient Greek philosophy recognized the intellectual and spiritual dimensions of life, contempo-
rary culture tends to ignore the profound need for authentic spiritual fulfilment. The result is a pseu-
do-spirituality shaped by market logic, in which even well-intentioned authors and gurus reduce faith
to a commodified practice. This study argues that philosophy and religious traditions can provide
resources for resisting such reduction. Leibniz’s theodicy, Shestov’s rebellion against rational neces-
sity, and Kierkegaard’s leap of faith point to existential aspects of belief that cannot be substituted by
consumerist models of happiness. In this sense, Solovyov’s critique illuminates the tensions between
postmodernity, and the commercialization of faith, offering insights into how genuine spirituality
might survive in an age of burnout.

Keywords: Spirituality, Faith, Religion, Postmodernity, Commercialization of Faith.
INTRODUCTION

Solovyov examines contemporary cultural pathologies through a diverse theoretical lens, engaging
with authors including Nassim Taleb, Guy Debord, Jean Baudrillard, Byung-Chul Han, Michel Fou-
cault and many others. His approach synthesizes critical theory, postmodern philosophy, and cultural
criticism to diagnose the commercialization of human existence. This article reconstructs Solovyov’s
critique while extending his analysis through dialogue with existential and religious philosophers
particularly Kierkegaard, Shestov, Leibniz, and Spinoza — whose concepts of faith, theodicy, and the
limits of reason illuminate the spiritual dimensions of his argument. Where Solovyov diagnoses the
crisis, these thinkers provide resources for understanding what authentic spirituality might mean in
resistance to market logic.
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After the collapse of the great narratives — Christian, Muslim, and Soviet— many individuals were
left facing a spiritual and existential void. In the post-Soviet world in particular, liberalism and cap-
italism were expected to serve as a form of salvation: a universal remedy for meaning, purpose, and
cultural development. Yet instead of fulfilling these expectations, late modernity deepened the sense
of disorientation, producing not freedom but fatigue. The expectation that capitalism and liberal de-
mocracy would replace the lost ideological unity of socialism proved illusory. As Pelkmans (2009,
pp. 2-8) notes, the triumph of neoliberal capitalism functioned as a “seductive but surprisingly empty
ideology,” leaving individuals disoriented and spiritually adrift. After the collapse of socialism, neo-
liberal reforms and market logics came to permeate every sphere of life, including religion, creating
a new “Global-Market” spiritual regime (Gauthier, 2022, pp. 179-181).

This article examines Solovyov’s critique of contemporary spirituality through the framework of ex-
istential philosophy and critical theory. It argues that authentic spirituality, as conceived by religious
existentialists (Kierkegaard, Shestov), resists commodification through its fundamentally non-ratio-
nal and antagonistic nature. By spirituality, this study refers to several approaches. Firstly, by spiritu-
ality we refer to the existential dimension of meaning-making that transcends instrumental rationality
and market logic—what Kierkegaard calls “inwardness” (subjectivity) and Shestov conceives as re-
bellion against Ananke (the inward struggle against ratio in the search for personal faith). Secondly,
following Russian psychologist Y.S. Suntsova, spirituality is understood as “a generic definition of
human existence connected with discovering self-valuable, evident, and necessary meaning” (Suntso-
va, 2009, p. 59), transcending instrumental rationality, logocentrism, and market logic.

The central research question is: Can religious irrationalism offer a viable alternative to technocratic
models of self-optimization and self-branding in late capitalism?

While Solovyov’s diagnosis of commodified spirituality is compelling, his analysis remains primarily
descriptive. He identifies the mechanisms of commercialization but offers limited theoretical tools for
resistance beyond general appeals to “philosophy and religious traditions”. This article addresses this
gap by demonstrating how specific concepts from religious existentialism— particularly Shestov’s
rebellion against necessity and Kierkegaard’s leap of faith—provide concrete philosophical alterna-
tives to technocratic spirituality and the commodification of faith within the Spectacle.

Alexey Solovyov addresses the problem of the contemporary commercialization of human ontology
and life itself. Moving from Solovyov’s views, when a person posts a photo on Instagram, he uncon-
sciously becomes a labourer of the platform — expending mental energy, time, and creativity for the
sake of an algorithmic system that converts attention into profit. Even fitness and well-being have
become market-driven enterprises, promoted and sustained by what Guy Debord called the Specta-
cle. Debord argued that the Spectacle would always find a way to appropriate even the most private
aspects of existence (Debord, 2025, pp. 31-40). Moreover, in the age of the gig economy, every as-
pect of life becomes digitized thanks to IT companies’ strategies. Jaron Lanier highlights that mass
platform obsession is not a mere coincidence but a programmed action (2018, pp. 17-20). Big com-
panies use special algorithms to make a platform so catchy that it is almost impossible not to become
addicted to the platform and its narratives and discussions.

According to Solovyov (2025, pp. 30—35), late-stage capitalism has generated an ideology in which
every dimension of human life can be commodified. Continuing Solovyov’s line of thought, the “gym
influencer”, for instance, is no longer simply an athlete. She markets online training courses, signs
contracts with brands, and transforms her own body into an instrument of promotion. In this process,
she ceases to be a person and becomes merely a product—one among countless faceless simulations,
devoid of inner meaning and coherent purpose. We argue that thousands of people invest their time
into the digital Spectacle by promoting lifestyle, gym culture, and physical form. The end goal is not
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health, authenticity, or even money. In this algorithmic pursuit of digital visibility, a person becomes
a victim of a vortex, forgetting why they started the journey in the first place. Baudrillard would de-
scribe this as the passage from representation to simulation, where the boundary between authenticity
and imitation disappears.

Today, a person becomes a slave not to a single narrative but to many IT lords who promote “the cur-
rent thing”. Gym culture is merely one of many trends. Tomorrow, drinking matcha, overworking, or
doing nothing while waiting for welfare might become the next “current thing” to follow.

One of the most important “current” narratives is the belief in positivity and success. Even when it
is unreasonable. Today, as Solovyov argues, it is a trend to create what is called self-brand, promote
it and even commercialize it via social media (Solovyov, 2025, pp. 25-35). Being a mother, a pianist
or even a truck driver can become a brand to promote. Additionally, in the race for the success, flu-
id-career or fluid-identity problem may arise. As Solovyov writes, a pianist may suddenly decide to
become a truck driver, thanks to promoted positivity and dreams of success (Solovyov, 2025, p. 30).
So, the Spectacle devaluates years of apprenticeship in favour of a chance of success. Like it or not,
Nassim’s black swan is not here to cheer risky decisions.

Millions have internalized the belief that self-branding is the key to success. Everywhere on Insta-
gram one encounters “coaches” of every kind — psychological, financial, relational, even spiritual.
Yet if everyone becomes a brand and a guru, it means that no one truly is. The illusion that everything
can be commercialized and everyone can be successful produces enormous psychological strain. As
Solovyov (2025, p. 32) observes, failure becomes statistically inevitable: the majority are destined
to encounter the limits of their own market value. After numerous attempts to achieve “successful
success”, one ends up as what Solovyov calls the burned-out superhero — a person trapped between
exhaustion and the constant demand for self-promotion and the pursuit of unreachable heights. You
cannot change every year your specialization — a cook can’t become an actor without years of ap-
prenticeship. An endless race for a simulation of “success” cannot end in any other way than a failure
and exhaustion.

Even collapse does not free the individual from this cycle of exhaustion. The Spectacle — or, in Bau-
drillard’s terms, the Simulation — does not abandon its subjects; rather, it reintegrates their failure
into the system itself. Online gurus, motivational speakers, and digital charlatans surround the broken
individual, promising redemption while exploiting their despair. Thus, the self becomes both con-
sumer and commodity, imprisoned in a game designed so that genuine victory — authentic spiritual
renewal — is almost impossible for the ordinary human being.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a hermeneutic-comparative approach. The comparative method juxtaposes Solo-
vyov’s cultural critique with concepts from critical theory (Debord’s Spectacle, Baudrillard’s sim-
ulacrum, Byung-Chul Han’s transparency society) and religious philosophy (Kierkegaard’s leap of
faith, Shestov’s rebellion against necessity, Leibniz’s theodicy). The hermeneutic method interprets
how these philosophical frameworks illuminate the crisis of spirituality in digital capitalism. Primary
sources include Alexey Solovyov’s recent work (2025) and classical philosophical texts, analysed
through close reading and conceptual synthesis. This study operates within the intersection of exis-
tential and religious approaches to spirituality (Suntsova, 2009), focusing on how non-rational faith
resists commodification.

THE MEANINGLESS RACE

The expression “successful success”, widely used in post-Soviet Russia, has rarely been examined in

21




academic literature. We argue that the modern Russian idiom contains two layers of meaning: the first
refers to genuine business achievement, while the second is deeply ironic, expressing scorn toward
those who pursue the unattainable. In the contemporary Russian digital sphere, numerous influencers
with millions of followers — such as Anastasia Ivleeva, Yury Khovanskiy, Sasha Mitroshina, Arsen
Markaryan, and Elena Blinovskaya — promote so-called “self-development” courses and fraudulent
schemes that promise their audiences the path to “successful success.” In the West, Andrew Tate and
Iman Gadzhi likewise promote unrealistic lifestyles and deceive their audiences for profit. Solovyov
critically interprets such “successful success” promotions as part of the wider spectacle of simulated
prosperity: they generate short-term motivation but ultimately result in psychological exhaustion
and burnout among those who internalize the illusion of effortless achievement (Solovyov, 2025, pp.
24-34).

After the dissolution of the USSR, many citizens began striving for quick prosperity, not realizing
that the West, South Korea, Japan, and even Turkey did not become prosperous overnight. Sustain-
able growth requires time and collective effort. With the fall of the Iron Curtain, Eurasia became
flooded with insincere motivational speakers — both local and foreign. Solovyov cites the case of the
notorious Russian scammer Ayaz Shabutdinov, whose ambitious journey as a trickster and master of
pyramid schemes ended in jail (Solovyov, 2025, pp. 41-42). Also, we should not overlook influential
in the CIS region Western figures such as Dale Carnegie and Robert Kiyosaki, whose empty optimism
turned ambition into ideology.

Solovyov’s insight is clear: not everyone who brands themselves, stay positive and believe in “suc-
cessful success” will succeed. Failure is not an anomaly but a structural feature of the system itself.
He writes, citing Nassim Taleb, that “the economy is built on the graves of those who have lost”.
Drawing on The Black Swan, Solovyov notes that only one percent of startups truly succeeds (Solo-
vyov, 2025, p. 41). Wishful thinking, therefore, becomes dangerous. Still, “successful success” is
heavily promoted by what another infamous influencer, Andrew Tate, calls the Matrix. In truth, this
“Matrix” is Debord’s Spectacle and Baudrillard’s Simulation.

Debord (Debord, 2025, pp. 36-37) writes: “The spectacle presents itself as a vast inaccessible reality
that can never be questioned. Its sole message is: “What appears is good; what is good appears.’ ...
It is nothing other than the economy developing for itself”. For example, when a reasonable person
advises his friend not to invest in a crypto scam, he often hears the response: “Paray1 yapan yapiyor.
Pozitif ol”( in Turkish) — roughly, “Those who make money keep making it. Relax. Stay positive.”
Unfortunately for dreamers, it seems that the Russian influencer Ayaz Shabutdinov and Jordan Belfort
have both found their versions of success and nirvana behind bars.

The Spectacle can overwrite the nature of anything — religion, war, rebellion, even crisis. In Debord’s
vision, Heaven, revolution, or a life freed from Marx’s alienation and Durkheim’s anomie remain un-
achievable. Some form of spectacle always prevails.

As Baudrillard (1994, pp. 5, 12) demonstrates, modern culture no longer mirrors reality but manufac-
tures a hyperreal world where models, images, and signs precede what they represent. The Spectacle
does not reflect life — it replaces it. Like Disneyland, the “imaginary” realms of self-development
and digital success exist to sustain the illusion that something real remains outside them. Solovyov
brilliantly exposes this paradox: even the pursuit of a fit body is absorbed by the market. Health be-
comes an industry sustained by contradiction— the same system sells both fast food and gym mem-
berships. The ideal consumer never truly becomes healthy, forever oscillating between indulgence
and self-discipline, feeding the illusion of progress (Solovyov, 2025, pp. 85-89).

What makes the Spectacle so effective is that we live in a transparent society. Success is displayed
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and promoted everywhere — through Instagram, television, and private coaching. In such an ex-
hausting and performative environment, even the strongest individuals experience inner conflict and
burnout. The Spectacle insists that one can be rich, healthy, educated, well-travelled, and perpetually
self-optimized; yet, as Solovyov and Taleb note, this vision is mathematically impossible.

In chapters seven and eight of his work, Solovyov analyses online gurus who promise solutions for
every spiritual crisis caused by the cult of “successful success”. However, as he shows, these sup-
posed saviours are often charlatans — participants in the same endless race for visibility and vali-
dation. Even when a guru is sincere, the Spectacle itself corrupts the process, turning healing into
a commercial performance. The Spectacle promotes both illness and placebo (Solovyov, 2025, pp.
155-166).

This structural failure is not accidental but intrinsic to the logic of the Spectacle itself, which requires
constant visibility and exposure—a dynamic analysed in the following section.

THE TRANSPARENT SOCIETY: EXPOSURE AS CONTROL

The current Spectacle promotes the exposure of every aspect of our lives — politics, family, educa-
tion, and other dimensions of existence. Moreover, this exposure must be presented in a positive tone,
for being stripped — in some cases literally — now signifies success and positivity. As Byung-Chul
Han writes, this positivity deprives society and individuals from profound happiness because to be-
come really happy, a person or a society must withstand and create a meaning under pressure (Han,
2022, pp.19-20).

Byung-Chul Han (2022, pp. 19-22), in The Transparency Society, makes an observation: genuine
life — and especially meaningful politics — requires opacity, withdrawal, and the protection of inner
space. When every aspect of existence becomes visible, performative, and promotable, depth itself
disappears. As Byung-Chul Han warns, the obsession with positivity destroys interiority and silences
the profound dimension of human experience.

As Gianni Vattimo (2002, pp. 12—17) argues in The Transparent Society, the postmodern world is not
a realm of clarity and enlightenment but of multiplying images and fragmented truths. What appears
as “transparency” through mass communication is, in fact, an illusion of accessibility that conceals
new forms of domination. The more we know, Vattimo notes, the less we understand reality — it dis-
solves into a web of interpretations. What was once the project of Enlightenment reason has become
a market of visibility, where exposure replaces authenticity. Real freedom, Vattimo argues, lies not
in perfect clarity but in “oscillation and multiplicity.” While Vattimo’s reflections on transparency
remain highly relevant, it is worth noting that he wrote before the advent of the digital cacophony that
now defines contemporary media. The constant influx of images and voices no longer merely multi-
plies interpretations, as Vattimo described, but overwhelms the very capacity for sustained attention
or commitment to a single worldview.

Michel Foucault’s concept of the Panopticon helps illuminate the condition of transparency in the age
of social media. In Discipline and Punish, Foucault (1995, pp. 201-202) wrote that “The Panopticon
is a Discipline machine for dissociating the see/being seen dyad: in the peripheric ring, one is total-
ly seen, without ever seeing; in the central tower, one sees everything without ever being seen”. In
Vattimo’s transparent society, surveillance no longer requires guards or walls. Individuals willingly
expose themselves to the gaze of others, thereby constructing a digital panopticon in which self-ex-
posure functions as a new form of control.

Critical examination reveals contradictions in the imperative of constant positivity and overexposure.
If positivity and overexposure are truly so great, why do the guards of the modern panopticon not
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hurry to expose themselves?

Having examined the mechanisms of digital control and hypervisibility, we now turn to philosophical
resources that might resist this reduction—specifically, the religious irrationalism of classical exis-
tential thought.

FINDING MEANING “THE OLD WAY”

Solovyov shows that self-help, mindfulness, and spirituality have been absorbed into the success race.
For instance, the Silicon Valley mindfulness application Calm is valued at over one billion dollars and
actively marketed to corporate clients. The Spectacle (of the late-stage capitalism), he observes, can
monetize anything — even the search for inner peace (Solovyov, 2025, p. 173).

Solovyov urges readers to step outside this race for unachievable success and seek meaning in philos-
ophy and religious traditions. Following his suggestion, we turn to philosophy and religious traditions
to rediscover meaning.

For Plato, happiness or human flourishing (eudaimonia) is inseparable from the harmony of the soul
and the contemplation of the Good. In The Republic, he asserts that genuine happiness arises when
the rational part of the soul governs the spirited and appetitive parts, producing an inner order that
mirrors the cosmic order of the Forms. Happiness, therefore, is not the pursuit of pleasure or material
gain but the state of a soul aligned with the Idea of the Good (Plato, 2018, pp. 140-141).

Aristotle, by contrast, grounds happiness in the realm of action. In the Nicomachean Ethics, he de-
fines eudaimonia as activity of the soul in accordance with virtue. Happiness is not a passive state
but a continuous realization of one’s rational nature through virtuous practice. It is the ultimate end
(telos) of human life—complete, self-sufficient, and chosen for its own sake (Aristotle, 2009, pp. 10-
12). Whereas Plato’s happiness is metaphysical and contemplative, Aristotle’s is ethical and practical,
emphasizing reason’s expression within the polis and the disciplined pursuit of moral excellence.

Humans long for a perfect world, and the Spectacle amplifies this longing by promoting idealized
lives. For both Spinoza and Leibniz, however, the world is not a mistake to lament but a structure to
understand. As Spinoza declares in his Political Treatise, the philosopher’s task is “not to laugh, not to
weep, not to curse, but to understand” (“...I have laboured carefully, not to mock, lament, or execrate,
but to understand human actions...”) (1883, p. 289). This understanding reveals that everything in
existence follows from the necessity of divine nature (Natura naturans). What we call evil or imper-
fection is not a flaw in creation but a limitation of human perspective.

Spinoza’s conatus — the innate striving of every being to persevere in its existence — becomes the
very pulse of being, the proof that life continues to affirm itself despite pain. Spinoza writes: “PROP.
VI. Everything in so far as it is in itself endeavours to persist in its own being. PROP. VII. The en-
deavour wherewith a thing endeavours to persist in its being is nothing else than the actual essence
of that thing. PROP. VIII. The endeavour wherewith a thing endeavours to persist in its own being
involves no finite time but an indefinite time.” (1945, p.91). To live ethically is to align one’s mind
with this necessity. Leibniz transformed this insight into his theodicy, claiming that the world we
inhabit is the best of all possible worlds — not because it is flawless, but because it allows growth
and perfection through struggle (1951, pp. 252-253). Freedom, for both, lies not in rebellion against
necessity but in understanding it.

Shestov, however, rebels against this acceptance. For him, salvation demands a revolt against reason
itself. Through immense suffering and despair — a state he calls groundlessness— the human being
approaches faith (2017, pp. 246-250). Yet just when a person nears this Shestovian leap, digital gurus
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intervene, offering placebos for the very illness they cause. The Spectacle represents itself as rational,
but to find salvation, Shestov insists, one must embrace the antagonistic nature of faith. Those who
will try to rationalize religious faith (what is highly promoted by the Spectacle) will be turned to stone
by Medusa — the petrifying gaze of Ratio and Simulation (2017, p. 41).

Kierkegaard likewise argues that faith requires a leap beyond reason into the absurd. In Fear and
Trembling (Kierkegaard, 2024, pp. 105-106), he distinguishes infinite resignation (accepting loss)
from the leap of faith (believing in absurd restoration). Faith, then, is not resignation but rebellion —
the paradoxical act of trusting the absurd.

As we see, no one among great thinkers of the past promised salvation or success merely for staying
positive. They promised us only intellectual toil and moil.

CONCLUSION

There is only one way to live a life without worry — not to live at all. As Leibniz reminds us in his
Theodicy, we inhabit the best of all possible worlds. Perhaps this is not the comforting ending the
reader expects. Shestov and Kierkegaard understood that the search for the sublime and for salvation
without risk — without the leap of faith — is futile.

What both the religious existentialists and the postmodern critics share is an awareness that salvation
cannot be fully public — it requires distance from the Spectacle.

Plato and Aristotle, in turn, taught that meaning in life does not reside in success but in eudaimonia —
the fulfilment of intellectual and moral purpose, even through acceptance of order, hierarchy, and fate.

As Byung-Chul Han and Gianni Vattimo argue, transparency should not be mistaken for an ultimate
good. It serves, rather, as the ideological instrument of the Spectacle. To seek salvation, one must
withdraw from the Panopticon — the digital prison of constant exposure.

Jaron Lanier has shown that modern social media are meticulously engineered to create addiction
(Lanier, 2018, pp. 18-19). The endless debates and performative conflicts dominating the digital
sphere are not accidental; they sustain the attention economy by keeping individuals visible, pre-
dictable, and controllable. The best way to escape the prison guard’s gaze is to avoid the Panopticon
altogether — even if it means deleting one’s social media presence.

In uniting Solovyov’s critique with the metaphysical intuitions of classical and religious philosophy,
we rediscover spirituality as an act of resistance rather than consumption. Finally, we must recognize
that struggle, pain, and loss are not obstacles to meaning but its conditions. Suffering is inevitable —
it is the price and the proof of being alive.

This study contributes to the discourse on spirituality in capitalism by demonstrating that religious
irrationalism offers conceptual resources unavailable to purely secular critiques of digital capitalism.
While postmodern theorists (Debord, Baudrillard, Vattimo) diagnose the crisis, philosophers (Shes-
tov, Kierkegaard, Leibniz) provide ontological alternatives grounded in non-instrumental concep-
tions of faith. Future research might explore how specific religious communities implement practices
of withdrawal from digital surveillance, or examine empirical case studies of individuals who resist
algorithmic life through religious commitment.
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Abstract

One of the most urgent issues facing the world today is climate change, and Bangladesh is one of its
most vulnerable victims. Natural catastrophes, including cyclones, flash floods, and droughts, are
common in the nation because of its distinct geographic characteristics. Mass displacement and the
emergence of climate refugees are the results of these occurrences, which cause fatalities, damage to
infrastructure, and detrimental effects on livelihoods. Many displaced people go to Dhaka because
they think it has a wide range of job options for different age groups and ability levels. But because
of its severe pollution and overcrowding, Dhaka has already earned the title “A City of Uninhabitable
Living.” The city’s socioeconomic problems have worsened due to the inflow of climate refugees,
placing pressure on housing, labor markets, infrastructure, and basic services. This study investigates
the socio-economic challenges faced by climate refugees, their impact on Dhaka’s residents, labor
dynamics, and urban environment. It also explores whether their presence contributes to social deg-
radation and hinders progress toward SDG 11, which aims to make cities inclusive, safe, resilient,
and sustainable—central to green city planning. Using both qualitative and quantitative methods, the
study draws on secondary data from scholarly publications, books, journals, and national and inter-
national sources. The results show escalating drug use and criminal activity, pressure on resources
like power and clean water, and rising housing expenses. Despite some responders pointing out the
benefits of skilled labor at low salaries, the overall load is noteworthy. The report ends with policy
suggestions for improved regulation and public knowledge that will aid Dhaka in adapting to and
lessening these effects.

Keywords: Climate Refugees, Dhaka City, Sdg-11, Environmental Effect, Labor Market, Socio-Eco-
nomic Effect.

INTRODUCTION

“Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable” is the stated objective
of Sustainable Development Goal 11 (SDG 11). Rapid influxes of climate-displaced people from
rural and coastal regions have become a major obstacle to Dhaka, one of the Global South’s fast-
est-growing megacities, reaching SDG 11 ambitions. According to the literature, floods, river erosion,
salinization, cyclones, and heat are some of the climate-related factors that cause widespread internal
displacement in Bangladesh. The influx of these migrants puts a strain on Dhaka’s housing, services,
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infrastructure, and governance capabilities, creating a vicious cycle that impedes the country’s prog-
ress toward SDG 11. The main study areas, impact evidence, governance limitations, and policy gaps
that have been brought to light in recent studies and publications are summarized here.

The study emphasizes that migration is both an adaptation strategy and a driver of new vulnerabili-
ties. Climate-induced moves are often internal and incremental as well as sudden (cyclones, floods).
Urban destinations like Dhaka are attractive because of perceived economic opportunity and social
networks; yet cities are not neutral receivers -urban infrastructures, land markets, and planning in-
stitutions shape outcomes for migrants and host communities. This literature places SDG 11 at the
intersection of urban planning (housing, transport, basic services) and climate resilience, arguing that
unmanaged inflows directly undermine the “inclusive” and “resilient” dimensions of SDG 11 if cities
cannot expand services and formal housing affordably and equitably.The article aims to examine the
current situation of climate refugees in Dhaka city, exploring how their presence is reshaping urban
life across social, economic, and infrastructural dimensions. It investigates whether climate-induced
migration is posing challenges to achieving Sustainable Development Goal 11—particularly in terms
of inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable urban development. Finally, the article offers policy rec-
ommendations inspired by international practices that could be adapted and implemented in Bangla-
desh to strengthen urban resilience and climate mobility governance.

Bangladesh—A Climate Change Hotspot

At the forefront of global concern, Bangladesh appears as a striking example of a country extremely
vulnerable to the far-reaching impacts of climate change and environmental threats. The country
grapples with a multitude of climatic and environmental hazards, including flooding, droughts, cy-
clones, torrential downpours, tropical storms, saline intrusion, and riverbank erosion (IPCC, 2018).
Bangladesh is highly susceptible to the impact of sea-level rise, with some estimating that the Bay of
Bengal is responsible for 10% of all tropical cyclones in the world (Ali, 1999; Gray, 1985). One of the
top ten potentially vulnerable areas in the world is the coastal zone of Bangladesh (Dasgupta et al.,
2009), which makes up about 32% (47,201 km2) of the country and is home to 29% (approximately
35 million) of the population, with 52% of these households being landless and impoverished. The
coastal belt of Bangladesh faces yet another significant environmental challenge in the form of salini-
zation, which has adversely affected large areas in Bangladesh: approximately 83.3 million hectares
of land in 1973, 102 million hectares in 2000, and 105.6 million hectares in 2009.

Bangladesh experienced 159 cyclones between 1877 and 2009—including 48 classified as severe
cyclonic storms, 43 cyclonic storms, and 68 tropical depressions (Mallick & Vogt, 2012; Singh et
al., 2001). The country has witnessed a substantial number of disastrous cyclones, storm surges,
and floods in recent years because of climate change. According to the FGD Reports organized by
Humanitywatch, 123,000 people migrated from the affected coastal areas of Khulna and Satkhira
(Mehedi et al., 2010).

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a comprehensive literature review methodology to integrate current research
on climate-induced displacement in Bangladesh. A literature review looks at existing research and
non-research material that is relevant to a specific subject and evaluates it critically. It uses secondary
sources instead of gathering new primary data.This study includes research journals, peer-reviewed
scholarly works from Google Schoolar, Scispace and official records from government agencies in-
cluding the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief and the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(BBS). In order to present a thorough and internationally informed analysis, information and per-
spectives from international institutions, such as the World Bank and the United Nations, are also
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included.
CURRENT STATUS OF MIGRANTS

Millions of people have already been displaced by climate hazards in Bangladesh, approximately 7.1
million in 2022; projections indicate 13.3 million by 2050 and as much as 30 million by 2100. Mi-
grants suffer unstable livelihoods, inadequate legal protection, and gaps in urban policy and services
as they relocate mostly within cities and outside to Gulf states.

Bangladesh exhibits significant and increasing climate displacement, however estimates differ de-
pending on the methodology and scope. Approximately 7.1 million people were displaced by cli-
mate-related issues in 2022, according to some regional estimate, and under current risk patterns, that
number might rise to 13.3 million by 2050. Longer-term estimates have indicated that national totals
may be far higher; multiple million displacements have already been observed (about 6 million in
some studies), and other projections put the number of displaced people at up to 30 million by 2100.

CAUSES AND ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

Bangladesh displacement is multi-causal but strongly tied to specific climate stressors that reduce
livelihoods and habitability. Floods and food insecurity, cyclone impacts, salinity intrusion, river
erosion, and changing temperature/precipitation patterns are repeatedly identified as primary environ-
mental drivers in the empirical literature.

Key Cause Of Climate Migration:

. . Damage to homes, crops and drinking water; emergency displacement and
Flooding and waterlogging o
subsequent migration to towns

Large rapid displacement, asset loss, destruction of livelihoods and infra-
Cyclones and storm surges ruct
structure

L _ Loss of arable land and drinking water deterioration, forcing agricultural
Salinity intrusion
households to move

River erosion and channel Repeated loss of homesteads/land prompting repeated local or permanent

change moves

Heat, drought, altered rainfall | Increased temporary and seasonal labor migration from agrarian households

[Researcher’s own work]
Interaction with Socioeconomic Factors:

Rather than a single climatic cause, migration frequently represents the interplay between poverty,
lack of alternative livelihoods, social vulnerability, and environmental stress.

MIGRATION PATTERNS AND DESTINATIONS

While there are sizable international labor flows along well-traveled routes, climate-related mobility
in Bangladesh is primarily domestic and centered toward big cities.

Important Internal Processes and Urban Locations

Rural to urban concentration -Most climate-affected movers head to urban areas, with Dhaka receiv-
ing a very large share of internal migrants and Dhaka, Chattogram accounting for roughly two-fifths
of internal migration (Alam, 2022)
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Informal settlements -Many climate-impacted arrivals settle in informal urban settlements and slums
where they take informal, low-paid work and often lack secure tenure and services.

Short distance and nearby towns. After flood events, many displaced households relocate first to near-
by towns or sub-regional centers before or instead of moving to megacities.

AN OVERALL EFFECT ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL SECTORS:

Although there are now more slums in Dhaka City than there were a while ago, the socioeconom-
ic circumstances there have not substantially changed, according to a number of academic studies.
Many individuals choose to migrate to dwell outside of their homelands, which are prone to natural
disasters. As a result, many individuals are migrating to urban slums due to climate-induced displace-
ment. This is now a significant topic of concern (Hossain, 2008).

Effect on Food Safety and Security:

Climate change threatens migrants’ access to food and makes them even more vulnerable in terms
of their socioeconomic status. They are always looking for a higher quality of life and a healthier
standard of living. All of these become quite costly to obtain in the correct forms. Additionally, the
increasing population in urban slums places an unnecessary burden on the already (Akter, 2009).
Food output in Bangladesh has improved significantly in recent years. However, a person’s access
to food is restricted by their financial situation. When discussing food security, several other factors
must be considered from a macro perspective. Groundwater availability is essential for irrigation
and crops (Harris-Fry et al., 2015). The effects of climate change, such as delayed monsoons and
uneven rainfall distribution, have exacerbated water scarcity and availability, which appear to have
had a significant impact on Bangladesh’s agricultural output. A lack of food at home prompts many
people to move to urban slum regions (Haque & Nahar, 2023). However, there isn’t enough food to
feed the slum people, especially during climate emergencies. The lack of healthy dietary habits in the
slum is also evident in the numerous illnesses that result from it. Youngsters are not trained to wash
their hands properly either before or shortly after eating (Akter, 2009). And as a result, several vec-
tor-borne illnesses proliferate throughout the area. Although they are impacted by the illnesses, they
may not discover a treatment. Therefore, it is evident that both adults and children in this cluster do
not practice proper hygiene. (Harris-Fry et al., 2015).

Health and livelihood:

The health issue becomes a significant issue in people’s everyday lives, even after they move into and
live in slums. Following the relocation, the migrants must adjust to a new lifestyle and fend off the
various health threats to which they may be vulnerable (Rashid, 2009). Due to the slums’ inadequate
sanitary living conditions, many parasites are attracted to them, allowing them to breed, which makes
this a particularly concerning issue. A poor drainage system frequently results in stagnant water,
which provides an ideal environment for insects to grow and thrive. (Rahman, 2016). From the ruins,
these then make their way to the slums to lay eggs in particles of food that are consumed by residents,
including pregnant women and small children. Additionally, the cycle has a negative impact on these
people’s health, which also serves as the beginning of a new issue. These individuals seldom have
sufficient financial resources to obtain appropriate health benefits after contracting the illness. As a
result, they are unable to access the medical care that they so richly need (Dana, 2011).

Water and Sanitation:

Access to clean, safe water is a competitive and demanding issue in Dhaka’s slums. The availability
of clean, pure water is purely a question of luck. Another significant problem that is of great concern
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in the city slums is sanitation. Waste is typically disposed of wherever it can be. People are not as
concerned about safety hazards because there is no rule governing everything from roadways and side
paths to areas above bodies of water. Additionally, these individuals lack the education necessary to
understand the numerous negative effects that poor sanitation can have on society (Hanchett, 2003).

Professional shift:

Climate refugees move to urban areas, and their careers significantly shift as a result. Migrants from
the villages were either active in fishing or the agricultural industry. However, when they go to the
city sides, a significant change in their occupation takes place because they are no longer able to take
advantage of such opportunities. These days, they picture themselves working in construction ser-
vices and other urban-based occupations. The majority of the time, women are seen working for the
homes surrounding the slums, while men are seen operating rickshaws (Hossain, 2001).

SDG 11 IN DHAKA: WHY SUSTAINABLE URBAN GOALS REMAIN ELUSIVE AMID
CLIMATE MIGRATION PRESSURES:

The official SDG 11 indicators are mapped to the current state of Dhaka in the following evi-
dence-based table1, which also explains why there are implementation gaps in the city and whether
or not internal migration or migrant populations are a contributing factor.

Table 1: Why Sustainable Urban Goals Remain Elusive Amid Climate Migration Pressures

SDG 11 INDICATOR

IS THERE ANY LINK TO
DHAKA CURRENT | WHY IS SDG 11 IMPLEMENTA- | © oo
(source- United Nations: SITUATION TION WEAK IN DHAKA CITY
Goal 11) MIGRANTS?

Slums and other informal
settlements, such as Ko-

rail, are home to a signifi- ) . . .
Direct link - Climate shocks like

cant portion of the urban | Informal settlements in Dhaka are ) .
floods, river erosion, and cy-

population. According to | expanding due to rapid rural-urban L. L.
. . . . clones drive internal migration
national and UN data, there | migration, weak land rights, poor )
from rural and coastal regions
to Dhaka, where affordability

and social networks lead many

Adequate, safe, and afford- | are sizable numbers of slum | urban planning, and a lack of afford-
able housing; dwellers in Bangladeshi | able housing. Natural disasters wors-

cities; a significant portion | en the situation, while limited munic- L.
R . . . newcomers to settle in informal

of the urban poor reside in | ipal budgets restrict social housing . .
: areas—intensifying pressure on

Dhaka in crowded settle- | development. (Duque, 2024) i )
. housing and urban services.
ments with unstable tenure

and frequent fires. (World
Bank)

Dhaka suffers from chronic

traffic congestion, limited
road space, and unreliable Indirect link: Migrant inflows
mass transit. While metro | Phaka’s transport struggles stem | increase commuting demand,
and BRT projects are un- from fragmented governance, lim- | concentrating low-income rid-
Access to safe, affordable, derway, high population | ited road spac.e, rlslng pI'lVE.l'[e vehi- | ers in under.served corridors.
and sustainable transport density restricts coverage, cles, and po.or 1ntegrat10n of Tnformal 1\./Iany. rely on informal transport

and safe walking or cycling and last-mile options—while BRT | like rickshaws and shared vans,
infrastructure remains inad- | ahd metro projects face delays and | which lack integration, while
equate. funding gaps (Roy et al., 2018). congestion hampers the expan-

sion of safe public transit.
(Asian Transport Observa-

tory, 2024)
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Inclusive and sustainable
urbanization & participatory
planning (land use)

Dhaka’s
planning fuels unplanned

weak land-use

growth, informal settle-
ments, and waterbody en-
croachment—while urban
sprawl continues beyond

city limits.

(Swapan et al., 2017)

Dhaka’s rapid population growth
overwhelms planning capacity and
coordination among city agencies
like Dhaka North, South, RAJUK,
and transport bodies, while high land
value politics hinder enforcement
and relocation efforts. (Haque, 2024)

Direct link- Many migrants
settle in peri-urban and infor-
mal areas, reshaping land-use
patterns with unplanned neigh-
it harder
for planners to retrofit essential

borhoods—making

services.

Protecting cultural & natural
heritage

Dhaka’s heritage sites face
threats from urban devel-
opment, pollution, and un-
planned construction, with
limited success in conserv-
ing them—especially in
densely populated areas.

(Nahrin, 2020)

Economic pressures and develop-
ment priorities in Dhaka often favor
housing and infrastructure over heri-
tage conservation, with limited fund-
ing and weak enforcement further
hindering preservation efforts.

(Allam & Jones, 2019)

Weak/indirect link — Displace-
ment and rapid urbanization
heighten pressure on heritage
sites, often leading to informal
redevelopment and unplanned
conversions that threaten their

preservation.

Reduce deaths & losses
from disasters (disaster re-

silience)

Bangladesh has disaster
frameworks, but Dhaka re-
mains vulnerable to floods,
fires, heat stress, and ero-
sion. While urban disaster
deaths have declined, eco-
nomic losses and local risks

persist

(Seddiky et al., 2024).

Dhaka’s dense, flood-prone settle-
ments and informal housing face
high disaster exposure, with limited
early warnings, weak evacuation
options, and tight municipal budgets
for resilient infrastructure. (Internal
Displacement Monitoring Centre)

Direct link: Climate displace-
ment drives people into Dhaka’s
hazard-prone informal zones,
raising disaster risks and com-

plicating urban planning.

Air quality, waste manage-
ment, municipal waste col-

lection

Dhaka has extremely poor
air quality, with high PM2.5
levels. Waste collection is
inconsistent, and many ar-
eas suffer from open burn-
ing and unmanaged dump-
ing. (UNB, 2025)

Vehicles, industries, brick kilns, and
building dust are the main sources of
pollution in Dhaka; these sources are
made worse by inadequate emission
controls, underfunded waste sys-
tems, and an unorganized informal
sector. Urban expansion is increas-

ing faster than service capacity.

(Islam, 2025)

Indirect link: Migrant inflows
raise waste generation and
fuel demand in informal settle-
ments—often relying on pollut-
ing sources—intensifying local
pollution exposure for low-in-
come communities. (Reuters,
2024)

Public open spaces,
safe & inclusive green

arcas

Dhaka’s urban green
space is rapidly de-
clining and fragment-
ing—especially in
South City areas—
limiting safe public
space access for many

residents.

(Shammi et al., 2023)

Development pressures, weak
zoning, and competing prior-
ities like housing lead to en-
croachment on Dhaka’s parks
and waterbodies, accelerating
green space loss (Shammi et
al., 2023).

Direct link: Incoming mi-
grants often settle on mar-
ginal lands like riverbanks
and wetlands—areas
meant for urban buffers—
making green-space plan-

ning more difficult.

WORLD EXPERIENCE & RECOMMENDATIONS:

Here are some evidence-based suggestions for Bangladesh, with a particular emphasis on Dhaka, and
compare them to other nations’ policies and experiences, for instance, European examples — Neth-
erlands/Room for the River; and South Asian neighbors like Sri Lanka/Maldives/India. Each key
proposal is followed by (1) why it is appropriate for Dhaka, (2) a summary of what other nations have
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done, and (3) doable actions that Bangladesh and Dhaka may take.
Tuvalu — Australia Treaty (Falepili/2024-25):

The Australia—Tuvalu pact shows how formal migration agreements can link adaptation support with
planned relocation from climate-vulnerable countries.

The NSIDM may develop into a complete national framework for climate mobility if Bangladesh
were to implement this strategy, which would explicitly allocate municipal tasks, set aside land for
climate-resilient housing, and harmonize funds across ministries. It might also lead the way in rights-
based regional migratory agreements that respect human dignity, legal safeguards, and long-term
development objectives, as modeled by the Tuvalu—Australia agreement. Bangladesh would then be
in a position to lead the world in proactive, compassionate climate adaptation (Le Monde, 2024).

New Zealand (Pacific policy experiments):

New Zealand’s climate mobility pilots show the importance of combining migration pathways with
rights protections, avoiding discriminatory or lottery-based systems.

The updated climate-mobility framework needs to be made legally enforceable for RAJUK and Dha-
ka North/South City Corporations to guarantee its implementation. This includes requiring that all
urban master plans and zoning laws incorporate forecasts of migratory inflows resulting from climate
change. Additionally, it should mandate that some urban land parcels be set aside for green buffer
zones that improve environmental resilience and inexpensive, climate-resilient housing. By including
these requirements in planning legislation, proactive, inclusive urban development would be ensured,
and local governance would be in line with national adaptation objectives (Dyer & Neef, 2023).

Sri Lanka and the Maldives:

IOM/UN briefings emphasize combining socio-economic packages for long-lasting impact. Planned
relocation and upgrading activities, such as in Sri Lanka’s landslide zones, are most effective when
combined with livelihood assistance and community engagement (SLYCAN Trust, 2023).

Bangladesh could scale a national Urban Upgrading & Tenure Security Program for Dhaka by intro-
ducing a phased tenure system—from temporary occupancy to permanent titles—tailored to the real-
ities of informal settlements. The program would prioritize resilient retrofits such as elevated plinths,
fire-break corridors, and flood-adaptive designs, while empowering communities to manage shared
infrastructure like drainage, sanitation, and solar lighting. Pilots should begin in high-pressure wards
most vulnerable to climate and migration stress, leveraging a blend of donor support and municipal
financing to ensure sustainability and local ownership (Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief,
2023).

Netherlands — Room for the River;

A national, well-funded program that reclaims river space through relocation, engineering, and resto-
ration offers a replicable model of inclusive, large-scale spatial planning. (Dutch Water Sector, 2019).

Retreat plans should be combined with “Room for Water” initiatives, such as permeable green spaces,
restored wetlands, and urban flood corridors, to lessen Dhaka’s growing flood danger. This strategy
emphasizes regulated water flow, biological buffers, and adaptive land use to absorb excess rainfall
and tidal surges, drawing inspiration from Dutch spatial engineering and nature-based solutions. By
incorporating these strategies into Dhaka’s urban design, vulnerable wards’ biodiversity and livability
will be improved in addition to disaster risk reduction (Dutch Water Sector, 2019).
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United States — FEMA buyouts / HMGP:

By moving vulnerable families out of high-hazard areas, voluntary buyouts can be a useful strategy
for lowering the danger of flooding. However, such initiatives need to be created with robust fair-
ness protections and significant community engagement to prevent perpetuating spatial inequality or
favoring wealthy communities. To avoid fragmented results and make sure that relocation promotes
long-term resilience for all impacted groups, it is crucial to have transparent criteria, inclusive plan-
ning, and compensation methods that take into account social and cultural links (Chen et al., 2020).

Priority retreat sites around Dhaka’s lakes, marshes, and riverbanks—areas that are becoming more
and more susceptible to floods and encroachment—should be proactively mapped by Bangladesh.
The government can test voluntary buyouts or land swaps in certain areas, guaranteeing robust so-
cial protections, open consent procedures, and relocation assistance that takes cultural differences
into account. The program must offer inexpensive relocation choices, service access, and livelihood
restoration in order to safeguard low-income households. In order to create a scalable paradigm for
equitable climate retreat in high-risk urban areas, funding should combine national resilience funds
with targeted donor support (Nelson & Camp, 2020).

International practice (World Bank, UN):

The UN, World Bank, and other international institutions should pay attention to proposals for in-
vestments in climate-smart data systems, urban infrastructure, and municipal finance mechanisms in
order to handle the increasing pressures of migration brought on by climate change. Such investments
must provide cities with the resources, independence, and financial ability to prepare for mobility, im-
prove services, and fairly integrate displaced populations, drawing on multi-level governing models
such as the Netherlands. For climate migration to become a means of opportunity rather than a cause
of urban disaster, city-level resilience must be strengthened via concerted national and international
assistance (Barron, 2018).

Bangladesh should create a Municipal Resilience Fund to promote green buffer development, urban
upgrading, and dignified relocation aid by combining national appropriations, donor contributions,
and climate-linked bond financing. Cities like Dhaka would be able to safeguard vulnerable people
while proactively managing flood risk and climate mobility with this financing. The fund should be
combined with ward-level mobility and vulnerability data systems to guarantee focused and fair in-
terventions. This will allow for real-time tracking of displaced households and aid delivery through
secure digital registration connected to social protection programs (Ministry of Disaster Management
and Relief, 2023).

CONCLUSION

“If climate change is real, then climate refugees are real”- Based on this statement, this concept paper
has undertaken a holistic approach in identifying the root causes of a victim country (for example,
Bangladesh) being vulnerable to global climate changes and the parallel consequences. It also high-
lights how a city (Dhaka) is deprived of establishing the SDG11 goal due to climate refugees. There
is a pressing need to further consider how refugees and internally displaced people are rendered more
vulnerable in the contexts of repeat displacements and climatic risks.
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Navigating New Horizons:
Social And Cultural Experience of Internation-
al Students At The izmir Katip Celebi University,
Tirkiye

Stephen TAITWO!

Abstract

The advent of globalization has brought significant shifts to the direction and outlook of higher edu-
cation, driven by the expansion in volume, scope, and complexity of international education. This has
led to an increase in the number of international students, with more than 6 million mobile students
worldwide. In Tiirkiye, various stakeholders within the Turkish higher education system have con-
tinuously developed policies to attract more international students, making Turkish universities more
appealing. However, recent realities reveal that many international students face several difficulties,
including language barriers, cultural differences, variations in learning styles, as well as loneliness
and alienation during their studies. Despite interventions by the Turkish government and universities
aimed at improving the social and learning experiences of international students in Tiirkiye, these
issues persist. Against this backdrop, this study offers an insight into social and cultural experiences
of international students at Izmir Katip Celebi University, Izmir, Tiirkiye, from a phenomenological
standpoint. Participants were selected using criterion sampling: four males and three females took
part in the interviews. The small sample size was due to the limited number of participants who
met the criteria and were willing to participate in the study within the one-month time frame set for
completion of the research. The results showed that social and cultural activities within the universi-
ty, including traveling programs, sports, informal speaking clubs, music concerts, and international
conferences, have helped international students adapt and integrate into the reality of their new en-
vironment. Conclusively, international students’ social and cultural experiences have been positive,
as they have built confidence, corrected misconceptions, learned the language, acquired new skills,
motivated themselves to study more, broadened their minds, and accelerated their academic progress
to overcome hurdles. The study recommends that increased frequency of social and cultural activi-
ties by the university will lead to easy integration of international students. The study suggested that
future research should broaden the participant pool to explore the social and cultural experiences of
international students at universities in Izmir.

Keywords: International Students, Social Experiences, Cultural Experiences, Adaptation, Integra-
tion, Higher Education in Tiirkiye.
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INTRODUCTION

The advent of globalisation has brought major shifts in the trajectory and outlook of higher educa-
tion due to the expansion in volume, scope, and complexity of international education. As seen over
the years, there has been an upsurge in the rate of international students, with more than 6 million
mobile international students across the world - a number which has exponentially increased since
2007 (OECD, 2021). In a bid to generate more income and add diversity to the student body, different
countries around the world have continually drafted policies and programmes that would facilitate
the recruitment of international students in their universities and other higher education institutions
within their countries (Yi1lmaz, 2018). Cena et al (2021), for instance, suggested that higher education
in Northern Ireland is specifically committed to promoting internationalisation by attracting interna-
tional students who would be of economic and financial benefit while also contributing to their global
alumni network in the long run. To facilitate these benefits, universities and other higher education
institutions need to continually strive to improve the quality of the experience of international stu-
dents by identifying the factors that could facilitate their successful adjustment into their new envi-
ronment (Shu et al., 2020).

Furthermore, de Wit (2011) was of the view that one major quality determinant and key performance
indicator of most higher education institutions around the world in recent times has been the number
of international students enrolled within such institutions. It is the case that the volume of internation-
al students can help the university build long-lasting prestige and heritage on a global scale. Despite
this, most international students are still faced with challenges clouded by uncertainty and disorien-
tation around how to adapt to the cultural and social expectations of their new environment. While
some of these students find solutions to address their challenges, others fail miserably — hence, taking
a wrong turn on their academic and social lives as they fall into depression and financial burden (Ra-
machandran, 2011). International students in most Turkish universities face challenges such as lan-
guage barriers, cultural differences, variations in learning styles, as well as loneliness and a sense of
alienation (Lillyman and Bennett, 2014; Ya Hui Michelle and Wade, 2021). Despite the collaboration
between the Turkish government and universities to improve and facilitate the conditions for interna-
tional students, a considerable number of them still face several difficulties throughout their studies.
It is against this background that this study seeks to examine the experiences of international student
in Tirkiye, given the need to adapt to their new environment. Given the underlying differences in
the social and cultural backgrounds of international students compared to those found in Tiirkiye,
this explorative study aims to explore the social and cultural experiences of international students by
drawing specific evidence from those studying at izmir Katip Celebi University.

MATERIAL AND METHOD
Literature Review
International Student in Tiirkiye

The term ‘international student’ has no universal definition because of its ambiguity. The Organiza-
tion of Economic Cooperation and Development (2015) defined categories of international students
as a subset of foreign students who migrate from their country into host countries for study purpos-
es. International students have also been described by the UNESCO Institute of Statistics (2016) as
international mobile students who have physically crossed the shores of their country into another
country for educational reasons. According to Taborda (2017), referring to international students as
‘others’ in government policies and programs sometimes leaves them depowered and vulnerable. In
many cases, these realities shape their overall experiences and guide their actions in host countries.
Although internationalization has been at the core of universities for several centuries, it has become
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a subject of research among scholars due to its significant contribution to challenging and reshaping
the higher education outlook in countries worldwide. Many countries are adjusting to these realities
and, as such, implementing new rules and procedures to attract the brightest international students
(Ozoglu et al., 2015). This is a result of the unprecedented growth in the rate of international stu-
dents globally, with Tiirkiye also at the receiving end (ince and Kogak, 2018; Altan, 2018). Recent
developments show that various stakeholders in Turkey’s higher education system have continually
implemented policies to attract more international students to Turkish universities. To position Tiirki-
ye as an appealing study destination for international students, the Turkish government has actively
developed various programs and policies since 2010 to achieve this goal (Ciydem and Gharalar,
2023). According to a statistic released by the Council of Higher Education (YOK, 2022), the number
of international students studying in Tiirkiye increased from approximately 50,000 to 300,000 over
ten years (2013-2023), and this number is expected to continue rising. This rapid growth is driven
by new state-supported initiatives aimed at international students to enhance Tiirkiye’s social, eco-
nomic, geographical, and cultural influence globally (Lewis and Liikiislii, 2024). Additionally, given
its strategic location, Tiirkiye has consistently promoted international higher education domestically,
viewing international students as vital to expanding its soft power in Central Asia, Africa, and the
Arab world (Djamanca, 2018). This effort is exemplified by Tiirkiye’s introduction of a state-led
scholarship program (Tiirkiye Scholarships) in 2012, which attracts over 100,000 applications from
162 countries each year

METHODOLOGY
Research Design

This study is an explorative study, and it employs a qualitative data collection method to examine
the object of concern. As such, the study adopts a phenomenological approach to examine the views
of international students about their social and cultural experiences at izmir Katip Celebi University.
The university has 20,048 students, of whom over 842 students are international students across dif-
ferent faculties and levels of education (Izmir Katip Celebi Universitesi, 2025). Criterion sampling
was used in this study, with 4 males and 3 female international students participating in the study
(Creswell, 2018). The small sample size was due to the limited number of participants who met the
criteria and were willing to participate in the study within the one-month time frame set for comple-
tion of the research. International students who participated included a second and a third-year tour-
ism management student (2), a second-year medical students (2), a second-year social work student
(1), second-year economics students (2). The inclusion criteria were that participants must (a) be a
student at the izmir Katip Celebi University, (b) be an international student (c) have completed at least
one year of study at the Institution. All of the interviews were conducted at the convenience of the
participant within the school premises.

Procedure

Firstly, an in-depth interview guide was developed based on each of the study’s objectives. This guide
was reviewed by the research coordinator to ensure the validity of the research instrument; thus, we fi-
nalized a total of 33 questions to assess the perceptions of international students regarding the study’s
aims. Those who met the inclusion criteria were approached and invited to participate. After obtain-
ing informed consent, students who voluntarily chose to take part were interviewed over two weeks
at fzmir Katip Celebi University campus. The study interviewed 7 participants to gather diverse in-
sights into the international students’ experiences at [zmir Katip Celebi University. Interviews with all
participants lasted between 24 and 52 minutes (a total of 234.91 minutes) and continued until all 33
questions were thoroughly addressed. The study employs a phenomenological approach in analysing
the transcribed interviews with the 7 participants. All interviews were audio-recorded and transcribed
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verbatim. The transcripts were read multiple times to understand the participants’ perspectives on the
study’s subject matter. Significant phrases related to the lived experiences of international students
were identified. Nine (9) major sub-themes emerged from these phrases, all of which were grouped
and coded to provide specific insights into the three main themes derived from the study’s objectives.

RESULT

Table 1 below presents the results obtained from the in-depth interviews conducted with the seven
7 international students at izmir Katip Celebi University. The results were grouped into three major
themes in line with the research objective, and excerpts with associated meaning extracted from the
transcript were formed into sub-theme clusters under the three main themes. Nine (9) sub-themes

emerged in this session, all of which inform our discussion in the second section.

Table 1
Theme Sub-theme Summary Codes Frequency Interviews Response
Most of the things I have been seeing peo-
ple doing are sports and speaking clubs, to
learning a language.” (Medical student)
Concerts, festivals, sports, The social activities I have seen here at
L Souial | speaking clubs, and every- Kitip Celebi are concert that happens fre-
: 0‘?“ activities day hangouts (mall, cinema, 6/7 quently, this concert brings students and
are going on i i
gomng games, football, table ten- teachers socially together (Economics
nis). Student).
They used to organize music festivals, |
think once a year.” (Tourism and Manage-
ment student 1).
| Social and ) Clubs, conlferences, (;lom;nu- “I did not Sje any a’iﬁference; like tZis is
.. X aptation to a | nication, learning the lan- activities only for native students, this is
Cultural ~ Activi- P i ' & 5/7 o v J ) )
ties new environment guage, and exposure to other the activities for international students. 1
cultures. dont see it.” (Medical Student).
. . You get to connect more with them, you
. Integration, learning lan- . .
3. Social and cul- . get to see them in real-life situations, so
L guage, networking, broad-
tural activities im- ) . 77 you get to understand what they are say-
ening the mind, sense of i . )
portance . ) ing, get to do this, and it makes you feel
belonging, and cooperation. .
relaxed (Economic Student (1))
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2. Relationship
and Interaction
Among Interna-
tional and Native
Students

4. Relationship and
interaction are de-
fined

Friendly, helpful, mutual

support with academics,
conversations about culture,
music, food, exams, shared
values, vision-based friend-

ships

717

When [ first came, the ‘yemek [Food]
card for food in the cafeteria I didn't re-
ally know the system, how to do it and 1
asked my friend, he told me how the system
works and he helped me upload the money
in the system, all these things were really
helpful for me, also the exam system, he
help me explain the vize [mid-term] system
(Economic Student (2)

5. Barriers to inte-

gration

Language barrier, cultural/
religious differences, lone-
liness, finances, self-with-

drawal

5/7

No one is going to tell you that you cannot
join this, you cannot do that, because it is
free for every student there. You will make

yourself not participate (Medical Student

2)

[ think it would be because of the language
you know, it’s not nice to go somewhere
(conference) and you just got there and sit
down and not do anything and just watch
and go back home. (Social Work Student)

6. Discriminatory
& exclusionary be-

haviours

Discrimination, stereotypes,
exclusion, need for orien-
tation, and establishment
of authority to handle com-
plaints and enforce disci-

plinary measures.

6/7

International students are faced with some
discrimination, which is bad, and there
should be an authority that could handle
the discrimination where someone can lay
a complaint if such things arise (Medical
Students 2)

3. Impact of So-
cial & Cultural
Experiences  of
International
Students

7. Social & cultur-
al shock

Smoking culture, visibility,
food, dressing culture, and
classroom behaviour

7/7

In one of my classes, there was a misunder-
standing between an assistant and a stu-
dent during a normal lesson. The conver-
sation between the teaching assistant and
the student, even if the student was right, is
considered in my culture as being inappro-
priate and disciplined. (Medical Student 1)
There are all kinds of people within the
university, and there are going to be more
shocks if you don't adjust, so when such
things happen, of course, at first (Medical
Student 2)

8. Social & cultur-

al experiences

Food, dressing, language,
mannerisms, and accommo-

dation

7/7

1 think my experience has been good, nice,
normal, and accommodating (Economics
student 2).

9. Learning experi-

ence impact

Learning signs, acts, and
sounds, extra motivation,
broaden mind, social life,
group work, clarification,
and correction of miscon-

ceptions

Peer support, motivation,
new perspectives, confi-
dence building, cultural cor-

rection

6/7

To a greater extent, because it helps with

group work (Social Work).

1 had a real influence on the other time,
and he was able to say through you that
1 have built my confidence. So, he could
not stand to give a presentation, but I en-
couraged him and pushed him small and
he was able to do the presentation with
confidence. He did not influence me; I in-
Sfluenced him. (Tourism Management Stu-
dent 2)
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DISCUSSION
Social and Cultural Activities

Several literatures across space and time have explored some of the social and extra-curricular activ-
ities that international student engage in within their university. Buckley and Lee (2021) found that
activities, including clubs, fraternities, and societies, go a long way to improve student academic
performance while also helping them to develop the competence and skills needed to become em-
ployable in the future. In addition, Seow and Pan (2014) suggested that the introduction of extra-cur-
ricular activities into higher institutions will have an indirect positive effect on academic performance
as the students participate in non-academic and social activities around their institution. This is in
tandem with the reality of the international student at the Izmir Katip Celebi University, as they iden-
tified some of the social and cultural activities that could be found within their university. Some of
these activities include travelling programs, sports, speaking clubs, music concerts, and international
conferences. Also, some of the specific activities that the student engages in with their friends, both
native and international friends, include taking a coffee, going to the mall, shopping, playing Play-
Station, learning and revising together, going to the cinema, and organising semi-picnics. There was
no difference in the activities and events that international students and native students engage in.
Furthermore, the international student at the university were of the belief that the social and cultural
activities would absolutely help their adaptation into the reality of their new environment, as through
those activities they would be able to learn the Turkish culture as well as the language, which would
facilitate their integration. Additionally, some of the specific impacts of involving social and cultural
activities within the university include integrating international students with native students, learning
something new, allowing students to open their minds, building confidence and networking, promot-
ing a sense of belongingness, and allowing for mutual bonding among the students. This agrees with
the findings of Shulruf (2010), who believed that belonging to a particular group can give individual
student access to a network and connections that they ordinarily might not have obtained through
their own strength. Moreover, Gatto (2005) emphasises the need to participate in social activities as
this will help individual students know the importance of community involvement and development
while creating a network between students and their community. Also, Chan (2016) opined that some
of the things that extra-curricular activities are aimed at promoting engagement and strengthening the
mental health of participants. However, it is the case that some of the few social and cultural events
are not frequently done within the university; as such, there is a need for the university to improve
and organize more social and cultural events to facilitate cooperation and a sense of belonging among
international students at the university.

Relationship and Interaction Between International Student and Native Student

Also, findings from the literature reviews have shown the kind of relationship and interaction that
exist between various international students and the host students across space and time. The findings
obtained from the participants suggested that the relationship and interaction that exist between inter-
national and native students are really good, mutual, as it is the view that Turkish students within the
university are generally nice, friendly, and willing to help when they are called by the international
student. This view is in harmony with the assertion of Gareis (2012) that when a good relationship
exists between the international and native students, it leads to higher satisfaction. It is the case that
relationships and interaction among international and native students have psychological, academic,
and social benefits they offer (Guilfoyle, 2004). Participants agree that most of the students (native
and other international students) they relate to and interact with are those who share the same vision
or have the same values as them. Some of the things international and native students discussed in-
clude culture, music, food, events in town, restaurants, cafes, theatres, exams, last academic lessons,
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movies, and conversations about the school and the future. It is the case that the native students have
also helped the international students when they need major clarification about something within the
university, and give them tips on some of the behaviours and actions that are accepted and prohibited
both within and outside of the school.

Conversely, some things serve as a barrier to these interactions and the relationship between interna-
tional and native students, which could adversely affect the proper integration of international stu-
dents. Some of these include language barrier, cultural differences, money, religion, and the interna-
tional students themselves, which could in turn result in a sense of loneliness and feeling alone. These
views by the participant are in line with the assertion Ozoglu et al (2012) that suggested that cultural
differences were one of the important factors contributing to international student adaptation in Tiir-
kiye. Also, Snoubar and Celik (2013) highlighted that language barrier, income level, dormitory life,
and loneliness are the problems caused by cultural barriers evident among international students in
Tiirkiye. Harrison (2012) said that communication and interaction failure between international and
native students often brings harmful progress to intercultural assimilation through alienation and
anxiety. Furthermore, Kondakgi et al. (2008) found that poor English language skills in Belgian uni-
versities led to poor interaction among university students as native students could have little or no
proficiency in English and international students could not also speak the native language. In Taiwan,
Lau and Lin (2017) also noticed that language was the main challenge for social integration among
students, and this led to discomfort among several students. In another view, Sawir et al (2008) also
suggested that the main cause of loneliness among the students was the difference in personality traits
and behaviours of international and native students. Also, at izmir Katip Celebi University, the issue
of discrimination and sense of exclusion is not common, but there is a need to set up a body or an
organisation that would constantly orient students on the need to be mutually respectful and also fight
against any form of discrimination that may arise. It is the case that native student often exhibits some
ethnocentric behaviour and traits towards their international students (Aydin, 2020).

Impact of Social and Cultural Experiences of International Students

Finding of the study shows that most of the participants experience some form of social or cultural
shock when they first arrive at the university. Some of the shocks that were identified included the
smoking culture, dressing culture, food, and some form of indiscipline exhibited by some of the
native students in class towards the higher authority. As such, there was a need to adjust to these
new realities by constantly restructuring their minds and by speaking to people who are guardians
who can help them navigate and adapt to the reality of their new environment. Regardless of these
shocks, the participants describe their social experience with the university as nice, normal, good,
and accommodating, while also expressing that there are differences regarding the cultures in the
host country’s university. Trice (2007) found that cultural differences are one of the major causes of
poor interaction that exists between native and international students in America. Although the lan-
guage, food, dressing, and mannerisms of the host countries’ students are different from those of the
international students at the university, findings suggest that the students (international and domestic
students) at the Izmir Katip Celebi University still have a good and nice relationship with each other.
This delineate from the view shared by Sawir et al (2008), who suggested that the main cause of lone-
liness among the students was the difference in personality traits and behaviours of international and
native students. Also, Heng (2017) noted that Chinese students studying in America are often faced
with a negative attitude from native students. Furthermore, participants highlighted that their social
and cultural experience within the university has a positive impact on both their learning experience
and that of the native students as well. Their experiences have made them build confidence, correct
misconceptions, learn the language, learn new signs, act and sounds, build extra motivation to study
more, broaden their mind, and accelerate their way of learning to scale through their academic hur-
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dles. This reality resonates with the findings of Aydin (2020), who posited that interaction between
the native and international students has a long-term impact on academic success and the lives of
students in general. Most times, international student depends heavily on the value of interaction with
native students to navigate the problems of culture and language acquisition.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The study found that some of the social and cultural activities that could be found within the univer-
sity include travel programs, sports, speaking clubs, music concerts, and international conferences.
As such, these activities helped their adaptation to the reality of their new environment, as through
those activities they could learn the Turkish culture as well as the language, which would facilitate
their integration. However, there is a need to organise these social activities more often as they
don’t happen frequently within the school. In addition, the study also found that the relationship
and interaction that exist between international and native students are really good, mutual, as it is
the view that Turkish students within the university are generally nice, friendly, and willing to help.
Although the view is that language barrier, cultural differences, money, religion, and the international
students themselves can be barriers to not properly adapting to their new environment. Lastly, the
study found that although the social experience of international students at the university is nice, nor-
mal, and good, there are a lot of differences regarding the cultures in host countries’ universities. It
is the case that at university, international students’ social and cultural experience has been positive,
as it has made them build confidence, correct misconceptions, learn the language, learn new skills,
act and take actions, build extra motivation to study more, broaden their mind, and also accelerate
their way of learning to scale through their academic hurdles. Overall, the study shows that the social
and cultural experience of international students at the Izmir Katip Celebi University has been good
and nice for international students, albeit they face certain challenges. The study recommends that
the university should host at least one major intercultural event every semester to promote inclusion
and strengthen bonds among students. Also, the university, through the international student affairs
offices, should organize regular academic, social, and cultural events for both native and international
students. Additionally, the university should encourage faculties and departments to organize infor-
mal academic and recreational events. International students need to be open-minded to adapt to new
situations and learn from new things. Finally, the university should support and give small grants to
student-led initiatives aimed at promoting social and cultural activities at the university.

LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

This study was conducted within a time frame of one month, which had an impact on sample size, as
the short duration put a restriction on the number of participants that we were able to engage. Addi-
tionally, the research was conducted during the examination period, which affected the willingness of
many international students to participate in the research, as they had other academic commitments.
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The Role of Intensive Listening to Authentic Mate-
rials (Clips) on Enhancing Vocabulary Acquisition
among EFL Seventh Grade Students

Murad AL-SHLOUL!
Helah HARAFSHEH?

Abstract

The Role of Intensive Listening to Authentic Materials (Clips) in Enhancing Vocabulary Acquisition
Among EFL Seventh-Grade Students; it is based on the assumption that authentic listening provides
meaningful and contextual input, which is essential for vocabulary development. The intervention in-
cluded three structured lessons; each one of them focused on shopping-related vocabulary (e.g., queu-
ing; till; receipt; credit card) and delivered through real-life English videos. The sample consisted of
25 students; vocabulary acquisition was measured after each lesson using structured vocabulary tests.
Data were analyzed with descriptive statistics; paired-sample t-tests; and one-way ANOVA. Results
showed statistically significant improvements in students’ vocabulary performance; the paired-sam-
ple t-tests revealed highly significant gains (p < .001); and the ANOVA confirmed meaningful dif-
ferences between lessons (F(3, 72) = 56.84; p < .001). These gains were evident in vocabulary rec-
ognition; retention; contextual use; and classroom interaction. The findings indicated that intensive
listening to authentic materials enhanced vocabulary learning; repeated exposure, visual scaffolding,
and real-life input all contributed to improved outcomes. The study recommended training teachers in
order to integrate authentic materials into regular lessons; and it suggested extending future research
to different age groups, classroom contexts, and broader curricular settings.

Keywords: EFL, vocabulary acquisition, audiovisual materials, authentic listening, classroom re-
search.

INTRODUCTION

Vocabulary acquisition constitutes a central component of foreign language learning; yet, it remains
one of the most persistent challenges facing English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners. Many
students acquire isolated lexical items; however, they struggle to retain them, retrieve them appro-
priately, or use them accurately in meaningful communicative situations. These challenges frequent-
ly manifest in limited classroom participation, restricted oral production, and difficulty formulating
coherent spoken responses. Despite continuous curricular revisions in many educational systems,
including those in Jordan, vocabulary instruction in public schools often relies on memorization,
translation, and rote-learning techniques; consequently, learners’ ability to develop functional vocab-
ulary knowledge remains constrained.
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In recent years, research has increasingly emphasized the need for contextualized, meaningful, and
multimodal exposure to language input. Contemporary studies published after 2019 highlight the
potential benefits of exposing learners to authentic materials—particularly audio-visual clips that re-
flect natural language use—as such materials provide rich, contextualized input that enhances lexical
recognition, retention, and productive use. Nevertheless, the existing body of literature still reflects
several gaps. Although authentic materials have been examined in various instructional contexts, ev-
idence regarding their effectiveness with adolescent learners in resource-limited public school envi-
ronments remains limited. Furthermore, there is insufficient clarity regarding the impact of intensive
listening specifically—as distinct from general listening activities—on both the acquisition and the
productive use of vocabulary among EFL learners. Issues such as the appropriate exposure duration,
the intensity of listening activities, and the feasibility of applying such methods in under-resourced
schools require further empirical investigation.

That is of particular relevance to the setting of the Jordanian public-school system, whereby a lot
of schools are constrained by lack of internet connectivity, technological infrastructure, inadequate
teacher training on material selection and availability of working projectors or computer lab as well.
The application of digital authentic materials into the context of pedagogical interventions begs the
question of its feasibility, size, and stability. Hence, the study of the effectiveness of intensive lis-
tening to authentic materials has both theoretical and practical implications as it gives information
to policy makers, curriculum designers, and instructors interested in applying technology-assisted
instruction in low-resource learning classrooms.

It is in this context that the given research examines how intensive listening to authentic audio-vi-
sual texts leads to improved vocabulary learning as well as vocabulary application among around
twenty-five seventh-grade male students in two classes in a government intermediate school in Irbid.
These students are Arabic EFL students who have limited real-life exposure to English, and the con-
text is therefore quite appropriate in studying the effect of enriched and naturalistic input. The paper
employs an inquiry-based method to find out whether or not the development of functional vocabu-
lary knowledge- knowledge beyond recognition knowledge that is useful and applicable to functional
effective use can occur when the learners are repeatedly and intensely exposed to authentic listening
materials.

Based on that, the proposed research will answer a well-defined question: What is the effectiveness
of intensive listening to authentic materials in enhancing the acquisition, as well as productive use
of vocabulary among seventh-grade EFL students at one of the resource-limited Jordanian public
schools? Through this question, the research will aim at informing the existing scholarly debate on
the vocabulary pedagogy, in addition to offering evidence-based suggestions on the incorporation of
true-to-life, technology-enhanced teaching experiences in like-minded limited education institutions.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The importance of vocabulary learning is something that has long been accepted as a cornerstone
of second language acquisition, but recent studies have continuously pointed to the inability of the
standard approach based on rote memorization and practise out of context to promote the acquisition
of rich usable lexical knowledge (Bao and Peng, 2024). An example is by Bao and Peng (2024), who
investigated the relationship between the design of EFL word-lists and the level of proficiency of
learners; they observed that, at lower levels of proficiency, even with exposure to target words, learn-
ers frequently face the problem of retaining and using vocabulary, even though they can retain and
access it, meaninglessly, which indicates that repeated exposure to words without meaningful context
is not a sufficient factor to ensure long-term vocabulary learning. The findings of this nature highlight
the necessity to rethink the methods of introducing and reinforcing vocabulary in the classroom, es-

49




pecially in the classroom that is poorly equipped.

Modern evidence-based meta-analyses and empirical research have broadened our perception of the
acquisition of vocabulary in both digital and natural environments. Li et al. (2023) conducted a me-
ta-analysis that summarised empirical studies on digital reading and found that immediate changes
in vocabulary (d = 1.45) and even greater changes when using delayed tests (d = 2.98) occurred in
a digital environment, demonstrating that digital environments were significantly more effective in
long-term retention (Li, Zhang, and Wang, 2023). Though this study focuses on digital reading but
not listening, the implications on the study are directly applicable, the plus of technology-mediated,
multimodal input on vocabulary learning are evident. The findings of the current research prove the
assumption that digital tools, when developed in a responsible manner, can be a revolutionary part of
vocabulary learning, particularly in the situation when the textbook-based approach prevails.

Similar to the case of digital reading, the scientific literature on listening, in particular, proves that
meaningful repetition of the listening process is important. In recent times, Alamri (2025) even did a
narrative review of authentic materials to listen in the EFL setting; she stated that despite the fact that
authentic materials increase motivation and real-life language use, they create a considerable cogni-
tive load especially in those learners whose background knowledge is limited (Alamri, 2025). This
complexity implies that when such vocabulary interventions are introduced, listening intensive work
needs to be firmly scaffolded to achieve the most benefits and reduce the burdens.

Real materials particularly the audio-visual materials like video clips have received a new academic
interest because of the fact that they are capable of providing the learners with the input of real-world
language. An example of such a review is Alamri (2025) which, however, found pedagogical benefits
and difficulties: learners are better exposed to natural accents, cultural material, unscripted speech
and enriched learning and contextual learning, but many face challenges with unfamiliar vocabulary,
cultural references, and processing overload (Alamri, 2025).

These two impacts are supported by empirical evidence. Sabir and Hammad (2023) explored the ef-
fect of authentic materials on the motivation of EFL learners and discovered that authentic material
plays a considerable role in increasing engagement and the desire to communicate (Sabir and Ham-
mad, 2023). This motivational stimulation, however, can be cooled by the frustrating factor: students
say that they feel anxious or even overwhelmed with the amount of material that is beyond their
competence, at the time. These inconsistent results help clarify the conflict between authenticity as a
driving force and its ability to scare students less competent; most importantly, these contradictions
can be directly applied to your context, where students might be comparatively inexperienced with
the input of real-life English.

A more recent study by Tawfeeq (2024) surveyed Kurdish secondary-level EFL students regarding
their attitudes toward authentic listening materials; students expressed strong positive perceptions of
the value of these materials for listening comprehension, vocabulary growth, and real-life applicabil-
ity—but they also pointed to difficulties related to accent, speed, and cultural unfamiliarity (Tawfeeq,
2024). These findings highlight a nuanced reality: while authentic materials offer pedagogical rich-
ness, their effectiveness depends heavily on alignment with learners’ language level and scaffolded
pedagogical support.

Intensive listening—a structured approach that involves repeated, focused engagement with listening
input in short, concentrated sessions—has been less frequently studied than more traditional listen-
ing or reading interventions, but emerging research suggests it holds particular promise for vocabu-
lary development. Sarbunan (2024) examined intensive listening strategies using platforms such as
YouTube videos, mobile apps, and podcasts; he argued that intensive listening immerses learners in
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rich, authentic input, thereby enabling them to internalize lexical items and improve comprehension
(Sarbunan, 2024). The study highlights metacognitive strategies (e.g., prediction, reflection) as cen-
tral to effective implementation, along with the need for technology-mediated scaffolding to support
lower-proficiency learners.

Importantly, in resource-limited contexts, the feasibility of intensive listening can be compromised
by infrastructural constraints. Alamri (2025) explicitly pointed out that implementing authentic lis-
tening in low-resource EFL settings is often hindered by unstable internet, lack of teacher training in
selecting appropriate materials, and limited access to playback devices (Alamri, 2025). These imple-
mentation challenges are formidable; yet, despite them, the potential gains in vocabulary acquisition
and comprehension cannot be ignored.

Although theoretical rationales and empirical findings consistently support the use of authentic mate-
rials and structured listening practices to enhance vocabulary learning, the literature reveals persistent
tensions. On one hand, authentic materials offer rich, motivating, culturally situated input (Sabir &
Hammad, 2023; Tawfeeq, 2024); on the other hand, they often produce cognitive overload, especially
for learners with limited exposure or lower proficiency (Alamri, 2025). Similarly, intensive listening
strategies, while theoretically attractive (Sarbunan, 2024), are rarely implemented in under-resourced
schools because of practical barriers. Thus, even though the promise of authentic input is well-docu-
mented, its effective deployment requires serious attention to learner readiness, scaffolded pedagogy,
and infrastructural support.

Crucially, most of the recent literature remains centered on higher-education contexts or well-re-
sourced environments; few studies have explored intensive listening of authentic materials with ado-
lescent EFL learners in middle-income countries—particularly in public schools with limited resourc-
es. This gap is not trivial: in contexts where internet connectivity is weak, devices are scarce, and
teacher professional development in material selection is absent, the challenges of deploying such
interventions are significantly magnified.

Based on the critical synthesis above, a research gap can be identified: even though there is strong the-
oretical rationale and favourable outcomes in controlled or well-justified studies, a lack of empirical
research on the efficiency of intensive listening to the real-life video content to acquire the vocabulary
and use it productively in adolescent EFL students in publicly accessible schools, especially in the
context of Jordan, can be identified. The literature does not extensively discuss the effects of infra-
structural limitations (e.g., dysfunctional internet, limited devices) on the implementation fidelity, as
well as how the teachers can support such interventions successfully under those circumstances.

The current research is aimed at filling this gap directly through examining a structured three session
intensive listening intervention involving short video clips in one of the public intermediate schools
in Jordan. The study targets the seventh-grade male learners, placing it in the context of vocabulary
acquisition, authentic materials, and intensive listening and overtly struggling with the practicality
of poor technological infrastructure. By so doing, the study does not only build up on theoretical ar-
guments regarding the effectiveness of authentic input in vocabulary development, but it also offers
practitioners and policy makers who seek to adopt long-term, scalable interventions based on listen-
ing in low-resource learning institutions evidence-based information.

METHODOLOGY

The current research utilised an exploratory mixed-methods research design to determine what vo-
cabulary gains are related to intensive listening to authentic video content among the seventh-grade
EFL students in a resource-constrained environment of the public school in Jordan; the research
design used combined both quantitative and qualitative approaches to data collection, thus enabling
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a sensitive insight into the gains in vocabulary of the learners, but also addressing the practical lim-
itations of the school setting, as well as inherent limitations of an exploratory research design. Since
the control or comparison group did not exist, the study was conducted as a longitudinal observation
of the vocabulary development over three consecutive instructional sessions with the focus on trends
and patterns and without the causal conclusions.

The participants consisted of a purposive sample of 25 male students, all of whom were in the sev-
enth grade and all of whom were part of this research, due to their enrollment in one and only public
intermediate school in Irbid, and all of whom had comparable backgrounds in their academic perfor-
mance and equivalent exposure to English language, so as to ensure equivalence and comparability
in testing one and only English language instructional material. The school has limitations regarding
its resources, and one of those limitations is that it has restricted functional devices, and it does not
pOssess projectors.

The teaching included three consecutive classes, each lasting 45 minutes (see appendix 2), over three
days. Each class was designed to provide optimal exposure to target vocabulary in context, with tar-
get vocabulary revolving around terms commonly used in buying and consuming, such as ‘on sale’,
‘queue’, ‘till’, ‘designer label’, ‘credit card’, ‘ receipts’ and ‘online shopping’. The choice of target
vocabulary was designed to be context-relevant and developmentally appropriate, and was kept en-
gaging by focusing on aspects of relevance to the curriculum and learner developmental level. The
teaching materials included authentic one-minute clips, sourced from various platforms to provide
authenticity, with each clip carefully selected depending on its relevance to teaching and learner lin-
guistic proficiency, which was below A2.

The learners practiced intensive listening skills, including frequent and sustained focus reviewing the
videos, combined with assigned tasks intended to promote lexical recognition, comprehension, and
productive skills. Learning tasks included prediction, comprehension, and role-play simulations, each
progressively more intricate, and aimed at encouraging learners’ cognitive processing of introduced
vocabularies. The lesson plans were designed with this end in mind, enabling learners numerous
exposures to target vocabularies, and so reinforcing their acquisition through meaningful, not rote,
processing.

To assess vocabulary learning, a set of formative and summative assessment tools was used (see
appendix 3). The formative assessment was carried out through checklists and rubrics, which were
designed to measure both recognition and productive uses of target vocabulary; these outcomes were
directly traceable and influenced subsequent lesson plans. The summative assessment was carried out
through teacher-made tests, conducted at two points in time, including pre-test at the beginning of each
lesson and post-test after all three lessons. The tests consisted of 12 items, including multiple-choice,
sentence completion, and context matching, covering recognition, recall, and application of target
vocabulary. The test items were varied each time to reduce memorability, although improvement was
constant. The assessment’s reliability was ensured by conducting pilot testing with selected students
not involved with the research, as well as consultations with English language teacher professionals.

The analysis of quantitative information was carried out with SPSS software, with statistical analysis
tailored to the research design involved, specifically paired-sample t-tests, focusing on overall trends
in learning by determining pre- versus post-test performance in word vocabulary, and by applying
repeated measures ANOVA in determining difference and cumulative growth over three lessons. Nor-
mal and sphericity tests were conducted to check if analysis was applicable. Concurrently, qualitative
findings generated by analyzing learner responses and classroom observation provide insights into
learner engagement and attitudes and overall value perceptions of the strategy’s application, allow-
ing, although not causal, overall trends in qualitative findings complementing overall trends identified
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by quantitative findings regarding learner motivation regarding word vocabulary.

The research was conducted under strictly ethical considerations, such as obtaining consent (see
appendix 1) to carry out the research from school authorities, parents, and learners, ensuring that par-
ticipation was voluntary, and dealing with anonymity. All these aspects not only respected the dignity
of learners but also contributed to professional accountability in conducting research in the sector of
education.

A few limitations regarding methodology are noted. Firstly, having no control group makes it difficult
to specifically attribute obtained gains in vocabulary to this method, and as such, causal conclusions
are considered not applicable, and this research is treated more as an exploratory one, resting on as-
sociations and trends. Another aspect, regarding methodology, is that although having fewer devices
and variable projector availability may possibly affect this method’s integrity and generalizability, at
the same time, it raises ecological validity regarding its application within conditions closer to those
of public schools. Lastly, it should be noted that this method’s application was only three consecutive
45-minute lessons, and as such, not much can be concluded regarding its sustainability regarding
long-term retention and transfer.

FINDINGS

Quantitative findings of the study are represented in this section, which focused on intensive listening
to authentic video materials, exploring the association with vocabulary acquisition for seventh-grade
students from a resource-poor public school in Jordan. Findings from the test are interpreted in the
light of contemporary literature on authentic materials and vocabulary learning as reviewed in the
previous sections. Descriptive statistics and tests of inference in the form of paired-samples t-tests
and one-way repeated-measures ANOVA were performed alongside effect size calculations in order
to understand the statistical and practical significance of the gains observed.

Table 1 shows the mean scores and standard deviations at four assessment points: one pre-test and
three post-lesson tests following each consecutive lesson. The pre-test mean score of 9.67 (SD =
1.91) increased linearly across the three lessons to 13.43 (SD = 1.85) after the first lesson, 16.21 (SD
= 1.97) after the second, and 17.89 (SD = 1.13) after the third lesson. It can be seen that the standard
deviation is reduced, particularly after Lesson 3, indicating convergence in performance among stu-
dents and suggesting that the intervention contributed to a more homogeneous learning outcome of
the target vocabulary across the group.

Table 1 Mean and Standard Deviation of Vocabulary Scores Across Assessments

Assessment Mean Standard Deviation
Pre-Test 9.67 1.91
Post-Lesson 1 13.43 1.85
Post-Lesson 2 16.21 1.97
Post-Lesson 3 17.89 1.13

As illustrated in Figure 1, the bar chart with error bars demonstrates a clear upward trajectory of
vocabulary acquisition across the lessons; this visual representation aligns with the descriptive statis-
tics and highlights the progressive consolidation of target vocabulary following repeated exposure to
authentic video materials
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Figure 1: vocabulary scores at each stage

In figure 1 (above) the descriptive data is expressed visually. Mean scores of vocabulary at each stage
were analyzed in a bar chart with error bar representing standard deviation. The graphical trend proves
the upward trend highlighted in Table 1. This very upward trend is an indication that the repeated
exposure to authentic listening materials helped in consolidating the process of learning vocabulary.
In order to regulate statistical significance of vocabulary improvement of the students, I carried out
t- tests of the paired samples where they were compared based on the pre-test and the results of other
post-lesson examinations. It was hypothesized that the objective was to ascertain the presence or ab-
sence of statistical significance between mean scores at pre- and post- lessons. It was analyzed that:

Table 3: Paired-Sample T-Test Results Comparing Vocabulary Scores Across Assessments

. Mean Differ- )
Pair of Assessments t df | p-value Interpretation
ence
Significant
Pre-Test vs post-Lesson 1 3.541 8.330 | 24 0.000
improvement
Significant
Post-Lesson 1 vs post-Lesson 2 3.521 8.821 | 24 0.000
improvement
Significant
Post-Lesson 2 vs post-Lesson 3 1.391 3.119 | 24 0.005
improvement

There was a statistically significant improvement from the pre-test to Lesson 1 (p < 0.001),
From Lesson 1 to Lesson 2 (p < 0.01),
And from Lesson 2 to Lesson 3 (p < 0.05).

These findings indicate that each successive lesson produced statistically significant vocabulary
gains, with the largest improvement observed between the pre-test and the first lesson; the effect
size of Cohen’s d = 1.97 suggests that the average student progressed from approximately the 47th
percentile to above the 95th percentile, representing a considerable educational impact. The reduced
gains observed in the third lesson, albeit still statistically significant (d = 0.85), may reflect potential
ceiling effects, learner fatigue, or variability in the linguistic complexity of the third video clip; such
interpretations are consistent with research on repeated exposure and the diminishing returns of in-
tensive interventions in short-term contexts (Nation, 2019; Chen et al., 2021).

To understand the trend of the overall evaluated part at all four assessment points, a one-way repeat
measures ANOVA was carried out. The null hypothesis tested by the analysis was that, there is no
difference between the means of the four tests. ANOVA values revealed that there was a significant
effect of lessons stage on vocabulary scores (F (3,72) = 56.84, p < 0.001) which means that the per-
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formance of the students on the vocabulary did improve significantly over the lessons.

Table 2: ANOVA Summary Table for Vocabulary Scores

Source of Variation SS df MS F p
Between Assessments 789.4 3 263.13 | 56.84 <0.001
Within Groups 3333 72 4.63 . L
Total 1122.7 75 . L L

Such an analysis corroborates the conclusion that all lessons contributed to the development of vo-
cabulary. Bonferroni adjustment post-hoc showed that each of the inferences between successive
lessons was significant. Such an observation is representative of the effect of the intensive listening
strategy during the longer term. To make it more convenient to compare the cumulative distributions
of scores and clarify the individual variations, Figure 2 visualizes the dispersion of the performance
of the students at each stage as a boxplot.

Fig 2: Boxplot of VocabBulary Scorss A ross ARssssviesnts

Figure 2: Boxplot of Vocabulary Scores Across Assessments

The boxplot in Figure 2 above not only verifies the descriptive and inferential analysis, with the me-
dian scores gradually rising and the interquartile range narrowing, especially from the third lesson,
which reveals that most students progressed towards better vocabulary and with fewer extremes. This
phenomenon not only verifies the effectiveness of intensive listening with authentic texts but also
attests to the argument that has been established by previous research regarding effective vocabulary
learning by adolescents in EFL settings (Nation, 2019; Chen et al., 2021).

The results suggest that intensive listening to authentic video clips can ensure considerable vocab-
ulary uptake, even under resource-limited conditions characterized by technological limitations re-
garding device availability and projector availability, and this addresses the mentioned gap in relation
to adolescents in public schools in Jordan, which has barely been explored in current literature. Addi-
tionally, the gradual decrease in standard deviation can be seen to emphasize achieving homogeneity
regarding learn outcomes and thus authentic vocabulary, with considerable impact noted regardless
of individual students’ capabilities.

The controlled gains seen in lesson three deserve pedagogical comment, and several explanations
could be proposed, including ceiling effects, where improvement was necessarily restricted, motiva-
tional displacement from the initial lessons, or sub-optimal alignment of the video clip with learners’
proficiency. Such points raise interesting questions with regard to designing curriculums and suggest
that while intensive interventions may be optimal, after a certain critical mass, diminishing returns
may be encountered. Taken together, the findings from statistical analysis and descriptive research,
supported by current literature, suggest that authentic materials and intensive listening approaches
provide an effective and viable method of vocabulary development in young EFL learners, and this
research also indicates its feasibility and application aspects in school settings in resource-poor coun-

tries.
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DISCUSSION

The results of this exploratory research offer significant qualitative evidence that intensive listening
to authentic video materials can help achieve tangible progress in vocabulary development among
grade-seven EFL students in a resource-poor public school in Jordan, as, in this research, conducted
over three consecutive classes, there was a statistically significant and noticeably positive improve-
ment in scores, with scores increasing from 9.67 in the pre-test to 17.89 in the third class, that is, by
40%. The decrease in standard deviation scores over time not only reveals marked improvement in
performance, but it also shows that students’ performance started to narrow down to each individual
achieving relatively equal outcomes, an aspect paramount in diversified classrooms. The findings of
this research, thus, support modern theories and ideas regarding language learning, specifically Na-
tion’s (2019) theory, which puts equal stress on multiple exposures to target vocabularies in diversi-
fied surroundings, all positing that, to achieve proficiency in learning new vocabularies, learners need
significant and comprehensible input and practice.

Despite the strong finding emerging from the quantitative analyses, it is crucial to acknowledge that
this research involved a package treatment, such that it was not possible to determine specifically
what aspect of, or within, each package contributed to its noted effect. It is not clear, for instance,
whether it was the authenticity of materials, the repetition involved, or the classroom support provid-
ed, and perhaps to what degree each was involved. This type of research should be conducted by, per-
haps, comparing audio materials with authenticity versus those with simplified or textbook versions,
perhaps under equal conditions of repetition and classroom support, in order to be able to understand
what role authenticity may, and should, be assigned.

Another paramount aspect, which ought to be considered, is those primarily tied to the capacity of
such interventions to be feasibly implemented, as evident in the research, with technological limita-
tions in the school, such as intermittent projector usage, few computers, and inefficient internet con-
nectivity, calling for deliberate lesson designs and prior selection of apt videos. This aspect not only
underlines scalability issues and financial feasibility of such interventions, but, based on findings, it
is evident that even with such limitations, authentic videos can be effective towards better vocabulary
development, amid structured listening and repetition, with apt interventions tailored along demo-
graphic lines in such academic environments.

From analyzing the results of incremental gains over the three lessons, there appears to be diminishing
returns from Lesson 2 to Lesson 3, with the rise in mean scores of 1.68 points, which was lower than
seen in the previous intervals. This may be due to ceiling effects, with students reaching near mastery
levels with respect to accessible vocabularies, or fatigue with each new format, although familiar,
may not be as engaging, or may simply represent differing degrees of linguistic and/or context-related
interest and value of the third video clip. It has significant practical value, however, with regard to
suggestions that intensive listening strategies with vocabularies may be at their optimal effectiveness
with only so many lessons, and that sustained gains may be better obtained by mixing and matching
authentic texts or including and implementing interactive forms such as role-playing or storytelling.

From a policy and teaching practice perspective, these findings demonstrate the potential value of
intensive listening to authentic materials, and can be viewed as an effective, and comparatively in-
expensive, method of upgrading vocabulary development in middle-income countries with schools
of modest resources. The success of this method, in terms of its ability to yield significant benefits
with comparatively modest infrastructural expenditure, serves as preliminary support not only for
its feasibility but its value and relevance in contexts with limitations in technology expenditure and
infrastructural availability, without necessarily requiring an impractical amount of time or resources.
The time required to prepare these teaching materials, such as pre-viewing videos, lesson preparation,
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and monitoring, may be addressed through support and teaching staff development.

It is also imperative to consider locating these findings within the overall modern literature. Modern
research confirms the effectiveness of authentic materials and authentic listening materials specifical-
ly with regard to fostering productive and receptive vocabulary development, especially if learners
can be encouraged through cumulative and meaningful approaches (Chen et al., 2021). Notably,
modern research and findings specifically reiterate not only the value of focusing material allocation
in accordance with learners’ proficiency but also with regard to cultural and contextual relevance, and
this has been addressed specifically by informing material allocation with relevance to actual shop-
pers’ vocabularies in authentic videos within this research.

Finally, it is essential to explicitly consider the limitations of this research. The lack of a control group
and usage of a small, single-class group means that generalizations cannot be made with certainty
from this research, although its success is very encouraging and represents more of an indication
than definitive proof, with no attempt at analyzing causal pathways. Further longitudinal analysis
is warranted and necessary to understand long-term outcomes concerning retention and transfer in
language production, such as writing and extemporaneous speaking, of acquired vocabulary. Yet, the
findings here, including performance convergence and effect size, provide preliminary success with
initial, intensive listening interventions closing skills gaps towards a scalable model with potential
applicability to resource-poor school environments for initial pilot efforts.

In sum, the discussion above points out that extensive listening to authentic materials can be an ef-
fective, evidence-based method of ameliorating vocabulary learning outcomes in EFL young learners
under restricted learning environments, and it is hoped that it can offer valid recommendations and
guidance with regard to authentic video materials, repetition and support, and long-term application
within overall curriculums, and it is proposed that such findings be verified and confirmed by further
research designs and prospective research and classroom implementations, including comparative
designs and long-term analysis, so as to define and identify what exact principles and fundamentals
underpin and enable such improved outcomes.

CONLCUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following recommendations are grounded in and flow from the empirical results of this explor-
atory study that showed significant vocabulary gain through intensive listening to authentic video
materials. Recommendations will be laid down in order of feasibility, impact, and relevance to the
practical context of resource-limited public schools in Jordan, while also considering implications for
teacher practice, curriculum design, and policy development.

1. Incorporate at least one authentic listening activity per thematic unit

The results indicated that the largest improvements took place between the pre-test and the first les-
son, suggesting that even one genuinely structured authentic listening activity can yield meaningful
gains in vocabulary. Instructors should then incorporate at least one authentic video-based listening
activity per thematic unit, making sure that pre-teaching of key vocabulary has been delivered and
structured comprehension support has been given.

2. Optimize the intensity and duration of listening interventions

This analysis showed diminishing returns between the second and third lessons, which may indicate
that more than two successive intensive listening lessons per unit would not add much value to vo-
cabulary acquisition and might lead to cognitive fatigue or a lack of involvement on the part of the
students. Consequently, no more than two intensive listening lessons are recommended per unit. Ad-
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ditional instructional time for productive activities should be devoted to speaking and writing exercis-
es in which students can take an active part by using the newly acquired vocabulary. This suggestion
corresponds to evidence from recent studies showing that strategic intensity and timing of exposure
are important factors for efficient vocabulary retention.

3. Prioritize pre-teaching and scaffolding to support comprehension

Considering the students’ heterogeneous proficiency levels and the very limited exposure to En-
glish in resource-poor contexts, scaffolding is necessary. In such a situation, teachers can provide
pre-teaching of target vocabulary, stop the videos to explain certain words, use subtitles wherever
possible, and use visual aids to enhance comprehension. These scaffolding strategies reduce the af-
fective filter, thereby raising the confidence level of the learners and ensuring that intensive listening
activities are achievable by all learners at their levels.

4. Adapt instructional materials to local technological constraints

Apart from intermittent internet connectivity, limited access to devices, and the absence of a reliable
projector are some of the practical limitations that have to be addressed if it is to be sustainable.
These include recommendations such as resorting to offline video resources, rotating devices among
students, and providing worksheets or printed transcripts to supplement audiovisual input. Lesson
planning by the teacher should be flexible, anticipating technological interruptions to ensure conti-
nuity in vocabulary exposure. This strategy emphasizes feasible, context-sensitive implementation in
resource-limited schools, addressing directly the research gap presented in this study within Jordani-
an public-school settings.

5. Encourage active student involvement and ownership of learning

The study also showed that active processing of vocabulary through prediction, identification, and
contextual use significantly contributed to gains in recognition and retention. Teachers are encour-
aged to get students more actively involved by asking questions, making predictions, and using vo-
cabulary in structured follow-up activities. Whenever possible, students can be given a chance to
choose authentic clips related to their experiences, which increases motivation and ownership, as con-
firmed by the present findings. This method corresponds to the student-centered learning approach
and is extremely appropriate for contexts where students are not exposed to English much outside the
classroom.

6. Support teacher professional development for authentic listening integration

Effective design and delivery of intensive listening interventions require the judicious selection of
materials, structured lesson planning, and engaging comprehension tasks. The school should ensure
that relevant professional development programs prepare teachers to choose authentic videos that suit
the age group of learners, design scaffolded activities, and handle classroom dynamics with minimal
technological resources. This recommendation responds precisely to the practical challenge that the
study has underlined: teacher competencies, particularly in resource-poor contexts, are critical to in-
terventions that are effective and can be scaled up.

7. Conduct longitudinal and comparative research to inform policy and practice

While the current study has shown promising short-term gains, further research is needed that inves-
tigates long-term retention and practical application in speaking and writing. Control groups, student
population variation, and longer-term follow-ups in future studies are needed to ascertain the dura-
bility and transferability of vocabulary gains. Moreover, comparison studies using authentic versus
simplified materials could clarify the exact mechanics that drive vocabulary acquisition, as the pres-
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ent exploratory design cannot tease apart the separate contribution of each intervention component.
These recommendations not only inform classroom practice but also policy decisions with respect to
curriculum design, resource allocation, and the wider-scale adoption of intensive listening strategies.

8. Adopt implementation strategies that provide value for money and are scalable.

Recommendations given the identified constraints, which include limited devices and internet togeth-
er with sporadic projector availability, have pointed toward interventions that maximize exposure
from minimal technological investment. Strategies here include rotations of small numbers of devic-
es, use of offline video clips, and supplementing audiovisual materials with printed scaffolds to ensure
the intensive listening approach is practicable and sustainable even in under-resourced schools. This
emphasis accords with the implications of this study for policy and practical feasibility; such gains in
vocabulary acquisition have a better likelihood of being realized across diverse educational contexts.
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China Pakistan Economic Corridor:
Regional Concerns And Implications

Muhammad Yasir KHAN!

Abstract

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a vital part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
keeps substantial vows for regional integration, business, and growth. At the same time, it also faces
considerable issues that delay its smooth execution and lasting sustainability. This research highlights
the challenges of regional difficulties surrounding CPEC, including strategic competition, security ri-
valry, economic inequalities, and a lack of trust among neighboring countries. Applying a qualitative
research approach, the study examines secondary data, policy papers, and expert viewpoints to eval-
uate how regional aspects affect the business and geopolitical prospects of CPEC. The outcome pro-
poses that while CPEC gives massive prospects for Islamabad’s infrastructure growth and Beijing’s
regional connectivity, persistent challenges like New Delhi’s opposition, uncertainty in Afghanistan,
and objections from smaller South Asian countries limit its potential. The research highlights to opt
for confidence-building initiatives, comprehensive regional discourse, and transparent strategy agen-
das to lessen tensions and guarantee CPEC’s role as a candid driver of collaboration and justifiable
expansion in Central and South Asia.

Keywords: CPEC, BRI, Economic Connectivity, Regional Collaboration, Strategic Rivalry.
INTRODUCTION

One of the most determined global development strategies of the 21% century is the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) launched by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013. Through the advancement of
infrastructure, trade networks, and financial amalgamation, the primary goal is to boost connectivity
and cooperation among countries across Asia, Europe, and Africa. China intends to arouse economic
growth, reinforce political ties, and enlarge its influence on a transcontinental scale by reviving the
historical Silk Road, both on land and at sea. Within this massive initiative, the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) serves as a model for China’s wide-ranging vision of regional integration
and economic interdependence, and stands out as one of its leading and most strategically significant
components.

During the visit of President Xi Jinping to Pakistan, CPEC was announced officially in 2015. The
initial investment plan cost approximately $46 billion and later increased to over $60 billion. The
CPEC consists of many plans, such as energy infrastructure, transportation networks, special eco-
nomic zones (SEZs), and telecommunication systems that stretch from Pakistan’s Gwadar Port on the
Arabian Sea to China’s Xinjiang province, encompassing the road networks, railway lines, pipeline,
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and energy projects (Jaleel, 2019). Through CPEC, China has reduced its reliance on the Strait of Ma-
lacca and enhanced its energy security because this corridor works as an alternate and shorter path-
way to the Middle East and Africa. The CPEC for Pakistan is a game-changer in the future, especially
in underdeveloped regions such as Balochistan and Gilgit-Baltistan. The corridor could improve the
energy crisis, enhance industrial development, and encourage socio-economic development.

There are multiple reasons to study the regional challenges and effects of CPEC, which holds im-
mense significance in regional politics. First, CPEC lies at the juncture of South and Central Asia, and
the Middle East regions are marked by rival interests, historical oppositions, and political uncertain-
ty. The project conveys deep implications for regional geopolitics and security dynamic forces, and
also surpasses bilateral cooperation between Pakistan and China. From neighboring countries, this
corridor has received both support and opposition. Since the corridor’s passage through the disputed
territory of Gilgit-Baltistan, India sees it as a strategic and sovereignty threat, whereas Pakistan and
China view this project as a door to growth and collaboration. Simultaneously, Iran and Afghanistan
are also concerned about the alternative trade routes and regional influence and perceive it through
the lens of competition (Rahim, 2018). Thus, CPEC has triggered these challenges, which we need to
analyze and understand in the broader strategic recalibration.

Second, the economic and political future of South Asia will be shaped by CPEC’s accomplishment
or failure. It could change Pakistan into a regional trade center, encourage regional connectivity, and
inspire cross-border collaboration if it is managed effectively. But its potential could be confined
due to continuous challenges such as political instability, security threats, and external opposition.
Additionally, CPEC also requires attention towards the criticism for raising apprehensions over debt
reliance, transparency, and environmental sustainability. It is crucial to understand that not only for
Pakistan and China, but also for policymakers and researchers, to evaluate how mega-projects like
CPEC can impact regional stability and integration.

While designed as a development and connectivity initiative, the main aim of this study is to assess
how CPEC has generated geopolitical friction and regional security challenges, and to explore the
duality of CPEC as a possible engine of economic revolution and as a foundation of strategic tension
in South Asia. The examination of the regional responses to CPEC, identification of the political and
security challenges associated with it, and evaluation of broader effects on regional power dynamics
are the core objectives of this research (Faisal, 2019). Through the lens of present-day international
relations and regional politics, this paper contributes to the academic discourse by analyzing both the
positive and negative consequences of CPEC.

This study is an important academic effort to create a bridge between economic development nar-
ratives and geopolitical realities. CPEC underscores the complexities of regional rivalries, security
dilemmas, and sovereignty disputes; it is also a promising project for cooperation and growth. In
studying these aspects related to CPEC, the paper sheds light on the function of the corridor in shap-
ing the future of regional order in South Asia as a catalyst for collaboration or as a turning point for
opposition. In the end, this research redefines the balance between development ambitions and stra-
tegic interests in the evolving regional landscape by examining large-scale connectivity projects like
CPEC.

METHODOLOGY

The study employs a qualitative research design, which is suitable for understanding the complex
geopolitical, economic, and strategic dynamics surrounding CPEC, and to explore the regional chal-
lenges and effects of the corridor. The qualitative approach enables an in-depth investigation of
perceptions, motivations, and inferences that cannot be apprehended through quantitative methods
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alone. The aim is to interpret the forms of interaction between states and the broader structural forces
shaping regional politics. This research is a compilation of primary and secondary data following
the primary sources through the semi-structured interviews with multi-disciplinary experts, policy
makers, analysts in international relations, regional security, and economic development, to include
their experiences and firsthand knowledge regarding CPEC’s implementation and its regional ramifi-
cations. The voices from these experts navigate to the evolving narratives regarding the project, par-
ticularly with respect to regional security and strategic orientations. Furthermore, to understand the
official discourse and objectives behind CPEC, the secondary data from official policy documents,
statements, and reports issued by government institutions in China and Pakistan, also includes an
extensive book review, articles, and research papers published by think tanks and international orga-
nizations are examined as well. This comparative study of scholarly explanation and newly collected
perceptions from primary data provides a theoretical and empirical foundation. The research engages
with neorealist theory, explaining the geopolitical analytical framework that focuses on the quest for
power, security, and national interest by regional and global actors. To better understand the influenc-
es of CPEC, the neorealist framework helps in explaining the regional alignments, economic depen-
dencies, and security perceptions. Nevertheless, this study has some limitations, for instance, access
to confidential data and policymakers is restricted, the subjectivity in the expert’s interpretations and
opinions, and time and resource restraints. Moreover, the study mainly emphasizes regional dynamics
in South Asia rather than a global comparative analysis.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Dating back to the early years following the development of diplomatic bonds in 1951, the roots of
the China-Pakistan relationship were established. One of the most enduring and multifaceted partner-
ships in Asia has evolved in the last few decades. The mutual strategic trust, shared geopolitical inter-
ests, and complementary needs laid the foundation of this bond. In the early 1970s, Pakistan played
a vital role in bridging China’s relations with the West during the Cold War. Most significantly, it
facilitated the historical reconciliation between Beijing and Washington. As a result, China supported
Pakistan after Pakistan’s wars with India in 1965 and 1971 with its extended military and economic
assistance.

Pakistan became a partner for Beijing’s ambitions naturally due to its ideal geostrategic location link-
ing East Asia, South Asia, and the Middle East. China appeared as a global economic power in the
post-Cold War period, and its foreign policy began to stress economic diplomacy, regional connectiv-
ity, and energy security. Through defense collaboration, nuclear technology transfer, and consistent
diplomatic support in international forums, the relationship between these two states has strengthened
(Shah & Anwar, 2022). In the early 2000s, the idea of connecting western China to the Arabian Sea
with the help of this economic corridor began to take shape, but was officially recognized in 2015 as
part of China’s BRI, which became a reason for the formal launching of the CPEC.

CPEC was not only to deepen the China-Pakistan relationship, but it was also a vision as a transfor-
mative project to enhance regional integration through infrastructure development, trade facilitation,
and energy cooperation. However, each state viewed it through its own geopolitical and economic
lens as the project progressed, it began to impact the strategic calculations of regional stakeholders.

New Delhi sees CPEC as a direct violation of its territorial integrity because the corridor passes
through Gilgit-Baltistan, a territory which India claims as part of its larger Jammu and Kashmir
dispute. CPEC is considered primarily through a security and sovereignty prism. Furthermore, India
also has some strategic reservations on China regarding CPEC, especially due to the development
of Gwadar Port, which boosts China’s naval and economic presence in the Indian Ocean. India, as a
result, started to strengthen its strategic relations with the United States and other Indo-Pacific powers
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to counterbalance China’s influence by actively opposing the project (Khan K. , 2016).

Afghanistan’s standpoint on CPEC is molded by its aims for economic inclusivity and connectivity.
To get access to seaports and trade networks, Kabul has shown interest in joining the corridor, but it
became difficult due to the critical relationship with Pakistan and unstable security conditions that
hindered the potential growth. China has been interested in extending this corridor into Afghanistan,
but it needs assurance of political and security stability, especially after the Taliban takeover in 2021
further worsened the possibility.

Iran has a mixed perception of CPEC, although it shares borders with both Pakistan and China. Tehran
does realize the significance of regional integration and economic collaboration through this project,
which connects Gwadar and Iran’s Chabahar Port. But also, it remains cautious to see the China-Paki-
stan growing alliance, anxious about the marginalization in regional trade dynamics. The opposition
supported by China and India between Gwadar and Chabahar, respectively, demonstrates how CPEC
has widened the geo-economic competition between regional powers (Manish & Kaushik, 2019).

In the academic literature on CPEC, more studies are adding to highlight its multi-layered conse-
quences. According to some economists, Pakistan’s energy and transportation infrastructure, stimu-
lated foreign investment, and promoted regional integration, CPEC has the ideal potential for trans-
formation. Similarly, in a political context, while reducing the dependency on Western aid, CPEC also
reveals a shift in Pakistan’s foreign policy orientation to deepen its relations with China. Likewise,
many researchers also underline the security concerns in the corridor’s vulnerability to terrorism,
regional oppositions, and domestic instability. Under the theoretical framework of neorealism, CPEC
has always been analyzed to view the project as an instrument for China’s strategic expansion and to
balance against United States supremacy in Asia.

Instead of examining how among South and Central Asian countries CPEC reshapes regional align-
ments, perceptions, and interdependencies, many of the studies are specifically focusing on economic
benefits or security challenges in isolation. Additionally, there is limited primary data such as inter-
views and field observations which could provide empirical data to shed light into how policymakers
and local communities observe CPEC’s results. This paper intends to analyze CPEC’s broader region-
al inferences and to fill the gap by assimilating both primary and secondary data. It offers a complete
understanding of how CPEC concurrently raises support and fuels competition in South Asia and
pursues to link the divide between economic and geopolitical analyses.

CPEC and Its Regional Challenges

For enhancing regional connectivity and economic development, the CPEC holds immense impor-
tance as a leading project of China’s BRI. However, without controversies and resistance, its im-
plementation is not possible. This corridor navigates complex geopolitical landscapes marked by
conflicts, territorial disagreements, and uncertainty, extending from Kashgar in China’s Xinjiang
province to Pakistan’s Gwadar Port on the Arabian Sea. To address broader issues of security, ter-
rorism, and economic competition, the project faces numerous regional challenges, including India,
Afghanistan, Iran, and other neighboring states.

India’s Opposition: Strategic Rivalry and Sovereignty Worries

A series of Chinese-funded port and infrastructure projects across the Indian Ocean is envisioned to
enfold the India strategically. India views CPEC as part of China’s wider “String of Pearls” strategy
beyond sovereignty matters. India’s concern about China’s potential military presence and maritime
dominance in the region heightens due to the development of Gwadar Port under CPEC, which is
located near the Strait of Hormuz. In South Asia, such developments are viewed as altering the stra-
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tegic balance through initiatives like the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad), encouraging India
to fortify its naval competencies and deepen its strategic partnerships with the United States, Japan,
and Australia (Shah S. T., 2020).

By merging a bloc that encounters Indian influence in the region, India also perceives CPEC as a tool
to develop the China-Pakistan strategic arrangement. Under the umbrella of CPEC, India’s perception
of encirclement intensified by the increasing collaboration between Beijing and Islamabad in intel-
ligence sharing, defense, and technology. Contrary to China’s growing regional influence, India has
decided to look forward to alternative economic and strategic partnerships, such as the International
North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and the Chabahar Port project with Iran (Narayan, 2021).

Afghanistan’s Ambiguity: Transit Issues and Border Challenges

Afghanistan is a serious factor in the project’s regional position due to its geographical proximity to
Pakistan and its possible inclusion in CPEC. However, the major challenges to the smooth implemen-
tation and extension of this corridor are border security, political instability, and complex relations
with Pakistan. To foster regional peace through economic cooperation, Pakistan has envisioned and
expressed its willingness to expand CPEC to Afghanistan. Thus, the hindrance in this progress is
the conflict of the Durand Line and the militant activities in the cross-border areas. For instance,
the attacks on Pakistani land from the Afghan territory conducted by the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) remain a hotspot for revolt with militant groups. These attacks raise security concerns that are
not only threatening to Pakistan’s internal stability but also discourage investors’ confidence in the
broader CPEC region.

In addition, since the Taliban’s return to power in 2021, Afghanistan’s internal power struggles and
economic weakness have created uncertainty about its participation in major regional projects. As Af-
ghanistan seeks to avoid being drawn into geopolitical conflicts, Kabul’s bonds with both Islamabad
and Beijing remain vigilant. Furthermore, Afghanistan has become a difficult environment for large-
scale projects like CPEC due to the absence of a stable governance framework, lack of infrastructure,
and limited financial resources (Haidari, 2024). In the expansion of CPEC’s potential for land con-
nectivity, Afghanistan has provided a land bridge to Central Asia. However, a persistent challenge for
the corridor’s regional integration ambitions and delays in the project are Afghanistan’s uncertainty
due to continuous instability, terrorist threats, and cross-border tensions.

Iran’s Stance: Gwadar-Chabahar Port Opposition

Through the advancement of Chabahar Port, Iran’s position on CPEC is formed largely by its eco-
nomic struggle with Pakistan’s Gwadar Port, with which it functions with India’s support. Chabahar
serves as a strategic counterpoint to CPEC’s maritime constituent, located approximately 70 kilo-
meters from Gwadar. Chabahar proposes to India a direct path to Afghanistan and Central Asia,
bypassing Pakistan completely, while Gwadar intends to offer China access to the Arabian Sea. The
operational dynamics of Chabahar and Gwadar have fueled regional rivalry, whereas Iran has ex-
pressed a general inclination to cooperate with China under the wider BRI framework. For Iran and
India, Chabahar embodies an alternate trade hub less reliant on Beijing’s influence, but for Pakistan,
Gwadar is a symbol of its economic partnership with China.

Besides, Iran’s tense relations with Western powers, irregular sanctions, and vigilant diplomacy with
China add layers of complication. The practical incorporation of Iranian infrastructure with CPEC
remains restricted, while Beijing signed a 25-year strategic cooperation treaty. The United States’
sanctions against Iran created a fragmented regional economic environment and deterred many in-
ternational investors from taking part in Chabahar or any Iran-linked projects, where Gwadar and
Chabahar work more as competitors than complements. As overlapping interests and mistrust among
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Pakistan, Iran, and India hinder the formation of a coherent economic network in the region, this ri-
valry indirectly affects CPEC’s potential for regional connectivity (Zeb, 2023).

Regional Safety Challenges: Militancy, Extremism, and Uncertainty in Baluchistan

The success of CPEC strongly relies on regional and domestic security, especially in Baluchistan
province of Pakistan, which has the most strategically important Gwadar Port. However, the sepa-
ratist groups have targeted several times to infrastructure, workers, and security personnel attached
to CPEC projects has marking Baluchistan as a center of revolt. Such attacks undermine Pakistan’s
capability to provide a protected investment environment but also threaten Chinese workers. The Ba-
loch Liberation Army (BLA) and other revolt groups argue that local communities get less advantage
from these development projects. Therefore, they perceive CPEC as a tool of exploitation and, as a
result, attacked and assaulted Chinese consulates, convoys, and CPEC-linked set-ups. Moreover, a
continuous threat to the safety of CPEC’s infrastructure and workforce is those terrorist networks that
are functioning in Pakistan’s tribal areas, such as leftovers of Al Qaeda and ISIS-associated groups.

In response to these threats, Pakistan has deployed special security units like the Special Security Di-
vision (SSD), including tens of thousands of personnel, to protect CPEC projects. Particularly in the
western corridor roads, despite these actions, intermittent violence continues, reflecting entrenched
socio-political grievances that cannot be addressed through security measures alone (Bansal, 2008).

Economic Competition and Competing Integrating Schemes

CPEC has confronted many competitions from substitute regional connectivity initiatives beyond po-
litical and security challenges. One of the most significant is led by India, Russia, and Iran, popularly
known as the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC). This 7,200-kilometer corridor
offers an alternate trading path that crosses over both Pakistan and China, aiming to connect India to
Europe via Iran. Furthermore, to enhance Central Asia’s connectivity with the Middle East and South
Asia without the reliance on China, projects like the Ashgabat Agreement and Trans-Afghan Railway
are introduced. The purpose of these opposing initiatives is to weaken the CPEC’s supremacy as the
central trade corridor in Eurasia, but also to spread regional transport possibilities. Within CPEC, the
economic struggle is further enlarged by concerns over debt sustainability and inadequate benefits.
Similar to what has been observed in Sri Lanka or other BRI-participating states, some regional
countries pay attention to China’s heavy investments with seriousness, fearing a pattern of debt de-
pendence (Singh, 2023).

Regional Impacts of CPEC

CPEC not only has geopolitical importance for Islamabad and Beijing but also transforms the busi-
ness and trade, social and political backdrop of the region and beyond. Its effects in South Asia can
be analyzed via three interconnected aspects: political, economic, and strategic.

Economic Impacts

Through the lens of business and trade, CPEC is considered to increase regional economics, inte-
gration, and growth prospects in South Asia and beyond. By connecting China’s Xinjiang areas to
Pakistan’s Gwadar Port, the corridor begins a direct business path from the Western area of China
to the Arabian Sea, meaningfully lessening shipping time and expense. This corridor allows Beijing
to escape the long and volatile Strait of Malacca, which is a geopolitical chokepoint. Resultantly,
the corridor fortifies Beijing’s business safety while turning Islamabad into an important transit and
business center. The development schemes under the corridor including roads, railway tracks, and
energy powerhouses have energized Islamabad’s local economy and generated prospects for regional
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business and trade integration. States like Kabul, Tehran, and the Central Asian Republics can take
advantage of the corridor’s integration by connecting their markets with Beijing and the Arabian Sea.
For South Asia, CPEC gives an agenda for cross-border business easing and supply chain connectiv-
ity, which may enhance greater regional business and trade interdependence.

The corridor has also cheered the formation of SEZs focused on increasing industrial output, high-
tech sharing, and job opportunities (Liu & Liu, 2022). These SEZs can become local and interna-
tional manufacturing centers, attracting capital from Beijing and other states. In addition, the power
schemes under the corridor have meaningfully lessened Islamabad’s power shortfall, increasing its
industrial production and trade stability. At the same time, the business and trade benefits are not
properly distributed. Critics claim that while Islamabad and Beijing gain immediate advantages, other
South Asian states like New Delhi consider the corridor as a hurdle to their economic expansion and
geopolitical interests. However, if accomplished properly, the corridor can serve as a tool for regional
triumph and cross-border business and trade collaboration.

Strategic Impacts

Strategically, the corridor is transforming the geopolitical aspects of the region and the larger Indian
Ocean area. CPEC not only fortifies Beijing’s position in the Arabian Sea but also locates Islamabad
as an important factor in regional activities. Gwadar Port’s strategic position next to the Strait of Hor-
muz, a route for almost one-fifth of the globe’s oil, gives Beijing extraordinary access to power routes
and shipping lane networks. This expansion has resulted in worries in competitive countries, specifi-
cally New Delhi and Washington, who considers the corridor as part of Beijing’s policy to increase it
say across the Indo-Pacific via the so-called pursued “String of Pearls” strategy.

New Delhi’s disagreement shoots from both sovereignty fears, since the corridor passes via Gilg-
it-Baltistan, a disputed area, and from geopolitical anxieties about increasing China-Pakistan asso-
ciation. India worries that the corridor may contain New Delhi by fortifying Beijing’s economic and
military footprints in its surrounding. Resultantly, New Delhi has pursued to contain this increasing
influence via alternative schemes like the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) with
Tehran and Moscow, and by injecting money in Tehran’s port, Chabahar.

For Islamabad, the corridor gives a calculated shield, increasing its association with Beijing while
expanding its relations abroad (Yaseen, 2024). CPEC has also drawn attention from other significant
states like Tehran, Ankara, and Moscow, which see prospects for regional cooperation. From a wider
viewpoint, the corridor strengthens the evolving multipolar mandate in Asia, where regional coali-
tions and business and trade corridors are transforming strategic limits. Resultantly, the corridor is
not only a trade initiative but a geopolitical instrument in Beijing’s larger vision to increase say in the
Indian Ocean and South Asia.

Political Impacts

Politically, the corridor has raised Beijing’s diplomatic clout and changed Islamabad’s regional role.
As China strengthens its contributions in Islamabad’s business and infrastructure, it gains substantial
political say in South Asian concerns. Beijing’s strategy of development and non-interference-based
policy gives it a space to project soft power, predominantly in distinction to the conditional support at
times connected with Western donors. For Islamabad, the corridor has become a sign of planned col-
laboration and political certainty. It has increased Pakistan’s self-reliance in chasing an independent
foreign strategy while fortifying its relations with Beijing. CPEC has also taken Islamabad closer to
other BRI partners, actually forming a new alliance of economically aligned countries. However, this
increasing Sino-Pakistan collaboration has also resulted in worries between other regional countries,
who fear a power imbalance favoring China. At the local level, the corridor has changed Islamabad’s
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political discourse. It has been depicted as a project skillful in settling down long-standing trade and
business problems (Butt & Butt, 2015). At the same time, corruption, equal allocation of resources,
and debt challenges have resulted in political worries. In a large spectrum, the corridor signifies Bei-
jing’s transformation from being an economic state in South Asia to an active political actor in the
globe, thereby changing the region’s already existing strategic configuration.

DISCUSSION

The results of this research signify that the CPEC serves as both an instrument of prospect and a tool
of strategic rivalry in the region. Analyzing via the framework of neorealism, it becomes obvious
that the initial driving power behind the corridor is the hunt of power and safety within a lawless
global system. Beijing’s investment in Islamabad under the corridor can be explained as a geopolit-
ical calculation to safeguard its business and power interests while balancing with Washington and
New Delhi’s influence in South Asia and Indo-Pacific region. From Islamabad’s point of view, the
corridor increases its geopolitical depth and trade certainty, giving it with leverage in regional power
dynamics. In short, the corridor brings into line with the neorealist understanding that countries act to
maximize their interests and lessening reliance on competitive powers. CPEC also signifies a struc-
ture that has the strength to fortify collaboration and reliance between Central Asian and South Asian
states. CPEC encourages integration via development, power, and business, giving smaller countries
like Kabul and Tehran prospects to incorporate into larger regional hubs. This integrative dynamics
bring into line with economic collaboration that can slowly result into political accepting and disputes
mitigation. At the same time, CPEC can encourage actual regional connectivity depends mainly on
either partnering countries considered it as a shared prospect or a zero-sum rivalry.

The balance between challenges and opportunities within the corridor remains subtle. On one side, it
assists Islamabad and other countries economic expansion, transformation, and advance integration.
It has also gives Beijing an access to the Indian Ocean, consolidating its energy safety and business
proficiency. On the other side, regional competitions, exclusively between New Delhi and Beijing
continue to pressure the collaborative strength of CPEC. India considers the corridor as a risk to its
regional and sovereignty supremacy, whereas Washington sees it as part of Beijing’s larger policy
to magnify its influence via the BRI. These challenges result a situation of geopolitical rivalry that
damages CPEC’s integrative prospects. In addition, while the corridor has fortified the Sino-Pak col-
laboration, but it has not yet triumph in forming a larger framework of regional teamwork. Kabul’s
uncertainty, Tehran’s contending port aims, and New Delhi’s disagreements all limit CPEC’s regional
comprehensiveness. Resultantly, the corridor at the same time promotes give and take among partners
and competition between rivals, signifying a dual dynamic that is distinctive of key strategic schemes
in contested regions.

In an expert interview conducted via Zoom with Ferouz Hassan Khan, who is a prominent Pakistani
writer and a former Brigadier in the Pakistan Army, commonly known for his expertise in geopo-
litical studies, nuclear policy, and South Asian affairs. He expressed that the lasting success of the
CPEC is basically connected to Islamabad’s capacity to stabilize its domestic atmosphere. He fur-
ther mentioned that continued political instability, governance challenges, and internal safety issues
meaningfully hinder Islamabad’s ability to fully capitalize on CPEC’s geopolitical and economic
potential. Mr. Khan further added that Pakistan must pursue an active and constructive regional en-
gagement policy, predominantly with its immediate neighbors, to ease exterior pressures and nurture
an atmosphere favorable to connectivity and economic collaboration. Without real-time development
in internal stability and regional mediation, he warned, CPEC’s projections will remain susceptible,
given Islamabad’s already weak socio-political landscape (Khan F. H., 2025).

In another interview conducted with Professor Katharine Adeney, who is a well-known professor
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of South Asian politics and the Director of the University of Nottingham’s Asia Research Institute.
Her main emphasis is on federalism, ethnic challenges, and democracy, making her an extensively
esteemed authority on political aspects in Pakistan and the wider region. She underlined the wider
regional impact of the CPEC, mentioning that its results are thoroughly connected to Islamabad’s
domestic stability and its capacity to handle complex regional challenges. Adeney further added that
while CPEC holds noteworthy business and geopolitical vows, its course is shaped by Islamabad’s
internal political management and the nature of its ties with neighboring countries. She mentioned
that unsettled regional challenges, coupled with Islamabad’s internal governance issues, result in
structural hurdles that may hinder CPEC’s potential capacity (Adeney, 2025).

Haris Bilal Malik, who is a Researcher at the China-Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC) at the Institute
of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI), Pakistan, is a significant foreign policy think tank working for
Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His main areas of interest are Pak-Sino ties, CPEC’s politi-
cal, economic, and security aspects, and Beijing’s evolving geopolitical outlook. In response to the
question about CPEC’s strengths for Pakistan, he expressed that CPEC has irrefutably strengthened
the geopolitical profile of Islamabad, which brings both prospects and issues. The huge-scale infra-
structure and development have made Islamabad a more prominent target for opponents seeking to
dent stability. He mentioned that Pakistan has witnessed sabotage, disinformation narratives, and
terror assaults aimed at Chinese workers and schemes. He further added that regionally, some states,
specifically New Delhi, fear that the corridor will change the balance of business, trade, and strategic
influence, making Islamabad more relevant in linking webs connectivity South Asia, Central Asia,
and the Middle East. This rivalry has added layers of difficulty to regional security. Lastly, he stated
that Islamabad has responded cleverly. Pakistan has established devoted security divisions for CPEC,
increased intelligence collaboration, and worked thoroughly with Beijing to counter any threats (Ma-
lik, 2025).

The corridor’s triumph can assist as an alleviating aspect if accomplished comprehensively. Econom-
ic integration can decrease incentives for disputes by enhancing the expense of conflict. However, if
CPEC keeps deepening existing differences, mainly between New Delhi and Islamabad, it may result
into huge polarization in the region. Consequently, the corridor exemplifies both the vow of business
collaboration and the peril of geopolitical competition. Its lasting impact on regional certainty will
be contingent on either the stakeholder gives value to comprehensive prosperity or national rivalry
within an evolving global order.

CONCLUSION

CPEC signifies both prospects and a challenge within the region surfacing strategic landscape. New
Delhi’s disagreement, pursued by strategic and sovereignty worries, locates the corridor as a sign
of Beijing’s increasing regional say and a danger to the existing structure. Kabul’s uncertainty, tied
with unstable transit and border dynamics, fuels extra stratum of difficulty to regional connectivity
efforts. Meanwhile, Tehran’s ambitions of the Chabahar Port, considered as a rival to Gwadar, signify
the competitive nature of regional integration schemes like New Delhi’s INSTC. CPEC depends on
how efficiently Beijing and Islamabad can handle regional competitions, increase collaboration, and
address local uncertainties. If managed properly, the corridor can surface from a bilateral scheme into
a candid platform for regional business connectivity and certainty. But a fiasco to settle down these
issues may result in another rivalry arena of great powers.

REFERENCES
Adeney, P. K. (2025, November). CPEC, Regional Concerns and Implications. (M. Y. Khan, Interviewer)

Bansal, A. (2008). Factors leading to insurgency in Balochistan. Small Wars & Insurgencies, 189-1992.

71




Butt , K. M., & Butt, A. A. (2015). Impact of CPEC on regional and extra-regional actors. Journal of political science, 33-35.
Faisal, M. (2019). CPEC and Regional Connectivity. Strategic Studies, 1-17.

Haidari, M. (2024). Analyzing the Role of Cross Border Trade Policies in Facilitating Pak-Afghan Trade Post-Taliban. Interna-
tional Journal of Management and Business Applied, 25-27.

Jaleel, S. (2019). CPEC and regional integration. Global Regional Review, 22-23.
Khan, F. H. (2025, November). CPEC and Regional Challenges. (M. Y. Khan, Interviewer)

Khan, K. (2016). Special economic zones (SEZs) and CPEC: Background, challenges and strategies. . The Pakistan Development
Review, 209-210.

Liu, W., & Liu, Y. (2022). Frontiers in public health. The impact of incentives on job performance, business cycle, and population
health in emerging economies. .

Malik, H. B. (2025, November). CPEC and Regional Tmplications. (M. Y. Khan, Interviewer)
Manish , & Kaushik, P. (2019). CPEC, Afghanistan and India’s concerns. India Quarterly, 257-259.

Narayan, L. (2021). The Great Divide: Border Disputes and Geopolitical Tensions Between India and China. International Jour-
nal for Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR), 6-7.

Rahim, N. (2018). Problems and prospects of CPEC for economic development and regional integration. Global Economic Re-
view, 25-27.

Shah, S. T. (2020). Debunking Concerns of the New Delhi over CPEC. Pakistan Languages and Humanities Review, 37-39.

Shah, S. Z., & Anwar, Z. (2022). Historical Background of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Pakistan Journal of In-
ternational Affairs.

Singh, A. (2023). CPECand China. . Research Center of Studies .

Yaseen, H. (2024). CPEC Connectivity & Regional Integration: A Mahanian Overview of Strategic & Geopolitical Implications.
. International Journal of Policy Studies.

Zeb, R. (2023). Gwadar And Chabahar: Competition Or Complimentarity. Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst.

72
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On Coping And Healing
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Abstract

Mental health problems are an increasing subject around the globe, yet cultural and religious contexts
deeply shape approaches to coping and healing. The problem statement intends to highlight the insuf-
ficient blend of cultural and religious perspectives into mental well-being. While the significance of
medical help and treatment is a popular practice but many people seek spiritual support as well. This
study employs a qualitative research approach, analyzing secondary data, reviewing interdisciplin-
ary literature such as psychology, sociology, religious or theological, and cultural studies, showing
the lack of the living religion aspect in well-being. The research has tried to explore both positive
and negative impacts of religion on well-being. The study reveals that in times of hardship, people
tend to follow more religious activities to gain hope, strength, and moral support. Contrary to this,
many times people faced challenges in seeking mental help because they are judged as less Muslim
due to a lack of patience, which leads to chronic anxiety and depression. The study also highlighted
some counter-arguments, for instance, stigma associated with seeking mental help, or belief systems
that may hinder taking mental health seriously, putting a barrier to seeking professional help. This
research work has focused not only on cultural aspects, but it also examines the diversity of cultur-
al behaviors, which shows the originality by inducing the comparative and integrative approaches.
Eventually, the paper suggests that the role of religion in bringing awareness of mental health is es-
sential to develop a holistic approach in human well-being, also it needs a strong collaborative effort
from both medical health professionals and religious communities to bring more culturally inclusive
and sensitive support systems for people.

Keywords: Living Religion, Mental Well-being, Coping Mechanisms, Cultural Stigmas, Stereotypes.
INTRODUCTION

In the present 21% century, one of the pressing global concerns is mental well-being, which is a serious
matter for every society. According to the (Organization, 2023) report that hundreds and millions of
people across different cultural, social, and economic boundaries suffer worldwide from depression
and anxiety. A rising body of research indicates the significance of social, cultural, and spiritual scopes
in mental health care, while the biomedical model of psychiatry has presented effective interventions
through medication and therapy. Along with medical and scientific interventions, religion, its role and
impact are equally powerful frameworks for individuals and communities for interpreting their suf-
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ferings, finding ways for spiritual healing, and also to build resilience. Religion shapes our everyday
life through rituals, sacred narratives, and cultural practices; it is not merely a set of doctrinal beliefs
or organized structures. Mental illness or distress has been studied in many societies as a spiritual
challenge, not solely as a medical or psychiatric problem. With the help of prayer, meditation, ritual,
or community support, religious coping serves as a critical mechanism for addressing such challeng-
es. Furthermore, religion meets with culture to provide socially allowed modes of healing that may
increase or even provide additional support for professional mental well-being.

The bond between mental well-being and religion is multi-layered and complex. At one end, in times
of distress, the religious beliefs and practices help to foster hope, purpose, and resilience, whereas, on
the other end, some religious frameworks may disseminate stigmatization, fatalism, or resistance to
asking for professional help. As religious coping is rooted within various worldviews that frame men-
tal illness in exceptional ways, understanding this twofold role needs attention to cultural outlooks.
For instance, the cultural interpretations of mental illness may be explained as spirit possession in Af-
rican and Asian societies, while in the context of Western societies might be seen through biomedical
problems such as depression or schizophrenia.

This paper contributes to the interdisciplinary dialogue by drawing theoretical insights from sociolo-
gy, psychology, cultural studies, and religious practices, focusing on the cultural and religious duality
in coping and healing mechanisms for mental well-being. This paper argues how religion shapes hu-
man responses to mental issues and its vital role in well-being. The study intends to explore the influ-
ence of religious practices in coping with psychological distress, the relationship of cultural contexts
between religion and healing, and the benefits and limitations of healing interventions in addressing
the mental health challenges.

METHODOLOGY

This paper employs a qualitative research approach comprising secondary data sources. The second-
ary data draws on existing scholarly work, case studies, ethnographic, and cross-cultural studies on
mental well-being and religion. The studies are synthesized from the areas of psychology, sociology,
anthropology, cultural and religious studies, to explore in different cultural settings how living reli-
gion plays its role in influencing the coping and healing mechanisms. The prime focus of this study
is to explore people’s lived experiences of stigmatization and stereotypes attached to seeking help for
mental well-being. Studies across multiple disciplines open the debate to discuss the issue of mental
well-being from multiple perspectives. This content analysis-based methodology showcases the com-
parison between different traditions and practices of religion in the context of mental well-being. The
analysis scheme is followed to focus deeply on coping and healing strategies, the challenges against
the cultural perceptions, the advantages or disadvantages of the religious healing, the misuse of reli-
gious authority, and the experiences of communities confronting stigmas and stereotypes. This study
is an attempt to cover multi-disciplinary discussions on the intersectionality of religion, culture, and
mental well-being.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Religious Practices and Coping Mechanisms

(Pargament K. 1., 1997) has made an advanced contribution in the studies of religious coping by de-
fining the utility of religious beliefs and practices to understand and deal with life stress. He divided
them into positive and negative religious coping mechanisms. For instance, a secure relationship
with the divine, benevolent religious appraisals, and seeking spiritual support are characterized as
positive coping methods. In contrast, negative coping methods include punitive God images, spiritual
discontent, or interpersonal religious conflict. Several scientific studies have persistently shown a
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positive relationship between religious coping and better mental health results, such as less anxiety,
depression, higher levels of resilience, and better life satisfaction (Ano, 2005). From a sociological
viewpoint, Emile Durkheim’s (Durkheim, 1995) theoretical description of the function of religion for
social solidarity remains influential. The role of religion is not only to work as a social institution but
also to bring a sense of collective support systems, offering community, ritual, and shared meaning
in hard times. Another prominent sociologist, (Weber,1946) also emphasized the importance of re-
ligion to function in a society with the provision of moral direction, the purpose of life, and helping
individuals to interpret suffering. These classical views are the foundation of contemporary studies to
explore the relationship of religion in shaping responses to mental well-being.

Religious practices assist as key coping strategies beyond traditions. For instance, people from Chris-
tianity use prayer, scripture reading, and pastoral care to deal with depression, grief, and anxiety.
To integrate spirituality with mental health care, many faith-based organizations run support groups
and counselling centers (McMinn, 2005). For Muslims, religious coping technique takes different
forms, including dua (supplications), Quran recitation, and asking for help from imams or mosque
communities. For spiritual and psychological afflictions, Ruqyah (Quranic healing recitation) is also
practiced (Leavey, 2010). From Buddhist traditions, contemporary psychological therapies such as
Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) derive explicitly from Buddhist practices as deeply
rooted and recognized as an effective coping mechanism (Kabat-Zinn, 2003). Yoga, mantra chanting,
and temple rituals are employed in Hinduism for emotional balance and healing. According to some
Hindu philosophical ideas, the recurring nature of life and karma explains suffering (Gupta, 2016).
Similarly, in Native American ways of spiritual healing, some indigenous traditions such as story-
telling, rituals, and communal ceremonies comprise of holistic approach to mental well-being (Gone,
2010). All these illustrations are examples of how different religions have their own ways of coping
and healing mechanisms. Religion is not only a matter of belief but it is also strongly engraved in the
cultural patterns of societies.

The Interplay of Culture and Religion

Culture plays a vital role in understanding mental illness and how people treat it. (Kleinman, 1988)
first explained the idea of “explanatory models.” This model explains the constructed meanings of
illness by patients and communities, which might be separate from biomedical reasons. For instance,
psychological distress may be attributed to witchcraft, ancestral displeasure, or spirit possession in
some parts of sub-Saharan Africa (Ae-Ngibise, 2010). Likewise, mental illness is often linked to kar-
ma or divine will, defining how individuals and families seek treatment in South Asian societies. In
western secular societies, religion plays an important role in coping mechanisms, especially through
prayers, counseling, and faith-based support gatherings. Numerous studies have shown the results
that those individuals who are more involved in religious practices are greater in resilient to stress and
recover much better from trauma (Koenig, 2012). Simultaneously, the stigmas associated with mental
illness also shatter the cultural expectations within religious communities that discourage open talk
and professional help.

Studies constantly reveal positive impacts of religious coping strategies, such as regular engagement
with religious or spiritual practices tend to decrease depression and anxiety levels, give life satis-
faction, and enhance the capacity to deal with stressful situations (Koenig, 2012) (Pargament K. I.,
1997). Religious communities provide support in financial crisis, counseling, and health programs,
not just emotional support. Religious rituals can also work to offer participants a sense of endurance,
meaning, and divine existence, as well as communal healing experiences. In addition, religion often
helps individuals to integrate experiences of suffering into a larger narrative as an explanatory frame-
work. For instance, according to different religious frameworks, it provides well-being and decreases
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existential stress. In Christianity, illness might be interpreted as a faith test, in Islam, it might be
considered as a divine will or way of purification, and in Hinduism, it might be connected to karma.

Stigmatization and Stereotypes

In spite of all the advantages of religious healing, scholars also emphasized the uncritical dependency
onreligious coping. The reinforcement of stigma, which leads to shame, secrecy, and social exclusion,
can occur in some scenarios due to the religious interpretations of mental illness (Leavey, 2010). As
(Pargament K. I.-S., 2000) stated that one of the negative religious coping mechanisms is to perceive
mental illness as divine punishment, which actually resulted in poorer mental health. Moreover, in
those communities where psychiatric services are already restricted, dependency on religious healing
might interrupt or prevent access to professional help. Especially in patriarchal societies, gender also
plays a role because women are more subject to face stigmas and stereotypes when mental illness is
interpreted through a religious lens. For example, most commonly, when women suffer from depres-
sion, they are accused of being spiritually weak or failing to fulfill religious obligations that lead to
stress (Bhatia, 2020).

Mental health remains a stigmatized issue often intertwined with cultural, social, and religious beliefs
that impact how psychological suffering is understood and addressed in South Asian societies. Tradi-
tional attitudes and misunderstandings endure to frame mental illness as a moral weakness, spiritual
punishment, or loss of faith rather than a medical ailment requiring treatment, despite increasing
global awareness about mental well-being (Kermode, 2009). This attitude of stigmatization disheart-
ens individuals from looking for professional help, contributing to interrupted or delayed diagnosis
and untreated mental health illnesses across the region (Khalid, 2022). In countries like India, Paki-
stan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka, the cultural norms hold a strong influence on family repute and so-
cial conformity, resulting in a collective denial of psychological problems (Bhatia, 2020). Often, the
fear of “bringing shame to family” or “loss of honor” leads to suppression of mental health concerns
(Choudhry, 2016). Moreover, stereotypes relating mental ailment with madness or possession further
disregard victims, emphasizing the perception that mental health is unsuited with reason or morality
(Jorm, 2012). Such interpretations are disseminated through intergenerational transmission, inade-
quate mental health knowledge, and inadequate state-supported awareness programs (Khalid, 2022).

In this discourse, religion plays a contradictory role. At one end, spiritual practices offer comfort and
coping mechanisms through prayers, meditation, and reliance on community services. Contrary to
that, religious misinterpretations and orthodox attitudes sometimes reinforce stigma and delay treat-
ment (Ali, 2020). Mental issues are also believed to stem from supernatural reasons, for example,
“evil eye,” black magic, or divine punishment in many of the South Asian societies (Rashid, 2019).
Before reaching out to mental health experts, this belief structure leads many families to access
faith healers or spiritual leaders, often resulting in harmful practices and late interventions (Haque,
2018). When spiritual authorities exploit weak and helpless individuals by offering “cures” through
exorcisms, rituals, or confinement, they therefore worsen psychological suffering manifested by the
misinterpretations of religion (Chaudhry, 2021). While promoting scientific knowledge, recent stud-
ies have focused on the need for cultural integration and religiously sensitive models of care that
respect local beliefs (Khalid, 2022). In the end, while religion has a positive potential for resilience,
its misuse also perpetuates misconceptions that limit access to help. In South Asian societies, the
stigmas and stereotypes associated with mental health issues are deeply engraved in cultural and reli-
gious frameworks. Creating inclusive, empathetic, and contextually grounded mental health systems
requires a balanced approach to address these issues to make a bridge between faith and psychology.
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DISCUSSION

The most significant ways in which individuals respond to psychological stress are the religious cop-
ing mechanisms. These methods offer structured frameworks to reduce one’s anxiety in managing the
suffering and reinforcing the sense of meaning and purpose of life. In all popular religions across the
globe, prayer is one of the most commonly studied coping methods in different traditions. The nature
of prayer could be different in each religion; for instance, in Christianity, prayer facilitates direct com-
munication with God, and it is both a personal and communal act. It is evident from several studies
that demonstrate the direct relationship between prayers and stress relief, motivation and hope, and
help in regulating emotions (Levin, 2001). Likewise, dua (supplications) in Islam serves the purpose
of defining the dependency on God, offers both comfort and endorsement of divine support, encour-
ages individuals to be resilient, and they would benefit from each suffering of this world in the Here-
after. Similarly, other religious groups have their own ways of getting relief from distress, managing
their suffering with the help of some religious leaders or counselors. Other practices like scripture
reading, storytelling, and ritual practices are all mechanisms to be used for centuries to manifest the
idea of religion as a source of divine help and prosperity.

In South Asian societies, for instance, Pakistan, the culture is more traditional, where people tend to
believe in cultural practices as equally important as religious commandments. Sometimes, it becomes
difficult to differentiate the practices as religious or cultural due to the strong emotional affiliations
of people’s belief structure. Some of the mentioned religious coping and healing strategies are deeply
rooted in which religion plays its role positively, but also blended with cultural interpretations. These
cultural interpretations, in most cases, are the tools to let people obey the commands, considered as
an act of worship. In order to be pious, one has to follow the instructions/commandments given by
some local religious authority to prove oneself as religiously pious. If people question or disobey the
culture, most of the time, they are treated with a guilt trap to let them feel remorseful. Contrary to
this, in many ways, people also manipulate religious teachings in dealing with psychological traumas,
stress, depression, and anxiety. Culturally, people avoid having conversations about emotional and
mental well-being, whereas it is one of the important and sensitive matters that needs equal attention,
just as we give it to physical well-being. In one-way, religious coping mechanisms can do wonders,
but on the other hand, they can destroy one’s life as well. When people believe in traditional meth-
ods, they interrupt the timely diagnosis, hinder adequate treatment, which eventually results in loss
of mental and emotional well-being. The awareness of the utility of religious coping methods, along
with scientific studies of societal behaviorism, and psychological understanding of individual needs
in the light of religious studies, is the need of the hour.

Religious coping and healing are not always individual acts; it is deeply linked with social communi-
ties as well. Shared beliefs and rituals through these social communities provide strong support that
helps in mental distress in various ways. Religious communities function like a social network that
offers services to people in need, either personal counseling, financial help in crisis, etc. Throughout
history, we have ample examples in which churches, mosques have worked as community welfare
organizations. The places of worship were not confined to worship only, but people were getting
other social benefits also. In the mosques, people used to gather for celebrations, sharing their mo-
ments of grief and suffering, and providing support for needy families. These religious communities
ensure a sense of social solidarity, belongingness among the community and develop a common
sense of humanitarian identity. In the present time, the religious organizations are not functioning
properly as they used to be, and because of this, the social structure of society has evolved from a
community-based support system to individualism. The sense of social solidarity has been lost, and
this has had a negative impact in terms of providing help and support to people who seek emotional
and mental health management. These institutions were not made to offer a place to worship; instead,
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these places were working as community service centers, which we need immensely, especially for
the religious socialization of our youth.

However, with all the advantages, there must be some disadvantages also when dealing with a com-
munity organization. In a conservative culture like Pakistan, people feel anxious to share their person-
al traumas, as they might face stigma, which later affects their lives. For instance, many girls/women
are forced to stay quiet to protect the family honor, personal dignity to save their marital relationships.
For such reasons, if anyone wants to dares to ask for professional help, they are stigmatized with
disrespectful titles. The stigmatization of seeking mental well-being is not restricted to women only.
Men also suffer in silence, and the impact of their suffering brings more issues in society. Men are
supposed to bottle up their emotions, and it is considered “unmanly” to express their pain and grief.
Although mental illness is interpreted differently across other cultural and religious contexts but in
Pakistan, the cultural hegemony is more dominant over religion. In some religious organizations,
men and women are afraid of being judged before sharing or asking for a reasonable solution to their
distress. Most of the time, people associated the hardships with punishment from divine power or
weakness of belief. In addition to this, mental illnesses are also categorized as black magic, evil eye,
witchcraft, and spirit possession, which delays or interrupts the need for medical treatment. People
from all backgrounds, whether educated or least educated, engage in such activities. In conservative
societies, where mental well-being is still questionable, an individual’s belief system is another chal-
lenge. Many quacks in the name of religion misuse or misinterpret the religious guidance to help peo-
ple in curing their emotional distress. Most of the time, people find it more useful because the quacks
are well learned to play with people’s minds.

Lastly, people are living religions based on their understandings and interpretations of scriptures,
transmitted beliefs from past generations, and daily life practices. In hard times, people naturally tend
to engage in religious activities and practices to feel comfort and peace in their lives. Although the
stigmatization and stereotypical ideas worsen the individual’s courage to seek professional help is a
serious dilemma. The acceptance of mental well-being is necessary to protect society from further
ethical crises. Pakistan, as a religiously and culturally diverse society, portrays an interesting study
area to further dig into the real-life experiences of people in dealing with emotional and mental illness
under their specific religious dimension, living in a Muslim majority country. Hindus, Christians, and
other religious groups have their unique ways of religious coping and healing methods, which can be
helpful from a medical perspective, too. For instance, yoga in Hinduism and meditation in Buddhism
are quite popular ways of practice.

CONCLUSION

Culture and religion are two key elements to understand any society, how it experiences, interprets,
and addresses mental health issues and challenges. Religious coping and healing methods are unlim-
ited, but how they are employed in a society, how individuals have understood their meanings and
utilization, and how cultural influences shape the effectiveness and risks of religious coping mecha-
nisms are the most important concerns. In the 21 century;, it is still a debatable notion to have an open
discussion about mental health problems such as depression, anxiety, and trauma. The awareness is
necessary to raise serious efforts both in academic studies and in public institutions.
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The Role of The Pharmacist In Promoting Health
Awareness Through Health Communication
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Abstract

Health communication plays a vital role in shaping public health outcomes by facilitating the dis-
semination of accurate, accessible, and culturally appropriate information. Pharmacists, as highly
accessible healthcare professionals, are uniquely positioned to contribute to health communication
strategies that promote awareness, improve understanding of diseases, and encourage healthy be-
haviors. The aim of this paper is to examine the role of pharmacists in promoting health awareness
through health communication, analyzing their contribution to public health education, identifying
effective communication strategies in pharmacy practice, and highlighting their impact on patient
outcomes and community well-being. Through effective communication, pharmacists not only bridge
the gap between healthcare systems and communities but also empower individuals to make informed
decisions about their health.

Keywords: Pharmacist, Health Communication, Public Health, Patient Education, Awareness.
INTRODUCTION

Health communication is a fundamental component of modern healthcare, influencing how individ-
uals access, understand, and apply health information in their daily lives (World Health Organization
[WHO], 2021). It encompasses the use of various communication channels and strategies to inform,
influence, and motivate individuals and communities to make better health choices (Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention [CDC], 2020). In this context, pharmacists play a critical role as front-
line healthcare providers who engage with patients more frequently than many other professionals
(Mossialos et al., 2015).

Due to their accessibility and expertise, pharmacists act as key mediators in delivering accurate infor-
mation about medications, lifestyle modifications, vaccination programs, and preventive care (Toklu
& Hussain, 2013). They provide personalized counseling that addresses patients’ specific needs, clar-
ifies medical instructions, and combats misinformation (AlGhurair, Hughes, Simpson, & Guirguis,
2012). Furthermore, pharmacists’ participation in public health campaigns and community outreach
activities strengthens their impact as trusted communicators (Poudel & Nissen, 2016).

By promoting health awareness through effective communication, pharmacists not only improve
medication adherence and disease management but also foster healthier communities (WHO, 2021;
CDC, 2020). Understanding the scope and potential of this role is essential for enhancing the pharma-
cist’s contribution to public health and integrating them more effectively into multidisciplinary health
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communication strategies (Mossialos et al., 2015).
MATERIALS AND METHODS

This study is based on a narrative review of published literature related to health communication
and the pharmacist’s role in promoting health awareness. Relevant articles were retrieved from elec-
tronic databases such as PubMed, ScienceDirect, and Google Scholar, using keywords including
“pharmacist,” “health communication,” “public health,” “health awareness,” and “patient education.”
Publications between 2010 and 2024 were included to ensure contemporary relevance. The reviewed
studies encompassed both primary research and systematic reviews focusing on pharmacists’ inter-
ventions in patient counseling, community education, and health promotion programs.

After collecting the literature, the analysis followed a thematic approach to identify recurring patterns
and key themes within the data. Each article was read several times to ensure familiarity with its con-
tent. Initial codes were created based on significant ideas, such as types of communication strategies,
challenges faced by pharmacists, and outcomes on patient behavior. These codes were then grouped
into broader themes that reflected the main dimensions of the pharmacist’s role in health communi-
cation. The process of theme identification followed the six-phase framework of Braun and Clarke
(2006):

(1) data familiarization,

(2) generating initial codes,

(3) searching for themes,

(4) reviewing themes,

(5) defining and naming themes, and
(6) reporting findings.

To enhance the reliability of interpretation, all identified themes were cross-checked with the origi-
nal studies to ensure they accurately represented the literature. The final themes formed the basis for
structuring the results and discussion sections of this paper.

RESULTS

Tablel. Summary of Key Findings on Pharmacists’ Role in Health Communication

Theme Main Contributions / Findings References

Pharmacists improve patient adherence by AlGhurair et al., 2012;

. . iding individualized ling, clar-
Medication Counseling and Adherence Providing incividualized counsering, ciar Armour et al., 2013;

ifying medication instructions, and reduc-

ing medication errors. Kassam et al., 2012

Prevention Participation in pre- Mossialos et al., 2015;

. . ventive campaigns such as vaccination, .
Health Promotion and Disease palg Toklu & Hussain, 2013;

smoking cessation, and blood pressure

screening FIP, 2020
Pharmacists provide evidence-based ad- Elbeddini et al., 2020;
Combating Health Misinformation vice and correct misinformation during
public health emergencies like COVID-19. Ung, 2020
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o Sanjari et al., 2021;
Use of empathy, cultural sensitivity, and

Patient-Centered Communication clear language to build trust, improve sat- Naughton, 2018;
isfaction, and enhance adherence.
WHO, 2021
Use of telepharmacy, social media, and Poudel & Nissen, 2016;
Digital and Technological Tools mobile apps to reach broader and under-
served populations. Dedefo et al., 2022
Educational campaigns on chronic dis- CDC, 2020;

eases, nutrition, and vaccination enhance
health literacy and community participa-

tion. WHO, 2021

Community Engagement and Education Eades et al., 2011;

DISCUSSION

The findings confirm that pharmacists are essential players in health communication, particularly
because they are often the most accessible healthcare professionals. Their daily interactions with
patients create unique opportunities to deliver targeted health education and correct misconceptions.
Unlike other healthcare providers, pharmacists can provide repeated, short, yet impactful interactions
that reinforce positive health behaviors.

Challenges remain, including time constraints, insufficient training in communication skills, and lim-
ited recognition of the pharmacist’s role in public health. Addressing these barriers requires incorpo-
rating health communication training into pharmacy curricula, providing continuous professional de-
velopment, and strengthening collaboration between pharmacists and other healthcare professionals.

The integration of digital communication platforms further expands the pharmacist’s capacity to pro-
mote awareness. However, ethical considerations regarding patient privacy and the accuracy of on-
line health information must be prioritized.

CONCLUSION

Pharmacists play a pivotal role in promoting health awareness through effective health communica-
tion. Their accessibility, expertise, and trustworthiness enable them to provide accurate, patient-cen-
tered education that improves adherence, reduces risks, and enhances overall community health. Ex-
panding pharmacists’ involvement in health communication strategies, supported by proper training
and digital tools, can further strengthen their impact on public health systems.
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ABSTRACT

With the advanced use of educational technologies, films are increasingly recognized as powerful re-
sources for engaging adult learners in both formal and non-formal contexts. This study explores adult
learners’ perception of specific films as tools for non-formal learning and lifelong skill development.
Specifically, it investigates how educational films can foster critical thinking, social awareness, and
reflective practice among professionals pursuing higher education. Adopting a mixed-methods re-
search design with a qualitative emphasis, the study involved 200 adult learners mainly teachers, de-
velopment practitioners, and education professionals aged between 25 and 45, enrolled in postgrad-
uate programs at one public and one private university in Bangladesh. Data was collected through
structured questionnaires and focus group discussions (FGDs). Three fiction short films produced
by the research team, focusing on human rights, social values, and ethical leadership, were used as
intervention materials. Findings revealed an overwhelmingly positive perception of films as effective
tools for non-formal learning. Participants reported that films made abstract concepts more relatable,
encouraged critical reflection, and motivated social and ethical engagement. The FGDs highlighted
that films could create authentic, real-life learning experiences that extend beyond classroom settings,
while also supporting teacher training and professional development. However, challenges such as
limited infrastructure, learners’ readiness, and contextual relevance of film content were noted. These
results align with prior studies emphasizing the transformative and reflective potential of visual media
in adult education. The study concludes that contextually relevant films, when purposefully integrated
into adult education, can serve as compelling instruments for fostering reflective learning, awareness
building, and lifelong learning practices.

Keywords: Films In Education; Lifelong Learning, Nonformal Education; Educational Film, Teaching
Beyond The Classroom.

INTRODUCTION

In recent years, the integration of multimedia into education has transformed learning environments
by enhancing engagement, promoting critical thinking, and deepening conceptual understanding
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(Mayer, 2021). Among these tools, films have emerged as particularly powerful media for teaching
and learning, especially in adult and non-formal education contexts. Unlike traditional instructional
approaches, educational films combine narrative, imagery, and emotion, allowing learners to connect
theory with lived experiences and to reflect critically on real-world issues (Berg, 2020; Illeris, 2018).
Grounded in Knowles’ theory of andragogy, adult learners are recognized as self-directed individuals
who value learning that is relevant, experiential, and applicable to their personal and professional
lives (Knowles et al., 2015). Films, when used purposefully, can therefore serve as effective tools for
stimulating reflection, fostering ethical and social awareness, and supporting lifelong learning (Zhang
& Xie, 2022).

Despite growing recognition of digital and audiovisual media in formal education, the pedagogical
use of films in non-formal adult learning remains underexplored particularly in developing countries
such as Bangladesh. While earlier research highlights the role of films in enhancing engagement and
emotional connection in formal classrooms (Mayer, 2021; Zhang & Xie, 2022), limited empirical
evidence exists on how adult learners perceive and respond to film-based learning outside institution-
al settings. Adult learners, often managing professional and personal responsibilities, seek flexible,
meaningful learning experiences that connect to their realities. However, factors such as infrastructur-
al constraints, limited digital literacy, and contextual relevance of materials may hinder the effective
use of films in non-formal education (Rahman & Hossain, 2021). Against this backdrop, the present
study explores adult learners’ perceptions of films as tools for non-formal learning in Bangladesh. It
aims to (a) examine how films engage adult learners and create opportunities for lifelong learning
beyond formal settings, and (b) assess learners’ perceptions of films as effective digital learning tools
within non-formal education contexts. By focusing on the intersection of film, adult education, and
lifelong learning, this study contributes to a nuanced understanding of how visual media can enrich
non-formal education.

The significance of this research lies in its potential to inform educators, curriculum designers, and
policymakers on how films can be effectively integrated into adult education to foster critical think-
ing, ethical awareness, and reflective learning. Moreover, by addressing contextual challenges and
learners’ readiness, the study offers valuable insights for leveraging multimedia tools to promote
inclusive, flexible, and sustainable lifelong learning opportunities in developing countries like Ban-
gladesh.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This study employed a convergent parallel mixed method research design to explore the engagement
and perceptions of adult learners regarding the use of films as digital tools in non-formal education.
The integration of both quantitative and qualitative data allowed for a comprehensive understanding
of the learners’ experiences and viewpoints.

Table 1. Sample and sampling of the study

Data Source Sampling Technique Sample Size Instrument Analysis
Professional Master of . . 100 Film Desmonstratlgn, . .
. . . Purposive Sampling & Survey Questionnaire Statistical analysis
Education students in Public . Male = 60 . .
. . Quota Sampling & & thematic analysis
University Female = 40
FGD
Professional Master of . . 100 Film Desmon.stratl(?n, Statistical
. R Purposive Sampling & _ Survey Questionnaire .
Education students in Private Quota Samplin Male =40 & analysis
University plng Female = 60 & thematic analysis

FGD

Total number of samle = 200
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As per the Table-1, the sample of this study was consisted of 200 adult learners enrolled in postgrad-
uate professional programs at two public and private universities in Bangladesh. These participants
were selected through purposive sampling, targeting individuals with relevant educational and pro-
fessional backgrounds. Quantitative data were collected through a structured questionnaire designed
to measure learner engagement, perceived effectiveness of films, and attitudes toward digital tools in
education. Descriptive statistics were used to summarize the findings. Qualitative data were gathered
through focus group discussions (FGDs) using a semi-structured guideline. Three short educational
films developed by the research team covering themes such as leadership, ethics, and social aware-
ness were shown as part of the intervention. The FGDs explored learners’ reflections on the films
and their perceived value in promoting critical thinking and lifelong learning. Data were analyzed
using a convergent parallel design, where quantitative and qualitative results were interpreted togeth-
er to draw meaningful conclusions. This approach ensured a holistic view of how films function as
non-formal learning tools for adult learners.

RESULTS

This mixed-methods study investigated the potential of films as digital tools for engaging adult learn-
ers in non-formal education settings and promoting lifelong learning. Using both quantitative and
qualitative data, the findings are presented in alignment with the study’s specific objectives. The re-
sults are categorized under three overarching themes and respective sub-themes derived from themat-
ic analysis of focus group discussions (FGDs) and triangulated with quantitative data from structured
questionnaires.

Demographic Information

A total of 200 respondents particpated in this study who were pursuing professional Master of Ed-
ucation degree in public and private universities. As per the table-2 most of them are teachers in
profession. Majority of the teachers belong to public and registered high school level, some of them
were from private primary school teachers and a very few from college level teachers. Primary and
high school level teachers are ranked as ‘assistant teachers’ while college level teachers are ‘lectur-
er’. The age of the respondents were between 30-45 years. Male and female respondents shared their
proprotion equally. The teaching experience of the respondents found 5-15 years according to data.

Table-2. Demographic information

Variable Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Gender Male 100 50.0
Female 100 50.0
Age Range (Years) 25-30 24 12.0
3140 90 45.0
41-45 86 43.0
Institution Type Public University 100 50.0
Private University 100 40.0
Current Profession Public High School Teacher 60 30.0
Registered High School Teacher 70 35.0
Private Primary School Teacher 40 20.0
College Lecturer 30 15.0
Position Assistant Teacher 170 85.0
Lecturer 30 15.0
Teaching Experience (Years) 5-10 70 35.0
11-15 130 65.0
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Learner Engagement through Films in Non-formal Education
Emotional and Cognitive Engagement

According to the data, a significant majority (85%) of participants reported that educational films
enhanced their emotional and cognitive engagement with learning materials. Learners expressed that
the visual storytelling helped them connect with content on a personal level, which was particularly
effective in holding their attention and evoking emotional responses. This aligns with Mayer’s (2021)
cognitive theory of multimedia learning, which posits that integrated visual and auditory input en-
hances learning. One participant stated: ‘Watching the short films helped me understand the topics or
issues more deeply than studing alone. I could feel what the characters were going through, and that
made it stick in my mind (IHSFT,)’. While another noted, ‘The emotional aspect of the films kept me
interested and concentreted to the issues happening on the scrren. It made me think about my own
experiences, which doesn’t happen often in regular classes (IPSMT )

Data disclosed that the emotional resonance made the learning experience more immersive and mean-
ingful for adult learners, reinforcing the films’ capacity to engage learners both affectively and cog-
nitively.

Active Learning and Reflection

Study reported that approximately 82% (N=200) of respondents agreed that the films facilitated active
learning by encouraging them to reflect on their values, social norms, and real-life situations. In the
FGDs, participants highlighted how the films led to spontaneous discussions and critical reflection,
especially around topics such as patriotism, social justice, and leadership. ‘After watching the film, we
had a great discussion about how these issues appear in our daily lives. It was very eye-opening is-
sues for us (FGDPSMT,), said one participant. Another female participant shared that one of the films
from the demonstration identified similar story as she expereinced with her neighbor, as she stated ‘I
also experienced the same event like ‘Neela Upakkhyan (The Tale of Neela)’ in real life, occured in
my village and it was a concerned issue that must be stopped (IPSFT,).

These reflections supported that film can be an effective tool to prompt critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving skills, both of which are essential for lifelong learning.

Relevance to Real-life Contexts

As per data, many participants emphasized the real-world relevance of the films. Over 78% (N=200)
of learners reported that the content of the films resonated with their own life experiences, making the
learning more authentic and relatable. ‘It was about the event we see in society regularly, that made
the message stronger. Because we could connect it to our reality (FGDHMT,)’ as one of the respon-
dents reported. Data further disclosed that a substantial number of participants also highlighted the
reflective impact of the films on their learning. Approximately 72% of respondents mentioned that the
visual narratives encouraged them to think critically and reflect on their own attitudes and behaviors
that is relevant to their real-life context. One participant expressed, ‘The film made me question how
I respond to ethical issues in my work. It wasn't just learning- it made me rethink my own responsi-
bilities (FGDHKMT)’.

This connection between content and lived experience was perceived as a strong motivator for learn-
ing and helped bridge the gap between formal education and everyday challenges.
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Lifelong Learning Opportunities through Film-based Learning
Film as a Medium for Continuous Learning

Quantitative data indicated that 83% (N=200) of participants believed that films could support learn-
ing beyond the classroom. Learners described films as flexible, reusable tools that encouraged self-
paced exploration and reflection. The ability to rewatch, pause, and discuss made films particularly
conducive to self-directed learning and self-paced learning, a key characteristic of lifelong education.

Several FGD participants shared that they rewatched segments of the films to gain deeper insights
or engage in discussions with peers. As one participant noted, ‘Even dfter class, I watched one of the
films again with my family. We talked about it together. It made learning feel like something we can
do anytime, anywhere (IHSFT,)’. Another respondent echoed this idea, emphasizing that ‘The good
thing about films is you can learn from them even after the class ends. Each time I watch, I notice new
things to reflect on (FGDHSMT6)’ .

Such accounts demonstrate that films not only complement formal instruction but also extend learning
into informal settings, promoting self-motivated inquiry and reflection. This self-directed, ongoing
engagement underscores the role of films as catalysts for continuous and lifelong learning, resonating
with the principles of andragogy that highlight learner autonomy and relevance in adult education.

Development of Soft Skills and Values

Over 75% of participants identified that the films incorporated themes of leadership, empathy, team-
work, and ethical behavior, attributes considered essential for lifelong learning and social participa-
tion. Many participants described how these soft skills were internalized through the emotional and
contextual portrayal of characters and narratives. One teacher learner reflected, ‘The leadership story
in the film reminded me of my own workplace. It gave me ideas on how to handle situations better
(FGDHSMT )’. This statement reflects experiential transfer where film-based scenarios prompted
learners to reinterpret their real-life professional contexts.

FGD discussions further revealed that exposure to socially grounded stories prompted learners to
evaluate their own moral and ethical positions. ‘When I saw how the character chose honesty over
profit, it made me think about the kind of decisions I take every day (FGDHSMT )’ mentioned another
participant.

These findings suggest that films can serve as transformative learning tools that bridge cognitive un-
derstanding and affective learning. They foster empathy, ethical awareness, and self-reflection com-
petencies that are vital for both personal development and civic engagement.

Learner Perceptions of Films as Digital Learning Tools
Educational vs. Entertainment Value (Edutainment)

Although 15% of respondents initially perceived films primarily as entertainment, many acknowl-
edged their educational potential when learning objectives were explicit while some of the respondets
reported film as the effective tool for edutainment. The majority emphasized that clarity of message,
relevance, and production quality were essential to achieving meaningful learning outcomes. As one
participant noted, ‘If a film just tries to entertain, the learning might get lost. But if the message is
clear and it’s connected to the topic that we’re studying, it’s very useful (FGDPSFT,)’. This highlights
the importance of purposeful instructional design ensuring that films are not merely engaging but
pedagogically structured to convey educational content effectively.

The data also suggest a shift in learners’ mindsets: exposure to well-designed educational films gradu-
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ally redefined their perceptions, allowing them to see films as credible academic resources rather than
recreational media. While one of the respondednts suggested that, ‘We have to follow the learning
outcomes and set the clear objectives of the digital contents or film aliging with that learning outcome
to ensure the educational value, otherwise materials might not fullfil the proper purpose (IHSMT,)’.

Usability and Accessibility

Almost all participants (N=200) appreciated the films’ simplicity, accessibility, and cultural rele-
vance. The use of the native language, familiar community settings, and realistic dialogue enhanced
comprehension and relatability. They emphasized that such contextualization made the learning pro-
cess inclusive, especially for diverse educational backgrounds. ‘Because the film was in our language
and about our society, I could understand everything easily and apply it to my thinking (FGDPSFT,)’
as one participant expressed. Another noted, ‘Seeing people and places like ours in the film helped me
feel it was made for us. It wasn't foreign, it was about our lives (FGDHSMT,)’.

However, a few participants suggested that improving technical aspects such as sound clarity, pacing,
and visual editing could increase engagement and retention. These practical insights point to the need
for balancing pedagogical intent with audiovisual quality to maintain learner attention.

Alignment with Learning Objectives and Curriculum

More than 80% of learners agreed that the films were closely aligned with textbook or curriculum con-
tent and course objectives while some of the participants identified overlapping themes such as civic
responsibility, social ethics, gender sensitivity, and conflict resolution. One respondent explained,
‘The theme of the film matched what we were reading in class. That helped reinforce the concepts
(IHSMT )’. Another added, ‘When I saw the same issues we discussed in theory appear in the film, it
became easier to understand and remember (FGDHSFT,)’.

This alignment strengthened the perceived legitimacy of films as formal learning resources, bridg-
ing the gap between theoretical knowledge and lived experiences. It also reinforced the pedagogical
value of integrating films within curriculum frameworks to enhance comprehension and application.

IMPACT OF EDUCATIONAL FILMS ON
LIFELONG LEARNING

alignment with curriculum and leaming goals 80% '

initially viewed films as entertainment but... :15% ¥

development of soft skills through film-__ 75% ’
helpful for learning outside formal settings 83% J
content relatable to real-life contexts 78% i
encouraged reflection and critical thinking 82% f
effective for promoting lifelong learning 85% :
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1

Figure-1. Impact of educational films on lifelong learning

In a nutshell, the integration of quantitative data with qualitative insights revealed a holistic picture
of how films can be leveraged as effective digital learning tools in non-formal educational settings.
Quantitative trends confirmed broad support for films as learning tools, while qualitative data illus-
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trated the nuanced experiences and perceptions that made these tools effective. Overall, learners
valued the emotional and social dimensions of film-based learning. They emphasized the need for
purposeful content creation and appropriate pedagogical framing to maximize educational impact.
The findings affirm the relevance of digital storytelling as a tool for fostering engagement, reflection,
and lifelong learning in adult education.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study affirm the growing potential of films as impactful digital learning tools
in non-formal adult education settings. Rooted in Mayer’s (2021) cognitive theory of multimedia
learning and Kolb’s (1984) experiential learning framework, the results demonstrate how films ef-
fectively engage adult learners both emotionally and cognitively, encouraging deeper reflection and
the internalization of learning. The integration of narrative, visuals, and audio proved instrumental
in sustaining attention, prompting emotional responses, and fostering meaningful dialogue among
participants. This aligns with earlier research by Hofer and Swan (2016), who underscored the peda-
gogical strength of digital storytelling in enhancing critical thinking and learner agency.

A key implication of the study is the ability of films to bridge formal and non-formal educational ex-
periences, thus promoting lifelong learning. Participants’ re-engagement with film content beyond the
classroom illustrates their potential to extend learning into everyday life. This supports the findings of
Cedefop (2020), which emphasized that accessible, context-relevant digital tools can stimulate con-
tinuous, self-directed learning- a cornerstone of adult education policies across both developed and
developing contexts. Furthermore, the development of soft skills such as empathy, ethical reasoning,
and leadership through film-based learning signals its value in holistic adult education. As supported
by Biesta (2010), meaningful education extends beyond knowledge acquisition to include personal
development and democratic engagement. The participants’ responses reinforced this idea, showing
how films can foster introspection and value-based discussions, especially in relation to contempo-
rary social issues.

Despite the overall positive perception, participants emphasized the importance of purposeful film
design. The effectiveness of films as educational tools hinges on clarity of message, alignment with
learning objectives, and technical quality- echoing concerns raised in studies by Ranieri and Bruni
(2018) regarding digital content production for educational use. Thus, while the learners acknowl-
edged the entertainment value of films, they also demanded academically purposeful and contextually
grounded content to avoid dilution of learning outcomes.

From a practical standpoint, these findings suggest that educators and curriculum designers should
more systematically incorporate films into adult learning programs. Ensuring alignment with curric-
ulum content, cultural relevance, and pedagogical intent is vital. Films should not be supplementary
or decorative; rather, they must be integrated with structured reflection activities, discussions, and
assessments to maximize educational value. In terms of policy implications, investment in the devel-
opment of locally relevant educational films, along with educator training on their effective use, could
significantly enhance the quality and reach of adult education programs. Especially in resource-con-
strained environments like Bangladesh, where traditional educational infrastructure may be limited,
films offer a scalable, cost-effective means of fostering inclusive, lifelong learning.

LIMITATIONS AND FUTURE SCOPE OF STUDY

This study is limited by its focus on two universities and a sample drawn exclusively from profession-
al Master of Education students, which restricts the generalizability of the findings. The sample size,
while useful for exploratory purposes, does not represent the broader population of adult learners in
Bangladesh. As a result, the impact of film-based learning across other disciplines and learner groups
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remains underexplored.

Therefore, the scope for future research should be emphasized including larger and more diverse sam-
ples across multiple institutions and subject areas. Studies involving middle school, undergraduate,
and other professional fields within both formal and non-formal settings would offer a more compre-
hensive understanding of the pedagogical potential of films. Further comparative and longitudinal
research are also recommended to examine sustained learning outcomes and the effectiveness of
film-based approaches relative to traditional methods.

CONCLUSION

This study demonstrates that educational films, when contextually relevant and pedagogically aligned,
can significantly enrich non-formal adult learning environments. They offer an emotionally engag-
ing, cognitively stimulating, and socially reflective medium for instruction that transcends traditional
learning boundaries. To harness this potential, educators should invest in quality content development
and ensure alignment with learner needs and curriculum objectives. While a small portion of respon-
dents initially perceived films as entertainment, they acknowledged their educational value when
clearly aligned with learning objectives. This underlines the importance of intentional instructional
design and the need for educators to develop purposeful, high-quality digital content. Moreover, films
offered a flexible and accessible mode of learning, extending educational opportunities beyond the
boundaries of formal classrooms. However, the study’s implications extend to policy, pedagogy, and
curriculum design. Educators and training institutes are encouraged to incorporate film-based learn-
ing into adult education frameworks, and policymakers should consider supporting the creation of
localized, educational digital media. Ultimately, this research reaffirms the capacity of films to serve
as dynamic, inclusive tools for cultivating a culture of lifelong learning, especially in under-resourced
and non-traditional learning environments.
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Abstract

Modern technology has transformed traditional surveillance into an advanced Al-based system that
significantly enhances security. Many developed countries have implemented these systems to impro-
ve public safety and security by detecting threats while balancing privacy and ethical considerations.
The Al-driven surveillance systems provide real-time monitoring, making it beneficial for states with
weak governance, which have faced persistent insecurity since the collapse of the central government
of Somalia in 1991. Somalia is still under widespread threat from a terrorist group such as AlShabab.
In 2024 the Somali government ordered the installation of surveillance cameras, CCTV, in the capital
Mogadishu to avoid attacks and monitor the group activity. However, the government initiative faced
targets and showed the potential role of real-time surveillance systems. This study explores the role
of Al-driven systems in strengthening the Somali security infrastructure, evaluating the opportunities
and challenges of implementing Al-based security systems. The study also analyzes the feasibility of
integrating surveillance systems within current security frameworks to improve stability and resilien-
ce to emerging threats. Finally, this study fills the literature gaps on integrating Al-driven surveillance
in fragile states such as Somalia and offers effective recommendations. The study is based on qua-
litative content analysis to explore the threats and focuse on improving methods for Al surveillance
systems in Somalia.

Keywords: AI Surveillance, Somali Security, CCTV, Ethical and Privacy.

INTRODUCTION

Al-powered public safety surveillance systems improve effectiveness while maintaining privacy. Tra-
ditional surveillance methods may not be effective in dealing with modern urban environments and
evolving threats. AlI-powered surveillance systems, which use sophisticated algorithms, machine le-
arning, and real-time data analysis, are a more effective way to monitor and manage security issues.
(Ericson & Haggerty, 2023, as cited in Kepeghom, 2024). Surveillance is a mechanism that assists
public authorities in doing so, specifically in street policing. The deployment of CCTV cameras in
cities was a significant step towards using technology to monitor public spaces. These technologies
have the potential to improve CCTV systems by providing real-time identity checks. Al enables re-
al-time data analysis and decision-making in public spaces, supporting law enforcement and security.
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Public authorities are justifying the use of Smart CCTV systems, which use Al-enabled facial recog-
nition technologies to identify criminals, terrorists, and missing persons, as well as track down sus-
picious behaviour (Fontes, et al., 2022). Al integration in surveillance systems is transforming urban
monitoring to improve security and law enforcement efficiency. The surveillance assembly Computer
vision, anomaly detection, and predictive analytics are used in technology, power, and privacy sys-
tems to accurately detect and respond to potential threats. Rapidly analysing large amounts of data
enables better response tactics and earlier detection (Kepeghom, 2024).

Security in surveillance is closely linked to public safety. Governments have emphasized the threats
posed by attacks, and asset security is always a top priority for all organizations. Remote surveillance
systems are most commonly used for safety and security in transportation, maritime environments,
public places, and military applications. Basic equipment required for intelligent surveillance consists
of calibrated sensors that are installed and linked under the control of a monitoring center. The bene-
fits of monitoring a wide range of districts effectively facilitate the work of security personnel while
also reducing the number of guardians required for monitoring. It is well understood that an effective
surveillance system should significantly reduce the amount of labour required by security personnel
(Wei Qi Yan, 2019).

LITERATURE REVIEW

Historical Context

Somalia is strategically located in the Horn of Africa and has the longest coastline of any African
country. Somalia was once hailed as Africa’s only true nation-state with an ethnically homogeneous
society, but since the 1990s, it has suffered from brutal, politically induced famine and genocidal
violence, as well as the flight of millions of refugees. As can be seen, the current maze of state col-
lapse, security crisis, clan tensions, and political violence depicted in popular media contradicts the
model of ethnic homogeneity portrayed in colonial historiography by scholars such as Lewis (1961),
as cited in Besteman (1996). According to Samatar (1992), the Somali crisis was primarily caused by
the collapse of state-run institutions. Samatar claims that Somali society has been torn apart by elite
rivalry in the political and economic arenas, the neglect of productive sectors of the economy, and
the centrality of state largesse at the mercy of elites. Under those conditions, combined with a general
lack of law and order, the distribution of weapons among civilians and clans exacerbated the burgeo-
ning civil war and political unrest (Mohamud Salad and Rusdi Omar, 2027).

Long-standing conflict in Somalia has resulted in a fragmented state with complex security concerns.
The collapse of the central government in 1991 led to widespread lawlessness, fostering the rise of
militant groups like Al Shabaab (Tar, et el., 2017, as cited in Machado, 2024). As stated Machado
(2024), Somalia where conflict and instability are persistent issues, the application of such techno-
logies is particularly pertinent. Monitoring systems can provide early warnings of potential threats,
enabling timely interventions and enhancing the protection of vulnerable populations. Utilizing aerial
reconnaissance along the Shabelle River, for instance, can facilitate the detection of armed groups’
movements toward civilian areas, including refugee camps and urban communities. This real-time
surveillance allows security forces to anticipate and counter potential attacks before they occur, the-
reby preventing violence and reducing harm to civilians.

According to Hills, Close circuit television (CCTV), a popular monitoring tool in the North, is now
available in Mogadishu. However, it has not yet led to new forms of policing. In March 2016, the UN
Support Office in Somalia (UNSOS) requested interest in installing CCTV cameras in the city. By
July 2016, there were approximately forty cameras monitoring traffic and security at high-profile bu-
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ildings like regional police headquarters and the Bank of Somalia. However, no monitoring room was
available. In January 2017, the UNDP’s Rule of Law project for CCTV was launched. Cameras were
installed in strategic locations and fifteen officers were trained to use them. Moreover, the Somali
context, with fragmented governance, limited infrastructure, and ongoing conflict, presents unique
challenges. CCTV’s primary target is terrorism and related forms of crime, and for good reason, in
February 2016, footage from Aden Adde International Airport showed a man in a security jacket han-
ding a laptop containing a bomb to a suicide bomber, who detonated the device on a Daallo Airlines
flight bound for Djibouti (Mezzofiore 2016, as cited in Alice Hills, 2019).

In June 2016, Waberi’s district police commissioner cited crime prevention to justify a pilot CCTV
project. According to MCRS (2016), the initial installation of cameras near the district police station
on Makka Al-Mukarrama Road will help law enforcement verify identities and monitor the city. He
asked the public to help the police protect the city by reporting any suspicious activity. However,
it’s unclear if CCTV provides more than just graphic images, as it did not prevent a car bomb from
destroying a police station on July 23, 2017. During Ramadan 2018, roadblocks and street closures
significantly reduced explosions. (AMISOM, 2018a).

In 24 February 2024, Abukar Ahmed Kabah, a well-known figure resident of the Heliwa district in
Mogadishu, was abducted and found his body dumped among the trees in Garasbaley town. After
investigations the judicial process supported by the CCTV after the Millitary Court of Somalia relied
on CCTV footage as a key piece of evidence, where finally the court sentenced, the Heliwa Police
Station commander Abdifatah Mohamed Hassan Qoslaye, and his deputy, Mohamed Abdi Mohamed
Qoone, to death by firing squad for the kidnapping and murder of Abukar Ahmed Kabah. (Hiiraan
Online, 2024).

AI-Driven in the Worldwide

Al has had a significant impact on many sectors, including security. Many countries, including China
and the United Kingdom, have prioritized integrating Al into national security strategies. Both count-
ries use Al to tackle various security challenges, including cyber threats, crime prevention, public
safety, and counterterrorism. China’s use of Al in surveillance and predictive policing, along with the
UK’s deployment in cybersecurity and intelligence analysis, offer valuable insights into how these
technologies can improve national security. China has developed one of the world’s most sophisti-
cated surveillance networks using Al, including facial recognition and big data analytics to predict
criminal activity. While this approach has improved law enforcement, it has also raised concerns
about privacy and human rights. The UK has integrated Al into its cybersecurity infrastructure, using
machine learning algorithms to detect and respond to emerging threats more quickly and accurately
(Praise Adegoke, 2024).

The UAE uses Al-driven surveillance technologies such as facial recognition, deep learning algorit-
hms, and biometric identification systems. Falcon Eye in Abu Dhabi and Oyoon in Dubai use live
video feeds to match faces against government databases, allowing for real-time monitoring. Al and
machine learning analyse large datasets like movement patterns, communication logs, and social me-
dia activity to identify potential threats. The UAE also uses big data technologies to process data from
sensors, mobile devices, and online activities, identifying trends and anomalies. Biometric systems,
including iris scanners and fingerprint recognition, improve surveillance efficiency in airports and
public facilities (Belal Alghafri, Abdallah Tubaishat, 2025).

Privacy and Ethical Consideration

Privacy, a multifaceted concept that will be explored in greater depth later, is central to the debate
over ethics and privacy in the context of Al. A significant component of this discussion is the concern
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that the use of Al technologies may violate data protection principles, causing harm to specific in-
dividuals or groups whose data is analyzed by Al systems. Concerns about privacy and ethics apply
to a wide range of digital technologies, including Al. In the absence of appropriate safeguards, there
is a significant risk that personal data will be used in ways that violate data protection principles or
infringe on legitimate privacy preferences. In the nineteenth century, a critical legal recognition of the
“right” emerged, the first expression of a “right to privacy,” based on legitimate privacy preferences.
Warren and Brandeis defined the “right to be alone,” which was influenced by a significant techno-
logical advancement of the time: the ability to photograph people. This innovation sparked anxieties
that had not existed when the process of capturing a person’s likeness required them to sit for long
periods of time in front of a painter (Ozgiir Onday, 2025).

Surveillance in crime prevention has evolved to use advanced technologies to deter criminal activity
and assist law enforcement in solving crimes. Surveillance systems, including CCTV and digital
monitoring tools, effectively deter potential offenders and provide crucial evidence for prosecution.
Welsh and Farrington’s meta-analysis found that visible surveillance measures, particularly in car
parks, significantly reduce vehicle crimes, highlighting their direct impact on crime rates. Extensive
CCTV coverage in urban areas has been shown to significantly reduce crime rates. The effectiveness
of surveillance in crime prevention can be attributed to a variety of mechanisms (Mary Christine
Wheatley, 2024).

Al systems can quickly analyse video footage to detect unusual or suspicious activity, allowing for
faster response times than traditional methods, and also Al systems can anticipate potential threats or
criminal activities by utilizing historical and real-time data, allowing for proactive actions and more
efficient resource allocation. Additionally, Al can automate many routine surveillance tasks, reducing
the need for constant human supervision. This efficiency allows security personnel to focus on more
important and strategic tasks (Kepeghom Ph.D, 2024). The Ai-Surveillance is crucial in national se-
curity operations, especially in counter-terrorism, as it detects and disrupts potential threats quickly.
The use of sophisticated surveillance systems, including high-resolution cameras, biometric scanners,
and advanced data analytics, has improved governments’ ability to monitor and respond to security
threats. Surveillance technologies in counterterrorism can improve security agencies’ effectiveness
by providing actionable intelligence to prevent terrorist activities (Mary Christine Wheatley, 2024).

The smart system has addressed many issues that traditional approaches cannot solve; however, there
are limitations to smart surveillance. The widespread use of surveillance raises serious ethical con-
cerns about individual privacy. Furthermore, misuse of surveillance data can result in unauthorized
tracking and monitoring of individuals. Furthermore, smart surveillance systems for security, which
are networked and frequently cloud-based, are susceptible to hacking and cyber-attacks. A compromi-
sed Smart Surveillance Security System (SSSS) can result in data breaches and unauthorized access
to sensitive information. Furthermore, the initial investment in smart surveillance technologies, such
as hardware, software, and training, can be significant, posing challenges for smaller organizations or
those with tight budgets (Moepi, et. Al, 2025).

METHODOLOGY

The study is based on qualitative content analysis (QCA) of all the materials published on the in-
ternet, and source from books and academic articles. The materials were collected over different
period. Content analysis used in this study starts from predetermined categories or strategies already
described in the literature. This method is proven to be useful to corroborate the pertinence of the
theories guiding the study or to extend the application of the theories to contexts of the Somalia’s
security challenges. The qualitative content analysis is unique for exploring thorough exploration of
the complex interplay between technology and security in fragile state.
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RESULT

The case of Abukar Kabah, capital Mogadishu 2024, highlights the critical role that surveillance
system can play in strengthening the security sector and supporting the judiciary which relied on
CCTYV footages to enhance the transparency and accountability. This development was also crucial
for restoring the citizens confidence to the public sector in law enforcement efforts. Additionally, this
integration of security with technology is not only to monitor the movement of al-Shabab but also
support the investigations of crimes in the government intuitions which thereby contributing strengt-
hening the rule of law.

The installation of CCTV in Mogadishu, especially Waberi District in 2016, which introduced as a
crime prevention, while the Police Commissionaire expressed in confidence that surveillance would
support to prevent attacks and monitor urban activity. However, despite this expectation the same
police station occurs a car bomb attack. In contrast, during Ramadan 2018 after implementing a
physical control strategy, roadblock and street closure, proved more effective by decreasing the exp-
losions. This highlights the effectiveness of CCTV while they often function passively as tool in
post-incident investigation like the murder of Abukar Kabah. To bridge this gap, Ai-integrated with
CCTYV could provide a real-time monitoring in alerting, detecting unusual behavior, and identifying
suspicious objects.

Finally, the expansion of surveillance technologies in Mogadishu raises a privacy concern, while da-
ily monitoring poses substantial risk to individuals’ rights to privacy and personal autonomy. Accor-
ding the Data Protection Act passed by the Somali Parliament in 2023 emphasizes the lawfulness of
processing of personal data prioritizing the consent of the data subject. This legislation has the poten-
tial to protect data subjects from risks arising from surveillances and to provide balance framework
between privacy and the integrating of the modern technology for security purposes. However, limi-
ted institutional capacity to enforce and regulate data protection and privacy presents a significant
challenge to the effective implementation of the Act.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Through the analysis in this paper the following recommendations are proposed to improve the effe-
ctiveness of surveillance system in Somalia especially in the capital Mogadishu;

Implement Modern AI-Driven technologies: The Somali government should prioritize the develop-
ment of Al-based CCTV systems to improve a real-time monitoring, alerting for risks, and detecting
unusual behavior. The integration of Artificial Intelligence with surveillance system can bridge the
limitation gap of the passive systems whose based post-incident and proactive threat prevention en-
hancing response times to security incidents and strengthening the rule of law.

Capacity Building for Security Personnel: The installation of surveillance alone is insufficient to
achieve a sustainable security. and need security officers need a regular training programs to effec-
tively operate Al-driven surveillance technologies. Effective of these systems depends heavily and
highly skilled professional who operate and manage them., therefore the security agencies should
establish an ongoing comprehensive security program integrating the Al systems. Additionally, these
training should cover the Al, cybersecurity protocols and compliance the data protection for respec-
ting the citizens right.

Phasing Out or Transitioning Legacy Personal: The Somali older security personnel my face a
challenge in adapting to digital technologies due to a limited familiarity with modern systems imp-
lemented in Mogadishu, and this skill gap can be a challenge the potential benefits the integration of
technological and security. For this reason, it is essential to develop structured transition strategies
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and policies that include retraining programs for legacy staff where possible, alongside planned reti-
rement or reassignment pathways for those unable to acquire the requisite competencies.

Public Awareness: The engaging the community through awareness campaigns can build the trust,
confidence and cooperation between the security agencies and the citizens. To foster this trust, and
deployment of Al-driven surveillance systems, the government and relevant stakeholders should la-
unch comprehensive awareness campaigns that clearly communicate the purpose, benefits, and limi-
tations of Al surveillance technologies.
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The Search for Democracy in Egypt Through
The Process of the Revolution and Coup

Baris OSMAN!

Abstract

The Search for Democracy in Egypt Through the Process of the Revolution and Coup examines
Egypt’s struggle for democracy during the Arab Spring, focusing on the period between the 2011
revolution and the 2013 military coup. The study addresses the political, economic, and social chal-
lenges that shaped this transformative era. The problem centers on Egypt’s inability to establish a
stable democratic model, despite the overthrow of Hosni Mubarak’s 30-year regime and the election
of Mohammed Morsi through democratic means. The research employs a qualitative approach, anal-
yzing historical events, policy decisions, and their socio-political impacts using secondary sources.
The content explores Mubarak’s authoritarian rule, the revolution’s dynamics, Morsi’s democratic
reforms, and the subsequent military intervention led by General Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. The findings
reveal that Morsi’s rapid constitutional changes and governance style alienated key segments of so-
ciety, leading to widespread protests and a military coup. The study highlights the role of external
actors, such as Turkey and Gulf states, in shaping Egypt’s political trajectory. It concludes that while
the revolution dismantled the “wall of fear,” the coup marked a regression in democratic progress.
Recommendations emphasize the need for inclusive governance, gradual reforms, and addressing
socio-economic disparities to foster long-term stability and democracy in Egypt. This analysis cont-
ributes to understanding the complexities of democratic transitions in post-revolutionary societies.

Keywords: Democracy, Egyptian Revolution, Military Coup, Mohammed Morsi, Arab Spring.
INTRODUCTION

Arab Spring was started in 2010 in the Middle East and North Africa. Thus, in many countries’ regi-
mes have changed or partial changes have occurred. In the Arab Spring process, there are countries
which had serious protests took places, such as Egypt, Syria, Tunisia, Libya, Yemen, Morocco, and
Bahrain. Among them, Syria, Morocco, and Bahrain may be more accurate because the changes were
limited to a certain extent.! Those countries which the government changes took place in Egypt,
Tunisia, Libya, and Yemen. Hosni Mubarak, who was in power for 30 years, was dismissed in 2011
when he was declared an unwanted person by the citizens of Egypt. After the revolution in Egypt,
Mohammed Morsi came to power with democratic elections in 2011. While the people had confiden-
ce in the new government, one year later, as a result of the coup by General Sisi, democracy was once
again damaged. In this article I will analyze the topics such as Hosni Mubarak’s years of power and
the loss of power as a result of the Revolution, Mohammed Morsi’s Coming to Power and Search

1 (Tuna, 2015, s. 176)
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for Democracy and finally the Process After Military Intervention and The Future of Foreign Policy
During the Revolution and After Revolution Period. However, the main issue will be the political and
social instability in the country. Also, the period from Egyptian Revolution until General Sisi’s coup
process by using reference from different articles. For me, the main problem of this process is the
non-settled democratic model of Egypt. Now, let’s go over to review.

Theoretical Framework and Methodology

This study is grounded in Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way’s (2010) theoretical framework of com-
petitive authoritarianism.? According to this approach, some regimes contain formal democratic
institutions such as elections, parties, and constitutions; however, incumbents systematically inst-
rumentalize these institutions to their own advantage. Competition continues at a nominal level, but
the incumbents’ institutional and informal superiority erodes the substantive quality of democracy.
Egypt’s 2011-2013 experience can be read within this framework: the 2011 Revolution shook the
authoritarian status quo; yet in the new period, the executive’s rapid and non-inclusive power-consoli-
dation moves, combined with the military’s historical-economic weight and the judiciary’s and burea-
ucracy’s points of resistance, shifted electoral competition onto a fundamentally unequal terrain. This
framework will be used in the following sections to explain how, during the Morsi era, constitutional
declarations, the interaction between the judiciary and parliament, societal polarization, and patterns
of external support (particularly from the Gulf) produced a dynamic of “competitive authoritarian
transition.

The paper employs a qualitative, explanatory single-case® design focused on the critical juncture
2011-2013. The analysis links macro-political events to institutional constraints highlighted by the
competitive authoritarianism framework.

HOSNI MUBARAK’S YEARS OF POWER AND THE LOSS OF POWER AS A RESULT OF THE
REVOLUTION

Following the death of Anwar Sadat on 6 October 1981, Hosni Mubarak became the President with
a referendum on 24 October 1982. The external debt, which emerged as a result of the open-door
policies to improve the economy during the Sadat period, faced many problems such as income in-
justice etc. In the period when Mubarak came to power 1981, Egypt’s foreign debt stock was more
than the total national income size and the size of the land suitable for agriculture was declining
despite the country’s high population growth rate.* Although the economy showed a growth trend
with the expansion policies implemented since the mid-1980s, the economic crisis was dragged into
the crisis with the negative effect of the declining oil prices between 1985-1986. Public employment
and subsidies on social issues have led to the expansion of public spending. This led to an increase
in the budget deficit and the borrowing trend. At this point, in 1987 Egypt agreed to implement the
IMF program designed to reduce public spending, to liberalize the private sector and to improve the
functioning of financial markets, but the agreement was canceled because of failing its requirements.”

In the period after the Gulf War, President Mubarak signed an agreement with IMF and the World
Bank. In this context, a comprehensive economic liberalization reform program for economic stabi-
lity and restructuring has been implemented. This issue has increased the share of the armed forces,
civilian goods and services, and increased its share in the economy. It should be noted that during this
period, retired officers, who occupied high administrative positions in the public sector, played an

2 (Levitsky & Way, 2002)
3 (Baxter & Jack, 2008)

4 (Yamak, 2018, s. 37-38)
5 Ibid, p. 37
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important role in increasing the share of the army in the economy.®

Economic stability program was signed with the IMF on May 1991 and a structural adjustment prog-

ram was signed with the World Bank in November 1991. On June 1995, Egypt becomes a member
of the World Trade Organization and in 1997, the Free Trade Agreement was signed with the Arab
Countries.” On the other hand, from 1998 to 2004, trade and corporate comprehensive measures were
focused on economic reform. On January 2003, the exchange rate was liberalized, and privatization
activities were accelerated in areas such as electricity, water, public health, irrigation, health services,
transport, telecommunications and education.? Accordingly, the government launched a comprehen-
sive financial sector reform plan in September 2004, and in late 2006 more than half of the banking
sector became privately owned. It should be noted at this point that between 2004 and 2006, about 16
billion Egyptian pounds were privatized.’

As can be seen, the Mubarak administration, who wanted to bring the Egyptian economy to a struc-
ture integrated into the global system in a neo-liberal way over a period of 30 years in various forms
of change and transformation, has seen a serious economic/political support in this sense; has been
faced with crises under the influence of events. In this period, the national income level of the country
increased approximately four times in real terms, but the per capita income level was not subject to an
increase because of the high population growth rate. On the other hand, the foreign trade and foreign
debt balance of the country has improved significantly and the share of the state in the economy has
declined. However, it should be noted that although the economy has shown a tendency to grow, there
has not been any improvement in the economy in general, covering all the social classes due to the
inequalities in the distribution of resources. The military’s economic sphere and the entrenched cadres
within the bureaucracy during the Mubarak era can be read, in the competitive authoritarianism lite-
rature, as the historical roots of the “veto players.” This legacy laid the groundwork, in the post-2011
period, for formal change to be constrained by informal power relations.

The process of leading to revolution

On January 25, 2011, the Egyptian people carried out one of the most peaceful revolutions in his-
tory against the Hosni Mubarak regime, which ruled the country for thirty years with a dictatorship.
(Harmoon Cagdas Arastirma Merkezi, 2017) introduce that “The uprising of the Egyptian people
greatly appalled the US, Israel, Europe, and Egypt regime. With the participation of Islamic, Liberal,
Nationalist and Leftist parties, approximately five million activists gathered in de Center of-Tahrir
Mill Square in Cairo”. In other Egyptian cities, millions of demonstrators have filled the squares and
streets. The Egyptian army, on the other hand, remained neutral in this case.'® What is interesting is
that the same army would then blow up against President Mohammed Morsi, who was elected presi-
dent in 2013.

Until 25 January 2011, the trade unions, which were entirely in the hands of the regime, could not
make any attempts against the regime. However, workers have begun to look for ways to seek their
rights. The workers then succeeded in weakening the Mubarak regime after a period of collective
action by strikes and protests.! In this process, thanks to the independent unions and workers’ or-
ganizations which was established, the unions in the state monopoly have become independent and

6 (Ayhan & Algan, 2011, s. 14-16)

7 (Bank Audi, 2016)

8 (Ayhan & Algan, 2011, s. 16)

9 Ibid, 16-17

10 (Harmoon Cagdas Arastirma Merkezi, 2017, s. 2-3)
11 (Telci 1. N., 2014, s. 178-179)
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have begun to be more active. Thus, there was serious opposition to the government. By the time of
the revolution, these independent unions played a major role in the realization of the revolution.'?
Looking at the content of the protests, rather than the opposition to the regime, the slogans shouted
during demonstrations and generally expressed as job security, the increase of the minimum wage, the
fair distribution of promotions, the demands of retirees etc. 1

In the meantime, strikes and work-outs occurred in factories and workplaces. Even though the gover-
nment was trying to control the situation from time to time, it was not successful. On February 8, the
deputy president Omar Suleiman made a statement and demanded the end of the protests. However,
this demand increased the fire of the protests and caused thousands of people to go on the streets.
From the 8th of February, the people who work in many cities have started to leave their jobs. In the
following days, Electricity Distribution Companies, Egypt Telecom, Public Transport Drivers, Mu-
seum Staff, Postal, Insurance, Health, Oil and Railroad Workers have supported the protests in a wide
range of strikes. Following these large-scale protests, the economy came to a halt and chaos occurred
in the country." President Hosni Mubarak was forced to announce his resignation on 11 February,
18 days after the uprising that united all parts of society on 25 January in Egypt. After Mubarak left
Egypt, a new era was entered.'” The “breaking of the wall of fear” in 2011 made competition visible;
however, because institutional parity could not be established, a competitive yet unequal playing field
emerged.

MOHAMMED MURSI’S COMING TO POWER AND SEARCH FOR DEMOCRACY

After the fall of Mubarak, the Egyptian people and the new president, who would be elected, would
have to deal with serious problems. Because until then, Morsi aimed to rule the country with democ-
ratic values in a short period of time. On the one hand, there were expectations of the public and seri-
ous gaps in the state. The newly elected government had to scrupulously address these problems and
begin to govern the state within the framework of democratic values. According to Telci “Mohammed
Morsi, who took office as president on June 30, 2012, had a decisive will to stabilize the country and
move from a former regime’s actors to a democratic rule”.'® He received the support of the Muslim
Brotherhood movement which he was a member of, and needed to make arrangements in vital posi-
tions, especially in judiciary, bureaucracy and media. Because, at the same time, it was necessary to
deal with the serious opposition of the Mubarak regime.!”

The most important step taken by Morsi during democratization from the post-Mubarak period was
the occurrence of a series of incidents, which were considered to be the main actor in politics since
1952, being sent back to his barracks. In this respect, Morsi relieved Tantavi, the head of the Supreme
Military Council, and Murat Muvafi, the head of intelligence.'® This was considered a major deve-
lopment by the Egyptian people, although not welcomed by the military. However, it should be well
known that even though the soldier seems to have been taken out of the political sphere, it is almost
impossible to eliminate the army, which is one of the most important actors of the Egyptian politics
and economy, with a single move.' The strongest opposition movement on the road to the coup was
the result of Morsi’s 6-item declaration on November 22nd and the text of the Constitution submitted

12 Ibid, p. 180

13 Ibid, p. 180

14 Ibid, p. 181

15 (Ayhan & Algan, 2011, s. 13)
16 (Telci, 2013, s. 168)

17 Ibid, p. 168

18 (Cook, 2009)

19 (Sayin, 2019, p. 19)
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to the referendum on 15 December. Morsi, with this 6-point declaration, took decisions that extended
his area of action against the military and the judiciary and sought to complete his power which was
terminated by the termination of the Parliament.?

Sayin, 2019, claims the contents of Morsi’s 6-point paper are as follows:
(1) retrial of the former regime’s officials responsible for crimes committed during the revolution.

(2) from the date of appointment of the president, all the decisions taken by the president shall be
valid until a new constitution is adopted and a new People’s Assembly is elected, no case can be filed
in any way, and the annulment of the cases brought against them.

(3) the president of the Egyptian Chief Public Prosecutor shall be elected by the president of the
Republic for a period of four years from the members of the judiciary and this decision shall be imp-
lemented immediately.

(4) the amendment of the article “draft new constitution should be prepared within 6 months from the
date it was founded” in the constitutional declaration dated March 30, 2011, concerning the estab-
lishment of the Constituent Assembly which will prepare the new constitution in the form of “within
8 months”.

(5) no judicial body shall be able to dissolve the Constituent Assembly and the Council of Shura..

(6) recognition of the president’s authority to take all measures to protect the objectives of the revo-
lution.”!

Following this six-point announcement, the opposition began to act with greater outrage against Mor-
si and to fill the squares. In the squares, it was echoed by the opposition that Morsi was a new Phara-
oh. It can be said that the main purpose of Morsi was to re-assemble the Constitutional Commission
with the lower wing of the Egyptian People’s Assembly and to strengthen their hand against the mi-
litary-judicial custody. The opposition, however, said that this should be read as the Morsi’s attempts
to transform into a one-man regime.?? As a result of such developments, it will be inevitable to have
problems throughout the country. As a matter of fact, as a result of Morsi taking serious decisions
in a short time, it will cause a painful process to start. As it is known, when Morsi came to power in
democratic elections in Egypt, Turkey has been the biggest supporter.

As the process proceeded in this way, the new Constitution text that Morsi will present to the popular
vote also led to great controversy. The opposition emphasized that in the preparation of this text, the
Islamist section was overwhelming and that after the military regime, Egypt was now wanted to be
governed by an Islamic regime.” In the course of these discussions, the opposition section has been
removed from the table, the new Constitution has been left under the control of the Muslim Brot-
herhood and Salafist, and the new Constitution has been formed under the leadership of these two
groups. 2 This new constitution made a civilian power compared to the previous period. The fact that
the opposition considers the beginning of the new Islamic regime” and that the new draft differs from
the old Constitution is the “Sharia is the main source re of the Legislature.”> Although the new go-
vernment came to power, the workers’ uprisings were not over. In the first months of 2013, workers’

20 (Tastan, 2014, s. 4-6)
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actions and protests became increasingly oppositional. In April 2013, they attempted to overthrow
Morsi by launching large protests. During the protests against Mubarak in 2010, the EFITU move-
ment in the field had already declared that it would take part in large-scale protests against Morsi. The
protests, which started with a wide participation in different cities of the country on June 30, have
grown. ? Then, Abdul Fattah al-Sisi claimed that the army had taken over the government on 3 July
with the claim of preventing further growth.?” In the literature on democracy, it was a military coup.
Morsi was also a member of the Muslim Brotherhood movement. Some countries in the region such
as Turkey, Libya, and Qatar showed a great response to this coup. However, it was supported by Arab
countries such as Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait.?® Countries in the Western
bloc, such as the US, the European Union, and Israel, did not respond to the coup taking into account
their regional interests. Thus, they contradicted their discourse of democracy. Following this coup
against the legitimate government, many other Islamist movements, especially the Muslim Brother-
hood, began anti-coup protests.” Even in the month of Ramadan, thousands of anti-coup protesters
gathered at the Rabiatul Adeviye and Nahda squares demanded the return back Morsi to the govern-
ment. The intervention of the military administration against the defenders of democracy was harsh.
Army troops have occasionally engaged in armed interventions in the civilian crowd. The soldiers
have killed dozens of people. In August, hundreds of people were killed by security forces during
bloody raids on Rabiatul Adeviye and Nahda squares.*® The six-article constitutional declaration of
November 22, 2012 aimed to expand the executive’s room for maneuver and bypass judicial-military
oversight, while triggering a perception of “single-center consolidation” within the opposition. From
the perspective of competitive authoritarianism, this is evaluated as an attempt to generate informal
superiority by relying on formal institutions; consequently, the social coalition narrowed and mass
mobilization increased.

FOREIGN POLICY

The efforts of the post-revolutionary Foreign Minister Nabil Al-Arabi to change the Egyptian foreign
policy in a sense were divided by the transition of him to the Arab League. After Mursi was elected
president, Foreign Policy tried the same way, even if it was not as ambitious and ambitious as Al-A-
rabi for radical change.*! However, the economic priorities and the efforts to re-position Egypt in
regional and global politics have become prominent characteristics of Egypt’s foreign policy. Presi-
dent Mursi’s visit to China, accompanied by seven ministers and a trade delegation of eighty people,
showed that there was a new interest in developing relations and re-positioning Egypt in the global
economic transformation and seeking to re-establish relations with the neglected areas in foreign
policy after Nasser.*> However, while Mursi was trying to develop his foreign policy, the opposition
did not stop and did all the evil they could to prevent it. The asymmetric support provided by external
actors particularly the Gulf states to ruling blocs aligns with the “external resource” mechanism that
bolsters the resilience of competitive authoritarian regimes; this strengthened the military’s hand in
the domestic balance of power.

THE PROCESS AFTER MILITARY INTERVENTION AND THE FUTURE OF FOREIGN
POLICY DURING THE REVOLUTION AND AFTER REVOLUTION PERIOD
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After the military coup in Egypt on July 3, 2013, President Mohammed Morsi and many Muslim Bro-
therhood members were taken into the prison and Morsi fans started to fill the squares.3® Morsi was
overthrown by the military coup on July 3, 2013, following the expiration of the 48-hour deadline of
the army and the process began to move in a completely different direction. The military coup was a
serious step back for Egyptian democracy.*

This was a very important development, and the author continues to explain as follows;

“Perhaps the most interesting events in Egypt dafter the coup was the fact that some of the problems
that could not be solved during the Morsi period were solved very fast as if they had no problems at
all. Before June 30, the most important economic distress were gas taps and power cuts. However, the
fact that these problems disappeared immediately after the coup suggested that the rich people and
the army deliberately prepared this situation. As a result, in the aftermath of the coup in Egypt, with
the increase in anti-Morsi demonstrations, the Morsi supporters also came to the square. It appears
that Morsi directed an unsuccessful process against the conflicts and the army took almost no oppor-
tunity to intervene in the events of the coup. After the clashes, the army, which had the support of the
opponents, realized a military coup against Morsi. Anti-Morsi and anti-coup groups gathered in the
squares did not leave the squares even after approximately ten months.*

After the revolution, Egypt entered a new process and broke the wall of fear. After Morsi was elected
president, a foreign policy tried to follow the same path in a more gradual process, although he did
not work as ambitious and enthusiastic as al-Arabi for a radical change. It was one of the most curi-
ous foreign policy issues about the relations of the President with the West and the US because of his
coming from an Islamic past. However, Morsi preferred a relationship based on rational and common
interests with the West rather than an emotional foreign policy and emphasized the importance of
Egypt as an active actor, not passive in these relations. *

The most ambitious dimension of foreign policy during the Morsi period can be seen in his moves
to the Middle East. During his visit to Riyadh, President of Egypt intended to revive the relations of
Egypt and Saudi Arabia as the two largest Arab states. He strived for the normalization of diplomatic
relations with Iran, and former President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran paid a return visit to Egypt
on the occasion of the high-level summit of the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation.*” Cairo and
Saudi, as well as Egypt and Turkey in order to solve human tragedy in Syria and Arabia had launched
a peace initiative by including Iran. Although this initiative was ineffective as a result of Saudi Arabi-
a’s absence, Assad could play an important role in contributing to the restructuring process. If the July
3 coup did not take place, perhaps this initiative could be institutionalized to show Egypt’s influence
on regional issues and to present a platform for discussion and consultation on regional issues to the
three key countries of the Middle East.*® Egyptian Government showed Turkey as an enemy after the
coup in domestic politics. The reason for this has been the clear stand of Turkey. Turkish ambassador
was declared unwanted.*

Although the domestic policy dimension will not be mentioned here, it is highly probable that the
answer to the two key questions for Egypt will be decisive for whether Egypt is a regionally and glo-
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bally influential actor. After the July 3 military coup, Egyptian foreign policy rejected the legacy of
the Morsi period and, in many respects, had an internal policy-oriented orientation. In particular, the
Gulf States’ gave economic and political support for the military coup, and its continuation became
the most fundamental foreign policy priority for Egypt’s military regime.*

In response to the coup, the African Union suspended Egypt’s membership and Egypt with the Et-
hiopia on the Nile River in the period of Morsi in the ongoing political struggle lost space. Ethiopia
which hosted the African Union in particular, undermined Egypt in the Nile Basin and African po-
litics by using this supremacy.* According to (Ozkan, 2014), “The African Union had established a
commission to assess the developments in Egypt, and in this context, held talks with the Egyptian
military regime and Morsi. But this commission report, beyond the expectation of Egypt, did not
recommend Egypt’s return to membership, and even blamed the Egyptian military regime for the
process. In accordance with the recommendations of this report, Egypt was not invited to the 22nd
African Union Leaders Summit held on 29-31 January 2014”.> Looking at the relations with the west
in general, Europe and the United States, who did not see the 3 July process as a coup, supported the
military regime and continued to have relations with the Egyptian military regime, especially if they
wanted to exclude themselves after the violent incidents in Rabia Square.*?

The revolutions in the Arab world and Egypt has opened a new way of dealing with the problems in
the context of foreign policy and has provided new opportunities for the region and beyond. For the
first time in the history of Egypt, a civilian president was elected and, for a short time, had a democ-
ratization experience. Although the process seems to have gone backward by the July 3 coup, it is
necessary to look at the current issues and not to ignore the fundamental problems in Egypt’s foreign
policy making. This process, in which the wall of fear is destroyed, and the future of the country is
discussed not only by a few elites but by the masses of society, offers opportunities to solve the main
problems. The July 3, 2013 intervention was a rupture point at which electoral competition became
bounded by a military—bureaucratic veto and competitive authoritarianism regressed toward the aut-
horitarian pole. The rapid resolution of energy/supply problems after the intervention points to the
blocking role played by informal power networks in the pre-intervention period.

TUNISIAAND EGYPT COMPARISON

Tunisia and Egypt entered the post-2011 period with similarly opened political arenas, yet their traje-
ctories soon diverged.* Through the lens of competitive authoritarianism, three institutional factors
account for this split. First, the civil military balance differed: Tunisia’s army had limited economic
reach and weak political autonomy, so it could not act as a decisive veto player, allowing civilians to
bargain without a constant coup threat.*> Egypt’s military, by contrast, possessed vast assets and deep
ties to the state, maintaining a persistent veto over core policies and leaving the playing field struc-
turally unequal. Second, mediation and constitution-making were institutionalized in Tunisia but not
in Egypt. The National Dialogue Quartet brokered the Ennahda cabinet’s resignation, a technocratic
caretaker, and a slower, more inclusive constitutional timetable, which embedded rights in the 2014
Constitution.** Egypt lacked a comparable mediator; a compressed timetable and the 22 Novem-
ber 2012 declaration were perceived as power concentration, narrowing the governing coalition and
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intensifying polarization.*” Third, sequencing and socioeconomic pressures pulled the cases apart:
Tunisia deliberately slowed politics at critical junctures to build consensus, whereas Egypt’s acute
energy and price shocks incentivized rapid executive moves without parallel elite bargains, enabling
unelected veto actors to justify intervention.*® Consequently, Tunisia partially leveled the field and
kept rivals within constitutional channels, while Egypt’s entrenched military-bureaucratic vetoes and
absent mediation pushed conflict to the streets, culminating in the July 2013 intervention and re-aut-
horitarianization.* The policy implication is to constrain military autonomy, institutionalize cross-i-
deological mediation, prioritize inclusion over speed in constitution-making, and buffer short-term
socioeconomic shocks to reduce reversal risk.

CONCLUSION

As a result of the search for democracy, Egypt has not achieved the result that was imagined. The
Egyptian state, which has a long history, is a very bad event to experience such a painful process. After
the process that began with the revolution, the attempts to spread democracy throughout the country
was only given to Muhammad Morsi, who came to power with democratic elections. However, Presi-
dent Morsi wanted to make quick decisions on some issues and the decisions brought serious negative
consequences. For example, the fact that he wanted to make constitutional changes in a short period
of time has brought serious negative consequences. Morsi’s attempts to change the Constitution have
not been accepted by the public and it has been suspected that he will be the only man. In fact, the
dictatorship of the country for a long time would have no meaning for the people of the country to
re-rule in a dictatorial line. The economic, social and political problems in the Mubarak era should
not be experienced again. In this context, it was necessary to prioritize economic developments first.

Morsi, who had received the support of a great country like Turkey, also had to benefit from the accu-

mulation of this country. Instead of rushing, he also had great internal support for the reconstruction
of the country within the framework of democratic values. It was a fact that it would be beneficial
to give priority to the events taking place in the country and to fulfill the demands of the citizens.
However, since the demands of the people were not met, the protests in the country continued during
the Morsi period. Thus, Morsi, who was brought to power by the people by waiting for great hopes,
failed to meet the expectations, created a great disappointment. While the Egyptian state believed in
democracy for the first time, suddenly, that dream of Democratic Egypt has returned to its former
days as a result of a coup against the government. The country’s chief of Staff, Abdul Fattah al-Sisi,
has begun to govern the country by confiscating the government, and thus the expectations of those
who fictitious democracy has been postponed to another date. At the end of the coup, we see that even
though the Egyptian people were not happy with the fact that they had come to power with the coup,
they lived economically more comfortably during the reign of President Sisi.

Finally, the competitive authoritarianism framework shows that in Egypt, electoral legitimacy beco-
mes fragile when it is not supported by institutional consolidation. Between 2011 and 2013, democ-
ratic institutions were rapidly attempted to be built; however, the military’s historical veto capacity,
remnants of the old regime within the judiciary and bureaucracy, the absence of an inclusive and con-
sensual constitutional process, and the asymmetry of external support rendered competition unequal
and led to a reversal in 2013. At the policy level, without (i) institutional arrangements that constrain
civil-military relations, (ii) judicial reform and accountable checks-and-balances mechanisms, (iii)
an inclusive and deliberately paced constitutional timetable, and (iv) social policy packages that alle-
viate socio-economic pressures, elections alone cannot produce consolidation.
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Nisa Siiresi 34. Ayetindeki “Darabe” Fiilinin
Uretken Yapay Zeka Destekli Analizi:
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Ozet

Tefsir geleneginde miifessirler, Kur’an’daki kavramlar1 yorumlarken kelimenin dilsel anlaminin yani
sira yasadiklar1 dénemin sosyal ve kiiltiirel sartlarim da dikkate almiglardir. Bu baglamda Nisa siiresi
34. ayette gecen darabe (u=_<) fiili, “vurmak, bir seyi bir seye vurmak, yiiriimek veya hareket etmek”
gibi farkli literal anlamlar tasimaktadir. Klasik ve cagdas dénem miifessirleri bu fiili aile ici iliskiler
baglaminda cesitli sekillerde yorumlamis, donemlerinin toplumsal kabullerini de yansitmiglardir. Gii-
niimiizde ise liretken yapay zeka (generative Al) teknolojileri, metin analizi, kavramsal karsilastirma
ve yorumlarin sistematik siniflandirilmas igin yeni imkanlar sunmaktadir. Bununla birlikte, yapay
zeka modelleri manevi ve ahlaki sezgiye sahip olmayip ciktilar algoritmik siireclere ve kullanic1 gir-
dilerine dayanmaktadir. Calismamiz, daha 6nce tefsir alaninda sinirh bigimde ele alinan bu konuyu
0zglin bir yontemle ele alarak, klasik/cagdas donem tefsir yorumlari ile ChatGPT-3.5’in darabe fiili-
ne dair tiretimlerini karsilastirmali olarak incelemektedir. Arastirma sorusu, “ChatGPT Kur’an’daki
bir kavrami baglami ve anlam katmanlariyla yorumlayabilir mi?” seklinde belirlenmistir. Bulgular,
tiretken yapay zekanin bazi dilsel ve baglamsal acilardan katki saglayabilse de tefsirin ahlaki, tarihsel
ve yorumsal boyutlarini kusatmakta simirh kaldigimi géstermektedir. Sonug olarak calisma, tiretken
yapay zekanin tefsir alaninda yardimci ve tamamlayici bir arag olarak kullanilabilecegini, ancak nihai
yorum otoritesinin miifessirlerde kalmas1 gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tefsir, Kur’an, Nisa siiresi, Yapay Zeka, ChatGPT.
Abstract

In the tradition of Qur’anic exegesis, mufassirun have interpreted Qur’anic concepts not only by
considering the linguistic meaning of words but also by taking into account the social and cultural
conditions of their time. In this regard, the verb daraba (u=_<) in Surah An-Nisa’ 34 carries various
literal meanings such as “to strike, to hit something against something, to walk, or to move.” Classical
and contemporary exegetes have interpreted this verb in different ways within the context of family
relations, reflecting the social norms of their respective periods. Today, generative artificial intel-
ligence (AI) technologies provide new opportunities for text analysis, conceptual comparison, and
systematic categorization of interpretations. However, Al models lack spiritual and moral intuition,
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and their outputs rely on algorithmic processes and user inputs. This study addresses this issue with
a novel methodological approach by conducting a comparative analysis of classical/contemporary
tafsir interpretations and the outputs of ChatGPT-3.5 concerning the verb daraba. The central resear-
ch question is: “Can ChatGPT interpret a Qur’anic concept by considering its context and semantic
layers?” The findings indicate that while generative Al can contribute to certain linguistic and con-
textual dimensions, it remains limited in encompassing the ethical, historical, and interpretive aspects
of tafsir. Consequently, the study concludes that Al may function as a supportive and complementary
tool in Qur’anic exegesis, but the ultimate interpretive authority must remain with human exegetes.

Keywords: Tafsir, Qur’an, Surah An-Nisa’, Generative Al, ChatGPT.

GIRiS

Uretken yapay zeka (YZ), son yillarda bir¢ok alanda derin ve doniistiiriicii etkiler géstermektedir. Bu
teknolojilerin giiniimiizdeki basarisi; gelismis algoritmalar, giiclii donanmimlar ve veri miktarindaki
artigin bir araya gelmesiyle agiklanabilmektedir. Ozellikle derin 6grenme yontemleri, iiretken yapay
zekanin karmasik verileri daha etkin bir sekilde islemesini saglamaktadir. Ayrica, insan beynindeki
noronlarin ¢alisma mantigindan esinlenerek tasarlanan sinir aglari (Neural Networks) gibi yeni al-
goritmalar da bu siirece 6nemli katki sunmaktadir.(Cetin & Kesvelioglu, 2025, ss. 245-270) Uretken
yapay zeka, bilgiyi temsil etme ve ¢ikarim yapma ile metinleri verimli bir sekilde isleme imkan1 ver-
mektedir. Bu 6zellikleri sayesinde hem karmasik problemlerin ¢6ziimiinde hem de veri odakli karar

stireclerinde etkin bir rol oynamaktadir. Dolayisiyla, modern bilisim alaninda vazgecilmez bir arag
olmaktadir.(Torre-Lopez vd., 2023, s. 2175)

Giliniimiizde {iretken yapay zeka teknolojisi, metinleri analiz etme, kavramsal karsilagtirmalar yapma
ve farkli yorumlan sistematik bi¢cimde siniflandirma imkan1 sunmaktadir. Bununla birlikte, iiretken
yapay zeka manevi ve ahlaki sezgiye sahip degildir. Bu nedenle ciktilari, biiyiik dil modellerinin
(LLM - Large Language Model) algoritmalarinin isleyisine ve kullanici girdilerine dayanmaktadir.
Uretken yapay zeka teknolojilerinden ChatGPT, “Chat Generative Pre-trained Transformer” ifadesi-
nin kisaltmasidir. OpenAl tarafindan gelistirilen bu yapay zeka dil modeli, aldig1 girdilere dayanarak
konusma tabanli yanitlar iiretmek iizere tasarlanmistir. GPT-3 mimarisi iizerine inga edilen model
metin iiretmekle birlikte kullanicilarla etkilesimli diyaloglar da gerceklestirebilmektedir.(Webster &
Watson, Richard T., 2002, s. 310) ChatGPT’nin iicretli ve {icretsiz planlar1 bulunmakta olup GPT-
3.5’in ticretsiz plam tiim kullanicilar igin erisilebilir durumdadir.

Tefsir ilmi, Islam diisiincesi gelenegi icerisinde koklii bir gecmise ve zengin bir literatiire sahip te-
mel disiplinlerden biridir. Bu alan, tarihsel siire¢ boyunca farkli yontemsel yaklasimlarin etkisiyle
sekillenmis ve gelismistir. Klasik dénem tefsir anlayislarinda filolojik, rivayet temelli, akll ve tasav-
vufi bakis acisi gibi farkli yorumlama yontemleri 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.(Pacaci, 2007, ss. 13-19) Modern
doneme gelindiginde ise miifessirler, toplumsal, bilimsel ve kiiltiirel dinamikler ile iligkilendirerek
yeniden yorumlama ¢abasi icine girmislerdir.(Kogyigit, 2013, ss. 241-243) Bu yaklasim, tefsir ilmi-
nin yalmzca tarihsel bir birikim alan1 olmaktan ¢ikip modern diinyanin entelektiiel, etik ve sosyal
sorunlarina yonelik ¢6ziim arayislarina katki sunan dinamik bir disiplin haline gelmesini saglamistir.
Klasik ve modern donem tefsir yaklagimlarinin farkliliklar bazi dyetlerin anlamlandirilmasinda daha
belirgin hale gelmektedir. Bu baglamda, Nisa siiresi 34. ayette gecen darabe (u=_<) fiili bu acidan
onemli bir 6rnek tegkil etmektedir.

Bu arastirmada oncelikle Nisa sliresi 34. ayette gecen darabe (u=_<) fiili klasik ve ¢agdas donem
tefsir eserlerinde nasil yorumlandigi analiz edilecektir. Bu cercevede tefsir literatiiriiniin zenginligi
calismamizin odakli ve sinirli bir cercevede yiiriitiilmesini gerekli kilmaktadir. Bu baglamda klasik
dénem eserlerinden ilki rivayet temelli yaklasimi incelemek amaciyla Taberi’nin (6. 310/ 923) Ca-
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mi ‘u’l-beyan fi tefsiri’l-Kur 'an isimli eseridir. Bir diger eser ise lugavi ve edebi unsurlarin yani sira
akli iligkileri dikkate alan boylece rivayet tefsirlerinden farkli bir metodoloji sunan Zemahseri’nin (6.
538/ 1144) el-Kessdf eseridir. Modern donem tefsir eserlerinden ise M. Sait Simsek’in (1951-2024)
Hayat Kaynagi Kur’an Tefsiri isimli eseridir. Bu eserde Kur’an’in mesaji, rivayet ve dirayet yon-
temlerinin biitiinlestirildigi bir yaklagimla ele alinmakta ve giiniimiiz insaninin karsilastig1 sorunlara
¢Oziim tretecek bir yaklasimla sunulmaktadir. Ayrica Yahudi kokenli Miisliiman alim Muhammed
Esed’in (Leopold Weiss), (1900-1992) The Message of the Qur ‘an eseri de aragtirmada analiz edile-
cektir. Ardindan GPT-3.5’in Nisa siliresi 34. ayette gecen darabe (u=_<) fiilini ayet baglami ve dilsel
acidan yorumlama potansiyeli analiz edilecektir. Veriler karsilastirmali arastirma yontemi kullani-
larak degerlendirilecektir.(Matthews & Ross, 2010, s. 475) Calisma, iiretken yapay zekanin tefsir
alanina sagladig1 imkanlarin yani sira sinirhiliklar: da tartismayr hedeflemektedir.

Uretken Yapay Zekamin Giiniimiizde Rolii ve Onemi

Yapay zeka teknolojileri, giiniimiizde farkh disiplinlerde giderek artan bir &neme sahip olmaktadir.
Bu teknolojiler bilgi iiretimi ve icerik olusturma siireclerine yenilikgi katkilar sunmaktadir. Ozellik-
le ChatGPT gibi iiretken dogal dil isleme modelleri, metin analizi, yorumlama ve etkilesimli bilgi
saglama konularinda etkili araclar olarak kullanilmaktadir. Bu béliimde, giiniimiizde iiretken yapay
zekanin rolii ve 6nemi cergevesinde ChatGPT ele alinacaktir.

Insan biligsel yetilerini taklit edebilen sistemler gelistirme yoniindeki calismalarin baglamasiyla bir-
likte yapay zeka 20. yiizyilin ortalarindan itibaren bagimsiz bir aragtirma disiplini olarak ortaya ¢ik-
mistir. Giiniimiizde iiretken yapay zeka, inovasyonun onciisii olarak cesitli sektorleri ve toplumsal
yasami doniistiirmektedir. Bu doniisiim 6zellikle iiretken yapay zeka sistemlerin giderek otonom ve
sofistike hale getirmektedir.(Babaoglu & Cubuk, 2025, ss. 292-293) Uretken yapay zeka teknolojile-
rinde 6nemli bir déniim noktasi olarak degerlendirilen ChatGPT, OpenAl tarafindan 2022’nin son-
larina dogru Kasim ayinda kamuya acik sekilde kullanima sunulmus ve kisa siirede kiiresel dlcekte
yogun ilgi gérmiistiir. Uretken On Egitimli Déniistiiriiciiler (Generative Pre-trained Transformers —
GPT) mimarisi iizerine inga edilen bu uygulama, dogal dil isleme kapasitesiyle iiretken yapay zekanin
evriminde 6nemli bir asamay1 temsil etmektedir.

ChatGPT, insan diline benzer bicimde tam uzunlukta metinler {iretebilme ve baglamsal bilgiler dog-
rultusunda kullanicilarla etkilesimli diyaloglar kurabilme kapasitesine sahip bir yapay zeka modeli-
dir. Giiniimiizde dogal dil islemeyi gerektiren pek ¢ok alanda basariyla uygulanmaktadir. Bu alanlar
arasinda otomatik ceviri, web yonlendirmesi, soru yanitlama, kodlama ile web siteleri, raporlar ve
video senaryolar gibi farkl tiirde yiiksek kaliteli icerik iiretimi yer almaktadir.(Pei vd., 2025, s. 281)
OpenAl tarafindan gelistirilen ve siirekli olarak iyilestirilen iiretken yapay zeka modellerinden, GPT-
3’1in gelistirilmis bir siirtimii olan ChatGPT, cevrimici olarak hem iicretli hem de {icretsiz bi¢cimde eri-
silebilir durumdadir. Bu modellerden iicretsiz olarak hizmete sunulan ChatGPT-3.5 genis bir kullanici
kitlesi tarafindan sorular1 cevaplayabilmektedir. Ucretli planlardan olan GPT-4 ve GPT-5 ise iicretsiz
olarak sinirli erisim ile hizmete sunulmaktadir.

Dolayisiyla iiretken yapay zeka alanindaki gelismeler insan biligsel yetilerini taklit edebilen sistem-
lerin ortaya ¢ikmasiyla hiz kazanmustir. Ozellikle tiretken yapay zeka modelleri giinliik yasam ve is
siireclerinde 6nemli bir doniisiim yaratmistir. ChatGPT gibi uygulamalar dogal dil isleme kapasitesi
sayesinde kullanicilarla etkilesimli ve baglamsal olarak anlamli diyaloglar kurabilmektedir. Hem {ic-
retsiz hem de ticretli siiriimleriyle genis bir kullanici kitlesine ulasabilen bu tiir modeller, yapay zeka-
nin yenilikci potansiyelini somut bir bicimde ortaya koymaktadir. Teknolojinin evriminde ise kritik
bir doniim noktasi olarak degerlendirilmektedir.
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Uretken Yapay Zeka ile Kur’an’1 Anlamak: Firsatlar ve Stmrhihklar

Kur’an’in dogru bicimde anlasilmasi inananlar i¢in temel bir amag¢ olmustur. Bu sebeple yapilan tef-
sir caligmalarinda ise insan faktorii her zaman merkezi konumda bulunmaktadir. Bu durum, yorum
siirecine kisisel bakis acilar1 ve 6nyargilarin dahil olmasina zemin hazirlamistir. Giintimiizde iiretken
yapay zeka alaninda yasanan gelismeler Kur’an arastirmalarina da yeni kullamim imkanlar1 ortaya
cikarmaktadir. Ozellikle dogal dil isleme yetenegine sahip tiretken yapay zeka sistemleri, metinlerin
anlamini ¢oziimleme ve yorumlama siireclerinde cesitli kolayliklar sunmaktadir. Bu béliimde, iiret-
ken yapay zeka teknolojilerinden ChatGPT’nin tefsirine saglayabilecegi katkilar ile giiniimiizdeki
kullanim alanlar1 ve simirliliklar ele alinacaktir.

Teknolojik gelismelerin hizla yayginlasmasi bilgiye erisim siireclerini 6nemli 6lciide kolaylastirmak-
tadir. ChatGPT gibi iiretken yapay zeka uygulamalar kullanicilarla etkilesimli iletisim kurmak ama-
ciyla gelistirilmis sistemlerdir. Bu tiir uygulamalar, insan konusmasini taklit edebilme, sorulara hizli
yanit {iretme ve bircok gorevi yerine getirebilme 6zellikleri sayesinde arastirma siireclerinde yaygin
olarak kullanilmaktadir. (Eshed, 2023, s. 9) Akademik calismalar da bu teknolojik gelismelerden
yararlanmaktadir. Cevrimici kaynaklara ulagimin artmasi, genis veri setlerinin islenebilmesi ve me-
tinlerin baglamsal analizinin yapilabilmesi icin yapay zeka araglarina bagvurulmaktadir. (Kara, 2024,
s. 261) Bu teknolojiler, kullanicilarin cevrimigi erisim imkanlar1 sayesinde Kur’an’a, miifessirlerin
eserlerine ulagsmasini kolaylastirmaktadir.

Uretken yapay zeka araglari, Kur’an metinlerini analiz etme ve yorumlama siireclerinde cesitli islev-
ler iistlenebilmektedir. Metinler aras iliskileri tespit edebilme, anlam biitiinliigii olugturan boliimleri
belirleme ve farkli tefsir eserlerinden ilgili béliimleri bir araya getirme gibi islemler bu sistemlerin
sundugu teknik imkanlar arasindadir. Ancak ChatGPT gibi sistemler, yanlis yorumlama, baglam hata-
lar veya kasitli dezenformasyon iiretme gibi risklere karsi savunmasizdir. Bu durum, 6zellikle kutsal
metinler s6z konusu oldugunda etik ve giivenilirlik sorunlarin1 6n plana ¢ikarmaktadir. OpenAl gibi
kuruluslar; sifreleme, erisim kontrolii ve kotiiye kullanim tespiti gibi 6nlemlerle bu riskleri azaltmaya
calissa da sistemin tamamen giivenli oldugunu séylemek miimkiin olmamaktadir.(Eshed, 2023, s. 9)
Bu nedenle iiretken yapay zeka, Kur’an’1 anlamada giiclii bir ara¢ olabilse de kullanicilarin dikkatli
ve elestirel bir yaklagim benimsemesi zorunludur. Bununla birlikte bu teknolojiler, insan diisiincesine
0zgll deneyim, sezgi ve duygusal derinlik gibi 6zelliklere sahip degildir.(ChatGPT (OpenAl), 2022,
s. 381) Bu sebeple dini metinlerin incelenmesinde iiretken yapay zekanin sundugu analiz ve karsilag-
tirma imkanlarindan yararlanilirken bu araglarin sinirhliklar da dikkate alinmalidir.

Bu baglamda, ChatGPT gibi sistemler, metinleri hizl bir sekilde analiz edilmesine, gorsellestirme
ve cesitli kaynaklara erisimin kolaylastirilmasi gibi imkanlar saglayarak arastirma siireclerine katki
sunmaktadir. Ancak bu araclarin islevleri teknik diizeyde oldugundan kullanim siirecinde dikkatli
olunmasi gerekmektedir. Uretken yapay zeka araglar1 Kur’an arastirmalarinda énemli firsatlar sun-
makla birlikte insan diisiincesinin yerini alamayacak sinirliliklara da sahiptir. Kur’an’in anlagilmasin-
da baglam hatalari, yanlis yorumlama veya etik agidan riskler barindirmalari nedeniyle kullanicilarin
dikkatli ve elestirel bir yaklasim benimsemesi gerekmektedir.

Nisa Stiresi 34. Ayet: Darabe (c2u<) Fiilinin Anlam Cergevesi

Uretken yapay zeka, giiniimiizde birgok alanda yaygin bicimde kullamlmaktadir. Son yillarda bu
teknolojilerin dini metinlerin analiz ve yorumlanmasinda da kullanildig1 gézlemlenmektedir. Nisa st-
resi, Medine doneminde indirilmis olup toplam 176 ayetten olusmaktadir. “Nisa” kelimesi Arapgada
“kadinlar” anlamina gelmektedir. Nisa stiresinde, kadin-erkek iliskileri ve aile hayatina dair emirlere
yer verilmektedir. Bu siirede, ailede taraflarin gérev ve sorumluluklarina iliskin sorulara cevap veren
hiikiimler yer almaktadir. S6z konusu hiikiimlerin gerektiginde yaptirimlarla desteklendigi goriilmek-
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tedir. Bu boliimde, arastirmanin konusu olan Nisa siiresinin 34. dyetinde gecen darabe (u=_<) fiili
hem insan yorumlari hem de iiretken yapay zeka modellerinden biri olan ChatGPT 3.5’in analizleri
baglaminda karsilastinilmistir. Bu cercevede, klasik donem tefsirden Cdmi‘u’l-Beydn ve el-Kessdf,
modern donemden ise Hayat Kaynagi Kur’an Tefsiri ile The Message of the Qur an isimli eserler
incelenmistir.

Arapcanin zengin anlam yapisi sebebiyle kelimelerin birden fazla anlami olabilmektedir. Bu keli-
melerden birisi de darabe (u=_<) fiilidir. Kelime, temel olarak bir seyi bir seye vurmak, carpmak
anlamina gelmektedir. Yere ayakla vurmak veya yiiriimek, hayvan veya nesnelere cekicle vurmak,
miizik aletlerinin ¢calinmasi gibi eylemlerde darabe (u=_=) fiiliyle ifade edilebilmektedir. Ayrica, ca-
murun birbirine karistirllmasi, 6rnek veya misal vermek de bu kelimenin farkli kullanimlarina 6rnek
teskil etmektedir. Elle, sopa veya kilicla vurmak gibi somut eylemlerden, yagmurun topraga vurma-
s1, paralarin cekicle basilmasi gibi mecazi kullanimlara kadar genis bir yelpazede kullanilmaktadir.
(Al-Raghib al-Isfahani, al-Mufradat fi Garib al-Qur’an - The Arabic Lexicon, t.y.). Nisa siiresi 34.
ayette ailenin kar1 ve kocadan olustugu bu kurumun dini, ahlaki ve hukuki kurallar cercevesinde
isledigi vurgulanmaktadir. Taraflar bu kurallara uyduklarinda hem aile diizeni korunmakta hem de
ailede huzur saglanmaktadir. Ancak, kurallar ihlal edildiginde diizeni yeniden tesis etmek amaciyla
cesitli tedbirlerin uygulanabilecegi belirtilmektedir.(Karaman vd., 2007, s. 2/620-625) “Sdliha kadin-
lar Allah’a itaatkardir; Allah’in korumasina uygun olarak, kimsenin gérmedigi durumlarda da ken-
dilerini korurlar. (Evlilik hukukuna) bas kaldirmasindan endise ettiginiz kadinlara 64iit verin, onlari
yataklarda yalniz birakin ve onlari doviin..” Nisa siiresi 34. ayette kadinlarin aile icindeki tutum ve
davraniglarina gore “saliha” ve “niisiz” olmak iizere iki grupta degerlendirildigi ifade edilmektedir.
Kadinin kadinin niisiz durumu s6z konusu oldugunda kocanin basvurabilecegi tedbirlerin asamali
olarak siralanmistir. S6z konusu durum devam ettigi takdirde en son care olarak vadribiihun(ne) ifa-
desiyle darabe (u=_<) fiilinin 6ngoriildiigii belirtilmistir.

Klasik donem miifessirlerindenTaberd, dyette gecen bu fiil icin siddet icermeyen, iz birakmayacak bir
aracla hatta misvak gibi hafif bir nesne ile uygulanmasi gerektigi seklinde rivayeti aktarmaktadir.(Ta-
berd, 1420/2000, s. 8/315-317). Zemahseri, bu fiili temel anlamiyla vurmak, dévmek anlaminda anla-
silmasi durumunda eylemin kadina zarar verecek ya da onur kirici bir bicimde uygulanmamasi gerek-
tigini belirtmektedir. Ayrica s6z konusu fiilin uygulanmasindan ¢ok caydiricilik ve hatirlatma iglevi
tasidigim ifade etmektedir.(Zemahseri, 1995, s. 1/507). Modern doénem eserlerinden Hayat Kaynagi
Kur’an Tefsiri isimli eserinde Simsek, ayette gecen bu fiile temkinli bir yaklasim sergilemektedir.
Simsek, ayetteki bu fiilin incitici, fiziksel zarar verici bicimde uygulanamayacagini vurgulamaktadir.
Peygamber’in hicbir esine vurmadigini bu sebeple dévmemenin daha faziletli bir davrams oldugu-
nu hatirlatmaktadir. Bu hiikmiin cezalandirma olarak degil aile i¢i huzuru saglamada siire¢ odakl
ve sartli olarak anlasilmasi gerektigini ifade etmektedir.(Simsek, 2011, s. 1/503). Muhammed Esed,
The Message of the Qur’an adli eserinde, Nisa siiresi 34. ayette gecen bu fiili temel anlamiyla bas
kaldirmasindan endise edilen kadinlara en son ¢are olarak hafifce vurmak seklinde yorumlamaktadir.
(Asad, 1980, s. 109) ChatGPT 3.5 Nisa Siiresi 34. ayetinde gecen darabe (u=_<) fiilini, dévme veya
vurma anlaminda yorumlamanin Kur’an’in biitiinciil mesaji1 dikkate alindiginda onun ahlaki ve in-
sani ilkeleriyle bagdasmadig: belirtilmektedir. Bunun yerine, ailede yasanan kriz durumlarinda son
asamada bagvurulabilecek sembolik bir ayrilik veya mesafe koyma davranisini ifade ettigi seklinde
yorumlanmaktadir. ChatGPT 3.5 ayrica, Kur’an’in adalet, rahmet ve iyilik ilkeleriyle tutarli yorumun
da bu yaklagsim oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. ( ChatGPT, n.d, link)

Asagidaki tabloda, Nisa siiresi 34. ayetinde gecen darabe (u=_<) fiilinin insan ile ChatGPT 3.5 yo-
rumlar1 benzerlik ve farkliliklarn karsilastirmali bir sekilde 6zetlenmistir.

Table 1. Beseri ve ChatGPT Yorumlar: Uzerinden Karsilastirilmasi
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Deger- Insan Yorumu ChatGPT Yo- Benzerlikler Farklar
lendirme rumu
Alam
Hadisleri kaynak gos- Genel ve Fiziksel zarar red- Insan yorumu rivayet ve
tererek, darabe fiiline | kavramsal bir | dedilmektedir. Sem- | somut 6rneklerle detaylidir;
Anlam ve | y.lime kok ve anlam- cerceve sunul- | bolik/uyarici nitelik | ChatGPT yorumu 6zet ve
yaklasim | 1,105 ayrintili olarak maktadir. vurgulanmaktadir. teoriktir.
yer verilmektedir.
Caydiricilik saglan- Ayrilik veya Siddetin Insan yorumunda ayrintili
masl, aile huzurunun | mesafe koyul- cezalandirict ele alinmaktadir; ChatGPT
Al.nag: V€ | korunmasi hedeflen- | masi uygulan- degil islevsel ve genel cergceve sunmaktadir.
islev mektedir. maktadir. sinirl oldugu
vurgulanmaktadir.
SONUC

Bu arastirmada, ChatGPT 3.5 ve klasik ile modern donem tefsir eserleri cercevesinde Nisa siiresi 34.
dyetinde gecen darabe (u=_<) fiilinin yorumu incelenmistir. Uretken yapay zekd modeli ChatGPT
3.5, Nisa siiresi 34. ayetinde gecen darabe (u=_<) fiilini evden uzaklasmak olarak yorumlamaktadir.
Bu fiilin fiziksel zarar verme amaci tagimadigini, Kur’an’in ahlaki, insani ve rahmet esasl ilkeleriyle
uyumlu bir bicimde anlasilmasi gerektigini belirtmektedir. Nisa siiresi 34. ayetin sonunda gecen bu
fiil genel olarak aile iginde karsilikli sorumluluk ve adalet cercevesinde son care olarak uygulanabile-
cek bir uyar1 veya mesafe koyma davranisi olarak degerlendirmektedir. Arastirmada incelenen klasik
ve modern dénem tefsir eserlerinde ise darabe fiilinin temel anlami olarak “vurmak” veya “dévmek”
eyleminin son care olarak uygulanmasi durumunda siddet icermeyen, sembolik veya hafif bir nesne
ile gerceklestirilmesi gerektigi vurgulanmaktadir.

Arastirma, liretken yapay zekanin dini metinlerin analizinde sagladig1 katkilar1 ortaya koymakta-
dir. ChatGPT 3.5, farkh tefsirleri karsilastirma, anlam biitiinltigiinii gorsellestirme ve metinler arasi
baglantilan ortaya ¢ikarma gibi imkanlar sunmaktadir. Bu durum arastirmacilara hizli ve kapsamli
bir perspektif saglamaktadir. Bununla birlikte yapay zekanin, 6znel deneyim, duygusal derinlik ve
baglamsal incelikler gibi insana 6zgii yeteneklerden yoksun oldugu gériilmektedir. Dolayisiyla nihai
yorum ve degerlendirme siirecinde insan arastirmacinin bilgi, deneyim ve elestirel bakis acisi belir-
leyici olmaktadir.

Sonug olarak, darabe fiilinin yorumu hem klasik ve modern dénem tefsir eserlerinde hem de ChatGPT
3.5 analizlerinde, aile huzurunu ve diizeni korumaya odaklanan bir anlayis cercevesinde degerlendi-
rilmektedir. Bu yaklagimda siddet yerine caydiricilik ve hatirlatma ¢n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Uretken
yapay zeka araclari, Kur’an arastirmalarinda analitik katkilar saglayabilen destekleyici unsurlar ola-
rak kullanilabilmekle birlikte derinlemesine yorum ve baglamsal ¢6ziimleme her zaman insanin ilmi
birikimini gerektirmektedir. Yapay zeka, Kur’an’1 anlamada insan diisiincesini destekleyen bir yar-
dimci olarak islev gorebilir; nihai anlam ¢ikarma yetisi aragtirmacilarin bilgi birikimi ve deneyimi ile
sekillenmektedir. Uretken yapay zekanin LLM’lerin kapsam ve duyarlilik bakimindan gelistirilmesi
Kur’an baglamlarim1 daha dogru kavrayabilmesi icin énem tasimaktadir. Ayrica, bu teknolojilerin
tefsir alanindaki roliinii daha iyi belirleyebilmek amaciyla iiretken yapay zeka ciktilari ile insan yo-
rumlari arasindaki benzerlik ve farklhiliklarin karsilagtirildig: aragtirmalarin yapilmasi gerekmektedir.
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Eski Turk ve Arap Toplumlarinda Kadin

Sara Yasin YOUSEF KHADER!

Ozet

Bu calisma, islam 6ncesi Arap ve Tiirk toplumlarinda kadinin konumunu farkli kaynak tipleri iizerin-
den karsilastirmal olarak incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Arap toplumuna ait siir, rivayet ve kabile anla-
tilar1, kadinin ¢ogunlukla aile ve sosyal diizen icerisinde ikincil bir rol {istlendigini ortaya koyarken;
Tiirk toplumuna ait destanlar, yazitlar ve sozlii gelenekler, kadinin hem aile yasaminda hem de top-
lumsal diizende daha etkin ve saygin bir konuma sahip oldugunu gostermektedir. Eski Tiirk devletleri
donemini temsil eden belgeler, s6zlesmeler, senetler, kanunlar ve 6zellikle Orhon Yazitlan gibi kaya
tizerine dikilmis yazitlar kadin imgesinin izlerini tasimaktadir. Nitekim Orhon Yazitlari’nda kagan ile
birlikte hatunun da devletin kurucu unsuru olarak anilmasi, kadinin yalnizca aile i¢inde degil, devlet
diizeninde de etkin bir rol tistlendigini gostermektedir. Eski Arap toplumu icin rivayetlerde Cahiliye
doneminde kadin cogunlukla ikincil ve edilgen bir figiir olarak tamimlanir. Ancak siirler ve sozlii
kiiltiirtin triinleri incelendiginde, kadinin toplumsal hayatta farkli roller iistlendigi goriilmektedir.
Bu ¢alisma, s6z konusu kaynaklarin analiziyle rivayetlerdeki tekdiize kadin imgesi ile edebi ve sozlii
kiiltiirdeki daha cesitli temsiller arasindaki farklihigi ortaya koymay: amaclamaktadir. Calismanin
0zglin yonii, farkli kaynak tiirlerini ele alarak kadin hakkinda aktarilan bilgilerin yalnizca tarihsel bir
gerceklik mi yoksa ideolojik bir séylem mi oldugunu sorgulamasidir. Béylece kaynaklardaki dogru
ve yanlis hikayeler ayirt edilmeye, kadin imgesinin nasil iiretildigi ve toplumsal bellege nasil akta-
rildig1 anlasilmaya calisilmaktadir. Karsilastirmali yontemle yiiriitiilen bu arastirma, kadinin tarihsel
siirecteki roliiniin yalnizca bir ge¢cmis kaydi olmadigini, ayn1 zamanda kolektif hafizay: sekillendiren
onemli bir unsur oldugunu gostermektedir.

Keywords: Kadin, Eski Tiirk Toplumu, Eski Arap Toplumu, Toplumsal Statii, Karsilastirmali ince-
leme.

Abstract

This study aims to comparatively examine the status of women in pre-Islamic Arab and Turkish
societies through various types of sources. Poetry, narratives, and tribal accounts from Arab society
generally depict women as occupying a secondary role within the family and social structure. In
contrast, Turkish epics, inscriptions, and oral traditions suggest that women held a more active and
respected position both in family life and in society at large. Documents representing the era of an-
cient Turkish states -including contracts, deeds, laws, and especially the Orkhon Inscriptions carved
on stone -contain traces of women'’s roles. Notably, the mention of the khatun alongside the khagan
as a founding element of the state indicates that women were influential not only within the family
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but also in the political sphere. For pre-Islamic Arab society, narratives typically describe women as
passive and secondary figures during the Jahiliyyah period. However, a closer examination of poetry
and oral traditions reveals that women assumed diverse roles in social life. This study seeks to high-
light the discrepancy between the uniform image of women in written accounts and the more varied
representations found in literary and oral sources. The originality of this research lies in its focus on
multiple source types to question whether the information about women reflects historical reality or
ideological discourse. By distinguishing between accurate and distorted portrayals, the study investi-
gates how the image of women was constructed and transmitted in collective memory. Using a com-
parative approach, the research demonstrates that women’s historical roles are not merely records of
the past but also crucial elements shaping societal consciousness.

Keywords: Women, Ancient Turkic Society, Ancient Arab Society, Social Status, Comparative Study.
GIRiS

Tarih boyunca kadin, farkli toplumlarda ve dinlerde cogu zaman erkekten daha asag1 bir konumda
goriilmis, cesitli bicimlerde baski ve ayrimciliga maruz kalmistir. Antik dénemlerin en gelismis ve
medeni toplumu olarak kabul edilen Yunanlar dahi, Atina gibi felsefe, tip ve bilimin merkezi olan
bir uygarhia sahip olmalarina ragmen, kadina gereken degeri vermemislerdir. Ornegin kadin, adeta

alinip satilan bir meta olarak degerlendirilmis; Yunan mitolojisinde ise tiim acilarin ve felaketlerin
kaynagi olarak gosterilmistir (Ebl Bekr, 2005).

Romalilar doneminde de durum benzer nitelikteydi. Roma hukukuna gore “kadinlik” (feminitas)
ehliyetsizlik sebeplerinden biri sayilmis, dolayisiyla kadin, hukuk 6niinde sinirh bir statiiye sahip
olmustur. Ancak Roma toplumu ilerledikce, sehirlesme ve medeniyetin gelismesiyle birlikte kadin
tizerindeki baski kismen azalmis; miras ve miilkiyet gibi bazi haklar taninmaya baglanmigtir (Abbas,
1987).

Ayrica, Yunanhlar ve Romalilar, kadinlarina M.O. 5. yiizyildan itibaren értiinme ve pece takma zo-
runlulugu getirmislerdir. Kadinlarin yiizlerini 6rtmeleri, yalmizca gozlerinin goriiniir olmasina izin
verilmesi toplumsal bir kural haline gelmistir (el-Haf1, 1961).

Yahudilikte de benzer bir tablo goériilmektedir. Bozulmus kutsal metinler olan Tevrat ve Talmud, ka-
dinin haklarim sinirlandiran ve onu hizmet¢i konumuna indirgeyen hiikiimlerle doludur. Ayrica ilk
giinahin sorumlulugu da yalnizca kadina yiiklenmis, Tevrat’ta su ifadeye yer verilmistir:

“Kadindan basladi giinah, onun yiiziinden hepimiz 6liiyoruz.” (Kutsal Kitap, Eski Ahit, Ortadogu
Kutsal Kitaplar Dernegi, 1996, Yesu Kitabi, Boliim 25, Ayet 34).

Tiim bu 6rnekler, farkl din ve medeniyetlerde kadinin tarih boyunca sistematik bi¢imde ikinci plana
itildigini ve erkek egemen anlayislarin etkisiyle haklarinin kisitlandigini acikca gostermektedir.

Bu genel tarihsel cercevede, Cahiliye donemindeki kadin, farkli bicimlerde ortaya ¢ikan benzer 6r-
neklerle kars: karsiya kalmistir. Ancak bu déneme iligkin bilinenlerin biiyiik bir kismi, yalnizca kiz
cocuklarinin diri diri gomiilmesi uygulamasiyla sinirlidir. Bu makalede, Cahiliye doneminde kadinin
iistlendigi farkli roller ele alinacak, Islam 6ncesi Tiirk kadiniyla karsilastirilacak ve dogru ile yanhs
tarihsel kabuller analitik bir bakis agisiyla degerlendirilecektir.

CAHILIYE DONEMINDE KADIN

Baz1 edebi donemler kismen bir belirsizlik ve karanlik perdesiyle ortiiliidiir. Bu durumun nedeni,
ya s0z konusu donemlere ait edebi mirasin giiniimiize sinirh 6lciide ulagsmis olmasi ya da arastirma-
cilarin bu déonemlerin edebi ve tarihi yonlerini yeterince derinlemesine inceleyip ortaya koymamis
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olmalandir (Dayf, 1960).

Cahiliye Doénemi, tasidig1 belirsizlikler ve bilgi eksiklikleri nedeniyle “karanlik ¢ag” olarak da ad-
landirilmaktadir. “Cahiliye” kavrami, genellikle “bilgisizlik” anlamina gelen cehl kokiinden tiiremis
olsa da, bu dénemdeki kullanimi dogrudan bilginin zitt1 olan cehalet anlamina gelmez. Sevki Dayf’a
gore bu terim, daha ¢ok “tfke, tagkinlik, kabalik ve diigiincesizlik” gibi davranis bicimlerini ifade
etmektedir (Dayf, 1960).

Ornek olarak: Amr bin Kulsiim’e ait Muallaka’da gegen su beyitte:
Lalolodl dazdl Bo8 Jamid Ll ST laza Y VI
Sakin kimse bize kars1 cahilce davranmasin, yoksa biz de ondan daha cahilcesini yapariz

ifadeleri, “cahiliye” kelimesinin Islam 6ncesi déneme 6zgii anlamini acikca yansitmaktadir. Bu kulla-
nim, kelimenin dogrudan bilgisizlikten ziyade, 6fke, tagkinlik ve asir1 tepkisellik gibi davranig bigim-
lerini niteledigini géstermektedir. Nitekim bu terim, Islam’dan hemen 6nceki dénemdeki putperest-
lik, agiretcilik, kan davasi ve siddet gibi, islam’mn yasakladig1 inang ve ahlaki degerlerle 6zdeslesmis
bir yasam bicimini ifade etmek icin kullanmilmaya baslanmistir.

Aksine bazi arastirmacilar, “cahiliye” kavraminin bilgi eksikligine, 6zellikle de dini bilgisizlige atifta
bulundugunu belirtmektedir. Ali el-Ciindi’ye gore bu adlandirma, Islam 6éncesi dénemin “ilahi bilgi-
den uzak” karakterini vurgulamakta ve Islam’in getirdigi hakikat ve aydinlikla bir karsitlik olustur-
mak amaciyla kullanilmaktadir (el-Ciindi, 1991).

Cahiliye déneminde Arap toplumu, merkezi bir otoriteye, yasal diizene veya birlesik bir devlet ya-
pisina sahip degildi. Toplumsal yapi, biiyiik 6l¢iide gecim kaynaklarimi aramak amaciyla siirekli yer
degistiren gocebe bedevi kabilelerden olusmaktaydi. Bu durum, kabileler arasinda yagam tarzi, deger
yargilar ve geleneksel uygulamalarda belirgin farkliliklarin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olmustur. Orne-
gin, kiz cocuklarinin diri diri gémiilmesi (ve’d) uygulamasi yalnizca belirli kabilelerde goriilmekte
olup, bu gelenegi ilk baslatan kabilenin Temim oldugu rivayet edilmektedir.

Cahiliye donemi yasam kosullari, insanlar1 zorlu ve sert bir dogaya uyum saglamaya mecbur birak-
mustir. Yoksulluk, siirekli gog, kabile savagslari, kati toplumsal yapilar ve dogmatik diisiince bi¢imleri,
bireylerin yasam bicimlerini, aliskanliklarin1 ve deger sistemlerini derinden etkilemistir. Altindal’in
(2017) de belirttigi iizere, bu yoksul ve cetin yasam kosullari, bireyleri gasp, siddet, intikam ve siirekli
miicadele anlayisi cercevesinde yasamaya yoneltmistir (Altindal, 2017).

Bu savasci, ataerkil ve kabile merkezli toplum yapisinda kadin, ¢ogu zaman erkegin “zayif noktas1”
olarak goriilmiistiir. Cahiliye donemine iliskin ¢alismalar, bu dénemin tarihsel gercekliginin biiytik
olciide belirsizliklerle, efsanelerle ve yanlis yorumlarla ¢evrili oldugunu gostermektedir. Ancak, s6z-
lii edebiyatin ve halk kiiltiiriiniin dénemin sosyal yapisini yansitan en giivenilir kaynaklar arasinda
yer aldig1 kabul edilmektedir. Bu nedenle, Cahiliye doneminde kadinin toplumsal konumu, o dénem-
de yazilmis siirler ve sozlii anlatilar {izerinden incelenebilir. Zayyat (2014) da ¢alismalarinda, kadin
tarafindan kaleme alinan veya kadin konulu siirleri analiz ederek bu baglamda 6nemli tespitlerde
bulunmustur.

Bazi kabilelerde kadin, zayi1fhigin ve utancin kaynagi olarak goriilmiis, bu sebeple yeni dogan kiz ¢o-
cuklarinin ya dogumdan hemen sonra ya da birkag yil icerisinde gomiilmesi uygulanmistir. Zayyat’in
eserinde yer alan bir siirde bu bakis agisi su sekilde ifade edilir:

2 e I 251 Siskls 1l Won ssmls Bl o8
Hayatimi sever o, ben de 6liimiinii severim
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Ve 6liim, hiirmetlerin en yiice misafiridir (Zayyat, 2014)

Bununla birlikte, kadin kimi zaman bu olumsuz imgenin tam zidd:1 bir konumda, toplumsal, edebf,
ekonomik ve hatta siyasi yasamin aktif bir 6znesi olarak da karsiya ¢ikmaktadir. Nitekim Cahiliye
doneminin bazi dénemlerinde kadinlarin fiili liderlik pozisyonlarina geldigi, siyasi iliskilerde etkili
bir rol oynadig bilinmektedir. Bu baglamda, Ficar Savaslar sirasinda Kinane kabilesi ile Kays Aylan
kabileleri arasinda yasanan catismada “Sabi’a bint Abd Sems”in 6ne cikan 6rneklerden biri oldugu
belirtilmektedir (Duwaykat, 2013).

Kadinlar ayn1 zamanda savas alanlarinda da etkin roller iistlenmis, erkekleri cesaretlendirmis, ya-
ralilar tedavi etmis ve savascilara su tasimislardir. Hatta bazi rivayetlerde, savasin kendi kabileleri
tizerine gelistigini goren kadinlarin, ortiilerini cikararak saclarini acgtiklar ve bu sekilde erkekleri
miicadeleye tesvik ettikleri aktarilmaktadir (al-Bustani, 1964).

Ekonomik yasamda da kadinlar cesitli faaliyetlerde bulunmuglardir. Kimi kadinlar ¢cobanlik, ticaret,
bal, hurma, veya parfiim saticilig1 yapmis; kimileri yiin egirme, deri tabaklama, kahinlik ve biiyticii-
liik gibi islerle ugrasmustir. Zayyat (2014) eserinde “Rudeyne” adli kadinin esi “Semher” ile birlikte
Hecer’de mizrak yapimiyla mesgul olduklarini, bu nedenle “Rudeyni” ve “Semheri” mizraklarinin
adlarim onlardan aldiklarini belirtmektedir.

Sair en-Nabiga bir beyitinde kadini su sekilde dile getirir:

Losd) 8sd iy e Vg 2 pad) 13 Wt S5l gy

Biden ayrildig1 zaman siyah topuklulardan degildir o

Yanimda da Burmali Hurmayi satan da degildir o (Zayyat, 2014)

Bazi kabilelerde ise kadin giizelligin, zarafetin ve 6vgiiniin simgesi olarak goriilmiis; genc kizlar siir-
lere ve ovgiilere konu olmustur. Velid b. Ukbe’nin su beyti bu duruma 6rnektir:

o el 985 dxaS Js LSy b
Seninle olan halim, yaglanmis bir deriyi yumusatmaya c¢alisan derici gibidir

Cahiliye déneminde kadinin en belirgin bicimde 6ne ciktig1 alan ise edebiyattir. Kadinlar, 6zellik-
le siir, nesir, hitabet ve dildeki fesahatleriyle {in kazanmiglardir. Hind bint el-Hass, Tarifetii’l-Hayr
ve Selma el-Hemzaniyye gibi pek cok kadin hatip ve sair, bu donemdeki giiclii kadin figiirlerinin
temsilcileridir (Darwish, 1967). Tarihciler, isimleri giintimiize kadar ulasan ¢ok sayida kadin sairin
varligindan s6z etmektedir. Bu kadinlar, 6zellikle dildeki akiciliklar, ifade cesaretleri ve diisiince
ozgiirliikleriyle Arap edebiyatinda derin izler birakmiglardir.

Bu baglamda, Cahiliye doneminde kadinin muamelesinin kabileden kabileye ve adetten adete farkli-
lik gosterdigini sdylemek miimkiindiir. Ayrica, pek cok Arap toplumu iizerine yazan yazarin belirttigi-
nin aksine, Kadinin kargilagtig1 etik olmayan muamelelerin varligini inkar etmemekle birlikte, kadin
erkegin keyfi oyuncagi olmayip, faalietleriyle var olmustur.

ESKI TURK TOPLUMUNDA KADIN

Tiirk milleti, tarih boyunca farkh cografyalara yayilmis pek ¢ok devlet ve yonetim bicimi altinda
varligini siirdiirmiistiir. Bu devletlerin her biri, icinde bulunduklar cevresel, dini ve askeri kosullarin
etkisiyle kendine 6zgii yasalar, gelenekler ve toplumsal yapilar gelistirmistir. Cografi sartlar, inang
sistemleri ve ekonomik gereklilikler, Tiirk toplumlarinin kiiltiirel cesitliliginin temel belirleyicileri
olmustur.
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Tiirk tarihi genel olarak Islamiyet éncesi ve Islamiyet sonrasi olmak iizere iki ana dénemde incelen-
mektedir. Anadolu’nun tarihinin M.O. 4000-4500 yillarina kadar uzandig1 kabul edilmektedir. Bu do-
neme ait kayitlar, kadinin toplumdaki konumunun yalnizca annelikle sinirli olmadigini; ayni zaman-
da kahramanlik, bilgelik ve iiretkenlik gibi niteliklerle de tanimlandigini gostermektedir (Altindal,
1994). Bilge Kagan Kitabesi, ilk Tiirk abidelerinden biri olarak, kaganin hitabini igerir: “Sizler, anam
hatun, biiyiik annelerim, ablalarim, halalarim, teyzelerim, prenseslerim...” Eski Tiirk inancina gore,
“han ile hatun” g6k ve yerin ¢ocuklaridir; bu inan¢ dogrultusunda kadin, yedinci kat gokte kutsal bir
konumda yer almaktadir (Giindiiz, 2012).

Tiirklerin tarih sahnesinde var oldugu iskit, Hun, Kéktiirk ve Uygur gibi devletler, islamiyet’in kabu-
liine kadar farkl cografyalarda hiikiim siirmiis ve kendi 6zgiin toplumsal diizenlerini olusturmuslar-
dir. Eski Tiirk toplumlarinin yasam bigimi, Bedevi Arap toplumu gibi diger toplumlarla kiyaslandi-
ginda oldukga farkli bir yapiya sahipti. Bu farkin en belirgin yonii, gelismis bir devlet diizeni, hukuki
sistem ve idari yapilarin varligiydi. Béylece bireylerin haklari yasal giivence altina alinmis, toplumsal
yasam belirli kurallara baglanmistir.

Eski Tiirk devletlerine iligkin kaynaklar, Arap toplumlarina dair tarihsel belgelerden bicim ve igerik
bakimindan farklilik gostermektedir. Tiirk tarihine 11k tutan Orhon Yazitlari, birakilmig cesitli s6z-
lesmeler, kanunlar ve anlasmalar, dénemin sosyal diizeni hakkinda énemli bilgiler sunmaktadir. Bu
belgeler, kadinlarin sosyal, ekonomik ve siyasal hayattaki etkin rollerini agik¢a gdstermektedir.

Tarih boyunca yapilan arastirmalar, bir¢ok toplumda kadinin erkek karsisinda hukuki ve toplumsal
acidan ikincil konumda bulundugunu ortaya koymustur. Ancak bu genelleme Eski Tiirk toplumu igin
gecerli degildir. Gokalp’e (1970) gore, “Tiirk halki, kadinlara haklarin1 tanima ve onlara saygi goster-
me konusunda diger kadim topluluklardan ayrilir.” Tiirk mitolojisinde kadin figiirti, kutsal, kahraman
ve yaraticl bir varlik olarak yiiceltilmistir. Nitekim anne hakki, Tanr1 hakkiyla esdeger goriilmiigtiir
(Ergin, 1958). Yaratilig Destani’nda ise kadin, evrenin yaratilisina ilham veren bir unsur olarak yer
almaktadir (Inan, 1934). Destanlarda kadin; erkegi kurtaran, koruyan ve yonlendiren bilge bir figiir
olarak betimlenmistir (Izgi, 2014).

Inan (2022), Tarih Boyunca Tiirk Kadinin Hak ve Gérevleri adli eserinde, kadimin yalmzca sosyal
yasamda degil, devlet yonetiminde, diplomatik iligskilerde ve karar siireclerinde de etkin bir rol tist-
lendigini belirtir. Kadin, toplumun sekillenmesinde ve devaminda belirleyici bir unsurdu. Y&netim ve
savags dahil bircok alanda aktif olarak yer alan kadinlarin bu konumu, gesitli yazili belgelerde acgikca
vurgulanmustir.

Goktiirk ve Uygur donemlerinde kaganin esi olan hatun, devlet islerinde kocasiyla birlikte s6z sahibi
olmustur. Emirnameler yalnizca kagan adina degil, kagan ve hatun adina birlikte imzalanmustir (izgi,
1975). Orhun Kitabeleri’nde “Hakan ve Hatunun Buyrugu” ifadesiyle baslayan pasajlara rastlanmak-
tadir (Giindiiz, 2012); bu ifadeler kadinin eski Tiirk devletlerinde yalnizca sembolik degil, yonetimsel
olarak da s6z sahibi oldugunu gostermektedir.

Tiirklerle cagdas olan topluluklar da bu durumu kayit altina almustir. ibn Haldun ve ibn Fadlan’in
seyahatnameleri, donemin Tiirk toplumu hakkinda énemli gézlemler icermektedir. ibn Fadlan, Tiirk
kadinlarinin hiikiimdarlarin yaninda oturmasina ve onlara gosterilen saygiya hayret ettigini ifade
eder. Bu gozlemler, Tiirk kadininin kamusal ve 6zel yasamda erkekle esit bir konumda bulundugunu
gostermektedir (Kuzakgi, 2023).

Giindelik yasamda kadinlar, erkeklerle birlikte toplumun {iretim giiciinii olusturmaktaydi. Ata bin-
mek, ok atmak, giiresmek ve savaslarda miicadele etmek gibi faaliyetlerin yani sira evin temel sorum-
luklarini da tistlenmislerdir. “Yemek yapmak, cocuk bakimi, siit sagmak, kece ve kumas dokumak,
cadir kurmak, kocasinin atin1 hazirlamak” gibi gérevler, kadinin yasaminin dogal parcalariyd: (Koca,
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2012).

Evlilik, Eski Tiirk toplumunda genellikle zorla degil, karsilikli rizaya dayali olarak gerceklesirdi.
Gengler 15-17 yaglarinda velilerinin onayiyla evlenebilirlerdi (Baykara, 2001). Tiirklerde genellikle
tek eslilik hakimdi. Her ne kadar ilerleyen dénemlerde bazi hiikiimdarlar birden fazla es almis olsa
da, toplumun genelinde cok eslilik yaygin degildi. Esas kadin statiisiindeki es, digerleri iizerinde be-
lirleyici konuma sahipti (Arsal, 2014; Inan, 1975).

Goktiirklerde toplumsal statii evlilikte belirleyici bir unsurdu. Soyu yiiksek bir kadinin, kendisinden
alt statiideki biriyle evlenmesi uygun goriilmezdi. Buna karsilik, toplumsal diizeyleri esit olan ciftler
icin baba, gelenek geregi kizim talip olana vermekle yiikiimliiydii (Ugok, Mumcu ve Bozkurt, 2011).

ibn Haldun’a gére, Eski Tiirklerde akraba evliligi yaygindi; erkek kardesin veya babanin éliimiinden
sonra dul kalan kadinla evlenme gelenegi mevcuttu. Bu uygulamanin amaci, hem kadinin toplumsal
giivencesini saglamak hem de “namusu korumak” olarak aciklanmistir (Kuzakei, 2023). Ayrica dul
bir kadinla evlenen gencin, ahirette bakire bir esle ddiillendirilecegine inanilmasi da bu gelenegi giic-
lendiren unsurlardan biridir.

Bosanma, Tiirk toplumunda hos karsilanmayan bir durum olarak goriilmekteydi. Ancak bazi durum-
larda kadin da bosanma hakkina sahipti. Kocanin sadakatsizligi veya gecim sorumluluklarini yerine
getirmemesi gibi hallerde kadin bosanma talebinde bulunabilirdi (Kuzakgi, 2023).

Sonuc olarak, Eski Tiirk kadini; anne, es, kiz evlat ve kardes olarak toplumda yiiksek bir itibara sahip-
ti. O, hem ailenin hem de toplumun temelini olusturan bir figiir olarak fedakarlik, bilgelik, cesaret ve
yaraticilikla 6zdeslesmistir. Bu durum, Tiirk toplumunun kadina bakisinda saygi, denge ve biitiinliik
ilkelerinin hakim oldugunu acikca gostermektedir.

SONUC

Eski Arap ve Tiirk toplumlarinda kadin, tarihsel, kiiltiirel ve sosyal kosullarin etkisiyle farkli bicim-
lerde konumlanmis olsa da, her iki toplumda da toplumsal yapinin vazgecilmez bir unsuru olmustur.
Cahiliye doneminde Arap kadini, genellikle ataerkil kabile diizeninin g6lgesinde kalmis; kimi kabi-
lelerde utang unsuru veya zayiflik sembolii olarak goriilmiisse de, bu durum tiim Arap toplumuna ge-
nellenemez. Zira bazi kabilelerde kadin, savaslarda cesaretin kaynagy, siyasl iligkilerde etkili bir figiir
ve edebf iiretimin merkezinde yer alan yaratici bir 6zne olarak oéne ¢ikmistir. Sair, hatip, kahin, tacir
ve lider kimlikleriyle Cahiliye Arap kadini, donemin sert toplumsal kosullarina ragmen varhigini fark-
l1 bicimlerde hissettirmistir. Buna karsilik Eski Tiirk toplumlarinda kadin, yalnizca aile icinde degil,
ayni zamanda devlet yonetiminde, diplomatik iliskilerde, savas meydanlarinda ve iiretim alanlarinda
da aktif roller tistlenmistir. Tiirk kadinimin toplumsal itibari, téreye dayali hukuk diizeni ve kiiltiirel
denge anlayisiyla giivence altina alinmistir. Dolayisiyla Arap kadin ile Tiirk kadim arasindaki fark,
yalnizca cinsiyet temelli degil; cografi, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel sartlarin belirledigi cok boyutlu bir
yaplya dayanmaktadir. Bu karsilastirma, her iki toplumun da kadina kendi toplumsal diizenleri igin-
de anlam yiikledigini ve kadinin, tarih boyunca toplumun gelismislik diizeyini belirleyen en 6nemli
gostergelerden biri oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

KAYNAKCA

‘Abbas, ‘A. (1987). al-Mar 'a wa’l-Usra fi Hadarat al-Shu b wa Anzimatiha [Kadin ve Aile: Toplumlarin Medeniyetleri ve Dii-
zenleri]. Dar Talas li’d-Dirasat wa’n-Nesr.

al-Bustani, K. (1964). an-Nisa' al- ‘Arabiyyat fi’l-adab, fi’l-gina’, fi’l-harb, fi’l-kahana [Edebiyatta, Sarkilarda, Savasta ve Keha-
nette Arap Kadinlari]. Dar Bayriit wa Sadir 1i’t-Tiba‘a wa’n-Negr.

Altindal, A. (2017). Tiirkiye’de kadin (3. bask1). Alfa Basim Yayim. (ilk baski 2004).

122




Altindal, M. (1994). Osmanlida kadin. Insan ve Toplum Dizisi. Istanbul: Altin Kitaplar Yayimevi.

Baykara, T. (2001). Ttirk kiiltiir tarihine bakislar. Ankara: AKM Bagkanligi.

Darwish, M. T. (1967). al-Khitaba fi Sadr al-Islam [islam’in Ilk Déneminde Hitabet] (Cilt 1, 1. bask1). Darii’l-Ma‘rif.
Dayf, S. (1960). al- ‘Asr al-Jahilt [Cahiliye Donemi] (11. baski). Darii’l-Maarif.

Dwaykat, Z. (2013). Siirat al-mar’a fI’n-natr al-jahilt [Cahiliye Dénemi Nesrinde Kadin imgesi] (Yiiksek lisans tezi). en-Neceh
el-Vataniyya Universitesi.

Ebil Bekr, A’. (2005). Insaniyyat al-mar’a bayna al-Islam wa’l-adyan al-ukhra [Kadinin Insanhgi: Islam ve Diger Dinler Ara-
sinda]. Markaz at-Tanwir.

el-Cundi, ‘A. (1991). F1 Tarihi’l-edebi’l-cahili [Cahiliye Dénemi Edebiyati Tarihi Uzerine] (Cilt 1). Darii’l-Ma ‘arif.
el-Haft, A. M. (1961). al-Ghazal fi al- ‘Asr al-Jahilt [Cahiliye Déneminde Gazel].

Ergin, M. (1958). Dede Korkut Kitabi. Ankara: TTK Basimevi.

Gokalp, Z. (1970). Tiirkgiiliigiin esaslar1 (M. Kaplan, Ed.). istanbul: Varlik Yayinlari.

Giindiiz, A. (2012). Tarihi siireg igerisinde Tiirk toplumunda ve devletlerinde kadinin yeri ve 6nemi. International Journal of Social
Science, 5(5), 129-148.

Inan, A. (2022). Tarih boyunca Tiirk kadini. Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yayinlari.
Inan, A. K. (1934). Tiirk mitolojisinde ve halk edebiyatinda kadn. Tiirk Yurdu, 4, 274.
izgi, O. (1975). Islamiyetten énce Tiirk kadinlari. Tiirk Kiiltiirii Aragtirmalari, 145-155.
izgi, O. (2014). Orta Asya Tiirk tarihi arastirmalari. Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu.
Koca, S. (2012). Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin temelleri 2 (3. bask1). Ankara: Kiiltiir.

Tasagll, A., Kuzakgi, B., Usta, A., Miiderrisoglu, A., & Alim Baran, T. (2023). Tarih boyunca Tiirk kadini. Istanbul: Yeditepe
Universitesi Yayinevi.

Ucok, M., Mumcu, E., & Bozkurt, S. (2011). Tiirk hukuk tarihi (15. baski). Ankara: Turhan.

Zayyat, H. (2014). al-Mar ’a fi’l-jahiliyya [Cahiliye Déneminde Kadin]. Mu’ assasat Hindaw?1 li’t-Ta‘lim wa’t-tagafa.

123




Dijital Doniisiim Siirecinde Déniistiiriicii Liderli-
gin Rolii Uzerine Bir Arastirma""

Giilcan OLCUM SELEK'*
Prof. Dr. Zehra Nuray NISANCI?

Ozet

Dijital doniisiim, gliniimiiz 6rgiitlerinin stratejik dncelikleri arasinda yer almakta ve is yapis bicimle-
rinden orgiitsel kiiltiire kadar bir¢cok alanda koklii degisimleri beraberinde getirmektedir. Bu doniisiim
yalnizca teknik altyapilarin degisimiyle sinirli kalmamakta; ayn1 zamanda ¢aligsanlarin bu siireci nasil
algiladiklari, nasil benimsedikleri ve liderlik yaklasimlarinin bu algiy1 nasil sekillendirdigi de 6nemli
bir aragtirma alani olarak éne ¢cikmaktadir. Bagka bir ifade ile bu déniisiimiin siirdiiriilebilir bi¢cimde
gerceklesmesi, yalnizca teknik donanimla degil, aym zamanda liderlik anlayisi ve insan kaynagiyla
dogrudan iligkili goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda yiiriitiilen bu arastirmanin amaci, dijital dontigiim sii-
reclerinde insan faktoriiniin belirleyici roliine odaklanarak, doniistiiriicii liderligin ¢alisanlarin dijital
doniistim algis tizerindeki etkisini ortaya koymaktir. Doniistiiriicii liderligin, calisanlar: motive etme,
ilham verme ve vizyon kazandirma boyutlariyla dijitallesme siireclerine katki sundugu varsayilmak-
tadir. Aragtirmada nicel arastirma yontemi kullanilmistir. Veriler, Tiirkiye’de farkh sektorlerde calisan
bireylerden elde edilmis, veri toplama araci olarak Déniistiiriicii Liderlik Olgegi ve Dijital Doniigiim
Algisi Olgegi kullamlmis olup 450 kisiden veri toplanmugtir. Arastirma, insan odakl liderlik yakla-
simlarinin dijitallesme siireclerindeki 6nemini vurgulamakta ve bu alandaki literatiire katki saglamay:
hedeflemektedir. Ayn1 zamanda uygulayicilara, dijital doniisiim stratejilerinde liderlik stillerine yone-
lik farkindalik gelistirme konusunda yol gosterici 6neriler sunmaktadir. Arastirma verilerinin analizi
sonucu elde edilen 6n bulgular doniistiiriicii liderlik tarzinin varliginda c¢alisanlarin dijital doniistim
stireclerine daha acik, istekli ve pozitif yaklastigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dijital Doniigiim, Doniistiiriicti Liderlik, Liderlik.
Abstract

Digital transformation has become one of the strategic priorities of contemporary organizations, brin-
ging about profound changes in various areas ranging from business processes to organizational cul-
ture. This transformation is not limited solely to changes in technical infrastructure; it also highlights
how employees perceive and adopt this process, and how leadership approaches shape these percep-

50 *Bu arastirma, yazarin “Déniistiiriicii Liderligin Dijital Déniisiime Etkisinde Yenilik¢i Orgiit Kiiltiirii ve Yenilik¢i Is Dav-
ranisinin Aracilik Rolii” bashkli doktora tezinden tiiretilmis olup TUBITAK Bilim Insant Destek Programlar: Baskanhgi (BIDEB)
2211-Yurt I¢i Lisansiistii Burs Programi kapsaminda desteklenmektedir.
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tions as an important area of research. In other words, the sustainable realization of digital transfor-
mation is closely related not only to technological capabilities but also to leadership approaches and
human resources. In this context, the purpose of this study is to examine the effect of transformational
leadership on employees’ perceptions of digital transformation by focusing on the determining role
of the human factor in digital transformation processes. It is assumed that transformational leaders-
hip contributes to digitalization processes through its dimensions of motivating employees, inspiring
them, and providing a clear vision. A quantitative research method was employed in the study. The
data were collected from employees working in different sectors in Tiirkiye, using the Transforma-
tional Leadership Scale and the Digital Transformation Perception Scale, with a total of 450 valid
responses obtained. The study emphasizes the importance of human-oriented leadership approaches
in digitalization processes and aims to contribute to the relevant literature. In addition, it offers pra-
ctical insights for practitioners by providing guidance on developing awareness of leadership styles
within digital transformation strategies. The preliminary findings indicate that in the presence of
transformational leadership, employees approach digital transformation processes with greater open-
ness, willingness, and positivity.

Keywords: Digital Transformation, Transformational Leadership, Leadership

GIRIiS

Dijital doniisiim, giiniimiiz orgiitlerinin rekabet avantaji elde edebilmesi ve siirdiiriilebilirligini sag-
layabilmesi agisindan stratejik bir zorunluluk haline gelmistir. Dijital teknolojiler, yalnizca is siirec-
lerinin otomasyonu ve verimliligin artirilmasi amaciyla kullanilmamakta; ayn1 zamanda orgiitlerin
yapisal ozelliklerini, deger yaratma bigimlerini ve orgiitsel kiiltiirlerini de derinden etkilemektedir

(Vial, 2019). Bu baglamda dijital doniisiim, teknoloji temelli bir degisim siirecinin 6tesinde, orgiitle-
rin biitiinsel bir yeniden yapilanma siirecini ifade etmektedir.

Literatiirde dijital doniistim cogunlukla bilgi teknolojileri altyapilarinin gelistirilmesi ve dijital arag-
larin entegrasyonu cercevesinde ele alinsa da, bu siirecin basarisi biiyiik 6lciide ¢alisanlarin dijital
doniistime yonelik algilar, tutumlar1 ve davramiglaryla iligkilidir (Westerman, Bonnet & McAfee,
2014). Cahisanlarin dijital doniigiimii benimsemesi, degisime yonelik diren¢ gostermemesi ve siirece
aktif katilim saglamasi, doniistimiin siirdiiriilebilirligi acisindan kritik 6neme sahiptir. Bu noktada, ¢a-
lisanlarin dijital doniigiim siirecini nasil algiladiklar1 ve bu alginin hangi 6rgiitsel faktorler tarafindan
sekillendirildigi 6nemli bir arastirma alani olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Dijital doniistim stirecleri genellikle belirsizlik, karmagsiklik ve hizli degisim dinamiklerini icermek-
tedir. Bu durum, calisanlar agisindan is giivencesi endisesi, rol belirsizligi ve yetkinlik kaygisi gibi
olumsuz algilarin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olabilmektedir (Kane, Palmer, Phillips, Kiron & Buckley,
2015). Bu tiir algilarin yonetilmesinde liderlerin iistlendigi rol, dijital doniisiimiin basarisi iizerinde
belirleyici olmaktadir. Ozellikle vizyoner, ilham verici ve degisimi destekleyen liderlik yaklagimlari,
calisanlarin déniisiim siirecine yonelik algilarini olumlu yonde etkileyebilmektedir.

Bu baglamda doniistiiriicii liderlik yaklasimi, dijital doniisiim siireclerinde dikkat ceken liderlik stil-
lerinden biri olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Doniistiiriicii liderler, ¢alisanlara ortak bir vizyon sunarak
onlar1 motive etmekte, bireysel gelisimi desteklemekte ve orgiitsel degisime yonelik gontillii katilimi
tesvik etmektedir (Bass, 1985; Avolio & Bass, 1995). Dijital doniistim gibi koklii degisim siireclerin-
de, dontistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin algilarini ve tutumlarini sekillendirme potansiyeli literatiirde
giderek daha fazla 6nem kazanmaktadir.

Bu cercevede yiiriitiilen bu arastirmanin amaci, dijital doniigiim siireclerinde insan faktoriiniin belir-
leyici roliine odaklanarak, doniistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin dijital doniisiim algis1 tizerindeki etki-
sini incelemektir. Tiirkiye’de farkl sektorlerde calisan bireylerden elde edilen veriler dogrultusunda
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gerceklestirilen bu arastirma, dijital doniigiim literatiiriine liderlik perspektifinden katki saglamayi
ve uygulayicilara dijital doniisiim stratejilerinde liderlik yaklasimlarina iliskin yol gosterici dneriler
sunmay1 amaclamaktadir.

KAVRAMSAL CERCEVE
Dijital Doniistim

Dijital doniisiim, orgiitlerin dijital teknolojileri kullanarak is siireclerini, orgiitsel yapilar1 ve deger
yaratma mekanizmalarin1 koklii bicimde yeniden sekillirmesi siireci olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Vial,
2019). Bu siireg, yalmzca mevcut faaliyetlerin dijital araclarla desteklenmesini degil; ayni1 zamanda
orgiitsel zihniyetin, calisma bicimlerinin ve stratejik yonelimlerin doniisiimiinii de kapsamaktadr.

Westerman ve arkadaglarina (2014) gore dijital doniisiim, dijital teknolojilerin 6rgiitsel performansi
artiracak sekilde stratejik olarak kullanilmasiyla ortaya cikan bir degisim siirecidir. Bu siirecte tek-
nolojik yatirnmlar kadar, liderlik anlayisi, orgiit kiiltiirii ve calisan yetkinlikleri de belirleyici unsurlar
arasinda yer almaktadir. Dijital doniisiimiin yalmzca teknoloji odakl ele alinmasi, orgiitlerde bekle-
nen faydanin saglanamamasina ve doniisiim girisimlerinin basarisizlikla sonu¢lanmasina yol agabil-
mektedir.

Dijital dontiistim siirecinde insan faktorii kritik bir rol oynamaktadir. Calisanlarin dijital becerileri,
degisime acgikliklar1 ve dijital doniistime yonelik algilari, doniisiim siirecinin etkinligini dogrudan
etkilemektedir (Kane et al., 2015). Calisanlarin dijital dontistimii bir tehdit yerine bir firsat olarak
algilamalarn, orgiitsel baghliklarini ve yenilik¢i davraniglarim artirabilmektedir. Bu noktada, dijital
doniistim algisinin sekillenmesinde liderlerin iistlendigi rol 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir.

Orgiitlerde dijital doniisiimiin basariyla uygulanabilmesi icin, teknik altyapinin yan sira insan odakli
yonetim anlayislarinin benimsenmesi gerekmektedir. Bu baglamda liderlik, dijital doniisiim siirecinin
yalnizca yonetsel degil, ayn1 zamanda psikolojik ve kiiltiirel boyutlarinm1 da kapsayan temel bir unsur
olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Doniistiiriicii Liderlik

Déniistiirticii liderlik, liderlerin calisanlarin degerlerini, inanglarini ve tutumlarini etkileyerek onlari
orgiitsel amaclar dogrultusunda motive etmesi ve doniistiirmesi siirecini ifade eden bir liderlik yakla-
simidir. Bu kavram ilk kez Burns (1978) tarafindan ortaya atilmis, daha sonra Bass (1985) tarafindan
orgiitsel baglamda gelistirilerek sistematik bir liderlik modeli haline getirilmistir. Doniistiiriicii lider-
lik, lider ile izleyenler arasinda karsilikl bir etkilesim yaratarak bireysel ¢ikarlarin 6tesine gecilmesi-
ni ve ortak bir vizyon etrafinda biitiinlesilmesini hedeflemektedir.

Bass’a (1985) gore doniistiiriicii liderlik, calisanlarin yalmizca mevcut performanslarini artirmakla
kalmamakta; ayn1 zamanda onlarin potansiyellerini ortaya ¢ikarmalarini ve orgiitsel degisim siirecle-
rine goniillii olarak katilmalarim saglamaktadir. Bu liderlik yaklasimi, 6zellikle belirsizlik ve degisim
donemlerinde calisanlarin motivasyonunu ve orgiitsel baghligim giiclendiren 6nemli bir yonetim ara-
c1 olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Doniistiirticii liderlik literatiirde genellikle dort temel boyut cercevesinde ele alinmaktadir. Bu boyut-
lar; ideallestirilmis etki (karizma), ilham verici motivasyon, entelektiiel tegvik ve bireysel ilgi olarak
tammlanmaktadir (Bass & Avolio, 1994). Ideallestirilmis etki boyutu, liderin etik degerlere baglili-
g1 ve ornek bir rol model olarak algilanmasini ifade ederken; ilham verici motivasyon, calisanlara
anlamli bir vizyon sunulmasi ve ortak hedefler dogrultusunda motive edilmelerini kapsamaktadir.
Entelektiiel tesvik boyutu, calisanlarin mevcut varsayimlar sorgulamalarimi ve yenilik¢i ¢oziimler
tiretmelerini tesvik ederken; bireysel ilgi boyutu, liderin ¢alisanlarin bireysel ihtiyaclarina duyarlilik
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gostermesini ve kisisel gelisimlerini desteklemesini ifade etmektedir.

Déoniistiiriicii liderlik yaklagimi, calisanlarin degisime yonelik tutumlarini olumlu yonde etkileyerek
orgiitsel yenilikcilik, 6grenme ve adaptasyon siireclerini desteklemektedir (Judge & Piccolo, 2004).
Ozellikle hizli degisim ve belirsizlik iceren 6rgiitsel ortamlarda, déniistiiriicii liderlerin ¢alisanla-
ra gliven vermesi ve degisimi anlamlandirmalarina yardimci olmasi, orgiitsel performans iizerinde
onemli etkiler yaratmaktadir. Bu yoniiyle doniistiiriicii liderlik, cagdas orgiitlerin kars: karsiya kaldig:
dijitallesme ve teknolojik doniisiim siireclerinde stratejik bir liderlik yaklasimi olarak degerlendiril-
mektedir.

Déniistiiriicii Liderlik ve Dijital Doniisiim iliskisi

Dijital doniisiim siirecleri, drgiitlerde yalnmizca teknolojik altyapinin yenilenmesini degil, ayn1 zaman-
da calisma bicimlerinin, orgiitsel kiiltiiriin ve bireysel rollerin yeniden tanimlanmasini gerektirmek-
tedir. Bu stirecler cogu zaman belirsizlik, rol karmasasi ve degisime yonelik direng gibi sorunlari da
beraberinde getirmektedir. Bu nedenle dijital doniisiimiin basariyla yonetilmesi, biiyiik 6lciide lider-
lerin calisanlarin algilarini ve tutumlarini nasil yonlendirdigiyle iligkilidir (Kane et al., 2015).

Literatiirde, doniistiiriicii liderligin orgiitsel degisim ve yenilik siireclerinde kritik bir rol oynadigi-
na dair gii¢lii bulgular bulunmaktadir. Doniistiiriicii liderler, calisanlara dijital doniisiimiin 6rgiit ve
bireyler icin tagidig1 anlam agiklayarak, bu siirecin tehditten ziyade bir gelisim ve 6grenme firsati
olarak algilanmasini saglayabilmektedir (Eisenbeiss, van Knippenberg & Boerner, 2008). Bu durum,
calisanlarin dijital doniigiim siireclerine yonelik algilarinin olumlu yonde sekillenmesine katki sun-
maktadir.

Dijital doniisiim baglaminda doniistiiriicii liderligin 6zellikle ilham verici motivasyon ve entelektiiel
tesvik boyutlarinin 6n plana ciktig1 goriilmektedir. ilham verici liderler, calisanlara dijitallesme siire-
cine iligkin net bir vizyon sunarak belirsizlik algisini azaltmakta; entelektiiel tesvik yoluyla ise cali-
sanlarin yeni teknolojilere uyum saglamalarini ve yenilikci diisiince gelistirmelerini desteklemektedir
(Zhu, Chew & Spangler, 2005). Bu siirecte bireysel ilgi boyutu, ¢alisanlarin dijital yetkinliklerini
gelistirmelerine yonelik destek sunulmasi agisindan énem tasimaktadir.

Onceki arastirmalar, doniistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin degisime aciklig1, yenilikci is davramslar ve
orgiitsel baghliklan iizerinde pozitif etkiler yarattigin1 ortaya koymaktadir (Podsakoff, MacKenzie,
Moorman & Fetter, 1990). Dijital dontisiim gibi kapsamli degisim siireclerinde, bu etkilerin ¢alisanla-
rin dijital doniigiim algisini da olumlu yonde sekillendirmesi beklenmektedir. Calisanlarin dijital d6-
niisiimii anlaml, gerekli ve faydali bir siire¢ olarak algilamalari, doniistimiin basariyla uygulanmasi
acisindan kritik bir faktor olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Bu baglamda, doniistiiriicii liderligin ¢alisanlarin dijital doniigiim algisi iizerindeki etkisinin incelen-
mesi, dijital doniistim literatiiriinde insan ve liderlik boyutuna odaklanan ¢alismalar agisindan 6nemli
bir katki sunmaktadir. Ayrica bu iliskinin ortaya konulmasi, orgiitlerin dijital doniisiim stratejilerinde
liderlik yaklasimlarina yonelik daha bilincli ve sistematik uygulamalar gelistirmelerine olanak tani-
yacaktir.

YONTEM

Dijital doniisiim siirecleri, orgiitlerde yalmzca teknolojik yenilenmeyi degil; ayn1 zamanda calisan-
larin tutumlarini, algilarini ve davranislarini da kapsayan ¢ok boyutlu bir degisimi ifade etmektedir.
Bu siireclerin bagariyla yonetilebilmesi, calisanlarin dijital doniisiimii nasil algiladiklar ve bu alginin
hangi orgiitsel faktorler tarafindan sekillendirildigiyle yakindan iliskilidir. Literatiirde, calisan algila-
rinin liderlik tarzlarindan énemli 6l¢giide etkilendigi vurgulanmaktadir (Podsakoff et al., 1990; Judge
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& Piccolo, 2004).

Déoniistiiriicii liderlik yaklasimi, calisanlarin degisim siireclerine yonelik algilarini olumlu yénde et-
kileyen liderlik stillerinden biri olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Doniistiiriicii liderler, calisanlara ilham
vererek degisimi anlamlandirmalarini saglamakta, ortak bir vizyon sunarak belirsizlik algisini azalt-
makta ve bireysel gelisimi destekleyerek degisime goniillii katilimi tesvik etmektedir (Bass & Avolio,
1994). Bu o6zellikleriyle doniistiiriicii liderligin, dijital doniisiim gibi karmagsik ve belirsizlik iceren
siireclerde calisanlarin algilarin sekillendirmede kritik bir rol oynadig diisiiniilmektedir.

Bu arastirmada, doniistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin dijital déniistim algisi {izerindeki etkisi incelen-
mektedir. Arastirma kapsaminda doniistiiriicii liderlik bagimsiz degisken, dijital doniisiim algisi ise
bagimli degisken olarak ele alinmistir. Arastirma modeli, doniistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin dijital
doniisiim siireclerine yonelik algilarini dogrudan etkiledigi varsayimina dayanmaktadir.

Arastirma modelinin teorik temeli, doniistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin motivasyonlarini, yenilikgi dii-
stince diizeylerini ve degisime agikliklarini artirdigina iligkin bulgulara dayanmaktadir (Eisenbeiss et
al., 2008; Zhu et al., 2005). Dijital doniisiim siirecinde bu etkilerin, calisanlarin dijitallesmeye yonelik
algilarinin daha olumlu, istekli ve agik bir bicimde sekillenmesine katki sundugu éngoriilmektedir.

Arastirma Hipotezi
Aragtirma modeline dayal olarak asagidaki H, ana hipotezi gelistirilmistir:

H,: Doniistiiriicii liderligin gahganlarin dijital dontigiim algis1 tizerinde pozitif ve anlamli bir etkisi
vardir.

Arastirmamn Amaca ve Turi

Bu aragtirmanin amaci, dijital doniisiim siireclerinde doniistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin dijital do-
niisiim algisi tizerindeki etkisini incelemektir. Arastirma, degiskenler arasindaki nedensel iliskileri
ortaya koymay1 amaglayan nicel arastirma yaklasimi cercevesinde tasarlanmis ve veriler anket yon-
temiyle toplanmustir.

Nicel aragtirma yontemi, bireylerin algi, tutum ve degerlendirmelerinin 6l¢iilmesine olanak tanimasi
ve degiskenler arasindaki iliskilerin istatistiksel olarak test edilebilmesi nedeniyle tercih edilmistir
(Creswell, 2014). Bu baglamda arastirmada, doniistiiriicii liderlik bagimsiz degisken, dijital doniisiim
algisi ise bagimli degisken olarak ele alinmistir.

Evren ve Orneklem

Arastirmanin evrenini, Tiirkiye’de farkli sektorlerde faaliyet gosteren orgiitlerde calisan bireyler
olusturmaktadir. Arastirma kapsaminda anket yontemiyle veri toplanmis ve degerlendirmeye uygun
450 katilhmcidan elde edilen veriler analiz edilmistir.

Veri Toplama Yontemi ve Siireci

Arastirmada veri toplama teknigi olarak nicel veri toplama yontemlerinden biri olan yapilandirilmig
anket formu kullamlmistir. Anket formu ii¢ béliimden olusmaktadir. Birinci boliimde katilimcilarin
demografik ézelliklerine iliskin sorular yer almaktadir. Ikinci béliimde Déniistiiriicii Liderlik Olgegi,
liciincii béliimde ise Dijital Doniisiim Algis1 Olcegi bulunmaktadir.

Dontistiirticii liderlik diizeyini 6l¢mek amaciyla kullanilan 6lcek, liderlerin calisanlar tarafindan algi-
lanan doniistiiriicii liderlik davraniglarini 6l¢meye yonelik ifadelerden olusmaktadir. Dijital doniisiim
algis1 dlcegi ise calisanlarin dijital dontisiim stirecine yonelik algilarini belirlemeyi amaclayan ifa-
deleri icermektedir. Olgeklerde yer alan ifadeler 5°1i Likert tipi derecelendirme ile 6l¢iilmiistiir (1 =
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Kesinlikle katilmiyorum, 5 = Kesinlikle katiliyorum).
Veri Toplama Araclari
Déniistiiriicii Liderlik Olgegi

Arastirmada doniistiiriicii liderlik diizeyini 6l¢gmek amaciyla Déniistiiriicii Liderlik Olgegi kullanil-
mugtir. Olgek, doniistiiriicii liderligin ¢ok boyutlu yapisim 6l¢gmeye yonelik olarak gelistirilmis olup,
literatiirde yaygin bigcimde kullamlmaktadir. Olgek; ideallestirilmis etki, ilham verici motivasyon,
entelektiiel tesvik ve bireysel ilgi olmak iizere dort boyuttan ve 20 ifadeden olusmaktadir (Bass &
Avolio, 1995).

Katilimcilardan, yoneticilerinin sergiledigi liderlik davramislarini degerlendirmeleri istenmistir.
Olgekte yer alan ifadeler, 5’li Likert tipi derecelendirme kullamlarak (1=Kesinlikle katilmiyorum,
5=Kesinlikle katiliyorum) él¢iilmiistiir. Olgegin énceki arastirmalarda yiiksek giivenirlik degerlerine
sahip oldugu rapor edilmistir (Judge & Piccolo, 2004).

Dijital Déniisiim Algis1 Olcegi

Arastirmada ¢alisanlarin dijital doniisiime yonelik algilarim 6l¢mek amaciyla Dijital Doniisiim Algis
Olgegi kullamlmustir. Olcek, calisanlarin ¢alistiklar: kurumun dijital déniisiim siirecine iligkin algila-
rin1 algilarn 6l¢gmeye yonelik 12 ifadeden olugsmaktadir.

Dijital doniisiim algisi, isletmenin teknoloji kullanimi, dijital stratejileri, dijital liderlik yapisi ve or-
ganizasyonel esnekligini kapsayan boyutlarla ele ahnmistir (Vial, 2019; Kane et al., 2015). Olcek
maddeleri 5’li Likert tipi derecelendirme ile 6l¢iilmiistiir. Olgegin gegerlik ve giivenirliginin dnceki
arastirmalarda test edildigi ve kabul edilebilir diizeylerde oldugu belirtilmektedir.

Veri Analizi

Arastirma kapsaminda elde edilen veriler, istatistiksel analizlere tabi tutulmustur. Veri analiz siire-
cinde oncelikle eksik veriler ve aykir1 degerler incelenmis, analizlere uygun olmayan veriler deger-
lendirme dis1 birakilmistir. Ardindan arastirmada kullanilan 6lgeklerin giivenirligi, Cronbach’s Alpha
katsayisi araciligiyla test edilmistir.

Degiskenlere iligkin genel egilimleri belirlemek amaciyla tanimlayici istatistikler (ortalama ve stan-
dart sapma) hesaplanmistir. Aragtirma hipotezlerinin test edilmesi amaciyla, doniistiiriicii liderlik ile
dijital doniistim algis1 arasindaki iligkiler Pearson korelasyon analizi ile incelenmistir. Doniistiiriicii
liderligin dijital doniisiim algisi iizerindeki etkisini belirlemek amaciyla ise basit dogrusal regresyon
analizi gerceklestirilmisgtir.

Tiim istatistiksel analizler, sosyal bilimlerde yaygin olarak kullanilan SPSS paket programi aracili-
giyla yapilmis ve analizlerde istatistiksel anlamlilik diizeyi %95 giiven araliginda (a = .05) degerlen-
dirilmistir (Hair et al., 2014).

BULGULAR

Bu boéliimde arastirma kapsaminda elde edilen verilerin analizine iliskin bulgulara yer verilmektedir.
Oncelikle kullamlan élgeklerin giivenirlikleri incelenmis, ardindan degiskenlere iliskin tanimlayic
istatistikler sunulmus, degiskenler arasindaki iliskiler korelasyon analizi ile degerlendirilmis ve son
olarak arastirma hipotezleri regresyon analizi ile test edilmistir. Arastirma kapsaminda gerceklestiri-
len tiim istatistiksel analizler, sosyal bilimlerde yaygin olarak kabul edilen %95 giiven araliginda (o
= .05) test edilmistir. Istatistiksel anlamlilik diizeyi p < .05 olarak kabul edilmistir.
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Giivenirlik Analizi Bulgular

Arastirmada kullanilan 6lceklerin i tutarlilik diizeylerini belirlemek amaciyla Cronbach’s Alpha kat-
sayis1 hesaplanmistir. Elde edilen sonuglar Tablo 1’de sunulmaktadir.

Tablo 1. Déniistiiriicii Liderlik ve Dijital Doniisiim Algis1 Olceklerine iliskin Giivenirlik Analizi

Olcek Madde Sayis1 Cronbach’s Alpha (o)
Doniistiirticii Liderlik 20 958
Dijital Doniisiim Algisi 12 956

Not: o > .70 kabul edilebilir, « > .80 iyi, a > .90 ¢ok yiiksek giivenirlik gostermektedir.

Tablo 1’de goriildiigii iizere, Doniistiiriicii Liderlik Olgegi’nin Cronbach’s Alpha katsayisi .96, Dijital
Doniisiim Algisi Olgegi’nin Cronbach’s Alpha katsayisi ise .96 olarak hesaplanmustir. Bu sonuclar,
her iki 6lgegin de cok yiiksek diizeyde i¢ tutarliliga sahip oldugunu ve arastirma kapsaminda giivenle
kullanilabilecegini gostermektedir.

Tammlayia Istatistikler
Arastirmada yer alan temel degiskenlere iliskin tanimlayici istatistikler Tablo 2’de sunulmustur.

Tablo 2. Déniistiiriicii Liderlik ve Dijital Doniisiim Algisina Iliskin Tammlayici Istatistikler

Degisken N Ortalama (M) Standart Sapma (SD)
Doniistiirticii Liderlik 450 3.73 0.79
Dijital Doniistim Algist 450 3.78 0.80

Tamimlayic istatistikler incelendiginde, katilimcilarin doniistiiriicii liderlik algilarinin ortalama de-
geri 3.73, dijital doniisiim algilarinin ortalama degeri ise 3.78 olarak hesaplanmistir. Bu bulgular,
katilmcilarin hem déniistiiriicii liderlik hem de dijital doniigiim algilarinin orta-yiiksek diizeyde ol-
dugunu gostermektedir.

Korelasyon Analizi Bulgular

Déoniistiirticii liderlik ile dijital doniisiim algis1 arasindaki iliskinin yoniinii ve giiciinii belirlemek
amaciyla Pearson korelasyon analizi yapilmistir. Analiz sonuclar1 Tablo 3’te sunulmaktadir.

Tablo 3. Doniistiiriicii Liderlik ile Dijital Doniisiim Algis1 Arasindaki Korelasyon Analizi

Degiskenler 1 2

1. Doniistiiriicii Liderlik —

2. Dijital Dontisiim Algisi 827wk —

Not: **p <.001
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Korelasyon analizi sonuglarina gore, doniistiiriicii liderlik ile dijital doniisiim algis1 arasinda pozitif
yonde ve yiiksek diizeyde anlamli bir iligki bulunmaktadir (r = .83, p <.001). Bu bulgu, doniistiiriicii
liderlik algis1 arttikca ¢alisanlarin dijital doniisiim algilarinin da arttigini géstermektedir.

Regresyon Analizi ve Hipotez Testi Bulgulari

Arastirmanin temel hipotezi olan doniistiiriicii liderligin dijital doniisiim algisi tizerindeki etkisini
test etmek amaciyla basit dogrusal regresyon analizi gerceklestirilmistir. Analiz sonuclar1 Tablo 4’te
sunulmaktadir.

Tablo 4. Déniistiiriicii Liderligin Dijital Doniisiim Algis1 Uzerindeki Etkisine iliskin Regresyon
Analizi

Bagimh Degisken: Dijital Doniisiim

Bagimsiz Degisken B SH B t p
Déntstiiriicti Liderlik 0.844 0.027 .827 31.19 .000
R R? F p
.827 .685 973.0 .000

Regresyon analizi sonuglari, donistiiriicii liderligin dijital doniisiim algisini pozitif ve anlaml bi-
cimde yordadigim gostermektedir (f = .83, p < .001). Kurulan modelin istatistiksel olarak anlaml
oldugu (F(1, 448) = 973.0, p < .001) ve dijital doniisiim algisindaki varyansin %68.5’inin doniistii-
riicii liderlik tarafindan agiklandigi belirlenmistir (R2 = .69). Bu bulgular dogrultusunda, H1 hipotezi
desteklenmistir.

Bulgularin Genel Degerlendirmesi

Arastirma bulgular genel olarak degerlendirildiginde, doniistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin dijital do-
niisiim algs1 iizerinde giiclii ve belirleyici bir etkiye sahip oldugu goriilmektedir. Ozellikle elde edilen
yiiksek korelasyon ve acgiklanan varyans orani, dijital doniisiim siireclerinde liderlik fakt6riiniin 6ne-
mini acik bicimde ortaya koymaktadir. Bu sonuclar, dijital dontistimiin yalmizca teknolojik yatirimlar-
la degil, aym1 zamanda insan odakli liderlik yaklagimlariyla desteklenmesi gerektigini gostermektedir.

TARTISMA

Bu arastirmada, dijital doniisiim siireclerinde doniistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin dijital doniisiim al-
gis1 lizerindeki etkisi incelenmistir. Aragtirmadan elde edilen bulgular, doniistiiriicii liderlik ile dijital
doniigiim algis1 arasinda pozitif ve yiiksek diizeyde anlaml bir iligki bulundugunu ve doniistiiriicii
liderligin dijital doniisiim algisim giiclii bigcimde yordadigim gostermektedir. Tiim sonuglar sosyal
bilimlerde kabul edilen %95 giiven araliginda istatistiksel olarak anlamlidir (p <.001).

Arastirma bulgulari, dijital doniisiimiin yalnizca teknolojik altyap: ve dijital araclara yapilan yati-
rimlarla aciklanamayacagini; bu siirecin ¢alisan algilar ve liderlik yaklasimlariyla yakindan iligkili
oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Elde edilen yiiksek etki biiyiikliigii, dijital doniisiim algisinin sekil-
lenmesinde doniistiiriicii liderligin belirleyici bir rol tistlendigine isaret etmektedir. Bu durum, dijital
doniigiim siireclerinde liderligin insan odakl bir bakis acisiyla ele alinmasi gerektigini vurgulayan
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literatiirle uyumludur (Vial, 2019; Westerman, Bonnet & McAfee, 2014).

Déoniistiiriicii liderligin dijital doniisiim algis1 iizerindeki etkisi, bu liderlik tarzinin ¢alisanlara ilham
veren, degisimi anlamlandirmalarim saglayan ve belirsizlik algisim azaltan yapisiyla aciklanabilir.
Dijital doniisiim siireclerinin dogasi geregi belirsizlik ve degisim icerdigi gbz oniinde bulunduruldu-
gunda, calisanlarin siireci nasil algiladiklar1 doniisiimiin basaris: agisindan kritik 6nem tagimaktadir.
Bu baglamda doéniistiiriicii liderligin, calisanlarin dijital doniisiime yonelik daha acik ve olumlu bir
alg1 gelistirmelerine katki sundugu sdylenebilir.

Arastirma sonuclari, doniistiiriicti liderligin orgiitsel degisim ve yenilik siireclerindeki 6nemine dik-
kat ceken onceki arastirmalarla da ortiismektedir (Judge & Piccolo, 2004; Eisenbeiss, van Knippen-
berg & Boerner, 2008). Bu yoniiyle arastirma, dijital doniisiim literatiiriine liderlik perspektifinden
katki sunmakta ve dijitallesme siireclerinin insan boyutunun goéz ardi edilmemesi gerektigini ortaya
koymaktadir.

Sonug olarak, bu aragtirmadan elde edilen bulgular, dijital doniisiim literatiiriine liderlik perspektifin-
den 6nemli katkilar sunmaktadir. Doniistiiriicii liderligin dijital doniisiim algis1 tizerindeki giicli ve
anlaml etkisi, dijitallesme siireclerinin yalnizca teknolojik degil, ayn1 zamanda yonetsel ve insani bo-
yutlariyla birlikte ele alinmasi gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu yoniiyle arastirma, dijital doniisiim
stireclerini yoneten akademisyenler ve uygulayicilar i¢in énemli ¢ikarimlar sunmaktadir.

SONUC VE ONERILER

Bu arastirmada, dijital doniisiim siireclerinde doniistiiriicii liderligin calisanlarin dijital doniisiim algi-
s1 lizerindeki etkisi incelenmistir. Elde edilen bulgular, déniistiiriicii liderligin dijital doniisiim algisi
ile pozitif ve anlamh bir iligkiye sahip oldugunu ve doniistiiriicii liderligin dijital doniisiim algisini
giiclii bicimde yordadigim ortaya koymaktadir. Bu sonuclar, dijital déniisiimiin yalmizca teknolojik
yatirimlarla degil, ayn1 zamanda insan ve liderlik odakl yaklasimlarla desteklenmesi gerektigini gos-
termektedir.

Arastirma sonuclari, dijital doniistim siireclerinde doniistiiriicii liderlik tarzinin calisanlarin degisime
yonelik algilarini olumlu yonde sekillendirdigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ozellikle belirsizlik ve izl de-
gisim iceren dijitallesme siireclerinde, vizyon sunan, motive edici ve destekleyici liderlik yaklagim-
larinin déniisiimiin basarisi agisindan kritik bir rol iistlendigi sdylenebilir. Bu baglamda, 6rgiitlerin
dijital doniisim stratejilerini olustururken liderlik yaklasimlarini da siirecin merkezine almalar1 6nem
tagimaktadir.

Uygulayicilara yonelik olarak, dijital doniisiim siireclerini yoneten yoneticilerin doniistiiriicii liderlik
davraniglarin gelistirmelerine yonelik egitim ve farkindalik calismalarinin tesvik edilmesi 6neril-
mektedir. Ayrica dijital doniisiim projelerinin yalnizca teknik hedeflere odaklanmak yerine, calisan-
larin alg1 ve tutumlarim dikkate alan biitiinciil bir bakis acisiyla ele alinmasi, doniisiim siireclerinin
etkinligini artiracaktir.

Arastirmanin bazi sinirhliklar: bulunmaktadir. Arastirma nicel aragtirma tasarimina dayandirilmis ve
veriler anket yontemiyle toplanmistir. Gelecek arastirmalarda farkl arastirma desenleri ve degis-
kenler kullanilarak dijital doniistim ve liderlik iliskisi daha kapsaml bicimde ele alinabilir. Bununla
birlikte, elde edilen bulgular dijital déniisiim siire¢lerinde liderligin 6nemine dikkat cekmesi baki-
mindan literatiire ve uygulamaya anlaml katkilar sunmaktadir.
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Kimlikten Temsile:
Seyyahlarin Bakisiyla Cografyanin Anlanm

Nihad ZARBALIYEV!

Ozet

Seyahatname kelimesi, Arapca seydhat (ash siydhat, gezmek, gezi) ile Farsca ndme (risale, mektup)
kelimelerinden tiiretilmis olup “gezi mektubu, gezi eseri” anlamina gelip, ¢esitli amaclarla yapilan
seyahatler dolayisiyla kaleme alinan eserlere verilen ortak isimdir. Bu kavramlar seyahatnamelerin
yalnizca bireysel deneyim aktaran metinler degil, ayn1 zamanda tarihsel ve kiiltiirel baglamlar1 yan-
sitan ¢ok katmanli eserler oldugunu gostermektedir. Calismanin temel amaci, nitel arastirma yon-
temi kullanarak, 19. yiizy1l seyahat yazini1 baglaminda A.W. Kinglake, F.G.Burnaby, A.S.Puskin ve
K.N.Leontiev’in metinleri {izerinden oryantalizm, bilgi—iktidar iligkisi ve bireysel anlati boyutlarini
karsilastirmali ve elestirel bir diizeyde incelemektir. Kinglake’in seyahatnamesi, Avrupa merkezli ve
kiictimseyici bir bakisla Dogu’yu “6teki” olarak sunan klasik oryantalist soylemin belli bir 6rnegi
olarak degerlendiriyor. Burnaby’nin eserinde ise onun asker kimligi ve emperyal amach bilgi toplama
cabasi, metni bilgi ve iktidar iliskilerini somutlastiran politik bir belgeye doniistiirdiigiinii gosteriyor.
Burnaby’nin seyahatnamesi, seyahat yazininin politik islevini ve emperyal sdylemle nasil biitiinles-
tigini gosteren bir eserdir. Buna karsilik, Puskin’in Erzurum Yolculugu, bireysel deneyim, estetik
alg1 ve kiiltiirel empati iizerine inga edilmis alternatif bir temsil pratigi sunmaktadir. K.N.Leontiev’in
yazilarinda ise ilk basta bir gorev iizerine yaptig1 gozlemler goriilse de, sonradan kendi goriisleri ve
gormek istedikleri goriilmektedir. Bu dort seyyahin kimlikleri ve metinleri, tarihsel, kiiltiirel ve po-
litik baglamlarda analiz edildiginde, seyahatnamelerin yalnizca mekansal anlati degil, ayn1 zamanda
ideoloji, temsil ve iktidar iliskilerinin yeniden iiretildigi metinler oldugu sonucuna variliyor. Calisma,
seyahat yazininin ¢ok boyutlu dogasim kavramaya ve kiiltiirel-politik baglamlardaki islevini derinle-
mesine anlamaya katki saglamay1 amac¢lamaktadir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Seyahatname, Oryantalizm, Bilgi—iktidar iliskisi, Temsil, Seyyah Kimligi.
Abstract

The term travelogue (seyahatname) is derived from the Arabic seyahat (originally siyahat, meaning
travel or journey) and the Persian name (treatise or letter), and refers to works written as a result of
journeys undertaken for various purposes, literally meaning “travel letter” or “travel account.” These
conceptual origins indicate that travelogues are not merely texts conveying individual experiences,
but rather multilayered works that reflect historical and cultural contexts. The main aim of this study
is to examine, through a qualitative research method, the dimensions of orientalism, knowledge—
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power relations, and individual narrative in nineteenth-century travel writing, based on a comparative
and critical analysis of the texts of A. W. Kinglake, F. G. Burnaby, A. S. Pushkin, and K. N. Leontiev.
Kinglake’s travelogue is evaluated as a representative example of classical orientalist discourse, pre-
senting the East as the “other” through a Eurocentric and condescending perspective. In Burnaby’s
work, by contrast, his identity as a soldier and his effort to collect information for imperial purposes
transform the text into a political document that concretizes knowledge—power relations. Burnaby’s
travelogue thus demonstrates the political function of travel writing and its integration with imperial
discourse. Conversely, Pushkin’s Journey to Erzurum offers an alternative mode of representation
grounded in individual experience, aesthetic perception, and cultural empathy. In the writings of K.
N. Leontiev, although observations initially emerge from an assigned duty, his personal views and
subjective perceptions become increasingly prominent over time. When the identities and texts of
these four travelers are analyzed within their historical, cultural, and political contexts, it becomes
evident that travelogues are not merely spatial narratives, but texts in which ideology, representation,
and power relations are reproduced. This study aims to contribute to an understanding of the multi-
dimensional nature of travel writing and to provide a deeper insight into its functions within cultural
and political contexts.

Keywords: Travelogue, Orientalism, Knowledge—Power Relations, Representation, Traveler Iden-
tity.

GIRIiS

Gecmisin yalnizca siyasi boyutuna odaklanmak, dénemin toplumsal yapisin1 anlamada yetersiz ka-
labilir. Bu baglamda, seyahatnameler tarih yazimina énemli katkilar sunar. Seyahatnameler tarih
boyunca sadece gezilen yerleri anlatmakla kalmamis, ayn1 zamanda yazarinin kimligi, ait oldugu
kiiltiirel yap1 ve donemsel kosullarla sekillenmig bilgi {iretim metinleri olmustur. Bu metinlerde “g6-
riilen” kadar “gosteren” de dnemlidir. Ancak bu tiir birincil kaynaklar incelenirken, yazarin yasadigi
donemin kosullarinin géz éniinde bulundurulmasi gerekmektedir. Nitekim giiniimiizde de biiytik 61-
clide degismedigi iizere, Batililarin “Orta Cag” olarak adlandirdiklar1 dénemden itibaren Dogu, Bati
acisindan geri kalmighgin bir simgesi, arastirilmasi gereken ve ancak Bati’nin rehberliginde gelige-
bilecek bir cografya olarak goriilmiistiir. Bu tarihsel siire¢ icerisinde Batih iilkeler, bu bakis acisini
hem diigiinsel hem de pratik diizeyde hayata gecirmeye calismislardir. Boyle bir dénemde, “gelismis
Bati1”dan ve “geri kalmis Dogu”dan yola cikarak seyahat eden kisilerin kimlikleri, yazdiklar1 g6zlem-
leri daha derinlikli sekilde anlamamiza olanak tammaktadir. Ozellikle 19. yiizyilda Batili seyyahlarin
Dogu’yu anlatirken kullandigi dil, zamanla oryantalist bir bakisin olugmasina zemin hazirlamistir.
Edward Said’in ortaya koydugu oryantalizm kurami bu anlamda Bati’nin Dogu’yu 6tekilestirme bi-
¢cimini anlamada temel bir kaynak sunar. Bu zihniyetin gezginlerin yasamlarina ve kimlik ingalarina
dogrudan ya da dolayh olarak etki ettigi aciktir. Ornegin, asker kokenli bir seyyahin anlatilarinda
emperyalist bakis agisinin, “Dogu’nun Bati’nin yardimina ihtiya¢ duydugu” yoniindeki inangla yola
cikan gezginlerin yazdiklarinda ise oryantalist bakisin izlerine rastlamak miimkiindiir. Bu ¢aligmada
dort farkli seyyah iizerinden Dogu’nun temsili tartisiimaktadir. ilk olarak A.W. Kinglake’in Eothen
adli eseri incelenmis, oryantalizmin acik 6rnekleri metin iizerinden gosterilmistir. Ardindan Michel
Foucault’nun bilgi—iktidar iliskisi cercevesinde Frederick Burnaby’nin A Ride to Khiva adli seya-
hatnamesi analiz edilmistir. Daha sonra Puskin’in Erzurum Yolculugu ele alinmig, bu metnin iktidar
merkezli soylemlerden farkli olarak daha estetik, bireysel ve zaman zaman oryantalist bakisa karsit
bir konumda durdugu gosterilmistir. Son olarak, Rus diisiiniir Konstantin Nikolayevi¢ Leontyev’in
eserleri degerlendirilmistir. Leontyev’in Dogu toplumlarina yaklasimi, Bati’nin klasik oryantalist
soyleminden farkl olarak, Dogu’nun kendi i¢ dinamiklerine vurgu yapan bir perspektif sunmaktadir.
Onun metinlerinde Dogu, statik bir geri kalmiglik alani degil; kendine 6zgii kiiltiirel, estetik ve mane-
vi degerlere sahip bir uygarlik olarak ele alinir.
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SEYYAH KiMLIiGi

Tarih boyunca Dogu, Bati icin daima ilgi ¢ekici bir unsur olmustur. Bu ilgi, ister sinirlari Avrupa’nin
iclerine kadar ulasan Tiirk ve Mogol devletleri dsneminde, ister ingiliz ve Fransiz somiirgeciliginin
Uzak ve Orta Dogu’ya yayildig siirecte olsun, benzer bir amaca hizmet etmistir. Bu amag, Dogu’yu
siirekli olarak “dgrenilmesi” ve “kesfedilmesi” gereken bir alan olarak konumlandirmak olmustur. S6z
konusu bakis agisi, daha sonra “oryantalizm” olarak adlandirilan diisiinsel cercevenin temelini olustu-
racaktir. Oryantalizm denildiginde genellikle ilk akla gelen, Bati’nin Dogu {izerindeki entelektiiel ve
kiiltiirel tistiinliiglidiir. Bu kavrami daha kapsamli bir sekilde tanimlayacak olursak, Y. Bulut’un (2002)
da belirttigi gibi, Gelisim siireci icinde ele alindiginda oryantalizm, bir yaniyla Dogu’nun Bati tara-
findan incelenmesi anlamina gelirken, bir yaniyla da Bati’nin kendi bilincine varmasinin en énemli
araci olarak goziikmektedir (Bulut, 2002, s. 14). Bu baglamdan hareketle, Dogu’yu ziyaret eden pek
cok seyyah da seyahatnamelerinde oryantalist bir bakis acisi sergilemistir. Bu seyyahlardan biri de
Alexander William Kinglake’tir.

A.W. Kinglake, Eothen adl1 seyahatnamesini, 1834—1835 yillarinda Osmanli topraklarina gercek-
lestirdigi seyahatlerin ardindan kaleme almistir. Kinglake, 19. yiizy1l Ingilteresi’nde oryantalizmin
onde gelen temsilcilerinden biri olarak, kisisel deneyimlerinden yola ¢ikarak “Dogu”ya dair imgeler
ireten isimlerden biridir. Bu dénemde, Avrupa’da 6zellikle iist sinifa mensup erkekler arasinda en az
bir kez Dogu’ya seyahat etmek oldukca popiiler hale gelmisti. Kinglake de bu egilim dogrultusunda
hem Dogu’yu gozlemlemek hem de dénemin seyahat kiiltiiriinii deneyimlemek amaciyla birden fazla
kez bu bolgelere seyahat etmistir (Erdogan, 2014, s. 88-89). Kinglake’in seyahatnamesinin bir¢ok
béliimiinde Osmanli Devleti’ni “Dogu” olarak tamimlayarak oryantalist bir bakis agis1 benimsedigi
acikca goriilmektedir. Ornegin, bir zamanlarin en giiclii imparatorluklarindan biri olan Osmanli’dan
geriye hicbir iz kalmadigin1 ima ederek su ifadeleri kullanir:

Sonunda karaya vardigimda Asya kokenli insanlarla gevrili oldugumu fark ettim. Pek cok Osmanli
topragini dolastim; ancak hicbir zaman beni Sava Nehri kiyisinda karsilayanlar gibi iri yar1 Tiirklere
denk gelmedim. Bunlar, egyalarimizi kasabaya tasimak karsiliginda birka¢ akce kazanmayr umut
eden, oldukca yoksul kisilerdi; fakat eski Tiirk soyundan geldikleri acikt1 ve hala galip bir milletin dik
durusunu ve 6zgiir tavrini tagiyorlardi (Kinglake, 1844, s. 5).

Kinglake, eserinde Bati’daki yolculugu “zihnin konfor alaninda kaldig kisa bir siire¢” olarak betim-
lerken, Dogu’daki seyahati ise “siirekli hareket halinde gecen, bireyin yasam tarzina déniisen ve ruhsal
denge kazandiran bir deneyim” seklinde tanimlar. Bu bakis acisi ilk bakista Dogu’yu asagilayici gibi
goriinmese de, Dogu’yu bireysel Batili deneyimin fonuna indirgemesi acisindan oryantalist bir yak-
lasim sergilemektedir. Kinglake’in Avrupa’daki yolculuklar “gegici ve yiizeysel” olarak nitelemesi,
buna karsilik Dogu’da “gercek hayatin basladigini” belirtmesi, Dogu’yu egzotik, zamanin disinda
kalmis, geleneksel ve icsel kesfe elverisli bir mekan olarak kurguladigini gostermektedir. Bu soylem,
oryantalizmin en klasik yapilarindan birini olusturur: Dogu’nun Bati tarafindan, kendi kimligini inga
etmek amaclyla romantize edilmesi ve sabitlenmis imgelerle temsil edilmesi. Kinglake, gézlem ve
yorumlarinda bir yandan “Sark fantezilerini” én plana gikarirken, diger yandan da geleneksel ingiliz
somiirgecilik anlayisinin bir disavurumu olarak, “étekilestirici” ve “hor géren” bir tutum sergilemek-
tedir (Karaduman, 2013, s. 94). Kinglake’in anlatim bi¢imi, Edward Said’in oryantalizm kuraminda
belirttigi tizere, Dogu’yu Bati’nin “6tekisi” olarak konumlandirir. Kinglake’in genel sdyleminden an-
lagildig iizere, ddnemin Ingilizleri, onun géziinde diinyanin her bélgesinden sorumlu, her yere hakim
ve adeta diinyanin efendisi konumunda bir milletti (Bilici, 2011, s. 15).

Ancak Kinglake, her zaman Dogu’yu asagilayici bir iislupla betimlemis degildir. Ozellikle istanbul
hakkinda yazdiklari, onun gézlem giiciinii ve kimi zaman nesnellige yaklasabildigini géstermektedir.
Ornegin, istanbul’u, cami ve minarelerinden bahsetmeden de yiiceltebiliriz. Mesela limanim 6vebi-
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liriz; clinkii diinyanin higbir yerinde deniz, bir sehre bu kadar icten, bu kadar dogal bir sekilde so-
kulmaz. (Kinglake, 1844, s. 41). Bu pasajdan da anlasilacagi iizere, Kinglake bir oryantalist olarak
seyahat etmis ve deneyimlerini bu perspektiften aktarmis olsa da, yer yer gozlemledigi gercekleri
de saklamamugstir. Belki de burada “gerceklik” dedigimiz unsur, onun agisindan farkh bir bigimde
tammlanmugtir. Istanbul’u bir Osmanh sehri olarak degil, gegmisin Bizans kenti olan Konstantinopo-
lis olarak gérmiis ve Avrupa’nin bir parcasi olarak degerlendirmis olabilir. Ama sonug degismezdir:
Gordiiklerini oldugu gibi aktarmasi, onun yalnizca oryantalist bir anlatici olmadigini, ayn1 zamanda
bireysel gozleme de 6nem verdigini gostermektedir.

Bu noktada seyyah anlatilarinin yalnizca mekansal bir kesif degil, ayn1 zamanda bireyin diinyay1 al-
gilama bicimini yansittigin sdylemek miimkiindiir. Ortaya ¢ikan bilgi, bireysel deneyimle siiziilmiis
bir temsildir ve bu yoniiyle ayni zamanda iktidar iiretimine de katkida bulunur. Bu noktada, seyyahin
kimligi bilgi tiretiminin bicimini belirleyen baslica unsurlardan biri haline gelir. Seyyah yalmzca
gezip goren bir figlir degil; aynm1 zamanda egitim diizeyi, milliyeti ve dahil oldugu iktidar aglar1 araci-
ligiyla gercekligi siizen ve yeniden {ireten bir 6zne konumundadur.

Bu baglamda Michel Foucault’nun “bilgi—iktidar” iligkisine dair yaklasimi 6nem kazanir. Foucault’ya
gore bilgi, yalmzca nesnel gercekligi yansitmaz; ayni zamanda iktidarin kendisini yeniden {iretmesi-
ne hizmet eder. Bilgi ile iktidar arasindaki iligki tartismaya acildiginda, Foucault’nun asil amacinin
“bilgi ile iktidarin, hakikat ile iktidarin” kesisim noktasim agiga ¢ikarmak oldugu goriiliir (Celebi,
2013, s. 515). Bu acidan bakildiginda, iktidar giicleri emperyal amaglarim gerceklestirmek icin farkl
cografyalara, farkli kimliklere sahip bireyler gondermekteydi. Bu figiirlerden biri de 1875-1876 yil-
lar1 arasinda Orta Asya ve Osmanl topraklarinda seyahat eden Frederick Gustavus Burnaby’dir.

Asker kimligiyle seyahat eden Burnaby, seyahatten ¢cok daha 6nce bilgi toplamak ve gézlem yapmak
amaciyla cesitli gorevlerde bulunmustur. 1868—1869 yillarinda Madrid ve Sevilla’da gazetelere bilgi
gondermek amaciyla bulunmus; 1873-1874 yillarinda ise The Times gazetesi adina Ugiincii Carlist
Savasi’ni gozlemlemek iizere savas muhabiri olarak gorev yapmustir (Hawkins, 2011, s. 2). Burna-
by’nin 1875 yilinda Orta Asya’ya gerceklestirdigi seyahat, hem kisisel meraki hem de Ingiltere’nin
Rusya karsisindaki stratejik ¢ikarlarina hizmet etmek amaciyla gerceklesmistir. Nitekim bu dénemde
Ingiltere, Orta Asya’da giiclenen Rusya’yr Hindistan iizerindeki cikarlar icin bir tehdit olarak gor-
mekteydi. Burnaby’nin kendi anlatimina gére, onu bu seyahate ¢ikmaya iten sey, bir gazetede ¢ikan
ve Avrupalilarin — ozellikle de Ingilizlerin—Tiirkistan topraklarina girisinin yasaklandigini bildiren
bir haber olmustur (Akilli, 2009, s. 6). Bu gelisme, Burnaby’yi hem bolgeyi yerinde gézlemlemeye
hem de Ingiltere’nin ¢ikarlarim destekleyici bir bilgi iiretimine katki sunmaya yoneltmistir. Burnaby,
seyahatnamesinin giris boliimlerinde seyahate ¢ikis amacini, hazirlik siirecini ve Ruslar hakkindaki
goriislerini paylasir. Bu kisimda 6zellikle Rus yetkililere dair diisiinceleri dikkat cekicidir. Burnaby,
Rus yetkililerinden herhangi bir yardim almayacagini 6nceden bilmektedir. Hatta dolayli yollarla
kendisine engel olunacagini ve gerekirse seyahatinin zor kullanilarak durdurulacagindan da emindir
(Burnaby, 2021, s. 6). Nitekim, Burnaby su ifadeleri kullanir: Goriiniise gore, Rus makamlarindan
resmi yollardan 6grenilebilecek bir sey yoktu; ancak gayriresmi yollarla zamanla bazi kiictik bilgiler
sizmaya basladi (Burnaby, 2021, s. 6). Bu climle, yalnizca bireysel bir gozlem degil; bilgiye ulasma-
nin ne denli sinirli ve denetim altinda oldugunu da gosterir.

Burnaby, seyahati sirasinda karsilastig1 Ruslarla ilgili gzlemlerini ve onlarla gerceklestirdigi sohbet-
leri ayrintili sekilde aktarir. Bu gozlemlerden biri de Rus trenleri hakkindadir. Burnaby, Berlin’den
sonraki yolculugunu Rus trenleriyle siirdiirdiiglinti belirtir ve bu tren vagonlarinin oldukca konforlu
oldugunu ifade eder. Vagonlarda iki gorevlinin siirekli olarak yolcularin ihtiyaglarini karsiladigini,
yemeklerin lezzetli ve fiyatlarin da makul oldugunu vurgular. Hatta bu deneyiminden duydugu mem-
nuniyetle Ingiltere’deki trenlerle karsilastirma yapar ve Rus trenlerinin daha iyi diizenlenmis ve daha
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konforlu oldugunu agikca belirtir (Burnaby, 2021, s. 11). Bu degerlendirmeleri, Burnaby’nin seyahat-
namesinin yalnizca oryantalist 6nyargilarla dolu olmadigini, yer yer nesnel ve olumlu gozlemler de
icerdigini gostermektedir. Nitekim s6z konusu béliimiin devaminda sunu da ekler:

Ancak bir biiyiik sorun vardi: trenler cok yavas gidiyordu. Rusya gibi dev bir iilkede bu ciddi bir
sikinti. Ruslarin zamana kars1 umursamazlig, sicak iilkelerdeki insanlarla benzerdi. “Yarin” anlami-
na gelen “zavtra” kelimesi, ispanyolca’daki “mafiana” gibi, siirekli ertelenen isler i¢in kullaniliyor.
Ama trenlerin yavaslhiginin bir baska sebebi daha varmis: raylar kétii dosenmis. Hiikiimet denetcileri
riigvete agik oldugu icin raylar kalitesiz yapilmis. Hatta motorlar biraz hizh gitse, raylarin kirilacagi
sOylenmisti. Bunu bana yolculardan biri agikladi. (Burnaby, 2021, s. 11).

Yukaridaki ifade, ister istemez Alexander William Kinglake’in Eothen adli seyahatnamesini hatirlatir.
Kinglake de Osmanl topraklarina girisinde ulasimin yavashgindan yakinmis, ancak bu durumu son
derece alayc1 ve kiiciimseyici bir dille aktarmistir. Kinglake, Osmanli’daki ulagimin atlarla saglan-
digim ve bunun da kendisi icin fazlasiyla “ilkel” oldugunu ima ederek, s6z konusu durumu mizahi
ve kiiciiltiicii ifadelerle kaleme almistir. Burnaby ise benzer bir soruna deginse de anlatiminda kii-
climseyici veya asagilayici bir tutumdan ziyade gozlemledigi gercekligi yansitma amac giider. Zira
Rus trenlerini 6éven bir gézlemcinin ayn sistemin hiz sorununu dalga gecerek anlatmasi mantiksal
olarak tutarsiz olurdu. Bu da Burnaby’nin anlatiminin, belirli 6l¢iilerde oryantalist sdylemin disinda
konumlandigin1 goéstermektedir. Burnaby’nin anlatilarinda genellikle bu tutum dikkat ¢eker. Elbette
tamamen onyargidan arinmus degildir; érnegin, Ruslarin icki diigkiinliigiinii anlatirken, Ingiltere’de
boyle bir aliskanligin bulunmadigini ve kendi toplumunun bu kétii aligkanliga diismemesinden mem-
nuniyet duydugunu ifade eder (Burnaby, 2021, s. 63). Bu tiir karsilastirmalar kiiltiirel iistiinliik fikrini
barindirsa da, genel anlatim dili itibariyla Burnaby, bir¢ok seyyahin aksine yer yer elestirel ve dengeli
bir tislup sergilemistir.

Her ne kadar Burnaby seyahatnamesinde seyahate yalnizca kisisel merakla ciktigim iddia etse de,
aktardig1 gozlemler ve yasadiklari, bu seyahatin ayn1 zamanda sistematik bir bilgi edinme amac1 ta-
sidigini da gostermektedir. Nitekim yolculuk sirasinda tanistigi kisilerle gerceklestirdigi sohbetler ve
bu konusmalardan elde ettigi veriler, seyahatin arkasinda bilgiye dayali bir motivasyonun oldugunu
ortaya koyar. Ornegin Burnaby, ABD’li diplomat Eugene Schuyler ile gerceklestirdigi gériismeden
bahsederken, Schuyler’in Tiirkistan’a yaptig1 seyahat ve buradan elde ettigi bilgilerin ABD’de bii-
yiik bir ilgiyle karsilandigini, Washington’da defalarca basildigini aktarir. Burnaby’nin bu konudaki
gozlemleri, yalnizca kisisel meraki degil, Bati kamuoyunun da Dogu hakkinda bilgiye olan istahini
ve bu bilginin nasil dolasima sokuldugunu yansitir (Burnaby, 2021, s. 15). Ayrica Burnaby, General
Kauffman’in Tiirkistan cografyasina gelen yabancilar iizerinde ciddi bir denetim uyguladigini belirtir.
Hatta bir ingiliz hizmetciye, The Times gazetesine bilgi icerikli bir mektup géndermesi halinde idam-
la tehdit edildigini aktarir (Burnaby, 2021, s. 15). Bu anlatilar, bilginin yalnizca tiretilmesi degil, ayni
zamanda denetlenmesinin de iktidar agisindan ne kadar kritik oldugunu géstermektedir. Ote yandan
Burnaby, Rus toplumu icerisindeki askeri riitbenin asir1 6nemsenmesine dair ¢arpici bir gézlemde bu-
lunur. Bu durumu su sekilde aktarmaktadir: “Bunu bana bir koylii séyle anlatti: ‘Benim tilkemde bir
adam ancak devletin ekmedini yiyorsa adam sayilir. Uniformasi olmali, bir riitbesi ya da memuriyeti
bulunmalidir. Uretici degil, tiiketici olmalidir. Ancak o zaman saygi gériir.”” (Burnaby, 2021, s. 13)
Bu aktarim, Burnaby’nin gézlem giiciinii ve sosyal yapiya dair farkindaligim1 yansitmakla kalmaz;
ayni zamanda tiretici sinifin diglandig1 ve iktidarin askeri hiyerarsi tizerinden mesrulastirildig1 bir
toplumsal diizeni de ortaya koyar. Tiim bu anlatimlar, Burnaby’nin seyahatinin yalnizca gézleme
dayali bir seyir olmadigini; ayni zamanda bilgi edinme, bilgi iiretme ve bu bilgilerin nasil denetlendi-
gine dair giicli bir farkindalik tagidigini gostermektedir. Seyyahin gézlemleri, bilginin tiretimi kadar,
dolasimi ve kontroliiniin de bir iktidar mekanizmasina nasil dahil edildigini somut 6rneklerle gozler
oniine sermektedir. Burnaby’nin seyahatini farkli ve dikkat ¢ekici kilan en 6énemli unsurlardan biri
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onun kimligidir. Bir asker olarak gerceklestirdigi bu seyahat, gézlemlerini de asker? bir perspektiften
ele almasina neden olmustur. Nitekim seyahatnamesinde, Ruslarin Ttirkistan’daki sinir bélgelerinde
halen haritalarla netlestirilmemis yerlerin varligindan; Tiirkmenlerle Ruslar arasindaki catismalardan,
hanliklarla yapilan askeri ve diplomatik anlagsmalardan ve Rus ordusunun donanimina dair gézlem-
lerden bahsetmektedir. Hatta Kirgiz atlarinin kag kilometre boyunca a¢ kalabilecegi gibi oldukca
teknik detaylara kadar inerek gozlemlerini kaleme almistir. Benzer bir gézlem bigimini, aym yiizyilda
fakat farkl bir cografyada seyahat eden Aleksandr Sergeyevic Puskin’in Kafkasya Yolculugu adl
eserinde de gormek miimkiindiir.

Puskin’in Erzurum Yolculugu, oldukca farkl bir bakig acisiyla kaleme alinmistir. Onun metni, bir im-
paratorluk goérevlisinin yazdigi resmi bir rapordan ziyade, siirgiin edilmis bir sairin sinir bolgelerine
iliskin estetik ve kiiltiirel duyarliliklarla oriilii g6zlemlerini icermektedir. Erzurum’daki Ttirk askerle-
rini betimlerken Pugkin, onlar1 oryantalist bir dille egzotiklestirmek yerine, giindelik yasam pratikle-
rini anlamaya ve bunlar1 okuyucusuna insani yonleriyle aktarmaya c¢alisir. Bu anlatim, seyahatin bir
bilgi toplama eyleminden ziyade, sairane bir bakigla mekan: ve insan1 anlamaya y6neldigini gosterir.
Boylece Pugkin’in metni, dogrudan bir bilgi aktarimi degil; bireysel deneyim, siirsel duyarhilik ve
kiiltiirel g6zlem arasinda konumlanan bir anlatiya dontigiir.

Puskin’in seyahatnamesinde bilgi, bir disiplin ya da denetim arac1 olmaktan ziyade, bireysel dene-
yimlerin ve insani temaslarin iirtinti olarak karsimiza cikar. Bu yaklasim, onun gozlemlerini stratejik
veya yonetsel bir cerceveden uzaklastirarak estetik bir diizleme tasir. Pugkin, Erzurum Yolculugu adli
eserinin 6nsoziinde seyahatinin amacini agikca ifade eder. Ne var ki bu anlatim tarzi, dénemin bazi
Rus entelektiielleri tarafindan olumlu karsilanmamgstir. Ornegin Bulgarin, Pugkin’in notlarini “so-
guk” olarak nitelendirirken, Belinski ise eseri fazla etkileyici bulmamistir (Kaynak, 2012, s. 230). Bu
elestiriler, Puskin’in seyahatnamesinin Rus kamuoyunun beklentilerini karsilamadigini ve onun goz-
lemlerini siparis edilmis bir gérev bilinciyle degil, kendi diisiinsel siizgecinden gecirerek aktardigini
gostermektedir. Elbette Puskin’in yazdiklari, bugiiniin arastirmacilar i¢in dénemin sosyal yapisini,
halklarin giindelik yasamini anlamada degerli bir kaynak niteligi tasimaktadir. Ancak bu bilgilerin
tasidig1 anlam, dogrudan bir iktidar mekanizmasina degil, daha ¢ok bireysel okuyucuya ve sairin
kendi estetik algisina yoneliktir. Nitekim Puskin, Kalmiklar hakkinda kaleme aldig1 pasajda menzil
cevresindeki yasami betimleyerek yalnizca gbzlem yapmakla kalmaz; o gézlemi estetik ve duygusal
bir bicimde isler. Aynm sekilde, Nogay Tiirkleri iizerine aktardig: izlenimler de kdy hayatina iligkin
detayli ve icten bir anlatimi yansitir (Pugkin, 2021, s. 34). Bu yoniiyle Puskin’in metni, oryantalist bir
bakistan ziyade bir insanlik ve kiiltiir gézlemine doniisiir.

Bununla birlikte, Pugkin’in seyahatnamesinde aktardig1 bazi1 gozlemler, metnin genelindeki estetik
ve tarafsiz anlatimi zaman zaman golgede birakacak sekilde dikkat daginikligina neden olabilir. Her
ne kadar Pugkin cogunlukla g6zlemlerini dogrudan ve yargilayici olmayan bir bicimde sunsa da, bazi
pasajlar oryantalist bir bakis agisiyla yazilmis izlenimi uyandirmaktadir. Ornegin Puskin, Kars’ta
banyo yapmak istediginde bir Tiirk hamamcinin kendisini kabul etmedigini, Tiirklerin Ruslara dosta-
ne yaklasmadigini ifade eder. Buna karsilik, bir Ermeni gencin onu evine davet ettigini ve annesinin
kendisine soganli bir yemek ikram ettigini, bu yemegin de hayatinda yedigi en lezzetli yemeklerden
biri oldugunu belirtir (Puskin, 2021, s. 71). Bu anlatim ilk bakista, Tiirkleri dislayici, Ermenileri ise
ylicelten bir karsitlik kuruyormus gibi goriinse de, Puskin’in amacinin yalnizca kisisel deneyimlerini
aktarmak oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Dahasi, Pugkin’in bu tiir g6zlemleri metin boyunca elestirel bir
diizleme de evrilir. Nitekim Rus ordusunun Kars’a girisi sirasinda Ermenilerin “Hiristiyan! Hiristi-
yan!” diye bagirarak seving gosterisinde bulundugunu aktarmasi, yazarin Ermenilerin firsatci tutum-
larin1 da ima ettigini gosterir (Puskin, 2021 ). Bu yoniiyle metin, ylizeydeki dost— diisman ikiliginden
ziyade, isgal altindaki halklarin karmagsik duygusal ve politik reflekslerine dair ¢cok katmanli bir anlat1
sunar. Sonug olarak, Pugkin’in anlatisi yalnizca bir cografyay: betimlemekle kalmaz; ayn1 zamanda
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bireysel algilarin, savas psikolojisinin ve kiiltiirel temaslarin etkisiyle sekillenen bir gézlem tiiriine
donisr.

Puskin’in Cerkeslerle ilgili diisiinceleri de bu baglamda dikkat ¢ekicidir. Ona gore Cerkesler inatci
bir halktir ve onlari teslim almanin yolu, 6ncelikle Tiirklerle olan baglarin1 koparmaktan ge¢cmekte-
dir. Aynica, direnislerinin temelinde dinin bulundugunu ve bu nedenle zorla Incil’in kabul ettirilmesi
gerektigini savunur (Pugkin, 2021, s. 38). Bu goriisler, Pugkin’e oryantalist bir kimlik kazandirir ve
onu Alexander William Kinglake ile ayn1 gruba dahil etmeyi miimkiin kilar. Her iki yazar da doguyu
disaridan bir bakisla anlatmis, bélgenin toplumsal yapisi, insanlari ve gelenekleri hakkinda gézlemler
aktarmistir. Ancak Kinglake, doguyu kiiciimseyici ve karikatiirize bir tislupla tasvir eder; bu yontiyle
Edward Said’in oryantalizm tanimina tam olarak uyan bir drnektir. Puskin ise doguyu bir “6teki”
olarak degil, duygusal ve deneyimsel bir temas alani olarak isler. Foucaultcu bir agidan bakildiginda,
Kinglake iktidar bilgisini yeniden tiretirken, Puskin bu bilgiye alternatif bir sdylem gelistirmektedir.
Puskin gibi gezdigi cografya hakkinda bilgi veren bir diger yazar da Konstantin Nikolayevi¢ Leont-
yevdir.

XIX. ylizyll Rus aydinlarinin 6nemli temsilcilerinden biri olan Konstantin Nikolayevi¢ Leontyev
(1831-1891), diplomat, felsefeci, yazar, edebiyat elestirmeni ve gazetecidir. Leontyev’in 1863-1874
yillar arasindaki yasami ve eserleri, diplomat olarak gérev yaptigi Osmanli imparatorlugu dénemiyle
yakindan iliskilidir. Bu yillarda Girit Adasi, Edirne, Tulca, Yanya ve Selanik’te konsolosluk gorev-
lerinde bulunmus; 1872-1873 yillarinda ise Istanbul ve Adalar’da yasamgtr. Onu Tiirkiye’ye ve
bu topraklarda yasayan halklara baglayan unsur yalmzca gorevi degil, ayn1 zamanda duydugu derin
sevgidir. Bu donemde oldukca verimli bir siire¢ gecirmis, bircok eser kaleme almistir. Leontyev’in
“Tiirkiye’deki Hristiyanlarin Yasamindan” adl eseri ilk kez 1876 yilinda bagimsiz bir kitap olarak
yayimlanmig, Dogu hikayelerini de bu dénemde yazmistir (Rami, 2016, s. 161).

Leontyev, Tiirkiye’ye geldikten sonra yogun bir calisma dénemine girmistir. Buradaki yeni yasam ve
atmosfer, onun dini, politik ve toplumsal konular {izerine arastirma, makale ve edebi eserler yazma-
sina imkan saglamistir. Yazar, dénemin Tirkleri ve Yunanlar1 hakkinda kiymetli bilgiler sunar. Sii-
rekli devam eden savaglarin bu halklarin 6rf ve adetlerine etkisini vurgulayan Leontyev, 1821 Yunan
ayaklanmasiyla ilgili olarak her iki tarafin esirlerine dair dikkat cekici gozlemler aktarir (Rami, 2016,
s. 166). Bu olaylarda, Yunanlarin Tiirk kadinlarina karsi tutumu ile Tiirklerin esirlere yaklagimini
kargilagtirarak, toplumsal deger farkliliklarini gézler 6ntine serer.

Leontyev, Tiirklerin ve Yunanlarin zaman zaman birlikte yiyip icmelerine ragmen aralarindaki “cfke
kivilcimlarim” da gozlemlemistir. Eserlerinde bu iki halkin yasam bicimlerini, 6rf ve adetlerini, ah-
laki ve ailevi degerlerini, siyasi ve dini bakis acilarin1 karakterler iizerinden yansitmistir. Tiirk aile
kavramina dair degerlendirmesinde, “Miisliiman ailesinin ideali Hristiyan ailesinden daha asagi-
dadir; fakat Tiirklerin kisisel derecesi, toplumsal kogullari onlar1 kendi ailesine, soyuna ve ocagina
daha ¢ok baglamistir. Onlarda aile huzuruna bliyiik bir sempati vardir” ifadelerini kullanir (Duranli,
2012, s. 482).

Leontyev’i etkileyen unsurlardan biri de Tiirklerin genel olarak Ruslara ve Rusya’ya karsi olumlu
tutumudur. Yazar, “Biz Ruslar, Tiirkiye ile aramizdaki tiim savaslara ragmen Bati Avrupalilardan
cok Tiirklerin hosuna gittik. Disiplinimiz, sayginligimiz ve uysalligimiz onlari biiyiiltiyor. Giiciimiize
imreniyor, bizi birbirlerine érnek gdsteriyorlar” sozleriyle bu gézlemini dile getirir (Duranli, 2012,
s. 482).

Leontyev’in eserleri, halklarin kaderleri ve tarihsel gecmislerini kapsayan genis bir epik tablo su-
nar. Tiirkiye ve Tiirklere yonelik olumsuz bir yaklasimi bulunmamakta; aksine kahramanlarinin
karakterleri, asklari, catismalar1 ve karsilagsmalar1 araciligiyla Tiirkler ve Yunanlarin i¢ ice gec-
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mis yasamlarini anlamaya ¢alismaktadir. Onun eserlerinde ask ve nefret, iyi ve kotii i¢ ice gec-
migtir. Tirkiye’ye biiyiik bir sevgiyle yaklasan Leontyev, yasadig1 zorluklara ve gorevlerine rag-
men yazilarim ne “bilgi iktidar1” ne de “oryantalist” bir baglamda kaleme almistir. Dogu’ya,
ozellikle Osmanh topraklarina gelisi; farkli bir yasam tarzi, zengin etnografik ortam ve kiiltii-
rel cesitlilik icinde, Rusya’dayken uzun siire aradigi yasamin anlamini bulmasina katki saglamis-
fir.

SONUC

Bu calisma, seyahatnamelerin yalnizca gezginlerin bireysel deneyimlerini degil, ayn1 zamanda done-
min siyasi, kiiltiirel ve iktidar iligkilerini yansitan ¢cok katmanli belgeler oldugunu ortaya koymakta-
dir. A. W. Kinglake’in eserinde oryantalizmin klasik 6zellikleri —dogunun dislanmasi, asagilanmasi
ve egzotiklestirilmesi— acik bicimde goriiliirken, bu metin Bati’nin hegemonik bilgi iiretim siireci-
nin bir parcasi olarak islev gérmektedir. Burnaby’nin seyahatnamesi ise bilgi ile iktidar arasindaki
yakin iliskiyi ortaya koyar. Burnaby yalnizca bir gozlemci degil, ayn: zamanda emperyal ¢ikarlarin
savunucusu olarak bilgi tiretmekte; bu bilginin yayilmasinin iktidar miicadelelerinde ne denli kritik
oldugunu gostermektedir. Ote yandan Pugkin’in metinleri, klasik oryantalist anlat1 kaliplarinin digina
cikarak bireysel deneyim ve kiiltiirel gozlemler tizerinden alternatif bir bilgi iiretimi sunar. Bu yo-
niiyle Puskin, iktidar yapilarinin belirledigi hegemonik sdylemlere karsi daha insani ve ¢ok sesli bir
bakis acis1 gelistirmektedir. Benzer bicimde, Konstantin Leontyev de Dogu’yu ve 6zellikle Osmanlh
toplumunu gozlemlerken oryantalist bir bakistan uzak, empatik ve ¢ok boyutlu bir yaklasim benim-
semistir. Tlrkiye’ye duydugu samimi ilgi ve sevgisi, onu doguyu kiiciimseyen bir anlat1 yerine kiil-
tiirel gesitliligi anlamaya ¢alisan bir gézlemci haline getirmistir. Leontyev’in eserlerinde Tiirkler ve
Yunanlar arasindaki toplumsal iliskiler, dini ve ahlaki degerler tarafsiz bir gozle sunulmakta; boylece
bilgi, iktidarin degil, insani tecriibenin bir yansimasi haline gelmektedir. Sonug olarak, seyahatname-
ler yalnizca tarihsel belgeler degil; aym zamanda bilgi ve iktidar iligkilerinin kesigiminde sekillenen
sOylemsel alanlardir. Seyyahlarin kimlikleri, bakis agilar1 ve amaglari, tirettikleri bilginin icerigini
ve anlamini dogrudan belirler. Bu nedenle tarih yaziminda seyahatnameleri degerlendirirken, onlarin
epistemolojik konumlarini ve dénemin iktidar dinamikleriyle olan iligkilerini g6z éniinde bulundur-
mak, tarihsel gercekligi daha derinlemesine kavramamiza katki saglar.
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Yabana Dil Olarak Tiirkce Ogretiminde
Kullanilan Yontem ve Tekniklerin Kuramsal ve
Uygulamah Acidan Incelenmesi

Shrouq JEBRIL!

Ozet

Bu calisma, yabanci dil olarak Tiirkce 6gretiminde kullanilan yontem ve teknikleri hem kuramsal
hem de uygulamali boyutlariyla nitel aragtirma yaklasimiyla incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Aragtirma,
2025 yilinda Urdiin ve Tiirkiye’de farkl iiniversitelerde gérev yapan toplam 12 Tiirkce 6gretmeniyle
yiirtitiilmiistiir. Veri toplama siireci, yar1 yapilandirilmis goriismeler yoluyla gerceklestirilmis olup,
her goriisme yaklasik 15-30 dakika stirmiistiir. Goriismeler, 6gretmenlerin sinif ici uygulamalari,
deneyimleri ve farkl 6gretim yaklasimlarinin etkinligi {izerine odaklanmistir. Arastirmaci, kendi rol
ve etkisini géz oniinde bulundurarak ényargiyr minimize etmeye calismis ve goriismelerin gecer-
lik ve giivenilirligi icin dikkatli kayit ve dogrulama siirecleri uygulanmigtir. Toplanan veriler, icerik
analizi yontemiyle sistematik olarak degerlendirilmis; yontemlerin giiclii ve zayif yonleri, simf ici
uygulamalardaki farkliliklar ve 6grenci merkezli uygulanabilirlik analiz edilmistir. Bulgular, dogru-
dan 6gretmen alintilariyla desteklenmis ve kuramsal cerceveyle iliskilendirilmistir. Arastirma, ku-
ramsal temeller ile sinif ici uygulama arasindaki iliskiyi ortaya koymay1 ve yabanci dil olarak Tiirk-
ce dgretiminde yontem bilimi perspektifine 6zgiin katkilar saglamay1 hedeflemektedir.On bulgular,
Dil Bilgisi-Ceviri Yéntemi, Dogrudan Yontem, Iletisimsel Yaklasim ve Gérev Temelli Ogretim gibi
yontemlerin farkli baglamlarda nasil uygulandigini géstermektedir. Ozellikle iletisimsel yaklasim ve
gorev temelli 6gretim, 6gretmenlerin sinif i¢i caligmalarinda 6n plana ¢cikmakta; 6gretmenler mevcut
kosullara gore yontemleri harmanlayarak (eklektik yaklasim) uygulamaktadir. Arastirma, yabancilara
Tiirkce 6gretiminde hem kuramsal hem de uygulamali bir perspektif sunmakta; 6gretmenlerin goriis-
leri araciligiyla yéntemlerin etkinligi ve uygulanabilirligini ortaya koymaktadir. Beklenen sonuclar,
farkli yontemlerin birlikte ve amaca uygun olarak kullanilmasinin 6grenme siirecine katki sagladigi-
n1 ve Tirkgenin yabanci dil olarak 6gretiminde daha etkili sonuclar elde edilmesini géstermektedir.
Arastirmanin sinirliliklari arasinda 6rneklem sayisinin gérece sinirli olmasi, zaman ve mekan kisitlar
ve belirli tiniversitelerle sinirli veri toplama siirecleri yer almaktadir. Bu nedenle, sonuglarin genelle-
nebilirligi dikkatle yorumlanmalidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yabancilara Tiirkce Ogretimi, Yontem, Teknik, Ogretmen Goriisleri, Nitel Aras-
tirma, Eklektik Yaklasim, Icerik Analizi.
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Abstract

This study aims to examine the methods and techniques used in teaching Turkish as a foreign lan-
guage from both theoretical and practical perspectives using a qualitative research approach. The
research was conducted in 2025 with a total of 12 Turkish language teachers working at various uni-
versities in Jordan and Turkey. Data collection was carried out through semi-structured interviews,
each lasting approximately 15-30 minutes. The interviews focused on teachers’ classroom practices,
experiences, and the effectiveness of different teaching approaches. The researcher took into account
their own role and influence to minimize bias, and careful recording and verification procedures were
applied to ensure the validity and reliability of the interviews. The collected data were systematically
analyzed using content analysis; the strengths and weaknesses of the methods, differences in class-
room applications, and student-centered applicability were examined. The findings were supported
by direct teacher quotations and related to the theoretical framework. The study aims to reveal the
relationship between theoretical foundations and classroom practices, providing a unique contribu-
tion to the methodology of teaching Turkish as a foreign language. Preliminary findings show how
methods such as the Grammar-Translation Method, Direct Method, Communicative Approach, and
Task-Based Learning are applied in different contexts. In particular, the communicative approach and
task-based instruction are prominent in teachers’ classroom practices, and teachers apply methods
flexibly according to the situation using an eclectic approach. The study provides both theoretical and
practical perspectives on teaching Turkish to foreigners, highlighting the effectiveness and applicabi-
lity of methods through teachers’ insights. The expected results indicate that the combined and purpo-
se-driven use of different methods contributes to the learning process and leads to more effective
outcomes in teaching Turkish as a foreign language. The limitations of the study include the relatively
small sample size, time and location constraints, and data collection limited to specific universities.
Therefore, the generalizability of the findings should be interpreted with caution.

Keywords: Teaching Turkish As A Foreign Language, Method, Technique, Teacher Perceptions, Qu-
alitative Research, Eclectic Approach, Content Analysis.

GIRIS

Gliniimiizde yabanci dil 6grenimi, bireylerin kiiltiirel, ekonomik ve akademik yasaminda giderek
daha 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Kiiresellesmenin etkisiyle farkl kiiltiirlerle iletisim kurma ihtiyaci
artmis ve yabanci dil 68retimi, yalnizca bir egitim alan1 olmaktan cikarak toplumsal ve kiiltiirel etki-
lesimin temel unsurlarindan biri haline gelmistir. Avrupa Dilleri Ortak Cerceve Programi (CEFR) gibi
uluslararasi standartlarin yayginlasmasi, yabanci dil 6gretimini daha sistematik, 6lctilebilir ve 6grenci

merkezli bir yapiya kavusturmustur. Bu gelismeler, dil 6gretiminde kullanilan yontem ve tekniklerin
niteligini ve 6grenme siirecinin basarisini dogrudan etkileyen kritik bir unsur haline getirmistir.

Ozellikle yabanc dil olarak Tiirkce 6gretimi (YDTO), son yillarda 6nemli bir ivme kazanmugtir. Tiir-
kiye’nin uluslararasi iligkilerinin artmasi ve kiiltiirel diplomasi faaliyetleri sayesinde Tiirkce, diinya
genelinde talep goren bir yabanci dil haline gelmistir. Bu baglamda, yabanci dil olarak Tiirkge 6greti-
minde kullanilan yontemlerin cesitliligi, 6gretim siirecinin etkinligini dogrudan etkilemektedir.

Yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde uygulanan yontem ve teknikler, genellikle iletisimsel yaklasim,
dilbilgisi-ceviri yontemi, dogrudan yéntem, gorev temelli 68retim ve eklektik yaklagim gibi farkl
kuramsal temellere dayanmaktadir. Her yontemin 68renci motivasyonu, sinf ici etkilesim ve dilin
islevsel kullanim {izerindeki etkisi farkhidir. Ornegin, iletisimsel yaklasim 6grencilerin dili giinliik
yasamda etkin bicimde kullanmasini saglarken, dilbilgisi-ceviri yontemi daha ¢ok akademik dogru-
luga ve yapisal farkindaliga odaklanmaktadir. Bu farkliliklar, 6gretmenlerin derslerinde kullandiklar
teknikleri secerken esnek ve bilingli bir pedagojik yaklasim sergilemelerini gerektirmektedir.
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Aragtirmalar, 6gretmenlerin yontem seciminde cesitli zorluklarla kargilasugim géstermektedir. Og-
rencilerin yas, ana dil, 6grenme tarz1 ve hedef dil kullanma amaclar1 gibi bireysel farkliliklar, tek bir
yontemin tiim ihtiyaclan karsilamasim giiclestirmektedir. Bu nedenle bircok 6gretmen, farkli yon-
temlerin giiclii yonlerini birlestiren eklektik yaklasimi benimsemekte ve ders igerigini duruma gore
uyarlamaktadir.

Bu calismada, 2025 yilinda Urdiin ve Tiirkiye’de farkl iiniversitelerde gérev yapan toplam 12 Tiirkce
ogretmeni ile yar yapilandirilmis goriismeler yoluyla veri toplanmistir. Her gériisme yaklasik 15-30
dakika siirmiis, 6gretmenlerin sinif ici uygulamalari, deneyimleri ve yontemlerin etkinligi iizerine
odaklanilmigtir. Arastirmaci, kendi rol ve etkisini g6z 6niinde bulundurarak 6nyargiyr minimize et-
meye calismis ve goriismelerin gecerlik ile giivenilirligini saglamak icin titiz kayit ve dogrulama
siirecleri uygulamistir.

Bu baglamda, ¢alismanin amaci, yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde kullanilan yontem ve tekniklerin
Ogretmen gortisleri araciligiyla etkinligini ve uygulanabilirligini ortaya koymak, kuramsal cerceve
ile simif ici uygulama arasindaki iligkiyi sistematik olarak incelemektir. Yontem tercihleri, yalmizca
Ogretim siirecinin kalitesini degil, 6grencilerin 6grenme deneyimini ve Tiirkceye kargi tutumunu da
sekillendirmektedir.

AMAC VE ONEM

Bu arastirmanin temel amaci, yabanci dil olarak Tiirkce 6gretiminde kullanilan yontem ve teknikleri
kuramsal temelleri ile simif ici uygulamalar arasindaki iligkiyi ortaya koyacak sekilde incelemektir.
Calisma, 6gretmenlerin ders siirecinde hangi yontemleri hangi gerekcelerle tercih ettiklerini belirle-
meyi; bu yontemlerin 6grenicilerin iletisimsel, biligsel ve duyussal gelisimleri {izerindeki etkilerini
ogretmen goriisleri araciligiyla analiz etmeyi hedeflemektedir.

Arastirma kapsaminda, iletisimsel yaklasim, gorev temelli 6gretim, dogrudan yontem ve dil bilgi-
si—ceviri yontemi gibi yaygin 6gretim yaklasimlar1 giiclii ve simirli yonleri agisindan karsilastirma-
l1 bigimde ele alinmistir. Ayrica goriisme verilerinden hareketle, 6gretmenlerin uygulamada en ¢ok
bagvurdugu teknikler, bu tekniklerin 68renci katilimi iizerindeki etkisi ve yontem seciminde dikkate
alinan olciitler sistematik bicimde degerlendirilmistir.

Bu calismanin 6nemi, yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde yontem ve teknik secimine iliskin uygulamaya
dayali kamit sunmasi ve 6gretim siireclerini gelistirmeye yonelik pedagojik cikarimlar {iretmesidir.
Elde edilen bulgularin, 6gretmenlerin sinif i¢i uygulamalarin1 daha bilingli planlamalarina yardimci
olacagi; d6grencilerin ise daha kalici, anlamli ve iletisim odakli 6grenme deneyimleri yasayacagi 6n-
goriilmektedir.

Bunun yani sira arastirma, alanyazinda sinif i¢i uygulamalarin 6gretmen goriisleriyle birlikte ele alin-
dig1 calismalarin sinirhh olmasi nedeniyle, teorik ve uygulamali boyutu bir araya getiren 6zgiin bir
katki sunmay1 amaglamaktadir. Calismanin sonuglari, gelecekte yapilacak arastirmalar i¢in hem ku-
ramsal hem de yontemsel bir temel olusturacaktir.

PROBLEM CUMLESi
Bu arastirmanin temel problemi su sekilde ifade edilebilir:

Yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde kullanilan yontem ve teknikler, sinif ici uygulamalarda ne 6lgiide
etkili olmakta ve bu yontemlerin 6grenme siirecine yansimalari1 6gretmen goriislerine gore nasil de-
gerlendirilmektedir?

Bu temel problem dogrultusunda ¢alismay1 ayrintilandirmak amaciyla asagidaki alt problemler olus-
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turulmustur:
Ogretmenler yabana dil olarak Tiirkge 6gretiminde hangi yontemleri tercih etmektedir?

Yontem secimine etki eden faktorler (68renci diizeyi, 6grenme hedefleri, materyal yapisi, sinif ve
kurum kosullar1 vb.) nelerdir?

Kullanilan yéntemlerin 6grencilerin temel dil becerileri (dinleme, konusma, okuma, yazma) iizerin-
deki etkileri 6gretmenler tarafindan nasil degerlendirilmektedir?

Farkl kiiltiirel ve dilsel gecmise sahip 6grencilere 6gretim yapilirken yontem seciminde ne tiir degi-
siklikler ortaya ¢ikmaktadir?

Ogretmenlerin ders iginde en etkili buldugu teknikler (rol oynama, diyalog, gorsel-isitsel araglar, tek-
noloji destekli uygulamalar vb.) nelerdir ve bu teknikler hangi amaclarla kullanilmaktadir?

Ogretmenlerin yontemleri harmanlayarak (eklektik yaklasim) kullanma egilimleri nasildir ve bu ter-
cihin pedagojik gerekceleri nelerdir?

Bu alt problemler dogrultusunda toplanan nitel veriler, 6gretim yontemlerinin simif ici etkililigini
ayrintili bicimde analiz etmeye imkan vermekte; boylece kuramsal cerceve ile uygulamadaki gercek
durum arasindaki iligki biitiinciil bicimde ortaya ¢ikarilmaktadir. Calisma, 6gretmen goriislerinden
hareketle yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde yontem secimine iligskin farkindaligi artirmay: ve alan ya-
zindaki uygulama temelli boslugu doldurmay1 hedeflemektedir.

KURAMSAL CERCEVE: YONTEM VE TEKNiKLERIN TEORIK TEMELLERI

Yabanci dil 6gretiminde yontem ve tekniklerin se¢imi, 6grenme siirecinin niteligini dogrudan belir-
leyen temel unsurlardan biridir. Bu yontemler, hem 6gretim hedeflerine ulasmay1 kolaylastirmakta
hem de 6grenicilerin bilissel, duyussal ve iletisimsel becerilerinin gelismesini destekleyen pedagojik
araclar olarak islev gormektedir. Yontem ve tekniklerin kuramsal temellere dayandirilmasi, sinif ici
uygulamalarin sistematik ve amaca uygun sekilde yiiriitiilmesini saglar (Maden, 2013; Ellis, 2018).

Maden (2013) ve Lightbown & Spada (2013, 2022), yontemin yalnizca bir tercih degil, 68renicinin
motivasyonu, derse katilimi ve dil gelisimi tizerinde belirleyici bir rol oynadigini vurgulamaktadir.
Uygun yontemlerin se¢imi, 6grencilerin elestirel diisiinme, problem ¢ézme ve iletisim becerilerini
gelistirmelerine katki sunar. Dogan (1989) ve Soyupek (2004) ise yontemi, 6gretim hedefleri ile der-
sin ¢iktilar arasinda sistematik bir bag kuran pedagojik bir ¢erceve olarak tanimlamaktadir. Richards
& Rodgers (2001) ve Ortega (2020) da yontemlerin 6grenme siireclerini yapilandirmada ve 6gretim
materyallerinin etkin kullaniminda kritik bir rol oynadigini belirtmektedir.

YABANCILARA TURKCE OGRETIMINDE YAYGIN OLARAK KULLANILAN YONTEM-
LER

Dil Bilgisi-Ceviri Yontemi

Tarih boyunca klasik dil 6gretiminde kullanilan bu yontem, 6grencilerin dil bilgisi kurallarim 6gre-
nip ¢eviri yoluyla anlamlandirmasini saglar. Ancak iletisimsel becerilere simirli yer verir ve gercek
yasam baglamlarindan uzak olabilir (Richards & Rodgers, 2001).

Dogrudan Yontem

Bu yontemde 6gretim tamamen hedef dil aracilifiyla ytriitiiliir. Dil bilgisi kurallar1 dogrudan agik-
lanmaz; 6grencinin dili dogal baglaminda anlamlandirmasi beklenir. Gorsel ve isitsel materyallerin
yogun kullanimi, 6grencinin hedef dilde diisiinmesini ve iletisimsel yeterliligini gelistirmeyi amaclar
(Tomlinson, 2011; Hall, 2020).
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Iletisimsel Yaklasim (Communicative Approach)

1970’lerden itibaren yayginlasan bu yaklasim, dili éncelikle bir iletisim araci olarak ele alir. Dil bilgi-
si geri planda tutulur; anlaml iletisim kurma ve gercek yagam durumlarina dayal etkilesim 6n plana
cikar. Giiniimiizde yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde en ¢ok kullanilan yaklasimlardan biridir (Ellis,
2018; Hinkel, 2021).

Gorev Temelli Ogretim (Task-Based Learning)

Ogrenme siireci, 6grencinin anlaml ve gercek yasamla iligkili gorevleri yerine getirmesi iizerine ya-
pilandirilir. Bu gérevler, 6grencinin dili dogal olarak kullanmasini saglar; 6gretmen ise siireci rehber-
lik ederek yonlendirir. Bu yaklagim, 6zellikle iist diizey biligsel ve iletisimsel becerilerin gelismesine
katki saglar (Ortega, 2020; Saito & Lyster, 2021).

SINIF ICi UYGULAMA TEKNIKLERIi

Yontemlerin etkili uygulanabilmesi icin uygun tekniklerin secimi énemlidir. Baslica teknikler sun-
lardr:

Rol Oynama (Role Play): Ger¢ek yasam durumlarini canlandirarak iletisim becerilerini gelistirme.
Diyalog Calismalar:: Giinliik konusma ve gorev odakli iletisimi destekler.

Gorsel Materyaller: Kavram ve kelime 68renimini somutlastirir, kalici 6grenmeyi artirir.

Esli veya Grup Cahgmalarn: s birligine dayal 6grenmeyi tesvik eder.

Senaryo Temelli Etkinlikler: Ogrencilerin dili ger¢ek baglamda kullanmasin saglar.

Teknolojik Araclar: Akill tahta, ses ve video kayitlari, ¢evrim igi uygulamalar (Kahoot, Quizlet,
Wordwall vb.) dersleri daha etkilesimli ve motive edici hale getirir (Godwin-Jones, 2019).

Bu tekniklerin yontemlerle uyumlu sekilde planlanmasi, 6grencilerin derse katilhmini artirmakta ve
ozellikle iletisimsel becerilerin gelisimine, 6grenmenin kaliciligina ve motivasyonun yiikselmesine
katki saglamaktadir.

YONTEM
Arastirmamin Modeli / Deseni

Bu arastirma, nitel arastirma desenine dayali olarak yiiriitiilmiistiir. Nitel arastirma, olaylar1 veya
algilan dogal ortamlarinda gercekgi bir sekilde ele alarak, bireylerin tutum, davranis ve deneyim-
lerini anlamay1 amaglar (Yildinm & Simsek, 2013). Arastirmada veri toplama yontemi olarak yar1
yapilandirilmis gériisme teknigi kullanilmistir. Goriismeler, katilimcilarin deneyimlerini, algilarinm
ve yontem tercihlerini derinlemesine ortaya koymak icin etkili bir aractir (Yildirnnm & Simsek, 2008).

Evren / Orneklem / Katthmalar

Arastirmanin evrenini, 2025 yilinda Urdiin’de yabancilara Tiirkce 6greten 6gretmenler ve Tiirkiye’de
farkh tiniversitelerde gérev yapan toplam 12 Tiirkce 68retmeni olusturmustur. Katilimcilar, Tiirkce
ogretiminde aktif olarak ders veren ve farkli kurumsal yapilarda deneyim kazanmis égretmenlerden
secilmistir. Bu cesitlilik, yontem ve tekniklerin farkl egitim ortamlarindaki uygulanabilirligini kargi-
lastirmali olarak incelemeye olanak saglamistir (Demirkazik, 2019).

Veri Toplama Siireci ve Araclari

Veri toplama siirecinde, gecerlik ve giivenilirlik ilkeleri gozetilerek hazirlanan yar1 yapilandirilmig
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gorisme formu kullamlmigtir. Her goriisme 15-30 dakika siirmiis olup, 6gretmenlerin yontem ter-
cihleri, yontem secimini etkileyen faktorler, sinif ici teknikler, teknolojik ara¢ kullanimi ve eklektik
yaklasimlar: degerlendirmeleri hedeflenmistir. Bu yaklasim, katihmcilarin bakis agilarini, 6znel de-
neyimlerini, duygularini ve algilarini ortaya koymada oldukca etkilidir (Yildinm & $imsek, 2013).

Verilerin Analizi

Toplanan veriler, nitel veri analizinde sik kullanilan icerik analizi yontemiyle ¢6ziimlemistir. Analiz
siirecinde 6nce veriler kodlanmis, ardindan benzer kodlar temalar altinda birlestirilmis ve 6gretmen
goriigleri baglamsal olarak yorumlanmistir. Bulgularin dogrulugunu artirmak amaciyla arastirmaci
notlar1 ve goriisme coziimlemeleri birlikte degerlendirilmistir. Bu siirecte betimsel analizden de ya-
rarlanilarak, 6gretmen goriisleri acik ve sistematik bicimde sunulmustur (Yildirnm & Simsek, 2008).

Arastirmanin Gecgerligi ve Giivenirligi

Katilmcilarin kimlikleri kodlarla (01, 02, O3 vb.) gizlenmis, veriler miimkiin olan en dogal ve ta-
rafsiz ortamda toplanmistir. Kodlar aras1 uyum kontrol edilerek, Miles ve Huberman (2015) formiili
ile giivenirlik saglanmistir.

Arastirmacinin Rolii

Arastirmaci, goriigme formunu hazirlamis, verileri kodlamig ve bulgular analiz ederek yorumlamis-
tir. Boylece hem kuramsal bilgi hem de simif ici uygulamalar arasindaki iliski sistematik bicimde
incelenmistir.

BULGULAR

2025 yilinda Urdiin ve Tiirkiye’de farkl iiniversitelerde gérev yapan 12 Tiirkce dgretmeni ile yapilan
yar1 yapilandirilmis goriismelerin bulgular sunulmaktadir. Goriismeler, 6gretmenlerin yontem ter-
cihleri, simif ici teknikler, teknolojik ara¢ kullamimi ve eklektik yaklasimlar1 hakkindaki gériislerini
kapsamaktadir. Bulgular, her soru icin kisa 6zetler ve tablolar halinde diizenlenmistir.

SORU 1: Yabana Dil Olarak Tiirkce Ogretiminde Hangi Yéntemleri Kullamyorsunuz? Neden?

Ogretmen Cevap
01 “Biligsel yontem. Ders isleyisine uygun, 6grencilerin aktif katilimini sagliyor.”
02 “Karisik/Yontemler. Farkli ihtiyaglar karsilayan yontemlerin birlesimi.”
03 “Iletisimsel ve Gorev Temelli. Ogrencilerin iletisim becerilerini ve motivasyonunu artirir.”
04 “Iletisimsel Yaklagim ve Gorev Temelli. Dilin iletisim araci olarak kullanilmasim saglar.”
05 “Modern ve Klasik Yontemler Harman. Etkilesim temelli 6gretim, gorseller ve materyallerle destekli.”
06 “Eklektik Yaklasim. Dersin hedef ve dgrencilerin seviyesine gore esnek uyarlanir.”
07 “Iletigimsel yaklagim agirlikli. Ogrencilerin konugma ve dinleme becerilerini gelistirmeye odaklantyorum.”
08 “Gorev temelli yontem ve gorsel destekli etkinlikler. Ogrencilerin anlamli 6grenmesini sagliyor.”
09 “Dil bilgisi-geviri ve iletisimsel yaklasim kombinasyonu. Hem gramer hem iletisim dgretiyorum.”
010 “Iletisimsel yaklasim ve gorev temelli harman. Ogrencilerin motivasyonunu artirtyor.”
011 “Modern yontem agirlikls; iletisim ve gorev temelli aktivitelerle ders igliyorum.”
012 “Gorev temelli ve iletisimsel yontemler. Ogrencilerin dogal 6grenmesini sagliyor.”

Ozet: Ogretmenler genellikle iletisimsel ve gérev temelli yontemleri tercih ediyor; eklektik veya
karisik yaklagimlar ise farkli 6grencilerin ihtiyaclarina uyum saglamak icin kullaniliyor.
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SORU 2: Yontem Secimini Hangi Kriterlere Goére Yapiyorsunuz?

Ogretmen Cevap
01 “Ogrenci diizeyi, hedefler, materyal.”
02 “Ogrencilerin ihtiyaclar ve 6grenme tarzlar1.”
03 “Dil seviyesi, ders amaci, materyal uygunlugu.”
04 “Ogrencilerin dil becerileri, hedefler ve igerik.”
05 “Ogrenci ilgisi, seviyeler ve ders siiresi.”
06 “Esneklik, bireysel ihtiyaglar, teknoloji kullanimi.”
07 “Ogrencilerin ilgi ve motivasyonu, smif biiyiikligii.”
08 “Dersin hedefleri, 6grenci diizeyi ve materyal uygunlugu.”
09 “Ogrenci seviyesi, ders siiresi, hedefler.”
010 “Ogrencilerin ilgi alanlari, dil seviyesi ve materyal uygunlugu.”
0o11 “Ogrencilerin grenme tarzi1 ve ders hedefleri.”
012 “Ders hedefleri, 6grenci diizeyi ve materyal uygunlugu.”

Ozet: Yontem secimi cogunlukla égrencinin diizeyi, ders hedefleri ve materyal uygunlugu temel ali-
narak yapilmaktadir.

SORU 3: Kullamlan Yéntemlerin Ogrenciler Uzerindeki Etkileri

Ogretmen Cevap
01 “Ogrencilerin motivasyonu ve katilimi artiyor.”
02 “Her 6grencinin kendine uygun 6grenme yontemi ile gelisim saglaniyor.”
03 “Konusma, dinleme ve yazma becerilerinde ilerleme.”
04 “Ogrencilerin iletisim becerileri ve 6zgiiveni artryor.”
05 “Farkl1 seviyelerde 6grenim kazanimi saglantyor.”
06 “Ders i¢i katilim ve grencilerin 6grenme motivasyonu arttyor.”
07 “Katilim artiyor ve dgrencilerin dzgiiveni yiikseliyor.”
08 “Ogrencilerin dil iiretimi artiyor ve iletisim becerileri gelisiyor.”
09 “Konusma ve yazma becerilerinde geligim goézleniyor.”
010 “Ogrencilerin katilimi ve dil iiretimi artryor.”
011 “Dil iiretimi ve iletisim becerileri gelisiyor.”
o12 “Konusma, yazma ve dinleme becerilerinde ilerleme.”

Ozet: Kullanilan yéntemler 6grencilerin motivasyonunu, katilimini ve iletisimsel becerilerini artiri-
yor.

SORU 4: Derslerde Hangi Teknikleri Daha Etkili Buluyorsunuz?

Ogretmen Cevap
01 “Rol oynama, diyalog, gorseller.”
02 “Rol oynama, 6grenci etkilesimi, senaryo ¢alismalar1.”
03 “Rol oynama, diyalog ¢alismalari, esli etkinlikler.”
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04 “Gorseller, diyalog, rol oynama.”

05 “Senaryolu uygulamalar, video ve gorseller.”

06 “Rol oynama, diyalog, gorsel ve dijital materyaller.”
07 “Diyalog ve rol oynama etkinlikleri.”

08 “Gorseller, senaryo caligmalar1 ve grup etkinlikleri.”
09 “Rol oynama ve diyalog ¢alismalari.”

010 “Senaryo temelli ve grup etkinlikleri.”

011 “Rol oynama, esli etkinlikler ve diyalog.”

012 “Gorsel materyaller, senaryo ve rol oynama.”

Ozet: Ogretmenler rol oynama, diyalog ve gorselleri en etkili teknikler olarak goriiyor; senaryo te-
melli ve grup etkinlikleri motivasyonu artiriyor.

SORU 5: Teknolojik Araclar1 Derslerde Nasil Kullaniyorsunuz?

Ogretmen Cevap
01 “Akilli tahta ve ¢evrimigi uygulamalar kullaniyor.”
o2 “Akill tahta, ses ve video kayitlari, sarkilar.”
03 “Kahoot, Quizlet, Wordwall, ses-video kayitlar1.”
04 “Akall tahta ile gorselleri ve interaktif aligtirmalar1 gosteriyor.”
05 “Cevrim i¢i uygulamalar ve dijital materyallerle pekistirme.”
06 “Teknolojik araglar1 6grencilerin katilimini artirmak i¢in kullaniyor.”
07 “Kahoot ve Quizlet ile interaktif tekrarlar.”
08 “Akill1 tahta ve gevrimigi oyunlar.”
09 “Ses-video kayzitlar1 ve ¢evrimigi quizler.”
010 “Kahoot, Quizlet ve Wordwall uygulamalar1.”
o11 “Akill1 tahta ve g¢evrimigi uygulamalar.”
012 “Cevrimi¢i uygulamalar ve video destekleri.”

Ozet: Teknolojik araclar dersleri interaktif ve gorsel olarak zenginlestiriyor, 6grencilerin motivasyo-
nunu ve 6grenme siirecini destekliyor.

SORU 6: Klasik Yontemlerle Modern Yontemler Arasindaki Farklari1 Nasil Gozlemliyorsunuz?

Ogretmen Cevap
01 “Dil bilgisi-¢evri yontemi kurallara odaklanirken, iletisimsel yontem konusma pratigi saglar.”
02 “Klasik yontemler pasif, modern yontemler aktif; 6grenciler rehber 6gretmenle dgreniyor.”
03 “Modern yontemler dinleme, konusma, yazma ve okuma becerilerini entegre gelistiriyor.”
04 “Klasik yontemler grameri gili¢lendirir, modern yontemler iletisim becerilerini.”
05 “Modern yontemler motivasyonu artirir, dersleri daha aktif hale getirir.”
06 “Klasik yontemler temel bilgi verir, modern yontemler uygulamali 6grenmeyi destekler.”
07 “Modern yontemler 6grencinin aktif katilimini saglar, klasik yontem temel bilgiyi verir.”
08 “Klasik yontemler bilgi verir, modern yontemler uygulamaya odaklanir.”
09 “Modern yontemler pratik yapmayi artirir, klasik yontem gramer temeli saglar.”
010 “Modern yontemler daha aktif 6grenme saglar, klasik yontem temel dil bilgisini verir.”
011 “Modern yontemler katilimi artirtyor, klasik yontem bilgi temelini sagliyor.”
012 “Modern yontemler 6grenciyi aktif 6grenmeye yonlendirir, klasik yontem bilgi verir.”

Ozet: Modern yontemler aktif ve iletisim odakli, klasik yontemler temel dil bilgisi kazandiriyor;
dengeli kullanim daha etkili.

150




SORU 7: Yontemleri Harmanlayarak (Eklektik Yaklasim) Kullaniyor Musunuz? Neden?

Ogretmen Cevap
01 “Evet, yontemlerin giiglii yonlerinden faydalaniyorum.”
02 “Evet, her konuya uygun farkl: etkinlik se¢cmek gerekiyor.”
03 “Evet, dil bilgisi-gevri ile iletisimsel yaklasim1 dengeli kullantyorum.”
04 “Evet, sinif dinamigine ve dgrencilerin seviyesine gore uyarliyorum.”
05 “Evet, modern ve klasik yontemleri birlestirerek etkili 6grenme sagliyorum.”
06 “Evet, 0grencilerin farkli ihtiyaglarina gore yontemleri harmanlryorum.”
07 “Evet, 6grencilerin ihtiyaglarina gore uyarliyorum.”
08 “Evet, yontemleri birlestiriyorum.”
09 “Evet, her duruma uygun sekilde harmanliyorum.”
010 “Evet, eklektik yaklagim kullantyorum.”
011 “Evet, farkli yontemleri uyarlayarak kullaniyorum.”
012 “Evet, dersin ve dgrencinin ihtiyaglarina gore uyarliyorum.”

Ozet: Ogretmenler eklektik yaklasimi kullamyor, ciinkii her simif ve dgrenci farklidir; tek bir yontem
tiim ihtiyaclar1 karsilamiyor.

SORU 8: Mevcut Yontemler Tiirkceyi Yabana Dil Olarak Ogretmede Yeterli Mi?

Ogretmen Cevap
01 “Yeterli oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.”
02 “Kismen yeterli; icerik ve materyal gesitliligi artirilmali.”
03 “Yeterli, ancak bazi 6grenciler i¢in 6zel materyal gerekebilir.”
04 “Mevcut yontemler genel dgretim i¢in uygun, 6zel alanlar i¢in ek destek gerekir.”
05 “Kismen yeterli; modern ve klasik dengesi énemli.”
06 “Yeterli, fakat teknolojik ve yaratici araglarla desteklenmeli.”
07 “Yeterli, ama bireysel desteklerle giiclendirilmesi gerekir.”
08 “Kismen yeterli; baz1 6grenciler i¢in ek materyal gerekiyor.”
09 “Yeterli, ama ders materyalleri ¢esitlendirilmeli.”
010 “Kismen yeterli; teknolojik destek 6nemli.”
011 “Yeterli, ama teknoloji ve materyal ¢esitlendirilmesi gerek.”
012 “Yeterli, ancak yaratici araglarla desteklenmeli.”

Ozet: Mevcut yontemler genel olarak yeterli, ancak icerik, materyal ve teknolojik destekle giiclendi-
rilmesi Oneriliyor.

SORU 9: Ogretmenlerin Yontemsel Bilgi ve Farkindaligim Artirmak i¢in Neler Yapilabilir?

Ogretmen Cevap
01 “Siirekli mesleki gelisim egitimleri ve deneyim paylagimi.”
02 “Atolye caligmalar, giincel akademik kaynaklara erisim.”
03 “Deneyim paylagimi toplantilari, teknoloji destekli egitimler.”
04 “Mentorluk programlari, geri bildirim mekanizmalari, yapay zeka destekli araglar.”
05 “Hizmet i¢i seminerler ve modern yontem uygulamalar1.”
06 “Tiirkiye disinda gorev yapan 6gretmenler igin gelisim firsatlar: saglamak.”
07 “Mesleki egitim seminerleri ve deneyim paylagimi.”
08 “Giincel kaynaklara erigim ve teknoloji entegrasyonu.”
09 “Atélye caligmalar1 ve deneyim paylaginmu toplantilart.”
010 “Mentorluk ve deneyim paylasimi programlar1.”
011 “Hizmet i¢i egitimler ve deneyim paylasimi.”
012 “Atélye caligmalar1 ve mesleki gelisim programlart.”
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Ozet: Mesleki gelisim, atélye calismalar, deneyim paylagim ve teknoloji kullanimi, 6gretmenlerin
yontemsel farkindaligini artirmak icin etkili yollar olarak goriiliiyor.

SONUC VE ONERILER
Tercih Edilen Yontemler ve Eklektik Yaklasim

Gorilisme bulgulari, 6gretmenlerin yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde agirlikli olarak iletisimsel yak-
lasim ve gorev temelli 6gretim yontemlerini tercih ettigini gostermektedir. Baslangic diizeyin-
deki 6grencilerde ise Dil Bilgisi-Ceviri Yontemi, destekleyici bir ara¢ olarak kullanilmaktadir.
Bu durum, Yildinm & Simgek (2013) ve Ortega (2020) tarafindan belirtilen, 6grenci sevi-
yesinin ve 6grenme hedeflerinin yontem segiminde belirleyici oldugu goriisiiyle uyumludur.
Ogretmenlerin eklektik yaklasimi benimsemesi, yontemlerin simif ici kosullara ve égrencilerin farkl
ogrenme ihtiyaclarina gore esnek uygulanmasini saglamaktadir (Richards & Rodgers, 2001; Ellis,
2018).

Teknolojik Araclarin Katkisi

Ogretmenler, akilli tahta, cevrim ici uygulamalar ve gorsel-isitsel materyallerin derslerin etkinligini
artirdigini belirtmistir (Godwin-Jones, 2019).

Ornek olarak, O1 ve O4 kodlu 6gretmenler, 6grencilerin gorev temelli etkinliklerde dijital araglar
kullanarak daha aktif katilim sagladigini ifade etmistir. Bu bulgu, teknolojinin sinif i¢i uygulamalarda
0grenme motivasyonu ve iletisimsel beceriler tizerindeki kritik roliinii desteklemektedir.

Ogrenci Merkezli ve Uygulamaya Dayah Yaklasim

Goriigsmeler, 6grenci merkezli, iletisim odakli ve uygulamaya dayali yontemlerin 6grenme siirecinin
kalhicihigini giiclendirdigini gostermektedir.

Lightbown & Spada (2013, 2022) ve Hinkel (2021), ikinci dil 6greniminde aktif kullanimin énemini
vurgulamaktadir. 02 ve O7 6gretmenleri, 6zellikle ileri diizey 6grencilerde, gérev tabanl etkinlikle-
rin dil tiretimini destekledigini ifade etmistir.

Bulgularin Yorumlanmasi

Ogretmenlerin yontem ve teknik seciminde éncelikli etkenler: 6grenci seviyesi, materyal uygunlugu
ve sinif dinamikleridir.

Eklektik yaklagim ve yontem kombinasyonu, farkli 6grenme stillerine ve sinif kosullarina uyum sag-
lamaktadir.

Teknolojik araglar ve gorsel materyaller, hem motivasyonu hem de kalic1 6grenmeyi desteklemekte-
dir.

Bu sonuglar, yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretiminde uygulamal ve teori destekli bir yaklasimin gerekliligini
dogrulamaktadir.

Oneriler

Ogretmen Egitimi: Hizmet ici egitimler ve atélye calismalan ile 6gretmenlerin yéntemsel farkinda-
lig1 artirllmalidir.

Materyal Gelistirme: Dijital ve etkilesimli materyaller hazirlanmali, iletisimsel ve gorev temelli
etkinlikleri desteklemelidir.
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Teknolojik Entegrasyon: Akilli tahta, mobil uygulamalar ve ¢evrim ici platformlar derslere dahil
edilmeli; 6gretmenlerin kullanim becerileri gelistirilmelidir.

Kiiltiirel Uyum: Farkl kiiltiirel gegcmise sahip 6grenciler icin uygun icerikler ve etkinlikler planlan-
malidir.

Arastirma Genisletilmesi: Benzer calismalar farkl iilkelerde ve 6grenci seviyelerinde tekrarlanma-
l1; yontemlerin karsilastirmali etkinligi analiz edilmelidir.

Politika Destegi: Yabancilara Tiirkce 6gretimi politikalar1 hazirlanirken 6gretmen goriisleri ve saha
deneyimleri dikkate alinmalidir.
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Suriyeli Miiltecilerin Geri Doniis Egilimleri:
Izmir Arastirmasi

Ishmael ADJEI!
Selvet CETIN?

Ozet

2011 yilindan beri Tiirkiye’nin go¢ politikasini belirleyen en 6nemli konuyu zorla yerlerinden edilmis
milyonlarca Suriyeli miilteci olusturmaktadir. Tiirkiye, bir yandan devasa 6lcekteki bu krizi yonet-
meye calisirken, diger taraftan zorunlu go¢ nedeniyle iilkeye siginan toplumun uyum siireglerini ko-
laylagtirmak icin ¢ok yonlii programlar gelistirmeye ¢alismistir. Suriye’de yasanan devrim siireciyle
birlikte miiltecilerin geri doniisleriyle ilgili tartismalar hiz kazanmistir. Geri doniisler, 6zellikle uzun
siiren catismalarda karmasik hale gelmektedir. Ev sahibi iilkelerde baglantilar ve yeni hayatlar kuran
miilteciler, savastan zarar gormiis anavatanlarindaki kosullar goz oniine alindiginda, geri doniiste
zorluk cekebilirler. Bu arada, ev sahibi hiikiimetlerin geri doniise erken vurgu yapmasi, geri doniigler
yavas yasandiginda miilteci karsiti toplumsal duygulan koriikleyebilmektedir. Suriyedeki rejim de-
gisikligi sonrasinda siyasi istikrarin saglanmasi ve ekonominin iyilesmeye baslamasiyla miiltecilerin
geri doniiglerinin hizlanacag diisiiniilmektedir. Bununla birlikte zorunlu gocle iilkesinden uzun siire
ayr1 kalan ve yerlestigi tilkede diizenli bir yasam siiren miiltecilerin énemli bir kisminin anavatanlari-
na geri donmeyecegine iliskin degerlendirmeler yapilmaktadir. Arastirma, hem iilkesine geri donme-
yi hem de Tiirkiye’de kalmay: diisiinen Suriyeli gengler ve yetigkinlerin aldiklar kararlarin nedenleri
ve sonuclarina odaklanmaktadir. Calisma; Suriyeli aile goriismeleri, 6grenci goriismeleri ve Suriyeli
ogrencilerin yogunlastig1 okul goriismeleri olarak {ii¢ ana baslikta ve nitel aragtirma yontemi kullani-
larak gerceklestirilmistir. Karabaglar, Bornova ve Buca ilgelerindeki gériismelerde Genclik ve Spor
Bakanhgina bagli Genglik Merkezlerinde gorevli genglik ¢alisanlari hazir bulunmustur. Arastirmada
yar1 yapilandirilmis soru formlar1 kullanilmis ve iki ayr1 odak grup toplantis1 yapilmistir. Boylece
miiltecilerin geri doniis motivasyonlarini etkileyen unsurlar tespit edilmek istenmisgtir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Suriye, Gé¢, Miilteci, Geri Déniis, izmir.
Abstract

Since 2011, the most significant issue shaping Tiirkiye’s migration policy has been the forced displa-
cement of millions of Syrian refugees. While Tiirkiye has sought to manage this crisis on an unpre-
cedented scale, it has also developed multidimensional programs aimed at facilitating the integration
processes of the population that has sought refuge in the country due to forced migration. With the
revolutionary process in Syria, debates concerning the return of refugees have intensified. Returns
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become particularly complex in the context of prolonged conflicts. Refugees who have established
social ties and new lives in host countries may encounter serious difficulties in returning when the
conditions in their war-damaged homelands are taken into account. At the same time, an early em-
phasis on return by host governments may fuel anti-refugee sentiments when returns occur slowly.
Following regime change in Syria, it is widely assumed that the establishment of political stability
and the gradual recovery of the economy will accelerate refugee returns. Nevertheless, assessments
suggest that a significant proportion of refugees who have been separated from their country for long
periods due to forced migration and who have established stable lives in host countries may not return
to their homeland. This study focuses on the reasons behind and the consequences of the decisions
made by Syrian youth and adults who consider either returning to their country or remaining in Tiir-
kiye. The research was conducted using a qualitative methodology and organized under three main
components: interviews with Syrian families, interviews with students, and interviews conducted in
schools with high concentrations of Syrian students. During the fieldwork carried out in the districts
of Karabaglar, Bornova, and Buca, youth workers affiliated with the Ministry of Youth and Sports
were present at the Youth Centers. Semi-structured interview forms were employed, and two separate
focus group discussions were conducted. In this way, the study aims to identify the factors influencing
refugees’ motivations for return.

Keywords: Syria, Migration, Refugee, Return, Izmir.

GIRIiS

2011 yilindan beri Tiirkiye’nin go¢ politikasini belirleyen en 6nemli konuyu zorla yerlerinden edilmis
milyonlarca Suriyeli siginmaci olusturmaktadir. Tiirkiye, bir yandan devasa 6élgekteki bu krizi yonet-
meye calisirken, diger taraftan zorunlu go¢ nedeniyle iilkeye siginan toplumun uyum siireglerini ko-
laylagtirmak icin ¢ok yonlii programlar gelistirmektedir. Dogal olarak, iilkedeki en yaygin ve zorunlu
goc toplulugunu Suriyeliler olusturdugu i¢in, uyum calismalarinin 6nemli bir béliimii gecici koruma
altindaki bu kesime yonelik gerceklesmektedir. Siginmaci niifusun yogunlugu ve iginde bulundugu

dezavantajli konum, sosyal biitiinlesme ve uyum calismalarinda bu topluluga 6ncelik taninmasini
saglamistir.

Miiltecilerin iilkelerine geri doniisleri ve yeniden insa siireci cesitli zorluklar1 beraberinde getirmekte
ve uzun zaman dilimlerine yayilmaktadir. Geri doniigler, 6zellikle uzun siiren catismalarda karmasik
hale gelmektedir. Ev sahibi iilkelerde baglantilar ve yeni hayatlar kuran miilteciler, savastan zarar
gormiis anavatanlarindaki kosullar g6z oniine alindiginda, geri doniiste zorluk cekebilirler. Bu arada,
ev sahibi hiikiimetlerin geri doniise erken vurgu yapmasi, geri doniisler yavas yasandiginda miilteci
karsit1 toplumsal duygular kériikleyebilmektedir.

Tirkiye’nin Suriye kriziyle edindigi go¢ yonetimi tecriibesi, hem {ilkelerine gidenlerin geri doniis
siirecinde hem de siginilan iilkede kalacak olanlarin uyum ve biitiinlesme siirecinde kritik bir rol iist-
lenmektedir. Bu arada, geri donen Suriyelilerin Tiirkiye’deki deneyimleri iilkelerinin yeniden insasi
icin paha bicilmez bir deger tasimaktadir. Uzmanlar, Suriye’deki rejim degisikligi sonrasinda siyasi
istikrarin saglanmasi ve ekonominin iyilesmeye baslamasiyla siginmacilarin geri doniislerinin hizla-
nacagini éngormektedir. Bununla birlikte yapilan arastirmalar gostermistir ki, zorunlu gocle iilkesin-
den uzun siire ayr1 kalan ve yerlestigi lilkede diizenli bir yasam siiren miiltecilerin énemli bir kismi
anavatanlarina geri donmemektedir. Dolayisiyla gerceklestirilen saha arastirmasi, hem iilkesine geri
dénmeyi hem de Tiirkiye’de kalmay1 diisiinen Suriyeli gencler ve yetiskinlerden alinan geri bildirim-
lere gore sekillenmistir.

ARASTIRMANIN AMACI VE YONTEMI

Bu arastirma, geri doniis siirecindeki Suriyeli gencler ve aileleriyle iletisimi giiclendirmeyi, Tiirki-
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ye’de kalmayi tercih eden Suriyeli genclerin Tiirk akranlariyla sosyal uyum siireclerini desteklemeyi
ve kiiltiirel etkilesimi artirmay1 hedeflemektedir. Calisma; Suriyeli aile goriismeleri, 6grenci goriis-
meleri ve Suriyeli 6grencilerin yogunlastigi okul goriismeleri olarak ii¢ ana baslikta ve nitel arastirma
yontemi kullanilarak gerceklestirilmistir. Tiim goriismelerde Genglik Merkezlerinde gorevli genclik
calisanlar1 yer almis, yar1 yapilandirilmis soru formlari kullanilmistir. Calisma kapsaminda Bornova,
Karabaglar ve Buca ilgelerindeki toplam 20 Suriyeli yetigkin kisiyle ev ortaminda goriismeler yapil-
mustir. iki Genglik Merkezinde birer odak grup toplantisi gerceklestirilmis, bu toplantilara toplam 30
Suriyeli kadin-erkek yetiskin katilmigtir.

Ogrenci goriismeleri Genglik Merkezlerinde kiigiik gruplarla gergeklestirilmistir. Bu goriismelere
toplam 30 6grenci katilmis, ebeveyn etkisinin hissedilmemesi ve 6grencilerin kendilerini daha rahat
ifade edebilmesi icin Genclik Merkezleri 6zellikle tercih edilmistir. Siginmaci 6grencilerin yogun-
lagtig1 Karabaglar, Buca ve Bornova’da toplam 6 okula gidilerek okul yoneticileri ve rehber 6gret-
menlerle goriismeler yapilmistir. Okul goériismelerinde agirlikli olarak Suriyeli 6grencilerin uyum
becerileri ve basar1 durumlari degerlendirildigi gibi, ebeveynlerin okullara verdigi geri doniis dilekce
sayis1 6grenilmek istenmistir.

ARASTIRMANIN BULGULARI
Suriyeli Yetiskin Aile Uyeleriyle Yapilan Goriismelerin Bulgular

Suriyeli niifusunun agirhikta oldugu iic ilcede ikamet eden ve Merkezlerin gesitli hizmetlerinden ya-
rarlanan aile iiyelerine ev ziyaretleri yapilmis ve aragtirmanin amacina uygun olarak hazirlanan so-
rular yoneltilmistir. Ayrica Karabaglar GM ve Buca Yasin Borii GM’de daha genis katiliml iki odak
grup toplantisi yapilarak arastirma bulgularinin derinlesmesi saglanmak istenmistir. Katilimcilardan
alinan geri bildirimler iki ayr1 yaklasimin bulundugunu gostermistir. Bunlardan ilki, Tiirkiye’de kal-
maya karar veren yetiskin Suriyeli aile {iyelerinin yaklasimi iken digeri, iilkesine geri dénmeye karar
vermis ya da geri doniis egilimi ¢ok yiiksek olan grubu temsil etmektedir.

Arastirmanin 6rneklem desenini olusturan tiim katilimcilar kendilerini Tiirkiye’de giivende hissettik-
lerini belirtmis ve sartlar zor olsa da Tiirkiye’de bulunmaktan memnun olduklarini dile getirmistir.
Tiirkiye’de bulunduklan siirede en ¢ok zorlandiklar1 bazi konulara deginmislerdir. Bunlar arasinda;
dil sorunu, yerel topluma uyum sorunu, maddi sorunlar ve siirekli ev-sehir degistirmenin yipraticiligi
gibi basliklar 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Biitiin bunlara ragmen Tiirkiye sevgisinin ortak bir duygu olarak ifade
edilmesi anlamlidir.

Tiirkiye’de Kalmak isteyen Suriyeli Yetiskinlerin Degerlendirmeleri

Arastirma sonuclarina gore “Gidenler ve Kalanlar” seklinde ikiye ayrilmis goriinen Suriyeli yetiskin
aile tiyelerinin gelecek beklentileri farklilik arz etmektedir. Tiirkiye’de kalmak isteyenlerin bir bo-
limii aym1 zamanda Tiirk vatandasi olmus ya da vatandaglik basvuru siireci devam eden kisilerden
olusurken, maddi geliri iyi olanlar ve ¢ocuklarinin gelecegine dair kaygi tasiyanlar da kalmayi tercih
etmektedir. Savasta ev ve isyeri onarillamayacak sekilde zarar goren, alt yapi, saglik ve egitim gibi
temel hizmetlere Suriye’de erisemeyeceklerini sdyleyen, dondiiklerinde issiz kalmaktan korkan kati-
limcilarin bir siire daha Tiirkiye’de kalacaklar anlasilmaktadir. Suriye’deki yakinlariyla gortistiikleri-
ni sdyleyen bazi katilimcilar; Giinliik uzun siireli elektrik ve su kesintilerinin devam ettigini, savasta
zarar goren ¢ok sayida bina enkazinin heniiz kaldirilmadigini, temel gida ve saglik hizmetlerine eri-
simin ¢ok zor oldugunu ve giivenlik sorununun bulundugunu dile getirmektedir. Bu bilgi akislar1 da
geri doniislerle ilgili diisiincelerin ertelenmesine ya da simdilik rafa kaldirilmasina neden olmaktadir.

Yine bazi katilimcilar, Suriye’deki egitim sistemini Tiirkiye’deki uygulamayla karsilastirmakta, spor
ve sanat gibi uygulamali derslerin verilmedigini ifade etmekte ve bu yiizden kalmay: istemektedir.
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Ancak “Tiirkiye’de kalma” egilimi olanlarin gelecek planlarinin da belirgin olmadig1 ve yeni bir
hayat kurmak icin somut adimlarin atilmadig: goriilmektedir. Kalis prosediirlerinin degismesi, gecici
korumanin kalkmasi ve Tiirkiye’de yasal ikamet siiresinin kisalmasi gibi heniiz netlesmeyen ama
Suriyelilerde endiseye yol acan konular da Tiirkiye’de kalmak isteyenleri zorlayacaktir. Ayni sekilde
tiim bu “olasi riskler” Tiirkiye’de kalacak Suriyelilerin yeniden uyum ve biitiinlesme cabasini giic-
lestirmektedir.

Ulkelerine Dénmek Isteyen Suriyeli Yetiskinlerin Degerlendirmeleri

Ulkesine geri donmeye karar veren aile iiyelerinin baslica motivasyonu, savasin sona ermesi, mem-
leket 6zlemi ve artik “siginmaci1” olmaktan kurtulma istegiyle aciklanabilir. Savasta ev veya isyeri
zarar gormeyen ya da gerekli tadilati kolayca yapabilecegine inanan Suriyeli yetiskinler diger olum-
suzluklara ¢cok da aldiris etmeden geri donmeye baglamistir. Savas éncesinde kamu veya 6zel sek-
torde calismis, egitimli ve meslek sahibi kisiler tilkelerinin geleceginde kendilerine ihtiyac olacagini
diisiindiikleri icin doniis karar1 aldiklarim belirtmektedir. Tiirkiye’deki ekonomik sartlardan giderek
daha fazla olumsuz etkilendiklerini sdyleyen ve geri doniis karar1 alan katilimcilara da vurgu yapmak
gerekmektedir.

Ozellikle geri dénmeye karar vermis yetiskinler ile cocukluk ve genclik dénemlerini Tiirkiye’de ge-
cirmis olan aile tiyeleri arasinda ciddi goriig farkliliklarinin oldugu goriilmekte ve bu durumun aile igi
catismalara yol agma riski bulunmaktadir. Egitimleriyle birlikte geleceklerini de Tiirkiye’de siirdiir-
mek isteyen Suriyeli gencler iilkemiz i¢in bir firsata doniisebilir ancak bu gecisin karsilikli anlayis ve
diyalogla gerceklesmesi gerekir.

Geri doniis siirecindeki ebeveynler Tiirkiye’de dogan cocuklar icin vatandaglik talebinde bulun-
makta, nakliye ticretlerinin ¢ok yiiksek olmasindan yakinmaktadir. Tiirkiye’den ayrilmadan 6nce ya-
pilmasi1 gereken resmi islemler konusunda ciddi bilgi eksikliginin bulundugu gézlenmistir. Mesela
okulla ilisigin nasil kesilecegi, ev kira s6zlesmesinin nasil sonlandirilacag, isyerinden ayrilma is-
lemlerinin nasil yapilacagi ve go¢ idaresindeki islemlerin nelerden olustuguna dair Suriyeli kisilerde
yeterli bilginin bulunmadig1 anlagilmaktadir. Sinir kapilarindaki uzun bekleme siireleri de geri doniis
siirecindeki kisileri kaygilandirmaktadir.

Suriyeli Ogrencilerle Yapilan Goriismelerin Bulgular:

fzmir’deki égrencilerimizin goniillii geri déniis siireclerine iliskin duygu ve diisiincelerinin
o6grenilmesi amaciyla, ii¢ genclik merkezimizde proje ekibi tarafindan yiiz yiize gériismeler
gerceklestirilmistir. Karabaglar GM, Buca Yasin Borii GM ve Bornova GM’de gerceklesen go-
riismelere agirlhikh olarak orta égrenim diizeyinde Suriyeli kiz ve erkek dgrenciler katilmistir.
Goriismelere baslamadan 6nce katthmcilar arasinda terapotik iliskiyi kuvvetlendirmek icin
Lego, Quilling ( kagit katlama sanati) gibi oyun temelli temas kurulmustur.

Tiirkiye’de Kalmak isteyen Suriyeli Genclerin Degerlendirmeleri

Suriye’deki savasin ilk yillarindan itibaren Tiirkiye’ye gelmis ya da Tiirkiye’de dogmus ¢ocuklarin
sosyal ve kiiltiirel hayata cok cabuk uyum sagladiklar1 goriilmektedir. Artik ilk genclik dénemlerini
burada yasayan, egitimlerini burada siirdiiren ve sosyal ¢evrelerini burada olusturan ¢cocuklar kendile-
rini buraya ait hissettiklerini belirtmektedir. Ayn1 zamanda Tiirkceyi ana dilleri gibi 6grendikleri icin
egitimlerini Tiirkiye’de tamamlamak isteyen Suriyeli gencler, yasam tarzi olarak da Tiirk toplumuna
uyum sagladiklarini diistinmektedir.

Tiirkiye’de kalmak isteyen genclerin neredeyse tamamina yakini, ebeveynleriyle geri doniis konu-
sunda fikir ayrihig1 yasadiklarini ve baski altinda kaldiklarini ifade etmektedir. Ebeveynlerin tilkeye
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geri doniis konusunda ¢ocuklarini ikna etmekte zorlandiklar anlasilmaktadir. Dénmek istemeyen
genclerin Suriye’deki belirsizlikten, alt yap1 sorunlarindan, ekonomik yoksunluktan ve anadil ye-
tersizliginden kaygi duyduklarn ve kendilerini giivende hissetmedikleri bir alg1 s6zkonusudur. Bazi
genclerin yagam tarziyla ilgili gerekceler ileri siirerek geri donmeyi reddetmesi ve Suriye’deki kati
dini gelenegin kisitlayic1 etkisiyle baski goreceklerini diisiinmesi dikkat cekicidir. Tiirkiye’de igyeri
acmis ya da diizenli bir gelire sahip kimi aileler ¢cocuklarinin egitim hayatim da diistinerek mevcut
durumlarini korumak icin geri donmeyi diisiinmemektedir. Bu durumdaki ¢ocuklarin daha rahat karar
verebildikleri gozlenmistir. Dolayisiyla, Tiirkiye’de yasamlarin siirdiirmek isteyen genclerin bu bek-
lentilerini nasil gerceklestirecekleri ve ebeveynleriyle bu konuda nasil uzlasacaklarina dair belirsizlik
siirmektedir.

Ulkelerine Donmek isteyen Suriyeli Genglerin Degerlendirmeleri

Heniiz ilk ve ortadgretim ¢aginda olup uzun siiredir tilkemizde bulunan Suriyeli gengler arasinda
geri donme isteginin biiyiik 6lciide ebeveyn karariyla sekillendigi goriilmektedir. Tiirkiye’deki eko-
nomik zorluklar, gecici koruma altinda bulunmanin giicliikleri ve gelecege iligkin belirsizlikler geri
doniislerde etkili olmaktadir. Suriye’de oturulabilir evi olan, bir gecim kaynag veya tarim arazisi gibi
imkanlara sahip olan ailelerin doniig karar1 dogrudan aile iiyelerini de kapsamaktadir. Genglerin bir
boliimii “goniillii” olarak geri dénmese de aile biiyiiklerinin aldig1 karara uymak zorunda olduklarini
ifade etmislerdir.

Kimi gencler okullarn tatile girdigi yaz doneminde geri déneceklerini soylerken, bazi gencler okulda
ve sosyal yasamlarinda gordiikleri ayrimcilik ve hosgoriisiizliikten geri doniis sayesinde kurtulacak-
larim dile getirmektedir. Suriye hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmamakla birlikte orasinin kendi vatanlar
oldugunu ve bu yilizden gérmek istediklerini sdyleyen gencler, akrabalariyla da ilk kez tanismaktan
mutlu olacaklarini belirtmektedir. Geri donerken en ¢ok okul ve mahalle arkadaglarini 6zleyeceklerini
ifade eden genclerin biiyiik boliimii iiniversite egitimi almak ve calismak icin Tiirkiye’ye donmek
istediklerini vurgulamislardir.

Okul Yéneticileri ve Rehber Ogretmenlerle Yapilan Gériismelerin Bulgular

Arastirma kapsamindaki gesitli faaliyetler i¢in Genclik Merkezleriyle yakin is birliginde bulunan ve
Suriyeli 6grenci sayis1 yliksek olan okullarin yonetici ve rehber 68retmenleriyle Nisan 2025-Mayis
2025 tarihleri arasinda goriismeler yapilmigstir. Bu goriismelerde 68rencilerin okul durumlar ve geri
dontsleriyle ilgili bilgilere ulasmak istenmistir.

Okul yoneticileri ve rehber 6gretmenler genel olarak ¢ok az sayida 68renci icin geri doniis dilekcesi
aldiklarim sdyleyerek diger 6grencilerin ebeveynlerinin herhangi bir geribildirimde bulunmadigini
ifade etmislerdir. Bununla birlikte okul yonetimleri, Suriyeli 6grencilerin yogun olarak okul devam-
sizlig1 yapmalarini habersiz geri doniislere baglamiglardir. Okul yoneticilerinin Suriyeli 6grencilere
yonelik takibinin giderek zorlastig1 ve okul dis1 kalmis cocuklarin durumu hakkinda net bilgilere
ulasilamadig1 anlasilmaktadir. Cok az sayida 6grenci icin geri doniis dilekcesi alinmig olmasi ya ebe-
veynlerin heniiz kesin kararlarinin bulunmadigina veya okulla ilisik kesme konusunu 6nemsemeyip
okul yonetimlerinden habersiz olarak iilkelerine geri dondiiklerine isaret etmektedir. Mevcut kosullar
orgiin egitime devam eden Suriyeli 6grencilerin iilkelerine geri doniisleriyle ilgili ebeveynlerinin
karar1 dogrultusunda hareket ettigini gostermektedir. Ancak pek ¢ok ebeveynin ¢ocuklarina yonelik
“Nasil olsa geri donecegiz, okula gitmene gerek yok” seklindeki telkinleri cocuklarin egitimlerini
yarida birakmalarina neden olmaktadir.

DEGERLENDIRME

Izmir’de yagayan Suriyeli gencler ve yetiskinlerin iilkelerine geri déniis konusunda karmagik duygu-
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lara sahip olduklar1 goriilmektedir. Bu durumun en 6nemli nedeni Suriye’de heniiz giivenlik sorun-
larinin tam olarak ¢oziilememesiyle ilgilidir. Rejimin yikilmasindan sonar hiikiimet toplumsal barisi
yeniden saglamak, altyapiy1 ve ekonomiyi ayaga kaldirmak igin biiyiik caba harcamaktadir. Fakat Is-
rail’in saldirgan ve isgalci politikasi ve kiiresel giiclerin emperyalist ¢ikarlar1 nedeniyle tilkede siyasi
otoritenin tam hakimiyeti saglamasi zaman alacaktir. Suriye’de yasanan biiyiik yikim, iilke disindaki
milyonlarca Suriyelinin geri doniis kararlarini ertelemelerine yol agmaktadir. Savasta ev, isyeri ve
diger yasam alanlari zarar goren miilteciler iilkedeki siyasi ve ekonomik iyilesmenin hizi arttikca geri
doniis motivasyonu kazanacaklardir. Birlesmis Milletler Miilteciler Yiiksek Komiserligi Tiirkiye Ofi-
sinin (BMMYK) acikladig1 giincel verilere gére Izmir’den Suriye’ye doniislerin oran1 sadece yiizde
4 civarindadir. Bu sonuglar, miiltecilerin biiyiik béliimiiniin halen geri doniis karar1 almadigin1 veya
bu kararin ileri bir tarihe ertelediklerini gostermektedir.

Arastirma sonuclarina gore, Suriyeli erkek yetiskinlerin kadinlara oranla geri doniise daha fazla istek-
li oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Geleneksel Suriye aile yapisinin 6zelliklerine bakildiginda erkek egemen
bir toplumsal durum s6z konusudur. Dolayisiyla ailenin diger tiyeleri bu karara istemeyerek de olsa
uymak zorunda kalacaklardir. Fakat bu durumdan en ¢ok etkilenenler ¢ccouklar ve gengler olmakta-
dir. Tiirkiye’de dogmus, Suriyeyi hi¢ gsrmemis ve uzun yillardir izmirde yasayan ¢ocuklarin ana dil
bilgisi cok zayifladigi icin geri dondiiklerinde egitimlerinin yarim kalacagi endisesini tasidiklar1 go-
riilmektedir. Bu yiizden Suriye’deki egitim sisteminin miilteci ¢ocuklarin entegrasyonu igin politika
gelistirmesi gerekecektir.

Suriyenin bazi bolgelerindeki giivenlik sorunlarinin devam ediyor olusu ve ekonomik sartlarin zorlu-
gu geri doniis siirecini olumsuz yonde etkilemektedir. Yetigkinler kayitdisi da olsa bir iste calismakta,
gecimlerini zor da olsa saglayabilmektedir. Ayn1 zamanda temel saghk ve egitim hizmetlerinden tic-
retsiz yararlanabilmek, sosyal dayanisma aglariyla birtakim ihtiyaclarim karsilayabilmek énemlidir.
Elektrik, su ve iletisim sistemlerinin ¢oktiigii bir tilkeye gitmek mevcut durumda pek ¢ok Suriyeli i¢in
gercekci goriilmemektedir. Sartlar iyilestiginde zaten arastirmaya katilanlarin biiyiik béliimii tilkeleri-
ne donmek istemektedir. Tiirk vatandaslig1 almis olan Suriyeliler daha 6zgiivenli ve rahat hareket et-
mekte, biiyiik b6liimii yagamlarim Tiirkiye’de siirdiirmek istediklerini ifade etmektedir. Vatandaslik,
miilteciler i¢in oldukca 6nemli bir kazanim olsa da Suriyelilerin ¢ok azi bu statiiyii elde edebilmistir.

Kamu ve sivil toplum aktorlerinin geri doniis siirecinde Suriyelilerin desteklenmesi amaciyla koor-
dineli bir calismay1 hayata gecirmesi beklenmektedir. Milli Egitim ve Go¢ Idaresi Baskanliina bu
konuda daha fazla sorumluluk diismektedir.Suriyeli ailelere geri doniis siirecine iligskin resmi iglemle-
rin nasil yapilacagina dair gerekli bilgilerin verilmesi, 6grencilerin egitim gordiikleri okullariyla nasil
ilisik keseceklerinin anlatilmasi, igsyerinden ayrilan kisilerin sahip olduklar1 haklarin neler oldugunun
bilinmesi gibi teknik detaylar 6nem kazanmaktadir. Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler Miidiirliigiiniin Suri-
yeli aileleri geri doniis siirecinde desteklemesi, 6grencilerle psikososyal destek oturumlari yapilarak,
yasanilan belirsizligin olumsuz ruhsal etkilerinin aza indirilmesi gerekmektedir. Sonug olarak biiyiik
bir insani felaketin yaralarini birlikte saracagimiz, toplumlararasi iletisimi ve dayanigmay: giiclendi-
recegimiz yeni bir donemin bagladigini unutmamak gerekmektedir.

SONUC

Arastirmayla, Suriyeli yetigkinlerin ve genclerin iilkelerine geri donme egilimleriyle ilgili yaklagim-
larini tespit etmek amaciyla birtakim bulgulara ulagilmistir. Yetiskinlerin 6nemli bir béliimiiniin si-
yasi, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel nedenlerle Tiirkiye’de kalmaya devam etmek istedikleri goriilmektedir.
Ancak ilerleyen giinlerde statii degisikliginin yasanmasi halinde Tiirkiye’de yasal kalis sartlarinin
nasil olusacagina dair belirsizlikler Suriyeli yetiskinler icin endise kaynagi olmaktadir. Diger taraftan
Suriye’ye geri donme egilimindeki yetiskinlerin bu karar1 almalarindaki temel etkenin Tiirkiye’de
gittikce agirlasan ekonomik kosullar oldugu anlagilmaktadir. Yani sira dil ve iletisim sorunlari, top-

159




lumsal 6nyargilar ve ayrimci davranislarin geri doniis kararlarini etkiledigi goriilmektedir. Vatan 6z-
lemi ve tilkelerinin geleceginde rol alma istegi de geri doniis motivasyonunu gii¢lendirici unsurlar
arasindadir.

Yetigkinlere gore Suriyeli genclerin biiyiik kisminin Tiirkiye’yi ana vatanlan gibi gordiikleri ve ken-
dilerini geri doniig baskis1 altinda hissettikleri anlasilmaktadir. Nitekim uzun yillardir Tiirkiye’de
olan veya Tiirkiye’de dogmus ve biiyiimiis genclerin Tiirkceyi ana dilleri gibi gordiikleri, sosyal cev-
relerinin tamamen Tiirk akranlarindan olustugu ve gelecek planlarim Tiirkiye tizerine kurduklar bir
bakis agis1 hakimdir. Geri doniise karsi olan genglerin biiyiik b6liimiiniin ana dil Arapcay: 6grenme
glicliigii, Suriye’deki ekonomik sartlarin yetersizligi, egitim, saglik, barinma ve alt yap1 alanlarindaki
sorunlar gencleri Tiirkiye’de kalmaya zorlamaktadir. Fakat aile baskis1 nedeniyle dénmek zorunda
kalacagim diisiinen ¢ok sayida Suriyeli geng¢ bulunmaktadir. Ulkelerine geri dénmek isteyen genc-
ler ise, vatan ve akraba 6zlemi duyduklarini ve sartlar ne kadar zor olsa da kendilerini Suriye’ye ait
hissettiklerini ifade etmektedirler. Sonucg olarak hem yetiskinlerin hem genglerin donmek ve kalmak
arasinda bir ikilemi yasadiklan siirecten bahsetmek gerekmektedir. Suriye’deki sartlarin normalleg-
mesine bagli olarak pek cok kisinin éniimiizdeki aylarda kademeli sekilde iilkelerine geri dénecekleri
degerlendirilmektedir. Ancak genc¢ Suriyelilerin énemli bir béliimiiniin sartlarim zorlayarak Tiirki-
ye’de kalacaklar anlasilmaktadir. Kamu idaresinin, {ilkede kalmaya karar veren siginmacilarin statii
konusu basta olmak iizere egitim, saglik, barinma ve calisma gibi haklardan nasil yararlanacagina
dair uyum politikasini gézden gecirmesi gerekmektedir.
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EKLER

EK 1: Suriyeli Yetiskinlere Yonelik Sorular

A-Geri Déniiglerle Ilgili Sorular; (Ulkesine goniillii geri déniis karan alan ya da geri doniis egilimi
yiiksek olan Suriyeli yetiskinlerin duygusal durumunu ve aile dinamiklerini de iceren nitel sorular
yoneltilmistir)

Geri donmeye karar vermenizde belirleyici olan en 6nemli unsur nedir?

Suriye’ye donme fikri sizde ne tiir duygular olusturuyor, aile iiyelerinin tamami geri déniis konusunda
hemfikir mi?

Suriye’de giivenlik, barinma, saglik, egitim, su ve elektrik gibi temel ihtiyaclarinizi nasil kargilamay1
diisiiniiyorsunuz, gittiginizde orada bir eviniz ve isiniz olacak mi1?

Geri dondiigiiniizde en ¢ok neyi 6zleyeceksiniz?
Suriye’nin geleceginde kendinizi nerede goriiyorsunuz?

B-Tiirkiye’de Kalslarla ilgili Sorular; (Tiirkiye’de kalma karart almis ya da kalmak istedigini ifa-
de eden yetiskin Suriyelilerin kalis gerekgesi ve gelecek planlariyla ilgili nitel sorular yoneltilmistir)

Tiirkiye’de kendinizi giivende hissediyor musunuz?
Tiirkiye’de kesinlikle kalmanizi ve iilkenize geri ddonmeme kararinizi belirleyen temel gerekce nedir?

Egitim, is, barinma ve sosyal hayata uyum saglamak gibi temel konularda neler yapmay:1 diisiiniiyor-
sunuz?

Tiirkiye’de yasarken sizi en ¢ok zorlayan konu neydi?

Geleceginizi Tiirkiye’de goriiyorsaniz nasil bir uyum ve biitiinlesme ¢abas1 gostereceksiniz?
EK 2: Suriyeli Ogrencilere Yéneltilen Sorular

Goniillii geri doniisten ne anliyorsunuz, iilkenize donmeyi diistiniiyor musunuz?

Aile iiyeleriniz geri doniis siireci i¢in ne diisliniiyor?

Icinde bulundugunuz durum size ne hissettiriyor?

Okulda arkadaslarimz tarafindan bu durum nasil karsilaniyor?

Goniillii geri doniis siireci ile ilgili bizden beklentileriniz neler?
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X Platformunda Rusya — Ukrayna Savasinin
Metinlestirilmesi: Hermenotik Perspektifinden
Bir Analiz

Abror MASHARIPOV!

Ozet

21. ytizyilin en carpici jeopolitik catigmalarindan biri olan Rusya - Ukrayna savasinin X platformun-
daki temsilleri, savagin ayn1 zamanda anlati inga etme siireci oldugunu gostermis ve bu savas, sosyal
medya platformlarinin savag olgusunu nasil doniistiirdiigiinti gosteren giiclii bir 6rnek haline gelmis-
tir. X gibi dijital mecralarin, savasin yalnizca bir haber konusu olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda kurgulanan
ve yeniden {retilen bir metin olarak dolagima girmesine imkan sagladig: goriilmtistiir. Bu ¢alismada
Rusya - Ukrayna savasinin X platformundaki temsilleri, Paul Ricoeur’iin sembol hermenétigi yak-
lagimi gercevesinde analiz etmeye ¢alisilmistir. Calisma kapsaminda X platformunda savasin metin-
lestirilmesi analiz edilirken, su gibi sorulara cevaplar aranmigtir: X platformunda Rusya - Ukrayna
savasl nasil anlam kazanmakta ve yorumlanmakta? Hangi sdylemsel stratejiler ve anlati yapilar1 bu
metinlestirme siirecinde baskin rol oynamakta? Resmi kurumlarin metinsel uygulamalari, savasin an-
lagilmasini nasil sekillendirmekte? Calisma kapsaminda Ocak-Mayis 2025 tarihleri arasini kapsayan
donemde Rusya ve Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelgiliklerine ait X hesaplarinda yapilan paylasimlar
incelenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Rusya, Ukrayna, Savas, Hermenotik, Ricoeur, Savagin Metinlestirilmesi.
Abstract

The representations of the Russia—Ukraine war on the X platform, one of the most striking geopoliti-
cal conflicts of the twenty-first century, demonstrate that war is also a process of narrative constructi-
on. In this respect, the war has become a powerful example of how social media platforms transform
the phenomenon of war. Digital platforms such as X enable war to circulate not only as a news topic,
but also as a text that is constructed and continuously reproduced. This study seeks to analyze the
representations of the Russia—Ukraine war on the X platform within the framework of Paul Ricoeur’s
approach to the hermeneutics of symbols. While examining the textualization of war on X, the study
addresses the following questions: How is the Russia—Ukraine war given meaning and interpreted
on the X platform? Which discursive strategies and narrative structures play a dominant role in this
process of textualization? How do the textual practices of official institutions shape the understanding
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of war?

Within the scope of the study, posts shared on the official X accounts of the Russian and Ukrainian
Embassies in Ankara between January and May 2025 were analyzed.

Keywords: Russia, Ukraine, War, Hermeneutics, Ricoeur, Textualization of War.

GIRIS

Hizl bir sekilde gelisen ve daha da gelismeye devam eden dijital teknolojiler ve sosyal medya plat-
formlari, glintimiiz savaslarinin dogasini biiyiik bir dl¢iide degistirmektedir. Geleneksel medyanin
egemen oldugu dénemlerde insanlar bilgi alabilmek icin haberleri takip etmek zorundaydilar, savas-
lar1 haberlestirme siireci belli bir filtrelerden gecmekteydi ve haber akisi iizerinde 6nemli bir kontrol
bulunmaktaydi. Ama insanlar artik sosyal medya aracilifiyla sicak catismalar hakkinda daha hizli
haber alabilmekte ve hatta bu olaylarin birebir sahidi olabilmekteler. Ayrica farkli sosyal medya plat-
formlar1 silahli catismalar, savaslar hakkinda farkindalik olusturmaya ve gercekleri ortaya koymaya
yardimci olabilirken ayni zamanda bu platformlar cesitli savaslar ve catismalar sirasinda algi yone-

timi, manipiilasyon ve propaganda, psikolojik harp aracina da doniigebilmektedir. Rusya-Ukrayna
savasl, bu durumun en carpici 6rneklerinden birini olusturmaktadir.

Rusya ve Ukrayna arasinda uzun zamandir devam eden kriz, 24 Subat 2022 tarihinde Rusya’nin
Ukrayna’ya kars1 “6zel askeri operasyon” adi altinda savas baslatmasiyla yeni bir boyuta ulasmistir.
Bu saldir1 uluslararas1 hukukun ihlali olarak degerlendirilmistir, zira Rusya, bu saldiriyla 5 Aralik
1994 tarihinde imzaladig1 Budapeste Memorandumunu ihlal ettigini géstermistir. Bu memorandum
kapsaminda Ukrayna SSCB’den kalan niikleer silahlar1 Rusya’ya devretmis, Rusya da Ukrayna’nin
mevcut sinirlar icindeki bagimsizligina ve egemenligine saygi gosterme yiikiimliiliigiinii tistlenmistir.
Ama Rusya 18 Mart 2014 tarihinde Ukrayna’nin bir parcasi olan Kirim’i, 2022 yilinda baglatilan
saldirilar sonrasinda da Ukrayna’nin giineyi ve dogusunu ilhak etmistir.

Doster’e gore (2022:9), Rusya’nin 22 Subat 2022’de baglattig1 ve “6zel askeri operasyon” adini ver-
digi savas, egemen ve bagimsiz bir iilkeye saldir1 ve uluslararasi hukukun acikca ihlalidir. Savas, o
giinden beri askeri boyutunun yaninda, politik, diplomatik, ekonomik boyutuyla; medya ve 6zellikle
sosyal medya boyutuyla da giindemde olmaya devam etmektedir. Cephede Ukrayna ve Rusya arasin-
da gerceklesmekte olan bu savasin Rusya ve ABD-NATO arasinda da politik, diplomatik ve ekono-
mik alanlara tasindig1 goriilmektedir. Rusya, Ukrayna’ya karsi saldirilara gerekce olarak Ukrayna’nin
NATO’ya iiye olma isteginin yani NATO’nun genisleme politikasinin Rusya i¢gin giivenlik tehlikesi
olusturdugu, Ukrayna yonetiminin bir Nazi yonetimi oldugunu ve bu yonetimin Batili destekcileriyle
birlikte Rusya’y1 parcalama amaci tagidigini, 6zellikle Ukrayna’nin dogusunda yasayan Rus kdkenli
vatandaglara yonelik asimilasyon ve baski politikalar1 uygulandigini dile getirmistir (Koksoy, Ka-
valoglu 2023:96). Rusya bu savasla Ukrayna’nin Karadeniz’le bagini kesmeyi, NATO’ya girmesini
engellemeyi, askeri giiciinii miimkiin kadar azaltmayi, Ukrayna’nin dogusunda bulunan Donbas bél-
gesini almay1 ve Kirim’la karadan baglanti kurmay1 hedeflemektedir. Rusya’nin savasi kazanmasi
durumunda Ukrayna topraklarinin bir kismini kaybetmesi ve sanayisi ¢okmiis bir iilkeye doniisecegi
ongoriilmektedir (Doster 2022:10).

Rusya’nin Ukrayna’ya saldirisiyla birlikte yalnizca askeri degil ayni zamanda medya ve enformasyon
alaninda da siddetli bir “savas” baslamstir (Oncan 2022:39). Taraflar, kendilerini hakli géstermek,
olup bitenler hakkinda haberleri genis kitlelere ulastirmak, amagclarini beyan etmek amaciyla medya
alaninda yogun caba sarfetmekte ve mevcut durumdan yola ¢ikarak yeni medya stratejileri tiretmek-
tedir. Rus medya organlarinin savas sirasinda dezenformasyon yapmakla suclanarak 6zellikle Avrupa
tilkelerinde yasaklanmasi ve erisime engellenmesi sonucunda bu organlar dijital mecralara daha fazla
yonelmek zorunda kalmigtir. Ornegin, RIA Novosti, TASS, Sputnik gibi Rus haber ajanslari, Teleg-
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ram uygulamasindaki paylasim sikligin iki katindan fazla artirmis, YouTube hesaplarinin kapatilma-
sindan dolay: énemli canl yayinlar1 Telegram uygulamasi iizerinden yapmaya baglamistir (Oncan
2022:44).

Rusya - Ukrayna savasi sirasinda her iki taraf da kendi anlatilarim kiiresel 6lcekte yayabilmek icin
ozellikle sosyal medyay: etkili bir bicimde kullanmaktadir. Taraflar tek bir fotografin veya videonun
cok kisa bir siirede milyonlarca kisiye ulasabilecegi ve uluslararasi giindem olusturabilecegi, kiiresel
kamuoyunu etkileyebilecegi bilincinde hareket etmekte ve dijital mecralar1 kendi lehine kullanmak
icin cabalamaktadir. Genel olarak, internette hem profesyonel kisiler ve kurumlar hem de siradan
kisiler lizerinden yayilan icerikler daha genis kitlelere aktarilabilmektedir (Basmaci 2022:49, 54).
Ama dijital mecralarin ayn1 zamanda dijital dezenformasyon araci olabilecegini, gercekler kasith bir
bicimde carpitilarak hazirlanan iceriklerin ¢ok kisa siirede yayilabilecegini de dikkate almak gerek-
mektedir. Sosyal medya platformlarinda bulunan mevcut algoritmalar, dolasima sokulan yalanlarin
goriiniirliigii artmasina imkan saglayarak daha fazla yayilmasina yol acabilmektedir. Sosyal medya
platformlarinin dezenformasyonun yayilmasinda ne kadar 6nemli bir rol oynayabilecegi Rusya - Uk-
rayna savasl sirasinda bir kez daha goriilmiistiir. Insanlarin sicak haberleri takip etmek icin énce-
likli olarak kullandig1 X (eski adiyla Twitter)’da bu amaca daha da uygun hale gelmistir. Ornegin,
X’da Ukrayna’da sivillerin 6ldiiriildiigiine, insan haklari ihlallerine veya belirli etnik gruplarin hedef
alindigina dair uydurma hikayeler paylasilmistir. Bu gibi karalama kampanyalar1 sosyal medyadaki
trendleri etkilemeyi hedefleyen hashtagler, sahte hesaplar iizerinden yanlis bilginin yayilmas1 veya
acilan giindemin desteklenmesi ve belli bagli haber kuruluslar ile resmi hesaplarin taklit edilmesi
seklinde yiiriitiilmektedir (Sigirc1 2023:4484, 4488).

Kisaca soylemek gerekirse, Rusya-Ukrayna savasinda her iki taraf da sosyal medya platformlari tize-
rinden kendi anlatilarini inga etmekte ve bu yiizden bu savas, sdylemler savasi sayilabilmektedir. Bu
savas sosyal medya platformlarinda farkli perspektiflerden yorumlanmakta; savasla ilgili anlatilar ve
anlamlar iiretilerek savasin metinlestirilmesi gerceklesmektedir.

Rusya-Ukrayna savasinin sosyal medyada temsil edilme bigimleri, Ricoeur’iin hermenétik yaklagimi
cercevesinde ele alindiginda, metnin anlaminin yalnizca yazarin niyetinden degil, okurun yorumlayi-
1 faaliyetinden de kaynaklandig1 gercegi ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Ricoeur’tin sembol hermeno6tigi, sem-
bollerin ¢ift anlamli yapisin1 ve yorumlama siirecinin yaratici karakterini vurgularken, sosyal medya
metinlerinin anlamlandirilmasi i¢in de verimli bir cerceve sunmaktadir. Bu baglamda X platformun-
daki savas metinleri, yalnizca bilgi aktarim araclar1 degil, ayn1 zamanda anlam iiretimi ve yeniden
tiretim mekanizmalar olarak islev gérmektedir.

Bu ¢alisma, modern savaglarin dijital platformlarda nasil metinlestirildigini ve hermendtik perspekti-
fin bu analiz icin nasil bir kavramsal ¢erceve sundugunu ortaya koymay1 amacglamaktadir.

KAVRAMSAL CERCEVE

Bu calismada Rusya - Ukrayna savasinin X platformundaki temsilleri, Fransiz filozof Paul Rico-
eur’iin sembol hermeno6tigi yaklasimi cercevesinde analiz etmeye calisiimistir.

19. yiizyilda pozitivizmin yontem anlayisina ve doga bilimlerinin yontemini beseri bilimlerde de
kullanma tavrina kars: farkl bir yonteme ihtiya¢ duyulmustur, zira tarih ve sosyoloji gibi bilimlerin
konusu olan insan varliginin temel 6zellikleri bunu gerektirmekteydi. Hermendtik anlayis, bu ihti-
yactan yola cikarak yani beseri bilimlerdeki pozitivist anlayisa kars: dnerilmistir (Aktay 2020: 44).

Hermenotik kavrami eski Yunan tanrist Hermes ile iliskilendirilir, yani etimolojik kékeninin antik
Yunan dénemine kadar uzandig: sdylenebilir. Hermes, insanlar ve Tanrilar arasinda aracilik yapmis
ve bu gorevini yerine getirirken kendi yorumlarini da eklemistir. Hermendtik kavraminin bu yiizden
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tiiredigi diigiiniilmektedir. Bu kavram 17. yiizyildan itibaren Incil’i yorumlamay1 amaglayan bir di-
siplini tammlamak icin kullanilmaya baslamistir. 1960’larda yalnizca edebiyat, hukuk, ilahiyat gibi
alanlardaki metinlerin yorumlanmasiyla ilgilenen bir disiplin i¢in kullanilan hermenétik terimi bu-
giinlerde hem kuramsal bir yonelimi hem felsefi bir disiplini hem de bir akimi anlatmak i¢in kullanil-
maktadir (Aktay 2020: 49, 45).

Hermenotik, kisaca anlam yorumunun felsefesi veya kurami diye tanimlanabilmektedir. Zira herme-
notik yaklagim insanin varhigi, onu kusatan bir anlamlar ag1 tarafindan belirlendigini séylemektedir
(Aktay 2020: 45-46). Cevizci ise hermendtigi insan eylemlerinin, sézlerinin, insanin yarattig1 iiriin-
lerin ve kurumlarin anlamini kavrama ve yorumlama sanati olarak tanimlamistir (2000: 159). Baska
bir ifadeyle, hermenotik, elde bulunan bir metni yorum araciligiyla acik ve anlasilir hale getirmeye
yonelik cabadir (Bilge 2020:26, Ebu Zeyd 2014:237).

Modern hermenétigin kurucusu olarak kabul edilen Alman diisiintir Schleiermacher da hermenétigi
“anlama sanat1” olarak tanimlamig (Tatar 2004: 37) ve bir metni, metnin yazarindan daha iyi anlamak
hermendtikle miimkiin olacagini ifade etmistir. Schleiermacher’ gére, hermenotik yanlis anlagilmala-
r1 ortadan kaldirir, kapali ve anlagilmaz olan metinleri agik ve anlagilir hale getirir, metnin yazari ile
yorumcu arasinda var olan zaman ve mekan farkini giderir (Giiglii vd. 2002: 1612-1614).

Schleiermacher’in yanlis anlamdan sakinma sanat1 seklindeki hermenétik tanimi Gadamer tarafin-
dan elestirilmistir. Gadamer, zaten asina oldugumuz bir ortak anlamanin bizi yabanci olan bir seyi
anlamaya sevk edebilecegini soylemistir. Yanlis anlama, yabanciligin bir sonucudur ve anlayan ile
anlasilan seyin baslangicta birbirinden tamamen soyutlanmis halde bulunduklarini géstermez. Tam
tersine, yanlis anlamanin kendisi zaten bir tiir ortak (dogru) anlama zeminin varsayar ve bu nedenle
hermendtik, asina olunandan (ortak anlama zemininden) yabanci olana (metinlere) dogru yol demek-
tir (Tatar 2004: 32).

Ricoeur’e gore ise hermendtik, gizli anlami desifre etmek veya yorumlamak anlamina gelmektedir
(Aktay 2020:133). Ricoeur, hermenétigin tanimini yaparken, onu icerigin anlagilmasi ve yorumlan-
masiyla iligkilendirmistir. Ona goére anlama, bir zihnin digsal ifadeler yoluyla anlami bagka bir zihne
aktarmasidir. Bu durumun devam etmesi, yani anlamin edinildikten sonra yorumlanmasi, hermenéti-
gin tam 6ziinii ortaya koymaktadir (Allayarova 2017:73).

Hermendtigin temel arastirma nesnesi metindir. Metin olarak igerik tasiyan ve genel olarak insan
emeginin {irtinii olan her tiirlii yazi, sembol, sanat eseri hermend6tigin arastirma nesnesi olabilir. Met-
nin hermenétiginden bahsederken Ricoeur, 6ncelikle hermendtigin ne olduguna dikkat cekmek istedi-
gini, hermendtigin anlama siirecleri teorisi ve metinsel yorumlamayla iliskisi oldugunu vurgulamistir.

Bir metnin hermenétik ¢6ziimlemesi anlama ve yorumlama yoluyla gerceklestirilir. Anlamdan yoru-
ma geciste maddi bir temeli olan semboller yazi bi¢ciminde ifade edilir. Yazili olarak ifade edilen her
tiirlii belge, am1 yoruma mubhtactir. Bu nedenle 6ncelikle yorumlama ile anlama arasindaki baglanti
ve farklhiliklarin agiklia kavusturulmas: gerekmektedir. Metni yorumlayabilmek i¢in onu anlamak
gerekir. Anlama, bir zihnin digsal ifadeler (durum, hareket, konusma gibi) yoluyla baska bir zihnin
aktardig1 sembollerin 6zelliklerini 6ziimsemesi, yorumlama ise anlamanin sonuglarini kullanmasidir
(Allayarova 2017:113, 115).

Recoeur, metinleri ve sembolik yapilari bir baslangi¢ noktasi olarak gérmiistiir ve hermendétigin go-
revi, bu yapilarin ardinda bulunan anlamlan aciga ¢ikarmak oldugunu diisiinmiistiir. Bilge’ye gore
(2020:29), Ricoeur’un hermenétik yaklagimini incelemek, dilin incelenmesini ve dogal olarak dil
ogelerinin (6zellikle sembol ve metaforun) incelenmesini gerektirir. Ciinkii Ricoeur insanin bir dilsel
varlik oldugunu ve bir dil iginde yer aldigini, kendini dil araciligiyla acikladigim diisiinir.
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Ricoeur, dilsel ifadelerin cogunlukla kapali ve bulanik oldugunu séylemistir. Ona gore, dilde bir sdy-
lemin birincil/literal anlaminin i¢inde bagka bir anlam kendini gizler, bu cok anlamli yapiy1 da sembol
olarak adlandirmis ve metaforu ¢cok anlamlilig1 yaratmasi bakimindan sembole gecis asamasi olarak
gormiistiir. Yorumu da semboldeki anlamlarin sifresini ¢6zen bir diigiince faaliyeti olarak belirlemistir
(Bingol 2022:698).

Ricoeur i¢in sembol, bir filozofun siirekli ilgilenmek ve ¢c6zmek zorunda oldugu bir gizemdir; sembol,
hep c¢ifte bir anlama sahiptir ve genel olarak kabul edilen kiiltiirel anlamin 6tesinde bir anlami vardir.
Recoeuriyen hermendtik, anlamli davranisi bir metin olarak gérme cabasinin sonucunda asil olarak
bu sembollerin ¢oziimlenmesine ve sembollerin gosterdigi kutsal anlama ulasmaya, anlam restore
etmeye calismaktadir. Yorum ise, Ricoeur’e gore, sembollerdeki gizli anlami ¢6zmeye, anlamdaki
cogullugu acik hale getirmeye calisan diisiince islemidir. Nerede cogul anlam s6z konusuysa orada
yorum olacaktir (Aktay 2020:131, 109). Yorum, bilinmeyeni bilinir hale getirir, dolayisiyla sembolik
alan yorum yardimiyla kavranir. Bagka bir ifadeyle, sembol ve yorum birbirlerine gore tanimlanir ve
yorum, sembollerin sifresini ¢ozer. Metafor ise sembol teorisine gétiiren bir analiz olarak islev goriir
ve metafor ile sembol, yorum teorisinin kapsamini belirler. Metaforik bir ifade bir nesnenin hem ne
oldugunu hem de ne olmadigim sdyler. Bir sey icin iki farkh fikir vererek yeni anlamlar iiretir ve
bdylece ¢ok anlamhilig1 yaratir. Cok anlamlilik da semboldiir. Dolayisiyla metafor, sembole gegis
asamasidir (Bingol 2022:702, 713).

Ricoeur’un sembol hermenétigi, sembollerin ve metinlerin ¢ok anlamli dogasin1 merkeze alarak,
anlam {iretim siirecinin karmagsikligin ortaya koymaktadir. Bu yaklagim, sosyal medya platformla-
rindaki savas temsillerinin analizinde de kullanilabilir. Bu yaklasim sosyal medya platformlarinin
algoritmalar ve etkilesim mekanizmalarinin geleneksel metin-okur iliskisini nasil doniistiirdiigiinii
anlamaya yardimc olacaktir.

YONTEM VE MATERYAL

Bu calismada Rusya - Ukrayna savaginin X platformundaki temsilleri, Paul Ricoeur’iin sembol her-
menotigi yaklagimi cercevesinde analiz etmeye calisiimigtir.

Calisma kapsaminda X platformunda savasin metinlestirilmesi analiz edilirken, su gibi soru-
lara cevaplar aranmistir: X platformunda Rusya - Ukrayna savasi nasil anlam kazanmakta
ve yorumlanmakta? Hangi sdylemsel stratejiler ve anlati yapilar1 bu metinlestirme siirecinde
baskin rol oynamakta? Resmi kurumlarin metinsel uygulamalari, savasin anlasilmasim nasil
sekillendirmekte?

Calisma kapsaminda Ocak-Mayis 2025 tarihleri arasim kapsayan donemde Rusya ve Uk-
rayna’nin Ankara Biiyitikelciliklerine ait X hesaplarinda yapilan Tiirk¢e paylasimlar manuel
olarak taranmis, incelenmis ve latent tematik analizi yontemiyle analiz edilmistir. Braun ve
Clarke’in (2006) tematik analiz modeli kapsaminda tiim paylasimlar arastirmaci tarafindan
en az iki defa okunmus ve gerekli notlar ahinmistir. Paylasimlarin satir aralari incelenmis, elde
edilen verilerden kodlar olusturulmus ve bu kodlar tablolara aktarilmistir (Ornegin, DIS-TEH
olarak kodlanmistir). Ayrica temalardan yola cikarak yapilan literal, sembolik ve Hermenétik
yorumlar da ayr1 bir tabloda verilmistir. inandiricilik acisindan, analiz edilen tiim paylasimla-
rin ekran goriintiileri alimmistir. Verilerin tiimii resmi kurumlarin kamuya acik hesaplarindan
alinmustir ve hicbir kisisel veriler icermemektedir.

Yapilan 6n ¢alismalar, 2025 yilinin ocak-mayis aylarini icerin bes aylik ddnemin ana temalar ve ta-
raflarin s6ylemsel stratejilerini yakalamak icin yeterli oldugunu gostermistir. Zira savasin dordiincii
yilinda taraflarin sanal ortamdaki soylemsel stratejilerin belli bir olgunluk diizeyine ulastig1 gortil-
mektedir. Bu yiizden zaman aralig1 bes aylik dénemle sinirlandirilmistir. Diger taraftan, Ricoeur’iin
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sembol hermenotigi yaklasimi, her metnin ¢cok katmanli (literal ve sembolik) analizini gerektirdigi
dikkate alindiginda, 155 paylasimin (Rusya: 63, Ukrayna: 92) bu analizin yapilabilmesi i¢in uygun
bir biiyiikliikte oldugu anlagilmaktadir.

Rusya ve Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelgilikleri, kendi iilkelerinin Disisleri Bakanliklarini, dolayi-
styla hiikiimetlerini temsil etmektedir. Yani bu biiyiikelciliklerin sosyal medya hesaplarindan yapilan
paylasimlar, Rusya ve Ukrayna hiikiimetlerinin resmi goriislerini ifade etmektedir. Bu yiizden ve veri
giivenirligi acisindan calisma icin veri kaynagi Rusya ve Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciliklerinin
resmi, onaylanmis X hesaplarindan yapilan Tiirkce paylasimlarla sinirlandirilmisgtir.

Calisma cercevesinde hermenotik, sembol hermenoétigi, Rusya — Ukrayna savasi gibi konularda
yapilmis bilimsel calismalarin literatiirii taranmistir.

BULGULAR

Rusya’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciligine ait X hesabi, Eyliil 2012 tarihinde agilmistir ve 4 Haziran 2025
tarihi itibariyle 51 213 takipcisi bulunmaktadir. Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciligine ait X hesabi ice
Aralik 2014 tarihinde agilmis ve 4 Haziran 2025 tarihi itibariyle 110 275 takipgisi bulunmaktadir. Her
iki biiytiikelcilik de resmi kurum olmalari itibariyle savas konusunda iilkelerinin resmi bakis acilarini
ve sdylemlerini yansitmaktadir.

2025 yilinin ocak ayindan mayis ayina kadar Rusya’nin Ankara Biiyiikelgiligi resmi X hesabinda
savagla ilgili 63 paylasim, bu tarihlerde Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciligi resmi X hesabinda ile
savagla ilgili 92 paylasim yapilmustir.

Tablo 1. Ana Temalarin Dagilimi

Temalar Rusya Ukrayna Toplam
Soylemsel Strateji (Rusya: NATO, AB, ABD ve diger dis giiglere yonelik su¢lamalar, Ukrayna
saldirilar1, Ukrayna’ya kars1 suglamalar. Ukrayna: Rusya saldirilari, Rusya’ya karsi suglama- 50 81 131
lar, magduriyet)
Baris Séylemeleri 6 1 7
Diger 7 10 17
TOPLAM 63 92 155

Elde edilen verilere bakildiginda Rusya Biiyiikelciligi tarafindan yapilan paylasimlarin %35’ini
NATO, AB, ABD dis giiclere yonelik suglamalar olusturdugu goriilmektedir. Yani Rusya bu payla-
simlarla savasin bu dis giiclerin miidahaleleri/eylemleri sonucunda basladigini séylemeye ve kendisi-
nin bu savasi baslatmakla hakl oldugunu gostermeye calismaktadir.

Belirlenen zaman zarfinda Ukrayna Biiyiikelgiligi tarafindan yapilan paylagimlarin %88’in konu-
sunu ise Rusya’ya yonelik suclamalar ve Rusya’nin Ukrayna’ya saldirilar1 olusturmaktadir. Bu da
Ukrayna’nin agirlikli olarak kendisini saldiriya ugrayan ve magdur taraf olarak konumlandirmaya
calistigim gostermektedir.

Kisacasi, her iki taraf da kars tarafi suclayan sdylemleriyle 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Ukrayna’nin soylemleri
daha ¢ok tepkisel ve savunma mahiyetinde iken, Rusya’nin séylemleri hem Ukrayna’y1 suclayan hem
de uluslararasi aktorleri hedef alan yapiya sahiptir.

29 Mart 2025 tarihinde Rusya’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciligine ait X hesabindan yapilan paylasimda Rus-
ya Daisisleri Bakani Sergey Lavrov’un su ifadesine yer verilmistir: “Ukrayna’daki catismanin tetigi
tam olarak NATO’nun doguya dogru saldirgan ve uzun yillar siiren genislemesiydi.”
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RusEmbAnkara & ©@Rust mbTurkey - 28 May
= #lLavrov: #Ukrayna'daki gcatigmanin tetifii tam olarak #NATO'nun doBuya
dofru saldirgan ve uzun yillar siiren geniglemesiydi.

Stinyurl.com/fA73uBAkw

11-13APRI

Gorsel 1. Rusya’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciligi resmi X
hesabindan 29 Mart 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylasim

Ricoeur’un sembol hermenétigi cercevesinde bakildiginda, Lavrov’un NATO’nun genislemesini Uk-
rayna catismasinin nedeni olarak gosterdigi aciklamasi bu paylasimin literal yani birincil anlamini
olusturmaktadir. “Saldirgan genisleme” ve “Doguya dogru” ifadeleri ise sembolik yani ikincil anlam
tasimaktadr. ilk ifadeyle NATO’nun yayihma bir gii¢ olduguna, ikinci ifade ise NATO’nun doguya
dogru ilerlemesinin Rusya’ya kars1 bir tehdit olusturduguna ima edilmektedir. Ayrica bu paylasimla
Rusya’nin aslinda saldirgan bir iilke olmadi81, Ukrayna’daki ¢atismalar ise NATO’nun eylemlerinden
kaynaklanan bir durum oldugu séylenmistir. Yani Lavrov bu ifadeyle savas1 savunmak isterken Rus-
ya’nin bir kurban oldugunu sdylemeye ve sucu digsallagtirmaya ¢alismustir.

Bu paylasim Rusya perspektifinden bakildigina mesru savunma anlamini, Ukrayna perspektifinden
bakildiginda ise gerekce iiretme anlamim tasimaktadir.

1 Mart 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylasimda Rusya Disisleri Bakanlig1 S6zciisii Mariya Zakharova’nin
aciklamasina yer verilmistir.
! RusEmbAnkara # @RuskEmbiurkey - 1 Mar

= it Zakharova: #Ukrayna Silahl Kuwvetlerinin durumu kétlilesmeye devam
ediyor.

Bat'nin kigkirtmasiyla dénduriilen savag ¢arki, Ukrayna'nin kanini akitmayi
ve llkeyi gelecek nesillerinden mahrum birakmayi amagliyor.

é?iil"'y'\ll:.';L',"‘.‘._-':v":,kI‘"""I"l n

Q1 s Qa4 28 [

Gorsel 2. Rusya’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciligi resmi X hesabindan 1 Mart 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylasim
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Bu paylasimda Ukrayna ordusunun durumu kétiilestigi ve savastan Batinin sorumlu oldugu iddia
edilmistir (literal anlam). Bu paylasimda “savas ¢arki” metaforu kullanilarak savasin nasil bir insan-
lik digi siire¢ oldugu sdylenmeye calisilmis, “lilkeyi gelecek nesillerinden mahrum birakmay: amac-
liyor” ifadesiyle (sembolik anlam) Batinin amaci Ukrayna’y1 yok etmek olduguna ima edilmektedir.
Ayrica bu paylasimdan Ukrayna’nin Batinin bir kurbani oldugunu, Rusya’nin ise gercekleri sdyleyen
bir iilke oldugunu séylemeye calisildig1 goriilmektedir. Yani Disisleri Bakanlig1 Sozciisli Zakharova
Batinin savasi koriikleyen taraf oldugu iddia ederek Rusya’nin savastaki sorumlulugunu digsallastir-
mistir.

1 Subat 2025 tarihinde paylasimda Rusya Disisleri Bakanlig1 S6zciisii Mariya Zakharova’nin su agik-
lamasina yer verilmigtir: “Kiev rejimi, sadece Rusca konugsan niifusa kars1 degil, aym1 zamanda Uk-

rayna halkina kars1 da neo-Nazidir. Simdi Kiev rejimi kendi vatandaslarim yok ediyor.”
E RusEmbAnkara £ @RusEmbTurkey - 1 Sub
= [ Zakharova: Kiev rejimi, sadece Rusca konusan nuflusa kars dedil, aym
zamanda #Ukrayna halkina karsi da neo-Nazidir. Simdi Kiev rejimi kendi
valandaslanm yok ediyor.

& linyurl.com/m(9bs6ar

Q2 16 a0 18 A &

Gorsel 3. Rusya’nin Ankara Biiyiikel¢iligi resmi X hesabindan
1 Mart 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylagim

Yani literal anlamda Zakharova, Ukrayna hiikiimetinin neo-Nazi oldugunu ve kendi halkina zarar ver-
digini iddia etmistir. Bu paylasimda Rusya’nin Ukrayna’da Rus niifusa kars1 suglar islendigine dair
iddiasinin tekrar edildigi goriilmektedir. “Kiev rejimi” ifadesiyle Ukrayna hiikiimetinin mesru olma-
digina ima edilmekte, “kendi vatandaglarini yok ediyor” ifadesi ile ise Ukrayna hiikiimetinin bir teh-
dit unsuru oldugu ve kendi vatandaglarina kars: katliam/soykirim sugunu isledigi iddia edilmektedir.
Bu paylasimda da Rusya savastaki sorumlulugunu inkar ederek sucu Ukrayna tarafina yiiklemistir.

Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciligi resmi X hesabindan yapilan paylasimlardan, Ukrayna’nin kendi-
sini bir savas magduru oldugunu géstermeye calistig1 goriilmektedir. Ornegin 8 May1s 2025 tarihinde
yapilan paylasimda su ifadelere yer verilmistir: “Nazizme kars1 kazanilan zafer milyonlarca cana mal
oldu — bunlarin 8 milyonu Ukraynalilardi. Hatirlamak, tarihin kendini tekrar etmeye calistigin fark
etmektir. Rusya simdi durdurulmali. #NeverAgainlsNow”
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Ukraine in Tiirkiye & @UKRINTR - & May

Nazizme karg kazamlan zaler milyonlarca cana mal oldu - bunlann 8
milyonu Ukraynalilardi. Hatirlamak, tarihin kendini tekrar etmeye ¢aligtifin
fark etmektir. Rusya simdi durdurulmali.

#NeverAgainlsNow

{uy

4B /058 dfp & ¥ 2

Gorsel 4. Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciligi resmi X
hesabindan 8 Mayis 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylasim

9 Mayis yani Zafer Giinii 6ncesinde yapilan bu paylasimda ikinci Diinya Savas: sirasinda Ukray-
nalilarin Nazi karsiti miicadeledeki kayiplarini anilmis ve Rusya’nin durdurulmas: gerektigi mesaji
verilistir (literal anlam). “Tarihin kendini tekrar etmeye calistigim fark etmek” ifadesiyle Rusya’nin
saldirilarina ve tekrar biiyiik kayiplar yasanabilecegine gonderme yapilistir. “8 milyonu Ukraynali”
ifadesi sehitleri temsil etmektedir. Holokost’un sembolii olan #NeverAgainlsNow hashtagi ise Yahu-
diler gibi Ukraynalilarin da soykirima ugrayabilecegini anlatmak icin kullanilmigtir. Bu paylagimla
Rusya’nin Nazi Almanya’sinin yerini almaya calistigi ima edilerek, Rusya’y1 durdurmak i¢in ulusla-
rarasi miidahalenin gerektigi mesaj1 verilmistir.

Ukrayna Biiyiikelciligi 8 Mayis’ta ayni anlami tasiyan baska bir paylasim daha yapmistir.

iy Ukraine in Thrkiye & @UKRITR - 8 May
¥ Gegmilg teberrin ediyor.

Ikinei [Minya Savagi'nda milyonlarca Uksaynak didd. Bugdn Rusya yine ykim

ve 8i0m getirtyor.

Ulkravyna, diimynyia birlikte spvag kurbaniarm anyor. Unutmaynlem: hafiza

sonsmiuluktus, Rusya adil bir banga zodanmal.

(=) 03 on 54 [l

Gorsel 5. Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikel¢iligi resmi X
hesabindan 8 Mayis 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylasim

11 Nisan 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylasimda Rusya’nin Ukrayna’da 616 ¢ocugu o6ldiirdiigii bilgisi
verilerek, Rusya’nin savas sucu isledigi mesaj1 verilmistir (literal anlam). Bu ¢ocuklarin diinyanin
savasl durdurmak icin Rusya’ya yeteri kadar baski yapmadan énce 6ldiigii ifade edilerek, savas: dur-
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durmak icin uluslararasi camianin daha fazla ¢aba harcamasi gerektigi vurgulanmistir. Ayni zamanda
bu paylasim Ukrayna’nin tek basina savasi durduramayacagini ve Rusya’nin askeri anlamda Ukray-
na’dan daha giiclii oldugunu gostermektedir.

t Ulcraine in Tirkive & @UKRINTR - 11 Nis
¥ Rusya, Ukrayna'da en az 616 gocudu Sidirdl. Bu gocuklardan bazlan, tam
Glgakli iggal bagladiktan sonra dogdu - ve sona ermaden Snoe hayatin
kaybetti,
Dinya, Rusya'ya bu savag durdurmasi igin yeterince bask yapmadan
tnes

Rusya'y: bansa 2orayin — hayatlan kurtarmak igin.

AT LEAST

616 CHILDREN
WERE KILLED

AND

1869 INJURED

Gorsel 6. Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikel¢iligi resmi X
hesabindan 11 Nisan 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylasim

Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiytikelciligi resmi X hesabindan 17 Nisan 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylasim,
savasin goriinmeyen yiizlerini, insan kayiplarinin somut ve hissedilebilir bir gerceklik oldugunu or-
taya koymaktadir.

¢+, Ukraine in Tiirkiye £ @UKRIATR - 17 Nis
Bu, 13 Nisan'da Rusya’run Sunmy’ye dizenledigi saldinda hayatini kaybeden
Martynenko ailesi. Nataliia, Mykola ve 11 yasindaki ogullan Maksym..

Saldin anmda birlikleydiler, bitlikle can verdiler. Ay giin yan yana lopraga
verildiler.

@) 118 o7

it 18 A &

Gorsel 7. Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciligi resmi X
hesabindan 11 Nisan 2025 tarihinde yapilan paylagim

Paylagimda 13 Nisan’da Rusya’nin Sumy’ye diizenledigi saldirida hayatin1 kaybeden, 3 fertten olu-
san Martynenko ailesinin cenaze toreni ve yan yana dizilmis 3 tabut goérseline yer verilmistir. Bu
paylasimda “13 Nisan’da Rusya’nin Sumy’ya diizenledigi saldirida hayatin1 kaybeden™ ifadesi belirli
bir tarih ve mekanla hafizay: sabitlerken, “Ayni giin yan yana topraga verildiler” ifadesi trajedinin
vurgusunu giliclendiriyor. Gorsellerde yan yana dizilmis tabutlar kolektif bir kayb1 simgelemektedir
ve Rusya’nin saldirilarinin sonuclarina ima etmektedir. Ayn1 zamanda bu paylasimin amaci Ukray-
na’nin bir savag magduru oldugunu da gostermek ve duygusal mesaj iizerinden empati aramaktir.
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Kisacas1 Ukrayna tarafinin X platformu iizerinden yaptig1 paylasimlarda magduriyeti ifade etmek
icin daha cok duygusal bir dil kullanmigken, Rusya tarafinin saldirilar1 mesru gostermek igin ideo-
lojik bir dil kullandig1 ve her iki tarafin da savasla ilgili anlatilarin inga ederken kendilerinin hakli
olduklarin ifade etmeye calistiklar1 goriilmektedir.

Rusya ve Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciliklerine ait X hesaplarinin incelenmesinden elde edilen
veriler 15181nda asagidaki tablo olusturulmustur.

Yukaridaki 6rnek paylasimlardan asagidaki sekilde tematik analiz haritasi olusturulmustur.

Tablo 2. Tematik analiz haritas:

Ana Tema | Alt Tema | Kod | Ornek Séylemler
Rusya
Sorumlulugun  digsal- NéTO elestirisi, dis te- DIS-TEH “Nl'\TO’nufl doguya dogru saldirgan ve uzun yillar siiren
lagtirilmasi hdit genislemesi”
Bati’nin provokasyonu DIS-TEH “Bati’nin kigkirtmasiyla dondiiriilen savas garki”
Ideolojik etiketleme Neo-Nazi suglamasi IDE-ETI “Kiev rejimi, ... neo-Nazidir”

Giivenlik tehdidi, ger- “Ukrayna’daki ¢atismalarin tetigi ... NATO’nun genisleme-

Mesrulastirma
ekce

MES-GER si”, “Kiev rejimi kendi vatandaslarini yok ediyor”, “Kiev re-
jimi Rusca konusan niifusa kars1”

Ukrayna

. .. . “R , Ukr: it 616 k oldirdd”, “R ?
Magduriyet, duygus- | Sivil kayiplar, aile tra- usya ayna ca en az gocuc olcurcu usya nin

allik jedileri, cocuk dlimleri, MAG-DUY o diizenledigi saldirida hayatin1 kaybeden Martynenko aile-
si
Suglama Rusya sug igliyor RUS-SUC “Rusya yine yikim ve 6liim getiriyor”
Dii ki - o L
unyav Amuoyu Rusya’ya miidahale .. “Rusya adil bir barigsa zorlanmali”, “Rusya simdi durdurul-
na c¢agri, uluslararasi . ULU-MUD N R N
cagrist mal1”, “Rusya’y1 barisa zorlayin
destek arayisi
Tarihsel hafiza TAR-HAF “Gegmis tekerriif e(}izor” “Ikinci Diinya Savas1’nda milyon-
larca Ukraynal1 61dii
Tablo 3. Temalarin yorumlanmasi
Temalar Kodlar Literal Anlam Sembolik Anlam Hermenétik Yorum
NATO’nun Doguya saldir- ' Rusya, l(f:ndls1311n savasl basluatan
. . DIS-TEH, | Savasin nedeni, NA- taraf degil magdur taraf oldugunu
gan genislemesi, Batinin ’ , . .. S - N
. .. .| MES-GER | TO’nin yayilmaci poli- | Rusya, kendini savun- | iddia etmektedir ve saldirganhiini
kigkirtmasi, Kiev rejimi . .. S
. e tikas1 ve Batinin provo- | maya ¢aligmaktadir mesrulagtirmak igin NATO’yu ve
(yani Ukrayna hiikiimeti) | ; .
1 IDE-ETI | kasyonlandir Batiy1 suglama stratejisi izlemekte-
neo-Nazidir .
dir.
Rusya yikim ve olim ge- , R
.. e .| RUS-SUC Rusya’nin  saldirilar1 | Ukrayna’nin bu
tiriyor, ¢ocuk  &liimleri 3 - s
< | M A G - |sivil kayiplara neden | savasta magdur taraf | Duygusal paylasimlarla Rusya’yi
(En az 616 cocuk oldii), - - . L .
aile trajedileri, Ikinci Diin- DUY oldugu 'Vurgulanmak- olduguna dikkat | durdurmak igin uluslararasi cami-
’ . tadir; lkinci  Diinya | ¢cekilmektedir; Rusya, | adan destek istenilmektedir; Ukrayna
ya Savasinda 8 milyon . - . . o -
Savast ve Dbugiinkii | bugiiniin Nazi Alman- | da Yahudiler gibi soykirima ugray-
Ukraynal1 hayatin1 kaybet- h - N . . .
ti, geomis tekerriir ediyor savag arasinda bir bag | ya’st olarak tanimlan- | abilecegi ima edilmektedir.
™ & . > | TAR-HAF kurulmaktadir, maktadir
#NeverAgainlsNow
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X  platformu  her
iki taraf i¢in de bir
“cephe”ye doniligmiis
bulunmaktadir

X platformunda yapilan Her iki taraf da X {ize-
paylagimlar, hashtag kul- [ DIJ-PAY rinden propaganda
lanimi, gorseller yiriitmektedir

Gliniimiizde sosyal medya mecralari
savagan taraflar i¢in ideolojik mii-
cadele alanina dontigmiistiir

SONUC

Bu calismada dijital ¢cagin savas olgusunu nasil doniistiirdiigiinii anlamak amaciyla, Rusya-Ukrayna
savasinin X platformundaki temsilleri Paul Ricoeur’un sembol hermenétigi yaklagimi cercevesinde
analiz edilmistir. Bu kapsamda Rusya ve Ukrayna’nin Ankara Biiyiikelciliklerine ait resmi X hesap-
larinda yapilan paylasimlar incelenmistir. Veri toplamak icin zaman araligi Ocak-Mayis 2025 olarak
sinirh tutulmustur ancak savasin baslangicinda bugiine kadar olan dénemin tamaminin incelenmesi,
gecen siire zarfinda sdylemsel stratejilerin nasil evrildigini gosterebilir.

Calismanin bulgular, cagdas savaslarin sadece cephede degil, dijital alanlarda da bir “anlati
savas1” biciminde siirdiigiinii acik bir bicimde gostermektedir.

Ozellikle Rusya Biiyiikelciliginin sosyal medya iizerinden gerceklestirdigi paylasimlar, savasin
mesruiyetini insa etmeye yonelik bilincli ve sistematik bir metin iiretimi siireci olarak deger-
lendirilebilir. Bu baglamda savasin sadece askeri bir miidahale degil ayn1 zamanda séylemsel,
sembolik ve ideolojik diizlemlerde kurgulanan ¢ok katmanh bir olgu oldugu soylenebilir.

Calismada analiz edilen icerikler, Rusya’nin dijital séylemlerinde dissal tehditleri vurgulayan
ve sorumlulugu NATO, ABD ve Bati iilkelerine yonlendiren bir anlat1 stratejisi benimsedigini
gostermektedir. “Saldirgan genisleme”, “neo-Nazi rejim” gibi soylemler, Rusya’nin savasin fai-
li degil magduru oldugu algisim insa etmeye yonelik sembolik araclar olarak kullanilmaktadar.
Bu anlati araciigiyla Rusya, kendi eylemlerini mesru bir miidahale olarak sunmakta ve ulusla-
rarasi kamuoyunu bu yonde ikna etmeye calismaktadir.

Ukrayna Biiyiikelgiliginin X hesabindan yapilan paylasimlar ise, savasin insani ve dramatik boyutla-
rin1 One ¢ikaran, duygusal mobilizasyonu hedefleyen ve magduriyet temelli bir anlatiya dayanmakta-
dir. Ozellikle sivil kayiplar, gocuk oliimleri ve aile trajedileri gibi temalar, Ukrayna’nin uluslararasi
toplum nezdinde empati ve destek kazanma stratejisine hizmet etmektedir. Gérsel materyallerin ve
tarihsel referanslarin etkili kullanimi, savasin insani bedelini vurgulayarak uluslararas1 kamuoyu iize-
rinde politik baski olusturmay1 amaclamaktadir.

Paul Ricoeur’un sembol hermeno6tigi, s6z konusu dijital metinlerin analizinde ¢ift katmanl anlam
yapisini (literal ve sembolik) dikkate alarak ¢6ziimleme yapmaya olanak saglamistir. Bu yaklasim,
sosyal medya platformlarinda iiretilen iceriklerin yalnizca yiizeysel bilgilendirme islevi gérmedigini,
ayni zamanda anlam {iretimi, ideolojik pozisyonlanma ve kolektif hafiza insas1 siireclerine katki sun-
dugunu gostermektedir.

Bu dogrultuda, X platformunda savasin metinlestirilmesi, yalnizca bilginin dolasimi olarak degil
ayni zamanda sdylem kurma, gercekligi yeniden inga etme ve politik megruiyet iiretme islevi géren
karmasik bir siirec olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Bu calisma, dijital mecralarin yalnizca iletisim araci degil, ayn1 zamanda sembolik miicadele alanlar1
oldugunu, savaslarin artik dijital anlatilar {izerinden toplumsal, siyasal ve kiiltiirel diizeylerde yeniden
tammlandigini ortaya koymaktadir. Sosyal medya platformlari, bu baglamda savasin temsil bigimle-
rini ve algilanma bigimini biiyiik 6l¢iide dontistiirmektedir.
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Anlatilar iizerinden yiiriitiilen bu dijital miicadeleler, yalmzca devlet aktorleri arasinda degil; ayni
zamanda bireyler, medya kuruluslar ve sivil toplum arasinda da ¢ok aktorlii ve cok katmanl bir en-
formasyon savasina doniismektedir.

Sonug olarak, bu calisma sembol hermenétigi perspektifiyle, sosyal medya platformlarinin savasin
temsilindeki doniistiiriicii roliinii aciga cikarmis, dijital anlatilarin anlam kurucu giiciinii, semboller
araciligiyla insa edilen haklilik zeminlerini ve bu siirecte sdylem stratejilerinin oynadigi belirleyici
rolii ortaya koymustur.
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Materyalizme Karsi Vahdet-i Viicudu Miidafaa
Eden Bir Metin: A ‘mak-1 Hayal

Merdan HANYYEV!
Salman NARLI?

Ozet

Yirminci yiizyil baslarinda Tiirk edebiyati, bir 6nceki asrin son ¢eyreginde ortaya ¢ikan Bati etkisi-
nin devam ettigi bir donemi yasamaktadir. Bu etki edebi tiirlerde kendini gosterirken ayni zamanda
Avrupa mengeli fikirler ve teklifler entelektiiel hayat icinde ortaya konmustur. II. Mesrutiyet Donemi
gerek diisiince hayatinda gerekse edebiyat ortaminda birgok teklifin, akimin ve polemigin yasandigi
bir devir olmustur. A‘mdk-1 Haydl romani II. Mesrutiyet Devri diisiince ve sanat hareketliligi icinde
0zglin bir icerige sahip olmasiyla dikkat ¢ceken bir metindir. Toplumsal ve politik mevzularin belirgin
sekilde hakimiyet kurdugu 1910’lu yillarin edebiyat ortaminda A‘mdk-1 Haydl, felsefi ve tasavvufi
mubhtevasiyla edebiyatin o dénemde alisik olmadigi bir pencere agmistir. Bati’da analitik felsefenin
akil merkezli dil, diisiince ve biling iizerine mevzulari tartistig1 bu dénemde Ahmed Hilmi aklin kendi
basina insani ahlaka, hikmete ve hakikate ulagtirmadigini savunur. Bati aklinin hikmetten yoksun,
faydaci ve hazci oldugunu ve bunun ancak materyalizm iizerine sekillendigini iddia eden Ahmed
Hilmi, akil merkezli felsefelerin hakikati (insani ve alemi) kavramada yetersiz oldugunu, buna ancak
vahdet-i viicut diisiincesinin imkanlariyla ulasilabilecegini iddia eder. Bu iddialarini temellendirdigi
A‘mdk-1 Hayal’i, bir roman olmanin yaninda tarihi arka plani olan bir felsefe elestirisi ve tasavvuf
miidafaasi olarak okumak miimkiindiir. Nitekim Islam diisiince tarihinde benzer tavirlar Gazzali’de
ve Ibnii’l-Arabi’nin eserlerinde gériiliir. Ancak A‘mdk-1 Hayal’in farki, bu iddialarin Osmanli’da ve
diinyada akil ve madde merkezli Bati felsefesinin revacta oldugu dénemde yazilmis olmasidir. Bu
aragtirmada A ‘mdk-1 Haydl’in kendi ¢agindan giintimiize yansiyan edebi ve tasavvufi etkisini tartiga-
cagiz ve metin inceleme yontemi kullanacagz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirk romani, Felsefe, Filibeli Ahmet Hilmi, A‘mdk-1 Haydl, Vahdet-i Viicut,
Maddecilik.

Abstract

At the beginning of the twentieth century, Turkish literature was experiencing a period in which the
influence of the West, which had emerged during the last quarter of the previous century, continued
to shape literary and intellectual life. While this influence was evident in literary genres, Europe-
an-origin ideas and proposals also began to occupy an important place in the intellectual sphere. The
Second Constitutional Period (1908-1918) became a period characterized by intense debates, ideo-
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logical proposals, and literary movements. Within this vibrant intellectual and artistic atmosphere,
A‘mak-1 Hayal stands out as a distinctive text due to its unique philosophical and mystical content.
In the literary environment of the 1910s -dominated largely by social and political themes- A ‘mak-1
Hayal opened an unfamiliar yet profound philosophical and mystical window. During this same peri-
od, when Western analytic philosophy was preoccupied with questions of reason, language, thought,
and consciousness, Ahmed Hilmi argued that reason alone cannot guide human beings toward mora-
lity, wisdom, or truth. Criticizing Western rationality as utilitarian, hedonistic, and devoid of wisdom
-and therefore rooted in materialism- Hilmi asserted that reason-centered philosophies are insufficient
for comprehending ultimate reality (the human being and the cosmos). He contended that such com-
prehension is possible only through the metaphysical and spiritual framework provided by wahdat al-
wujid (the unity of existence). Accordingly, A ‘mak-1 Hayal may be read not merely as a novel but as
a work of philosophical critique and a defense of Sufism grounded in historical and intellectual con-
text. Similar stances can be found in Islamic thought, particularly in the works of al-Ghazali and Ibn
al-‘Arabi. However, what distinguishes A ‘mak-1 Hayal is that it articulates these ideas at a time when
reason- and matter-centered Western philosophies were gaining prominence in both the Ottoman
Empire and the broader world. In this study, we will examine the literary and Sufi impact of A ‘mak-1
Hayal from its own historical context to the present day, employing a textual analysis methodology.

Keywords: Turkish Novel, Philosophy, Filibeli Ahmed Hilmi, A‘Mak-I Hayal, Wahdat Al-Wujid,
Materialism.

GIRiS

II. Mesrutiyet Donemi Tiirk diisiince ve edebiyat tarihinde 6nemli canliliklarin yasandigi bir zaman
araligidir. Cok cesitli anlayislar gerek fikir gerekse edebiyat hayatinda islenmistir. Aragtirmada déne-
min edebiyati icinde 6zgiin bir yere sahip olan A‘mdk-1 Haydl romani konu edilecektir. Eser, roman
tiiri icinde icerigine gore doneminde nadir bir 6rnek olarak dikkat cekmektedir. Ayrica olay orgiisti,

yaptig1 alintilar ve yer yer rastlanan manzum pargalarla orijinal bir edebi metindir. Eser, bunun yani
sira sadece edebiyatta degil; felsefe ve tasavvuf literatiiriinde de 6nemli bir yere sahiptir.

Gerek klasik Tiirk siirinde gerekse halk edebiyatinda tasavvuf en ¢ok islenen konulardandir. Ancak
bunun roman seklinde (6zellikle de felsefi roman tiiriinde) konu edilmesi ¢ok karsilastigimiz bir du-
rum degildir. Bilindigi {izere her dénemin kendi sorunlariyla yiizlesen bazi temel metinleri olur. Bun-
lar bazen tek alan1 bazen ise birgok alam etkiler. Ornegin Imam Gazzali’nin Thya’si, Ibnii’l-Arabi’nin
Fusiisii’l-Hikem’i ve Erzurumlu Ibrahim Hakki Efendi’nin Mdrifetname’si birden cok alani kapsama-
s1 ve zamanin ruhunu yansitmasi agisindan birer 6rneklik temsil etmislerdir. Tipki bunun gibi Filibeli
Ahmet’in A‘mdk-1 Haydl roman felsefe, tasavvuf ve edebiyatin kesisiminde sekillenmistir.

A‘mdk-1 Hayal kendi caginin durumuna karsi dolayh tenkitlerde bulunan bir tavri temsil etmistir. Bu
tenkit, Bat1 felsefesinin etkisiyle gelisen materyalizme kargidir. Materyalizm toplumlar1 belli bash
onceliklere ikna ederek insanin ulvi hakikatlerle bagini1 koparmay1 denemistir ve Bat1 toplumlarinda
biiyiik oranda bunu basarmistir. Ozellikle Tanzimat sonrasiyla birlikte Osmanl diisiincesine de tesiri
olan bu akim Ahmet Hilmi tarafindan tasavvufun vahdet-i viicid anlayisi 6n plana ¢ikarilarak otelen-
mistir. Bu calismada A ‘mdk-1 Haydl’in edebiyat, felsefe ve tasavvuf alanlarini nasil bir araya getirip
tasavvufu ve metafizigi miidafaa ettigini irdeleyecegiz.

Yenilesme Donemi Edebiyati icinde A ‘mdk-1 Hayal’in Yeri

Tiirk edebiyatinda kullanilan tiirlerin kiiltiir tarihindeki degisimlerle yakindan ilgisi bulunuyor. Her
edebi form, belli bir kiiltiirel dairenin iiriinii olarak edebiyat tarihinde yerini almig ve kullanilmistir.
Roman tiirii de bu izaha uygun olarak bir kiiltiirel degismenin ve bocalayisin iiriinii olarak XIX.
yiizy1lin ikinci yarisiyla birlikte Tiirkge drneklerini vermeye baglar. i1k Tiirkge romanlar Avrupa dil-
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lerinden yapilan terciimeler olarak karsimiza cikar. Telif bir Tiirkce romanin cikisi igin 1870°1i yillar
beklemek gerekecektir. Bu yillarla birlikte Tiirk edebiyatinda hizla artan 6rneklerini gordiiglimiiz
roman tiirli, devam eden yiizyilda artan bir ilgiyle edebiyatin basat tiirlerinden biri haline gelecektir.

Roman tiirii Tiirk edebiyatindaki ¢ikisinin ardindan genellikle toplumsal muhtevalar yiiklenen bir
tiir olagelmistir. Yanlis Batililagsma, kiiltiirel ikilikler, mirasyedi tipler, kolelik ve cariyelik konulari,
tarihi konular Tanzimat Dénemi ad: verilen edebiyat devresindeki belli bash iceriklerdir. Bu dénem
romanlari teknik agidan kusurlu ve biiyiik 6lciide romantik akimin etkisinde acemi 6rnekler olarak
degerlendirilir. Edebiyat-1 Cedide (1896-1901) ile birlikte bilhassa Halit Ziya, roman tiiriiniin basa-
ril1 6rneklerine imza atmis, Tiirk romanina seviye atlatan bir isim olmustur. Halit Ziya ve Edebiyat-1
Cedide’nin nesir anlayisi realist akimin etkisi altindadir. Dolayisiyla romanda gozlem ve mantik or-
giistiniin saglamligi bu donem romaninin karakteristiklerindendir.

Edebiyat-1 Cedide, Tiirk romamm XX. yiizyila girerken realizm etkisi altina alir. ilk 6rneklerin iize-
rinden gecen yillar i¢inde acemiliklerin biiyiik 6l¢iide atildig1 roman 6rnekleri bu anlayis icinde ve-
rilir. Gorece basarili sayilan Edebiyat-1 Cedide romaninda realizmin payim aciklamak, XX. yiizyiln
hemen baslarindaki hakim nesir anlayisini anlamak bakimindan 6nemlidir. Realizm, gercegi oldugu
gibi yansitmay1 amaglayan bir akim olarak diisiiniilebilir. Yazara kendisini eserin i¢inde duygular
ve gorisleriyle gostermekten kacginan ve anlaticiya olabildigince objektif bir tutum icinde anlatisini
aktaran bir pozisyon verir. Realizm, tipki natiiralizm akiminda oldugu gibi Avrupa’da ortaya ¢ikan
pozitivist diigiincenin edebiyata -6zellikle nesir tiirlere- yansimasidir. Unlii edebiyat kuramcis1 Rene
Wellek’in bu akimla ilgili gortisleri realizmi anlamada 6nemli ipuglar veriyor:

“ ‘Gercek’ kavraminin tanimini felsefecilere birakan Wellek, Wimsatt ve Brooks gibi, edebiyatta ger-
cekgiligin hayali olani, peri masali unsurlarini, alegorik ifade ve sembolik diistince bi¢imlerini, soyut
genellemeleri ve siislii ifade seklini digladigini belirtmektedir. Gergekgi edebiyat, belli bir zaman ve
mekanda, mantik ve ihtimal kanunlarina uygun olarak yer alan insan tecriibesini sebep-netice iligkisi
icinde vermeyi amaclamis, kapsami icinde mucizelere, tesadiiflere ve duyulariistii gerceklere yer ver-
memistir.” (Kantarcioglu, 2009, s. 157).

A‘mak-1 Hayal’in igerigi diisiiniildiiglinde realizmin tam karsisinda bir eserle karsi karsiya oldugu-
muz ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Yenilesme Donemi adi verilen ve XIX. yiizyilin ikinci yarisindan itibaren
ortaya ¢ikan Tiirk edebiyati anlayislar icinde A‘mdk-1 Hayal, istisnai bir yerde durmaktadir.

Edebiyat-1 Cedide toplulugu 1896-1901 arasinda tarihlendirilse de bu toplulugun mensuplari sonraki
yillarda eser vermeye devam etti ve Tiirk nesrinde realizmin yerlesmesinde 6énemli bir rol oynadi.
A‘mdk-1 Hayal’in yaymlandigi II. Mesrutiyet Donemi’ndeki fikir ve edebiyat hareketlerine bakildi-
ginda pozitivist felsefeyi ve realist sanati benimseyen kimi isimlerin varhigin tipki 6nceki yillarda
oldugu gibi goriiriiz.

II. Mesrutiyet Donemi farkl anlayislarin, polemiklerin, yayin hayatindaki canliligin yasandig1 dina-
mik yillardir. Sehbenderzade Ahmet Hilmi bu devrin bir mensubu olarak yazdig1 romanla kendisine
Ozglin bir yer edinir. II. Mesrutiyet’in yayin bollugu ve serbestligi icinde aslinda tasavvufla ilgili
yayinlar yok degildir. Her tiirlii goriisiin ortaya kondugu gibi tasavvuf hakkinda da lehte ve aleyhte
calismalar yapilmistir. Ancak Sehbenderzade’yi istisna kilan husus tasavvufi bir meseleyi roman gibi
edebi bir formun iginde islemesidir. Bu yaniyla fikir ve edebiyatta agirlik kazanmaya baglamis olan
pozitivist ve realist goriislere itiraz eder. Eser materyalist goriise karsi kaleme alinmis tezli bir metin
(Birinci, 1989, s. 555) olarak goriilmiistiir. Nitekim yazildig1 devirde ¢agdasi olan muarizlarinca eleg-
tirilmis, eserinin kimi cevreleri rahatsiz ettigi goriilmiistiir.

“Mesela ilk nesir sirasinda Batici ve pozitivist Osmanlilardan Baha Tevfik, Ahmet Hilmi Efendi’nin
ve A‘mdk-1 Hayal’in, pozitif bilimler ve gerceklik arayisinda olan genclerin kafasini bos masallarla
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doldurdugunu sdylemistir. Ahmet Hilmi Efendi ise tam tersi kitabinin 6n s6ziinde “Bu kitabi, haki-
kat endisesiyle arayan vicdanlar, sonsuz konular1 sevenler zevkle okuyabilirler.” diyerek kitabini,
maddeci felsefelerle dimagi zehirlenen gencleri asil hakikat konusunda bilgilendirmek icin yazdigini
sOylemektedir” (Narli, 2022, s. 172).

Eserin vahdet-i viicutla olan alakasina ge¢meden 6nce miiellifi Sehbenderzade Ahmet Hilmi’den ki-
saca soz etmek istiyoruz (biyografisinin 6zeti icin yararlanilan kaynak: U¢man 2010, s. 424). Ya-
zar, bugtin Bulgaristan sinirlar i¢inde kalan Filibe’de 1865’te diinyaya geldi. Galatasaray Mekteb-i
Sultanisini bitirdi. Gorevli gittigi Beyrut’ta Jon Tiirkler’le temas kurdu ve onlarin yénlendirmesiyle
Misir’a gitti. Orada Caylak adli bir mizah dergisi ¢ikard. Istanbul’a déniince tutuklandi ve 1901°de
Fizan’a siiriildii. Siirglinde tasavvufa ilgisi nedeniyle bir tarikata intisap etti. 1908’de II. Mesrutiyet
ilan edilince Istanbul’a déndii, Bir siire darii’l-fiiniinda felsefe dersleri verdi, Cem‘iyyet-i Tedrisiyye-i
Islamiyye iiyeliginde bulundu. Haftalik bir siyasi gazete olan ittihdd-1 Islam’1 ¢ikardi. 1910 yilinda
ise Hikmet adli haftalik yayim cikardi. 1911°de bir bagka siireli yayin olan Millet Ile Musahabe’yi
cikardil. Kendi ¢ikardig) yayinlar disinda baska gazete ve dergilerde de yazilar yayimlamistir. II. Meg-
rutiyet’ten énce Ittihat ve Terakkiyi destekleyen Ahmet Hilmi, mesrutiyet sonrasi bu cemiyeti elestir-
meye baglar. Ayrica dénemin bir diger partisi olan Hiirriyet ve Itilaf Firkasim da tenkit eder. Partilere
elestirileri yaninda siyonizm ve masonluga yonelik su¢lamalarda bulunur. Dergi ve gazeteleri sik sik
kapatilmigtir. 1911 yilinda sahibi oldugu matbaasi da kapatilarak siirgiine gonderilir. Bir siire sonra
cikan aftan yararlanarak 1912°de tekrar Istanbul’a déner. Yazar 30 Ekim 1914’te vefat etmistir. Siya-
set, felsefe, kelam, tasavvuf ve tarihle mesgul olan Ahmet Hilmi; dini, edebi ve fikri eserler vermistir.

A‘mdk-1 Hayal’de Vahdet-i Viiciit Diisiincesinin izleri ve Materyalizm Elestirisi

Erken dénem Siinni tasavvuf anlayisi (900-1111 yillar arasi) ibnii’l-Arabi ile nazariyat1 olan bir me-
tafizik sisteme dontisiir. Bu sistemde filozoflarin ve kelamcilarin varlik goriisii yenilenir. Filozoflarin
“Birden bir ¢ikar.” anlatis1 merkezli “mucip bi’z-zat” Tanr1 anlayisi ve kelamcilarin “Kadir-i Mutlak”
Tann anlayisi, vahdet-i viicutla birlikte “Biri bir bilir.”, “Varlik olmak bakimindan varlik haktir.”,
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climleleri ve “a’yan-1 sabite”, “ilahi isimler teorisi” gibi temel ilkelerle farkli bir yoruma evrilir.

Bu anlayisin muhtevasi Osmanli déneminde de genisleyerek devam eder. Nitekim Molla Fenard,
Davud-i Kayseri, Abdiilkadir Kasani ve Molla Sadra gibi isimler vahdet-i viicudu miidafaa ederler.
Sadece sufi diisiiniirler degil, Seyyid Serif Ciircani, Tagkopriiliizade gibi kelam merkezli diisiinen
miitefekkirler de vahdet-i viicut {izerine olumlu tavirlarim siirdiiriirler. Bunun neticesinde vahdet-i
viicut diisiincesi dini ilimlere etki ettigi kadar edebiyat ve siyaset eserlerinde de kendine 6zel bir
yer tahsis etmistir. Ozellikle maddeyi/diinyay1 yiiceltmeyen, aksine onu bir gecici arag/képrii olarak
goren bu diisiince son iki yiiz yilda diinyada revacta olan materyalizme kars1 6nemli bir tavir/durus
olarak miidafaa edilmistir.

Her ne kadar materyalist diisiincenin koklerini eski ¢aglara kadar gotiirmek miimkiinse de kavramin
yaygin manada kullanimi Kant sonras1 Bat1 diisiincesiyle baslar. Tanr1’nin miidahale etmedigi diinya
ve iradenin mutlak sahibinin insan oldugu evren fikri, materyalist diinyanin insasinda biiyiik rol oyna-
mistir. Buna bagh olarak materyalizm “ontolojide maddeyi degismez, aktif ve dinamik bir ilke olarak
kabul eden, ruh ve fikir gibi manevi cevherlerin bu maddenin bir tezahiirii oldugunu iddia eden yahut
bunlar1 inkar eden” anlayislar ifade eder (Bolay, 1996, s. 256). Ancak bu anlayis Osmanh diisiin-
cesinde Bati’da oldugu kadar hizlica benimsenmemistir. Her ne kadar 1900’lii yillarda Hoca Tahsin
(6. 1881), Besir Fuad (6. 1887), Ahmed Midhat Efendi (6. 1912) gibi fikir adamlar1 materyalizmin
Tiirkiye’ye girisine zemin hazirlamalar1 ve buna ilaveten hemen ardindan Ahmed Suayb (6. 1910),
Baha Tevfik (6. 1914), Dr. Ethem Necdet, Celal Nuri (6. 1939), Subhi Ethem, Memduh Siileyman,
Abdullah Cevdet (6. 1932) gibi sozlerine itibar edilen 6nemli isimlerin materyalizmi savunmalari s6z
konusu olsa da buna karsi olan fikir adamlar1 da mevkilerinden vazgecmemislerdi (Yilmaz, 2014,
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5.358).

Yukaridaki arka plan dikkate alindiginda Filibeli’nin Amdk-i Hayal’1 bir felsefi roman olarak yeri-
nin ve anlaminin degerini ifsa eder (Yilmaz, 2014, s.363). Ancak bu felsefi roman tiirii Bat1 felsefe
diisiincesinde daha yaygin olarak bilinen Sofie’nin Diinyasi gibi felsefe tarihini romanlagtiran tiirden
degildir. Yazar burada diistince tarihinde en ¢ok bilinen manevi sahsiyetlerin hikayelerini derlemistir
(Ulken, 1992, s. 292). Her ne kadar kitapta Islam tasavvufunun igerigine uygun miirit-miirsit tasavvu-
ru 6n planda olsa da Filibeli eserinin énemli ve hacimli {i¢ béliimiinde Hint ve eski iran inanglar1 ve
bilgelerini 6rnek vermeyi tercih etmistir* (Yilmaz, 2014, s. 364). Baz1 arastirmacilar bu tavrin vah-
det-i viicut diistincesine helal getirecek bir durum olmadigini, onun yerine daha ¢ok o diisiiniirlerin/
diisiincelerin vahdet-i viicutta icerildigini savunmusglardir (Nayon, 2019, s.180). Bu baglamda Filibe-
li’nin yazim tarzi olarak Mevlana ve onun Mesnevi’sine daha yakin bir yerde durdugunu séylemek
miimkiindiir. Nitekim konu iizerine arastirma yapan yazarlardan Tung soyle der:

“flk olarak 1925 yilinda A’mak-1 Hayal, Raci’nin Hatiralari adiyla yayimlanan A’mak-1 Haydl, Batih
bir anlayis iceren romanlardan farkl bir kurguda yazilmasiyla dikkat ¢eker. Nesir olarak kaleme ali-
nan, birbirinden bagimsiz kisa dykiilerden olusan A’mak-1 Hayal, merkez1i kisi olan Raci’nin basindan
gecen alegorik olaylar1 konu edinmesiyle bir biitiinliik arz eder. Fakat A’mak-1 Haydl’in 6zellikle
tasavvufi 6gretiler iceren farkl 6ykiilerden olusmasi Mesnevi ile igerik ve {islup acgisindan bazi ben-
zerlikler tasimasina yol acar. Clinkii Mesnevi de birbirinden bagimsiz dykiiler araciligiyla tasavvufi
ogiitlerde bulunur. Tabii ki s6z konusu diisiinceyi 6ne siirerken A’mak-1 Hayal’in nesirle yazildigini
ve olaylarin merkezi kisinin etkisiyle bir biitiinliik kazandigin1 da géz 6niinde bulundurmak gerekir.
Bununla birlikte A’mak-1 Hayal’de de nesir parcalarin yani sira 6gretici ve alegorik siirlerin de yer
aldig1 soylenmelidir” (Tung, 2013, s. 100).

S6z konusu eserde Raci’nin Aynali Baba ile kargilagmasi ertesinde girdigi bir manevi degisimden
bahsedilir ki burada hem Raci ismi hem Aynali isimleri simgesel degerlere sahiptir. Raci aslinda
oziine/aslina riicu eden kisi anlamina gelirken “ayna”, tasavvufta kisinin kendini gérmesi/kendini
bilmesi i¢in ona ayna olan miirsidi temsil eder (Tung, 2013, s. 103). Boylece Filibeli eserinde metafi-
zigin biiytik dl¢iide yok sayildigi II. Mesrutiyet Donemi’nde insanin nefsiyle miicadelesini vurgular.
Dahasi materyalist felsefenin tutumunu tenkit eder ve tam aksine diinyaya itibar etmemek gerektigini
anlatmak ister (Tung, 2013, s. 104). Ciinkii yazara gore materyalizm Miisliimanlarin diisiince haya-
tin1 etkileyip belirleyici hale geldiginde islami degerlerin ters yiiz olmas: kagimlmazdi. Bu tehlikeyi
erkenden tespit eden Ahmet Hilmi sadece materyalizmi degil, Osmanli’da materyalizm diistincesini
savunan Celal Nuri gibi isimleri de sert bir iislupla tenkit etmistir (Yilmaz, 2014, s. 365). Materya-
lizmin tarihsel siirecini yakindan bilen Ahmet Hilmi materyalistlerin diinyaya ve insana dair maddeci
iddialarina dini verilerle degil, bilimsel verilerle cevap gelistirir. “O, elestiri fikrinin heniiz yeterince
gelismedigi bir donemde, Antik Cag materyalizminden son donem materyalist telakkilere kadar kar-
silastirmali bir inceleme yaparak materyalist iddialarin tarihi siirecte hi¢ degismedigini, materyalist
filozoflarin eski anlayiglar1 tekrar etmekten baska bir sey yapmadiklarim delillerle ortaya koymustur”
(Yilmaz, 2014, s. 373). Ona gore insan ve evren madde ile simirlandirilamayacak kadar askin, soyut
ve metafizik varliklarla kusatilmistir. Insan1 ve alemi sadece duyu, akil ve mantik cercevesinde mad-
deye indirgemenin onun varlik dokusuna uygun olmadigini ve insanin bu yetilere ilaveten sezgi, ha-
yal ve vahiy gibi farkh bilgi kaynaklarinin/yetilerinin oldugunu savunur. Bunu yaparken de A‘mak-1
Hayal’de konuyu esastan ve evvelinden ele almay tercih eder.

Ahmet Hilmi eserinde 6zellikle iki kavrami 6n plana ¢ikararak Raci’nin/insanin diinyadaki yolcu-

51 Islam tasavvuf diisiincesinde Hintli ve Cinli manevi sahsiyetlere atif yapan sadece Filibeli Ahmet Hilmi degildir; cagdas:

olan Muhammet ikbal’in Cavidname ’sinde de benzer bir tarzi gormek miimkiindiir. Bu baglamda islam tasavvufu her ne kadar
Kuran ve siinnete bagh kalmak kaidesiyle bir ilke gelistirmis olsa da farkli caglarda farkli cografyalarin manevi sahsiyetlerinin
diistince diinyalarini 6tekilestirmemistir. Aksine onlarin da hakikatten pay aldiklarini savunmuglardir.
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lugunu/seyr-i siilikunu anlatmak ister: varlik ve yokluk. Bunun tasavvuf literatiiriindeki es anlaml
ifadesi “fena-beka”dir. Yazar varliga ge¢menin yolunun yokluk yani fena oldugunu soyler, bunu me-
tindeki bir diyalogda aktarir: “Iste cevapsiz bir¢ok sual. Deli ilave etti: Ancak ben varim zira ki hicim,
yokum” (Sehbenderzade Filibeli Ahmed Hilmi, 1341, s. 12). Bunun nasil vuku bulacagin soruldu-
gunda Ahmet Hilmi bunu nefsin mertebeleri iizerinden cevaplar. Ona gore nefs-i emmare diinyay1 is-
ter ve bedensel arzularin pesinden gider. insanin bu ihtiyaclar iizerine kurdugu hayat tarzi onu sadece
diinyevilestirir. Halbuki Ahmet Hilmi, romanin kahramani Raci iizerinden insanlhiga hakikatin bedeni
asan askin bir tarafinin oldugunu, ruhun mutlulugunun hakiki beka oldugunu soyler. Bu nefsin kendi
hakikatinde fani olmasi anlamina gelir. Bagka bir ifadeyle bu mertebeye ulasan ya da bunu idrak eden
insan/insan-1 kamil varlik ile yokluk arasinda bir fark gérmez.

Eserin merkezinde olan Aynali Baba ile Raci’nin sohbetleri klasik tasavvufun miirit-miirsit iliskisini
cagristirir. Bu da miiridin kabiliyetine gore miirsidinin onu farkh kulvarlarda imtihan etmesiyle se-
killenir. Bundan maksat ise miiridin esyanin hakikatine akil ile degil, ask ile bakmasim 6gretmektir.
Boylece yazar; deli, asik ve meczup 1stilahlan {izerinden yeryiiziindeki akil merkezli nedensellige
kars1 ¢ikar. Onun yerine agk merkezli insanin i¢ diinyasina hitap eden ruhani yolculuklarin asil ol-
dugunu diisiintir. Nitekim Ahmet Hilmi Bati felsefesinin tam olarak bu agk halini kavrayamadigi
icin akil ve mantik iizerinden nedensellige, oradan da diinyevilige sarildigim diisiiniir. Halbuki yazar
felsefeyi/ilm-i hikmeti akil ve mantikla sinirlandirilmayacak kadar genis (metafizigi de icine alacak
kadar kapsamli) bir disiplin olarak telakki etmistir. Clinkii ona gore insan ve alem ancak ve ancak
askin ciheti oldugunda, maddeye hapsolmadiginda kendi hakikatini anlayacaktir. Bagka bir deyisle
ask burada 6zii itibariyle fenadan bekdya dogru bir yolculugun adidir. Yolculugun gayesi ise yoklukta
varlig), fenada bekay1 miisahede etmektir. Nitekim bu durumu Ahmet Hilmi romanda Raci iizerinden
sOyle izah eder:

“(...) askin ne oldugunu, ikilik yok iken bir zatin kendi kendini nasil sevebildigini diisiiniiyordum...
Diisiintiyordum ki ben, sen, hava, tas, demir hep bir sey iken, neden demir aglamiyor, tas ¢cildirmiyor,
hava yalvarmiyor da insan (...) Neden agk var, neden sefalet var, neden zevk var, neden kahir var?
Nigin, nicin? Cevap yok, degil mi?” (Sehbenderzade Filibeli Ahmed Hilmi, 1341, s. 110).

Ahmet Hilmi’ye gére bu birlik makamina/kemal mertebesine ulasmis insanin/Raci’nin halidir. Ozel-
likle Aynali Baba ile ikinci yolculugu Raci’nin insan1 kamil mertebesine ulasmasina vesile olmustur
(Nayon, 2019, s. 204-205). Boylece romanin sonu Raci’nin kendini kendinde bulmasiyla neticelenir.

Kendi ¢cagdaglarinin bir¢ogundan farkh diistinen Ahmet Hilmi ne tam anlamiyla Bat1 felsefesini tenkit
eder ne de klasik anlamiyla tek basina islam tasavvufunun miirit-miirsit iizerinden ilerleyen seyr-i
stiliikunu savunur. Bat1 diigiincesinin fizik ve matematik ilimlerinde ilerledigini ve bundan dolay1 bu
konularda onlardan istifade edilmesi gerekliligini savunur ve bu konuda bir¢ok cagdasiyla hemfikir-
dir. Diger taraftan ise metafizik ve ilahi vahiy s6z konusu oldugunda Bat1 diisiincesinin geriledigini,
insanin ve evrenin hakikatini anlamakta eksik kaldigim, bundan dolay: da islam diisiincesinin klasik
irfan/tasavvuf geleneginin takip edilmesi gerekliligini soyler. Ona gore asil olan diinya/madde degil,
diinyanin da/maddenin de i¢inde bulundugu metafizik alem tasavvurudur.

SONUC

Ahmet Hilmi her seyden once felsefe, tasavvuf ve edebiyat alanlarinda bircok cagdasina nispetle
farkl alanlar1 arastirmada daha genis bilgiye ve kiiltiire sahip bir diistintirdiir. Tiirk edebiyatinin ye-
nilesme doneminden itibaren etkisi altina girdigi Avrupai tesirler diisiiniildiigiinde 6zgiin bir ede-
bi metin ortaya koymakla ¢agdaslarindan ayrilir. Romaninda isledigi konu itibariyle devrinin etkili
diisiince akimlarina y6nelik miihim bir itiraz ortaya koyar. Tiirk romaninda daha énce roman tiirii
icinde islenmemis meseleleri konu edinmistir. Eserin icerigi yaninda cerceve anlati icine yerlestirdigi
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hikayeler, manzum pargalar ve alintilarla donemi iginde farklh bir olay 6rgiisii kurmustur. Bdylece ele
aldig1 konu ve ele alis sekliyle yenilesme devri edebiyati i¢inde istisnai bir yerde durmaktadir.

Eser sadece edebiyat alaninda degil, felsefe ve tasavvuf alanlarinda da kendine has yerini korumus-
tur. Romanin kurgusunun vahdet-i viicut diisiincesinin temel ilkeleri {izerine kurulmus olmasi, eseri
felsefeden ziyade tasavvufa yaklastirmistir. Ancak diger bir taraftan eserin farkh kiiltiirlere ait mistik
geleneklerden ve sahsiyetlerden s6z etmesi, onun sadece bir vahdet-i viicut anlatis1 olmadigini gos-
teriyor. Cesitli mistik geleneklere kismen yapilan bu deginiler okurlarin ilgisini bu kadim kiiltiirel
ogelere yoneltmistir. Metin bu bakimdan okurlara metafizik bir atmosfer olusturur. Sunu da belirtmek
gerekir ki bu eser, kendisinden sonra, isledigi konu bakimindan Tiirk romamn icinde bir alt tiir olus-
turmamustir. Tasavvufi/felsefi roman seklinde nitelendirilebilecek bir alt tiiriin olusmamasi, iilkedeki
kiiltiir ve edebiyat ortaminin aktigi kanal géstermesi bakimindan dikkate degerdir.
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Tasavvuf i"lminde Eylem ve Soylem Birlikteligi
Uzerine Bir Degerlendirme

Ahmet Halil UTKUOGLU!

Ozet

Bu aragtirmanin konusu, tasavvuf ilminde bilgi anlayisinin ayirt edici yonlerinden biri olan eylem
ve sOylem birlikteligidir. Calismanin amaci, tasavvuf ilminde bilginin yalnizca zihinsel bir 6grenme
olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda siifinin yasantisi1 ve manevi tecriibesiyle dogrulanan ve yeni bilgiler do-
gurma potansiyeline sahip olan bir siire¢ oldugunu ortaya koymaktir. Yontem olarak, klasik tasav-
vuf literatiirii ve siifilerin eserlerinden hareketle dokiiman incelemesi yapilmis, 6zellikle “marifet”,
“hal ve makam”, “nefs mertebeleri” gibi kavramlar iizerinden sdylem-eylem biitlinliigiiniin izleri
stiriilmiistiir. Calismanin iceriginde, Gazali’nin felsefe ve kelamdan tasavvufa yonelmesi 6rneginde
oldugu gibi, siifi tecriibenin teorik bilgiye nasil farkli bir boyut kazandirdig1 ele alinmistir. Tasavvuf
ilminde bilgi, soylemin eylemle desteklenmesiyle anlam kazanmakta; marifet, ancak yasant1 ve pra-
tikle olgunlasarak hakka’l-yakin mertebesine ulasmaktadir. Bu durum, tasavvufun diger islam1 ilim-
lerden ayrismasini saglayan temel farkliliklardan biridir. Sonug ve 6neri olarak, tasavvuf ilmindeki bu
yaklasimin giiniimiizde bilgi-eylem kopuklugunu gidermeye yonelik 6nemli bir katki saglayabilecegi
diistintilmektedir. Giiniimiiz akademik ve toplumsal baglaminda, bilginin yalmzca teoride kalmamasi,
bireysel ve toplumsal diizeyde eyleme doniistiiriilmesi gerekliligi tartisilmaktadir.

Keywords: Tasavvuf, Seyriisiilik, Soylem ve Eylem, Bilgi, Marifet.
Abstract

The subject of this study is the unity of action and discourse, which constitutes one of the distinctive
aspects of the understanding of knowledge in Sufism. The aim of the study is to demonstrate that,
in Sufi thought, knowledge is not regarded merely as a form of intellectual learning, but rather as a
process that is verified through the Sufi’s lived experience and spiritual practice, and that possesses
the potential to generate new forms of knowledge. Methodologically, the study employs document
analysis based on classical Sufi literature and the works of Sufi thinkers, tracing the manifestations of
the discourse—action unity through key concepts such as ma ‘rifa (gnosis), #al and maqam (spiritual
states and stations), and the stages of the nafs. Within this framework, the study discusses how Sufi
experience endows theoretical knowledge with a different dimension, as exemplified by al-Ghazali’s
turn from philosophy and kalam toward Sufism. In Sufi epistemology, knowledge acquires meaning
through the support of discourse by action; ma rifa reaches maturity only through lived experience
and practice, ultimately attaining the level of haqq al-yaqin (ultimate certainty). This constitutes one
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of the fundamental distinctions that sets Sufism apart from other Islamic sciences. As a conclusion
and recommendation, it is suggested that this Sufi approach to knowledge can offer a significant
contribution to overcoming the contemporary disjunction between knowledge and action. In today’s
academic and social contexts, the necessity of transforming knowledge beyond theory into practice at
both individual and societal levels is increasingly emphasized.

Keywords: Sufism, Sayr al Suluk, Discourse and Action, Knowledge, Ma rifa.

GIRIiS

islam diisiince geleneginin; inan¢ esaslarimi mantiksal diizlem temelinde savunmay hedefleyen ke-
lam, akli delillerle varlik ve bilgi meselelerini tartisan felsefe ve varlik-bilgi gibi konularda manevi
tecriibeyi esas alan tasavvuf ilminden olugan ii¢ sacayagi vardir. S6z konusu gelenekte bilgi yalmzca
teorik bir tiretim degil aynm1 zamanda yasayarak 6grenme anlaminda bir idrak halidir. Bu anlayisin en
derin tezahiiriiniin tasavvuf ilminde ortaya ¢iktig1 sdylenebilir. Tasavvuf ilminde bilgi, dilin sinirlarini
asan, soylemle baslayan fakat eylemle kemale eren bir tekamiil siirecinin iiriintidiir. Tasavvuf saha-
sinda ilk sistematik eser olarak kabul edilen el-Liima’in miiellifi Ebi Nasr es-Serrac, (6. 378/988)
eserinin girigsinde tasavvuf ilmini diger dini ilimlerle mukayese etmistir. Ona gore din{ ilimler; hadis,
fikih ve tasavvuf olmak iizere {i¢ kisma ayrilir. Bu tasnifi, Cebrail (a.s.)’in Hz. Peygamber’e (s.a.v.)
“iman, Islam ve ihsan”1 sordugu ve literatiirde “Cibril hadisi” olarak bilinen rivayete dayandirir. Ser-
rac’a gore sifiler, nefsin esaretinden kaginan, bilgi bakimindan fakih ve muhaddislerle ortak goriisleri
bulunan kimselerdir. Ancak ibadet, ahlak ve hallerin incelikleri bakimindan fakih ve muhaddislerden
ayrilirlar. Stfilerin diger ilim erbabindan farkh yonii, farzlar yerine getirip haramlardan sakinmakla
yetinmeyip, manasiz olan her seyi terk etmeleridir. Bunun yani sira siifiler; giyimde, yemede, igmede,
konusmada ve uyumada zaruri 6l¢iiyli asmamaya 6zen gosterir, biitiin yaratilmiglara karsi muhabbet
besler, murakabe halinde bulunur, hal ve makamlarin gereklerini yerine getirerek tekamiil yolunda
ilerlerler. Ayrica bagkalarim kendilerine tercih eder, nefsin arzularina siirekli muhalefet ederek onun-
la miicahede halinde yagarlar. Serrac’a gore diger dini ilimlerde oldugu gibi tasavvufta sirf bilgiye
dayali bir ilerleme s6z konusu degildir. Fikih ilminin inceliklerini 6grenen kimse “fakih”, hadis ri-
vayetinde yetkin olan kisi “muhaddis™ olabilir; ancak tasavvufun gereklerini 6grenen herkes “siif1”
olamaz. Ciinkii tasavvuf, 6grenilmekten ziyade yasanmakla anlam kazanir. (Serrac, 1960) Benzer
bicimde Imam Gazali, hakikati arayan gruplan kelamcilar, batniler, filozoflar ve siifiler olarak dort
kisma ayirdig1 el-Miinkiz mine’d-daldl adli otobiyografik eserinde, filozoflarin ahlak ve nefis terbi-
yesine dair goriislerinin kaynaginin siifiler oldugunu belirtir. Gazali, kendisi adina ilim 6grenmenin
amelden daha kolay oldugunu ifade ettikten sonra, 6nce tasavvufun nazari yontinii kavradigini, ancak
gercek doniisiimiin, 6grenilen bilgilerin yasanmasiyla miimkiin oldugunu vurgular. Ona gore tasavvu-
fun hakikatini bilmekle onu yasamak arasinda, agligin tanimini bilmekle bizzat achgi tecriibe etmek
arasindaki kadar derin bir fark vardir. (Gazzali, 2016) Bu mukayeseler gostermektedir ki tasavvuf
ilmi, diger dini ilimlerden farkh olarak bilginin dogrulugunu teorik yetkinlikle degil, eylem ve soy-
lem birlikteligiyle, yani ilmin amele doniismesiyle temellendirir.

Calismanin Amaci ve Onemi

Bu calisma, tasavvuf ilminde bilginin yalnizca akil yiiriitmeyle elde edilmedigini, seyriisiiliik iceri-
sinde davranisa doniisen deneyimler sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan bir tecriibe iirinii oldugunu temellen-
dirmeyi amaclamaktadir. Ayn1 zamanda, Serrac’in (6. 378/988) makamlar sistematigi ve tarikatlarda
yontem olarak benimsenen nefis mertebeleri ve terbiyesi usulii tizerinden tasavvuf ilminde bulunan
eylem ve sdylem biitiinl{ig{iniin isleyisini ele alarak s6z konusu uyumun tasavvuf ilminin ortaya ¢ikisi
ve ilk yiizyillarda konunun nasil anlasildigina odaklanmaktadir. Ayrica ¢alismanin icerisinde Muha-
sibi, (0. 243/857) Siilemi, (6. 412/1021) Gazali (6. 505/1111) ve Esrefoglu Rimi (6. 874/1469-70
[?]) gibi stifi miielliflerin eserlerinden hareketle konuyu metin merkezli bir dokiiman incelemesiyle
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coziimlemek ve boylelikle tasavvufi sdylemlerin, ahlaki edimlerle nasil kesistigi ve bilgi ile pratik
arasindaki nedensel baglarin ¢ikis noktasim1 anlamak hedeflenmektedir. Tasavvuf ilminin “eylemle
dogrulanan sdylem ve bilgi” ilkesi, toplum acisindan giiniimiizde bilgi, sdylem ve eylem arasindaki
kopuklugu gidermeye yonelik 6zgiin ve mantikli bir imkan sunabilir. {lmin icerisinde yer alan hal—
makam, nefis terbiyesi ve fiitiivvet gibi kavramlar, hakikat bilgisinin pesine diisen ve bu bilgiyi elde
etmek amaciyla tasavvuf yoluna giren kiside bilginin ahlaki eylemlere; toplum diizeyinde ise hizmet
anlayisina doniismesini agiklar. Klasik metinlerin bu ¢ercevede okunmasi, bilginin dogrulanmasi ve
sOylemin yalnizca yazida ya da zihinde kalmayip pratige doniismesi bakimindan “amel” ve “adab”
olciisiinii belirginlestirir. Boylece tasavvuf ilminin kisiye “rehberlik etme” amaci, giiniimiizde de uy-
gulanabilir bir hedef haline gelir.

LiTERATUR DEGERLENDIRMESi

Sifiler icin marifet ve hakikat dilde degil fiilde olgunlasir ve bu nedenle hakikat bilgisi ancak ya-
sant1 icinde tahakkuk eden bir idraktir. Giiniimiiz akademik literatiiriinde s6z konusu idrak siireci,
hal, adab ve “toplumsal erdem” olarak adlandirabilecegimiz baslik gercevesinde yorumlanmaktadir.
Bu perspektifte modern arastirmalar, siifilerin “eylemle dogrulanan séylem” anlayisim1 hem kisinin
bireysel tekamiil siirecinin hem de toplumsal ahlakin temel ilkesi olarak gérmektedir. Ancak bu ¢a-
lismalarda genellikle -hal, makam, fiitiivvet gibi- belirli kavramlarin bagimsiz bicimde ele alinmasi
tercih edilmis; eylem-sdylem birlikteligi veya uyumu meselesi biitiinciil sekilde degerlendirilmemis-
tir. Bu caligsma ise s6z konusu boslugu doldurmayi, s6z, hal ve amel arasindaki dinamik iliskinin hem
ilk déonem siifileri tarafindan hem tarikatlar doneminde nasil kuruldugunu sistematik bicimde ortaya
koymay1 amaglamaktadir. Yapilan modern calismalar hal, adab ve fiitiivvet bahisleri iizerinden tasav-
vuf ilminde eylemin 6nemine odaklanmistir;

Hal, makamdan farkli olarak siifinin kalbine anlik olarak gelen kabz, bast, fena, beka gibi durumlar-
dir ve makam gibi siiftnin iizerinde kalic1 degildir. (Kasani, 2014) Literatiirde hal kavrami genellikle
sifinin yasadig kisisel tecriibenin bir yansimasi olarak ele alinmigtir. Oysa ilk déonem tasavvuf kla-
siklerinde yer alan siifi goriigleri perspektifinde hal bir tecriibenin 6tesinde kul ile Allah arasindaki
iligkinin bir gostergesidir. Hal, sifinin 6grendigi bilginin -Allah’in rizasin1 kazanmak adina- davrani-
sina yansidigi an veya anlardir. Chittick hal kavramim bilginin tecriibeye déniisme ani olarak tanim-
lamistir. (Chittick, 1989) Ona gore siifi sadece hakikati bilmekle degil, o bilgiyi yasamakla olgunlasir.
Bu baglamda hal, yalnizca ruhsal olarak sifinin maneviyatinda gerceklesen bir deneyim degil ayni
zamanda bilginin ve soziin eylemle dogrulandig1 mertebedir. Tasavvufi bilgi, akilla degil, tecriibe ve
yasant1 yoluyla kemale erer. Hal, siifinin seyriisiilikiinde gerceklestirdigi doniistimiin dis diinyada
goriiniir kilan durum ve fiillerdir. (Erginli, 2008) Keeler’in belirttigi {izere, sifi hermen6tigi, metni
yalnmzca okumak degil, yasamak ve yasayarak anlamak {izerine kuruludur. Dolayisiyla hél, tasavvuf
ilminde bilginin nihai 6l¢iisiidiir fakat s6z ancak hale doniistiigiinde marifet, hal ise amele sirayet
ettiginde hakikat olur. (Keeler, 2006)

Adab bashig1 ise modern calismalarda, “Tasavvuf biitiiniiyle edeptir” sdylemi cercevesinde ele alin-
mistir. Knysh, tasavvufun erken dénemden itibaren “ahlaki 6z disiplin” olarak insa edildigini, adabin
sifi gelenegin hem epistemolojik hem de sosyolojik omurgasim olusturdugunu belirtir. (Knysh,
2017) Bu yoniiyle adab, sadece bireyin davranislarini diizelten eylemler biitiinii degil ayni1 zamanda
bilgiyi eylemle biitiinlestiren etik bir tavirdir. Murata ve Chittick, Islam diisiincesinde ameline haki-
kate agilan bir kap1 oldugunu, adabin ise bu kapinin esigi oldugunu ifade ederler. Onlarin ifadelerinde
adab erdem etiginin tasavvufi karsilig1 olarak yer alir, ¢iinkii siifi yalnizca dogruyu bilen degil, dogru
bilgiyi giizel davranisa dontistiiren kisidir. (Murata & Chittick, 1994) S6z konusu ¢alismalar adab
bashgi iizerine yogunlasarak tasavvufta bulunan eylem vurgusuna daha ¢ok psikolojik bir bakisla
yaklagmay1 tercih etmistir.
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Tasavvuf geleneginde fiitiivvet, stifinin tekamiil siirecinin toplumsal bir ahlaka doniismesini ifade
etmektedir. (Siilem1, 2002) Sifilerin nefs terbiyesi yalnizca onlarin bireysel olarak huzura ermesin-
den ziyade cemiyetin huzuru i¢in de 6nem arz etmektedir. Karamustafa’ya gore fiitiivvet fikri, stfi-
ligin toplumsal boyutunu temsil eden en eski yapilardan biridir. Fiitiivvet seyriisiilikii “toplumsal
adalet, yardimlasma, isar, hizmet ve ihsan” ilkeleriyle birlestirir. (Karamustafa, 2007) Siilemi’nin
Kitabii’l-Fiitiivve’si bu anlayisin ilk sistematik yazimi olup, adabi toplumla bulusturan bir ahlak reh-
beri niteligindedir. Hermansen fiitiivveti, “Islami hiimanizmin ahlaki formu” olarak yorumlamistir.
Ciinkii ona gore bu 6greti, bilginin ahlaka, ahlakinda topluma hizmet ve toplumsal dayanismaya
doniismesini hedefler. (Hermansen, 2021) Bu perspektifte modern ¢alismalarda, fiitiivvet ahlakinin
“marifetin toplumsal formu” olarak yorumlandigini ve béylece siifinin bilgiyi cemiyet icinde eyleme
doniistiirerek tasavvufun 6ziinde bulunan eylem ve sdylem birlikteligini toplumsal diizleme tasidi-
ginin vurgulandiginm ifade edebiliriz. Fakat s6z konusu calismalar fiitiivveti genellikle tarihsel ve
sosyolojik bir olgu olarak degerlendirir. Bu ¢alisma ise fiitiivveti eylem ve sdylem biitiinliigiiniin top-
luma nasil yansiyabilecegini ele alarak klasik eserler cercevesinde tasavvufi ahlakin bireysel tecriibe-
den topluma nasil taginabilecegini gostermeyi hedeflemektedir. Giincel literatiirde tasavvufta yer alan
eylem ve sdylem biitiinliigii {izerine yapilan calismalar gostermektedir ki, siifi diisiince sisteminde
bilgi hi¢cbir zaman teorik bir cercevede kalmaz, bilginin degeri yasanarak dogrulanmasindadir. Ancak
sz konusu calismalar genellikle tek bir kavram iizerinden planlanmis ve s6z konusu kavramda eylem
vurgusu yaparken konuya daha klasik eserler perspektifinden yaklasmak yerine tarihsel, sosyolojik/
psikolojik bir yaklagsimla bu amaclarini sergilemektedir. Calismamizin 6zgiin yan1 eylem-sdylem bir-
likteligi konusunu biitiinciil ve klasik eserler perspektifinden ele almasi, s6z konusu uyumun giinii-
miizde nasil tekrar nasil saglanabilecegi iizerine bir degerlendirme yapmasidir.

Tasavvuf Tammmlarinda Eylem ve Séylem Birlikteligi

Bu cercevede, tasavvufun diger dini ilimlerden fark: olarak éne ¢ikan “eylem ve soylem birlikteligi”
anlayisy, ilk donem sifilerin tasavvuf tanimlarinda da kendini gosterir. S6z konusu tanimlar, tasavvu-
fu yalnizca teorik bir bilgi alani olarak degil, siirekli bir miicdhede ve deneyim olarak goriir. Nitekim
Ciineyd-i Bagdadi, (6. 297/909) tasavvufu “sulhu olmayan bir miicahede” ve “daginik olmayan bir
zihinle Allah’1 zikretmek, siinnete uygun bicimde amel etmek” seklinde tanimlayarak, tasavvufu id-
rakle davranigin uyumunu gerektiren bir yol olarak goriir. Benzer bigcimde Ebii’l-Hiiseyin en-Nri,
(6. 295/908) tasavvufu “nefsin biitiin hazlarini terk etmektir”, “vakte karsi otorite sahibi olmaktir” ve
“stifinin sifati, elinde diinyalik hi¢bir sey kalmadiginda sabretmek; eline diinyalik bir sey gectiginde
ise baskasini nefsine tercih etmektir” sozleriyle tarif eder. (Kuseyri, 2021) Bu ifadeler, tasavvufun
teorik bilgiden ziyade siirekli farkindalik i¢cinde yaganmasi gereken bir manevi disiplin oldugunu 6n
plana cikarir. Eb{i Bekir es-Sibli de (6. 334/946) 6nceki tanimlarla uyum icerisinde, “tasavvuf, azalari
haramdan korumak ve biitiin nefesleri zikirle kontrol altinda tutmaktir” diyerek tasavvufu siirekli
farkindalik ve bu farkindalik sonucunda muhakkak amele doniisen bir ilim olarak agiklar. (Hargfsi,
2022) Bu tanimlarin ortak paydasi, tasavvufun bilgiyi hale, sdylemi eyleme doniistiiren bir tecriibe
yolu olarak anlagilmasidir. Dolayisiyla siiff icin bilgi, dilde degil, fiilde kemale erer; “s6ylem” ancak
“eylem” ile dogrulanir. Bu yo6niiyle erken donem siifi tanimlari, tasavvuf ilminde amelin bilgiden ay-
rilmaz oldugunu ve marifetin yasanarak idrak edilen bir hakikat oldugunu agik bicimde ortaya koyar.
S6z konusu idrakin ortaya ¢ikmasi adina siifilerin bir tekamiil siirecinden ge¢cmeleri gerekmektedir.

Tasavvuf ilminde Tekamiil Siireci

Tasavvuf ilminin inkigaf ettigi ilk ytizyillarda, stfiler ilmin gerekliliklerini yerine getirmek, ilerlemek
ve kemadle ermek adina yapilmasi gerekenleri sistemli hale getirmek i¢in tasavvufi makam ve hal-
leri ortaya koymuslardir. Sonraki yiizyillarda, tasavvufun kurumsallasmasiyla beraber ortaya ¢ikan
tarikatlar ise makam ve hal ilerlemesinden ziyade nefis, nefis mertebeleri ve nefsin egitimi iizerine
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odaklanarak, nefis mertebeleri icerisinde bir tekamiil siireci ortaya koymuslardir. Onun i¢in bu bag-
lik altinda “makam-hal” tasnifleri ve “nefssin egitimi” tizerinden siifilerin ortaya koydugu tekamiil
stirecini islemek daha uygun olabilir.. Sozliikte “durulan yer, durak, oturulan ve ikamet edilen yer”
gibi anlamlara gelen makam kelimesi (Ciircani, 1403/1983) tasavvufi istilahta, stifinin tekrar etmek
suretiyle elde ettigi ve kendi sifat1 haline getirdigi adabi ifade etmek icin kullanilir. (Erginli, 2006)
Makam siifinin icinde bulundugu menzilin gerekliliklerini yerine getirerek onun kendisi i¢in bir me-
leke haline gelmesini saglamasidir. Ornegin, siifilerin tasavvuf ilmini yasamak adina yapmalar gere-
ken ilk sey “tevbe” etmektir ve “tevbe” tasavvuf klasiklerinin ittifakla belirttigi tizere ilk makamdir.
Genellikle hem bir makamin kendi icerisinde hem de tiim makamlar arasinda tekamiil s6z konusudur.
(Kasani, 2014) Tasavvufi makamlarin sayisi hususunda tasavvuf tarihinde bir ittifak s6z konusu de-
gildir. Ziinn{n el-Misr1 (6. 245/859) ve Yahya b. Muaz er-Razi (6. 258/872) makamlarin sayisin yedi
olarak; Necmiiddin-i Kiibra (6. 618/1221) on olarak; Abdullah el-Herevi (6. 481/1089) yiiz olarak;
Ebli Muhammed Riizbihan el-Bakli (6. 606/1209) ise binbir olarak kaydetmistir. (Konur, 1995) Bu
kisimda “eylem ve soylem birlikteligi” cercevesinde siifinin makam ve haller perspektifinde yasadig1
ilerlemeyi Serrac’a gore ele almak yerinde olacaktir. Ciinkii Serrac diger sifi miielliflerden farkh
olarak makamlar arasinda sebep sonug iliskisi kurmus, ele aldig1 bir makam kendisinden 6nceki ma-
kamin sonucu ve kendisinden sonraki makamin sebebi oldugunu vurgulamistir. Stifilerin makamlar
hakkindaki verdikleri bilgiler ve her makamin bir 6nceki makamin bilgisi, gorgiisii ve tecriibesi ilke
birikerek ilerlemesi ve her makamda elde edilen marifet bilgisinin sonraki makamlarda derinlegerek
artmasi, siifilerin ilmi pratigin dogurdugu, besledigi ve biiyiittiigii bir siire¢ olarak gordiiklerini gos-
termektedir. SGfinin manen ilerlemesi ve tekamiilii de ancak bu sekilde olabilmektedir.

Tasavvufi Makam ve Haller

Serrac makamlarin sayisini “tevbe, vera’, ziihd, fakr, sabir, tevekkiil ve r1za” olmak iizere yedi olarak
belirlemistir. Ona gore tevbe makami vera’i, vera’ makami ziihdii, zithd makam fakri, fakr makami
sabri, sabir makamu tevekkiilii ve tevekkiil makami rizay: gerektirir. Bu kavramlara kisaca deginmek
gerekirse, tevbe makami Allah’a yaklagmak i¢in ilk aksiyon, kisinin kotii davraniglar terk ederek iyi
davraniglara yonelmesi anlaminda kullanilir. Vera’ kavrami, haram ve giinah oldugu siipheli olan sey-
lerden uzak durmak ve hatta bu sebeple helal ve mubah olan seylerin bir kismini da terk etmek veya
ihtiyatla yaklasmak anlaminda kullanilir. Ziihd, diinya malina ragbet etmemek, makam, san, sohret
pesinde kosmamak, ¢okca ibadet etmek ve ahiret hayatinin giizelligi icin hayirl islere yonelmek gibi
anlamlara gelir. Fakr, insanin zorunlu ihtiyaclarini karsilayacak imkanlardan yoksun olmas: veya
kendisini her zaman Allah’a muhtac bilmesi anlaminda bir tasavvuf terimidir. Sabir, nefsi telastan,
dili sikayetten ve organlar1 diinyanin zevkinden korumak anlamlarinda kullanilir. Tevekkiil, Allah’a
dayanip giivenme anlamina gelir. Riza ise genellikle tasavvufi makamlarin sonuncusu olarak goriiliir
ve kulun Rabbin’den, Rabbinin’de kuldan razi olmasin ifade etmektedir. Sevgiliden gelen liituflar
da kahirlar1 da ayn1 gérmek ve hepsinden memnun, razi olmak, tevbe ile tasavvufun kapisindan giren
stifinin nihai hedefidir. (Serrac, 1960)

Tasavvuf ilminde makamlarin yalnizca teorik bir bilgi alam degil, siifinin bizzat yasayarak kat ettigi
ameli menziller olmasi, bu ilmin 6ziindeki eylem ve s6ylem birlikteligini acik bicimde yansitir. Her
makam, siifinin dilde ifade ettigi bilgiyi fiille dogruladigi, yasanti haline doniistiirdiigi bir merhaledir.
Bu yoniiyle tasavvufi tekamiil, sdylenenin yasandigi, bilginin hale doniistiigii bir siirectir. Siifi, her
makamda yalnizca neyi bilmesi gerektigini degil, o bilginin geregini nasil yerine getirmesi gerektigi-
ni de 6grenir; boylece bilgi, eylemle sinanarak hakikate doniisiir. Serrac’in makamlar arasinda kurdu-
gu sebep—sonug iligkisi de bu durumu teyit eder: her bir makam, bir 6nceki eylemin dogrulugunun ve
samimiyetinin sonucu, bir sonraki makamin ise baslangicidir. Dolayisiyla siifi, “eylemle dogrulanan
bilgi” anlayisiyla makamdan makama ilerleyerek seyriisiilik yolculugunu tamamlar. Sonraki yiizyil-
larda, tarikatlar doneminde s6z konusu tekamdil siireci siiflyi tevbe makamindan alip riza makamina
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eristiren makamlar sistematiginden ¢ok nefis mertebeleri iizerinden aciklanmistir. Nefsi egitmek iize-
rine kurulan sistemde, cesitli riyazet ve zikir yontemleriyle kisinin nefsine hilkkmetmesini saglamak
asil amactir. Nefsin 1slah ve terbiye edilmesi tarikat egitiminin en temel hedefini olusturmaktadir.

Nefsin Egitimi

Bir seyin zati, kendisi, hakikati ve varlig1 anlamina gelen nefis kavrami, birbirinden ¢ok farkli an-
lamlarda da kullanmilmaktadir. Ciinkii belirli bir ziimreye gore nefis, riih demekken bir bagka ziimreye
gore ceset ve beden, bir digerine goreyse miiriivvet manasina gelmektedir. Fakat sifi ziimrelerin
ittifakina gore nefis bu anlamlara gelmez, o serrin kaynagi ve kétiiliigiin temelidir. (Hiicviri, 2020)
Stfilerin tariflerine gore nefsin iki farkli tarafi oldugunu ve taraflarin birbirine zit oldugunu séylemek
miimkiindiir. Nefis karanlik ve zulmani bir yapiya sahip olmasina karsin ayni1 zamanda onun niirani
ve latif bir tarafi vardir. Siifiler, nefsi bu zulmani tarafindan kurtarip nurani tarafin1 hakim kilabilmek
amaciyla siki bir miicahedeye girisir ve tasavvuf yoluna yeni giren siifilere bunu tavsiye ederler. Zira
nefsin zulmant tarafinin kiside hakim olmasi durumunda kisi kinanmay1 gerektiren ¢irkin davraniglar
ve kotii ozellikler sergiler. (Isitan, 2020)

Nefsin sifatlar iki seyden kaynaklanir bunlardan ilki hafiflik digeri ise asir1 istah ve arzudur. Hafif
olmasi cehaletinden, asir1 arzu ve istek sahibi olmasi ise hirsindan/zalimligindendir. Hafif olmasi ace-
leci ve sabirsiz olmaya neden olurken hirs sahibi olmasi aggdzliiliik ve kanaatsizlik meydana getirir.
Kaul ise kendisinde bu hayvani arzular1 meydana getiren nefsi ancak ilim ve itidal ile tedbir ve 1slah
ettikten sonra insani vasfin1 kazanabilir. Kalbin {izerinde riih yerine nefis hakimken kisi kendisinde
bulunan seytani sifatlan ve kétii ahlaki idrdk edemez. Idrak edemedigi her an nefis ozellikle en kotii
hasletini ortaya ¢ikarmak icin gittikce giiclenir. Bu haslet rubiibiyet davasi yani Rablik iddiasidir ki
iddianin iddia sahibini helake gotiirdiigii nadir iddialardandir. Bunun i¢in nefis ile miicahede etmek
ve sonrasinda onu arindirip onun sahip oldugu koétii ahlak ve vasiflar idrak etmek ¢ok 6nemlidir.
(Stihreverdi, 2004)

Genel olarak tasavvuf ilminde nefis mertebeleri, siifinin mertebenin 6zelligi hakkinda s6ylenen has-
letler, bu hasletleri gerceklestirmek icin verilen tavsiyeleri eylemle dogruladig1 manevi menzillerdir.
Zira nefis terbiyesi, soylemler tizerinden degil, miicahede, riyazet ve amel ile gerceklestirilebilir. Stfi,
her mertebede nefsinin arzularina muhalefet ederek bilgiyi yasantiya doniistiiriir ve boylelikle ilim
amele, amel ise hakikate doniigiir. Nefs-i emmareden mutmainneye uzanan bu yolculuk, tasavvufun
oziindeki eylem ve soylem birlikteligini stifinin varliginda tahakkuk ettiren bir siirectir. Bu baglamda,
nefis terbiyesinde ortaya ¢ikan eylem ve sdylem birlikteligi anlayisi, stifinin yalnizca bireysel teka-
miiliinde degil, ahlaki davranislarinda ve sosyal iligkilerinde de belirleyici ilke durumundadir ve hem
erken donem tasavvuf literatiiriinde hem de sonraki yiizyillarda kaleme alinan eserlerinde “eylem ve
soylem” iligkisi kendisine yer bulmustur. Bu diisiinceyi erken donemde Siilemi’nin Uy{ibu’n-nefs ve
miidavatiiha ile Adabii’s-siifiyye ve Kitabii’l-fiitiivve gibi eserlerinde isledigini, sonraki yiizyillarda
Gazal’nin Thyd’sinda konuya “Miihlikat ve Miinciyat” baghginda derinlemesine yer verdigini, Esre-
foglu Riimi gibi miielliflerinde tarikatlar doneminde, biinyesinde bulunduklari tarikat perspektifinde
konuyu ele aldiklarin1 g6zlemlemek miimkiindjir.

Klasik Tasavvuf Literatiiriinde Eylem ve Soylem Birlikteligi
Haris el-Muhasibi: er-Ri’aye

Haris el-Muhasibi, tasavvuf sahasinda eser veren ilk miiellif olarak kabul edilir. Eseriyle kendisinden
sonra gelen Gazali gibi tasavvuf ilmi icin 6nemli simalan etkilemistir. Muhasibi kendisinden sonra
gelen siifilere 6rneklik tegkil edecek sekilde diisiincelerini olustururken ayet ve hadislerin 1s181ndan
ayrilmamustir. Muhasibi eserinde, tasavvuf yoluna girmis olan saliklerin nasil davranmalar1 gerekti-
gine dair agiklamalarda bulunmus, sorunlari ve bu sorunlarin ¢éziimlerini bir arada zikretmistir. “De-
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dim-dedi” tarzinda yazilan eserin “dedim” kisminda problematik ortaya konulur ve ‘dedi’ kisminda
bu problemin ¢éziim yollar ayet ve hadisler 1s181nda tartisilir. S6z gelimi “Bana yapmami emrettigin
ilk sey nedir?” sorusu ele alinir ve cevaplanir: “Her seyden once efendisi olan bir kul oldugunu, o
efendiye karsi takva yolunu tutmadan kurtulusun olmayacagini ve dahi takvadan sonra heldkin séz
konusu olmayacagini bilmendir. Neden yaratildigini hatirla! Neden imtihan yurduna génderildin?
Bos yere, amagsiz olarak yaratilmadigini ve yalmz olmadigin yani terk edilmeyecegini bil! Buraya
gonderildin ¢iinkii aciz bir kul olarak burada Efendine itaat veya isyan edip etmeyecegin sinanacak,
sonug olarak da ya ebedi azap ya da ebedi nimet yurduna nakledileceksin!” Muhasibi’nin eserinin
bir diger 6zelligiyse, siifinin siiliku esnasinda aklina gelebilecek pek ¢ok sorunun, cevap ve ¢dziim
yollariyla ele alinmis olmasidir. Muhasibi eserinde nefsin kotii hasletleri olan riya, kibir ve ucb, al-
danma, haset gibi huylar ayn basliklar altinda incelemistir. Ayrica sifinin bu hasletleri terk ettikten
sonra fitneden sakindirilmasi gerektigine ve nefsin Allah’a uyduktan sonra siifinin nefsi hususunda
korkacag: seyleri de incelemistir. S6z konusu eser, en ince ayrintisina kadar tasavvuf ilmi gerceve-
sinde nefsini terbiye etmek isteyen kisilere rehber olacak sekilde tasarlanmistir. Muhasibi, insanin
diismani olarak tanimladigi seytanin insana ancak, insanin nefsinden aldig giicle zarar verebilecegini
ifade etmistir. Bu hususta kisinin kendisine yapilan davetlere/vesveselere karsi uyanik olmasi, bu
davete icabet etmemenin sonucunda Allah’in rizasi oldugunu bilerek hareket etmesi gerekir. Kisi nef-
sine uymadikga, yani seytanla birlesen nefsinin arzu ettigi haram tutum ve davranislardan uzak durup
bunlarin tam aksine hareket ederek muhalefet ettigi zaman Allah’in diledigi gibi hareket etmis olur ve
bunun kargiligini alir. (Muhasibi, 2004) Muhasibi’nin bu yaklagimi, tasavvuf ilminde bilginin sadece
soylemlerle degil, nefsin terbiyesi ve amelin istikametiyle yasanarak dogrulandigini ve dolayisiyla da
hakikatin ve nefsin 1slah olmasinin eylem ve soylem birlikteligi icinde tecelli ettigini gostermektedir.
Mubhasibi, amelin bilgiyi ve yakini doguran bir siire¢ oldugunu, bunun da ilk ve en temelde Kur’an
bilgisiyle gerceklesecegi kanaatindedir. (Bayrakci, 2023)

Siilemi: Uyiibii’n-nefs ve Miidavatiihda

Siilemi, birtakim miirsidlerin/seyhlerin kendisine gelerek, nefsin kusurlar1 hakkinda sonradan gelecek
olan insanlari bilgilendirecek bir eser talep etmeleri {izerine bu eseri yazdigim ifade etmistir. Eserin
baslangicinda nefsin mertebelerini agiklayan miiellif, nefsin mertebelerini ii¢ olarak ele almig ve bun-
lar “nefs-i emmare, nefs-i levvame ve nefs-i mutmainne” olarak isimlendirmistir. Nefs-i emmare’nin
ayet ve hadislerle tanimlandigi belirten Siilemi, bu nefsin siirekli kotiiliigii emrettigini, insanin tabia-
tinda bulundugunu ve egitilmesi gerektigini ifade eder. Ona gore nefsin bir sonraki mertebesi “nefs-i
levvame”dir. Bu nefis yaptiklari iyilikleri ve kotiiliikleri kinayan, sabretmeyen, kagirdig: firsatlar icin
her zaman pisman olan ve giinah isleyen nefistir. Nefsin son mertebesi, nefsin kusurlan ve tedavi
yollar bilinip uygulandiktan sonra ulasilacak ve asil hedef olan mertebe “nefs-i mutmainne”dir. Bu
nefis Siilemi’ye gore Allah’in Rab oldugunu kesin olarak bilen ve bunu kabul eden, O’nun vaatlerine
giivenip sozlerini tasdikleyen, emir ve yasaklara riayet eden nefistir. Siilem1 bu bilgilendirmelerden
sonra nefsin altmis dokuz tane hastaligini1 ve bunlarin tedavi yollarin1 Kur’an-1 Kerim, hadis ve siifi
sozlerine dayanarak agiklamis, eserinin ikinci boliimiinde ise tasavvufi terbiye sistemi icerisinde olan
olmayan tiim mii’minlere, cesitli tavsiyelerde bulunmustur. Siilemi takva sahibi olmak, kanaatkar
olmak, kétiiliige karsi iyilik etmek, devaml tévbe etmek, Allah’1 daima zikretmeye devam etmek vb.
gibi kirk alt1 farkli tavsiye vermistir. Bu tavsiyeler nefsiyle miicahede etmek isteyen siifilerin isleri-
ni kolaylagtirici niteliktedir. (Siilemi, 1993) Bu hastaliklarin hepsini tedavileriyle beraber muhtasar
bir sekilde aciklasak bile bu arastirmamizin hacmini asacaktir. Bu hususta vurgulamaya calistigimiz
temel husus, tasavvuf ilminin sdylemlerle yetinmedigi, eylemin nasil yapilacagi hususunda siifilere
detayl sekilde bilgi vermesidir.

Siilemi: Cevami’u Adabi’s-siifiyye ve Kitabii’l-Fiitiivve
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Siilem1 bu eserinde, tasavvuf terbiyesi icerisine girmis olan bir siifinin nasil davraniglar sergilemesi
gerektigine orneklik teskil etmesi bakimindan yiiz altmis yedi edebi; ayet, hadis, siifi s6z ve davra-
nislarina dayanarak aciklamistir. Bunu yaparak, siifi ziimresinin hakikatini reddeden ve bu ziimreyi
Islam’in disina iten inkarcilarin hakikati 6grenmesini hedefleyen Siilemi, aym zamanda tasavvufun,
kisinin hem manevi hem de maddi diinyasini nasil sekillendirdigini net bir bicimde ifade etmis olur.
Nefsi terbiye etmek acgisindan Siilemi’nin ele aldig1 edepler sunlardir: “Nefsi sehvetten alikoymak
ve bu sehvetleri terk etmek, nefsin kusurlarinm1 goériip nefsin kendisini ve yapilan ibadetleri gérme-
mek, nefsi tanimak ve derecesini bilmek, nefisten razi olmamak, nefsin hazlarina gem vurmak, nefsi
aylplamak, nefse muhalefet etmek, nefse nasihat etmek, nefisle cihattan ayrilmamak. Siilemi’nin bu
basliklari, nefsi ile miicdhede etmek isteyen ve bu yolda rehbere ihtiyac duyan salikler icin, 6zenle
hazirlanmis birer recete niteligindedir. Ciinkii Siilemi bu basliklar1 aciklarken, bu yollardan gecmis
stifilerin neler yasadiklarim1 ve bunlarla nasil bag ettiklerini anlatir. Bu hususu hakkiyla idrak etmek
saliki cesaretlendirecektir. Nitekim verilen 6rnek durumlar1 yasayan kimselerde nefisleri bulunan ve
onu egitmeye calisan ve kendilerine rehber arayan salikler gibi neticede iyilige ve kotiiliige meyyal
olan insanlardir. Ayrica siifilerin sozlerini okumak ve davraniglarim bilmenin, okuyucu da bulunan
ilmi gurur, kibir, benlik ve iddiac1 olma gibi hasletleri tedavi edecegi, okuyucunun eskiden yaptigi
isleri cirkin gérmeye baglayacagi ifade edilmistir. (Siilemi, 2018)

Siilemi’nin bir bagka eseri olan Kitabii’I-Fitiivve bahis konusu ettigimiz eserini tamamlar niteliktedir.
Kitdbii’I-Fiitiivve de Siilemi fiitiivveti, “Allah’in emirlerine uyup kétiiliikleri birakmak, ibadetleri
giizellestirerek, gizli ve acik ahlakin en giizeline sarilmak” olarak tanimlamistir. Herhangi bir salikin
tanimlanan fiitiivvet ahlakina gore nasil davranmasi gerektigini, fiitiivvetin gerekleri olan davraniglari
aciklarken, ayet, siinnet ve selefin sézlerinden faydalanarak ifade eden Siilemi, eserinde fiitiivvetin
gerektirdigi yaklasik yiiz kirk davranis tarzim ele almistir. “Fiitiivvetin gerekliliklerinden birisi de su-
dur:” diyerek o baglikta ele aldig1 davranisi ve bu davranisin neden ve nasil yerine getirildigini agik-
layan Siilemf, tasavvuf ilminin sdylem ve eylem birlikteligine verdigi nemi gozler 6niine sermistir.
Bu davranislardan bazilar1 konumuz gercevesinde su sekildedir: Nefsi dogruluk ile ugrastirmak, nefsi
hesaba ¢ekmek, nefse hakim olmak, nefsin arzusuna aykir1 gitmek ve nefsin arzusundan kaginmak.
Siilemi bahsedilen hususlart fiitiivvetin gerekliliklerinden goriir. (Siilem1, 2002) Bu gereklilikler stfi-
nin fiillerinde derinlestikce sifinin bilgisi ve ameli de derinlesir ve anlam diinyas1 zenginlesir. Amel,
bilginin cesitli katmanlarda siifiye acilmasina zemin hazirlar.

Gazali: Thyau uliimid’d-din

Gazall, meshur eseri Thydu uliimi’d-din’in bir cildini tamamiyla “Miihlikat” baghgina bir cildini ise
“Miinciyat” basligina ayirmistir. Miihlikat, insam helake gotiiren sey veya seylerin genel ismidir.
Gazali eserinin tictincii cildini on farkh kitaba ayirmis ve her kitabin igerisinde kisiyi helake gotiiren
seylerden bir tanesini incelemistir. Buna goére birinci kitap Kitdbu serh-i acaibi’l kalb’tir. Gazali bu
kitapta on bes madde icerisinde kalbin acayip hallerini incelemis ve bu hallerin kisiyi nasil hela-
ke siiriikleyecegini ayet ve hadisler 1s1g1nda anlatmstir. ikinci kitap mukaddime ve onbir beyandan
meydana gelen Kitdbii riydzeti’n-nefis ve tehzibi’l-ahldk ve mudleceti emrdzi’l-kalb’tir. Gazali bu bo-
liimde ise kalbin hastaliklarinin nasil tedavi edilecegini, insanin kendisini hakikatten perdeleyen sey-
lerden soyutlanmasi icin ahlakim nasil giizellestirecegini ve nefis terbiyesini anlatmistir. Gazali, Thya
incelendiginde bashklardan da anlasilacag iizere nefsin kotii hasletlerine tabi olmanin kisiyi helake
stiriikleyecegini vurgulayarak, kisinin bu kotii hasletlerden nefsini arindirmasi gerektigine énemle
vurgu yapar. Tiim kétii hasletleri ayetler ve hadisler 1s18inda ele alan Gazali, siifiye rehber olmasi
acisindan hem biiyiik siifilerin birtakim sozlerini hem de kendi s6zlerini tavsiye niteliginde nakleder.
Buna gore siirekli degisme fitratinda olan kalbin hallerini istikamet iizere sabit hale getirmek, nefsi
terbiye edip ahlaki giizellestirmeye calismak, cok yemekten ve uyumaktan kaginip siikiit etmenin
kiymetini bilmek, 6fke ve kiskanclik duygularindan kurtularak kisiyi her tiirlii kotiiliige sevk eden
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diinyadan yiiz cevirmek, cah ve riya’ davraniglarin terk ederek, kibirlenmekten ve gururlu olmaktan
uzak durmak en genel itibariyle kisiyi helak olmaktan koruyacaktir.

Miinciyat, insan1 kurtulusa gotiiren sey veya seylerin genel ismidir. Kisi kendisini helake gotiiren ve
Gazali’nin on kitap boyunca anlattig1 kotiiliiklerden sakindirdiktan sonra, kurtulusa ermek icin hare-
kete gecmelidir. Ciinkii tek basina kétiiliiklerden uzak durmak kurtulusa ermek icin yeterli degildir,
bunun yaninda en genel manada dinin gerekliliklerini yerine getirmek ve dinin yegane énderi Mu-
hammed’in (s.a.v) yasantisini 6rnek alarak tasavvufi bir hayat yasamak, kurtulusa ermek acgisindan
biiyiik 6nem arz etmektedir. Gazali, Thydii ultimi’d-din isimli eserinde bu aksiyonlar1 on maddede
aciklamigtir. Ona gore insani kurtulusa gotiiren seylerin ilki tevbedir. Kisi tevbe ettikten sonra varlikta
ve yoklukta hem siikiir hem de sabir gostermeyi basarirsa kurtulusa bir adim daha yaklagmig olur.
Sabir ve siikiir miinciyatin ikinci maddesidir. Varlikta ve yoklukta sabretmeyi ve siikretmeyi 6grenen
kisi yasamini havf ve reca halleri arasinda fakr ve ziihd makaminda yasamay1 6grenip bu hal ve ma-
kamlarin gerekliliklerini yerine getirerek kurtulusa bir adim daha yaklagsmis olur. Miinciyatin ti¢lincii
maddesi “havf ve reca”, dérdiincii maddesi ise “fakr ve ziihd”tiir. Adim adim kurtulusa yiirtiyen stfi
bu asamalardan sonra acziyetini fark etmis, kendi varliginin bir degeri olmasi i¢in mutlak varligin
hosnut olmasinin zorunlulugunu gérmiis, bdylelikle tevhidi miisahede ederek, olan ve 6len, meyda-
na gelen ve yok edilen her seyin bir silsile icerisinde ‘Ol!” emrine tabi oldugunu anlayarak tevekkiil
anlayis1 gelistirmistir. Boylelikle miinciyatin besinci maddesi tevhid ve tevekkiildiir. Tevhid ve te-
vekkiil ehli olmus siifinin, hakikati miisahede ederek nefsine tabi olmaktansa nefsini kendisine tabi
etmeyi basardigini ifade etmek yanlis olmayacaktir. Hakikati miisahede eden siifi, Allah’a muhabbet,
sevk ve iins duyarak Allah’tan gelene razi ve boylelikle Allah’ta stifiden razi olur. Miinciyatin altinci
maddesi muhabbet, sevk, {ins ve rizadir. Bu asamadan sonra gelen maddelerin yerine getirilmesi daha
kolay olacaktir, zira tasavvufun nihai hedefi siifiyi riza mertebesine ulagtirmaktir. Sonraki maddeler
ise sirasiyla sdyledir: 7. Niyet, ihlas ve dogruluk, 8. Murakabe ve muhasebe, 9. Tefekkiir, 10. Oliim
ve Oliimden sonrasini anma. (Gazali, 2010) Gazali’ye gore hakikate ulasmak, sozii fiille, bilgiyi halle
dogrulamaktir; zira kurtulus, eylemle kemale eren bir soylemin neticesidir.

Esrefoglu Rami: Miizekki’n-niifiis

Isminden de anlasilacag) gibi nefis ve nefsin egitimi, temizlenmesi iizerine olusturulan eser, incele-
digimiz diger eserlere nispetle daha yakin bir tarihte kaleme alinmis ve dahi inceledigimiz eserlerin
yansimalarindan meydana gelmistir. Ele aldigimiz diger siifi miiellifler ve onlarin teliflerinden yak-
lasik yedi asir sonra yasamis olan Esrefoglu Riimi’ye burada yer vermemizin nedeni, tarikatlarda
ve tarikatlar biinyesinde verilmis eserlerde, tasavvuf ilminin ilk yiizyillarinda oldugu gibi séylem
ve eylem birlikteligine verilen 6neme isaret etmektir. Esrefoglu Riimi, eserinde insanin yaratilig iti-
bariyle her tiirlii kétiiliigli yapmaya meyyal oldugunu agiklamis ve kisinin ancak gayret gostererek
nefsini arindirabilecegini vurgulamistir. Eser bilhassa tasavvufun halk arasinda yayilmasini amacgla-
yarak donemin elverdigi kosullarda sade bir Tiirkceyle kaleme alinmistir. iki ana béliimden olusan
eserin baslangicinda Esrefoglu Riimi, nefsin mertebelerini siralar ve bu mertebeleri hangi ayetlerin
15181nda adim adim gecilecegini aciklar. Ik kisminda ise miiellif, diinya sevgisinin zararlari, nefs-i
emmarenin sifatlari, kiyamet, biiylik giinahlar, tevekkiil ve 6liim gibi konu bagliklarim incelerken
ikinci kisminda nefs-i emmarenin terbiyesi, tasavvuf adabi ve iyi bir Miisliiman olma sartlarindan
bahsetmistir. Ayrica eserlerinde kissalar naklederek salikin énemli bu kissalardan miihim hisseler
cikarmasim hedeflemistir. Esrefoglu Riimi, nefsi dort kisim olarak ele alir, bunlar: 1.Nefs-i Emmare.
2. Nefs-i Levvame. 3. Nefs-i Miilheme ve 4. Nefs-i Mutmainne’dir. Allah’in razi1 oldugu ve huzuru-
na ¢agirdigi nefsin “nefs-i mutmainne” oldugunu ifade eden Riimi, “nefs-i emmare”yi ise huzurdan
kovulan nefis olarak adlandirir. Salikin terbiyesinin nasil seyredecegini eserinde Rimi detayli bir
sekilde agiklamistir. Onun soylemi, nefsin sifatlarinin bilinmesi ve bu sifatlar1 tam karsitlariyla degis-
tirerek, onun egitilmesidir. S6zgelimi Rimi’ye gore nefs-i emmarenin yedi tane kotii ve cirkin sifati
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vardir. Bunlar: Heva, gazap, sehvet, hirs, cimrilik, (buhiil) kendini begenme (u’cub) ve kibirdir. RGm1
bu yedi sifatin giderilmesi icin salike su yedi seyin kazandirilmasi gerektigini sdyler: A¢lik, susmak,
az uyumak, halk igine gereginden fazla karismamak, daima L4 lahe illallah demek, miirsid-i kmile
eriserek elinden tutup t6vbe etmek, miirsid-i kamilin iradeti altinda olmak ve onun emirlerine itaat et-
mek. Rim1’ye gore sayilan bu yedi sey nefs-i emmarenin fenaliklarin iyi ve giizel ahlaka cevirmeye
sebep olur. Nitekim ona gore sahabe, mesayihin biiyiikleri ve siifiler sayilan bu yedi seyi hayatlarina
yerlestirerek cok mertebe kat etmiglerdir. Oncelikle yapilmas1 gereken sey tevbe ederek nefs-i em-
marenin sifatlarina bir daha donmemeye azmetmek ve sonrasinda ise sayilan yedi sifati kazanmaya
calismaktir. Tevbe etmekten maksat miiellife gore, nefs-i emmareyi énce levvame mertebesine ve
sonra miilheme ve nihayetinde mutmainneye eristirmektir. Mutmainne mertebesine erigen nefis Al-
lah’in “Gir cennetime!” muhatabina nail olur. Tevbe ettikten sonra kisi, salih ameller islemeli, riya-
zet etmeli ve Allah’1 zikretmeye yonelmelidir. Bu dort seyin yani tevbe, salih amel, riyazet ve zikrin
sonucunda nefs-i emmarenin biitiin kotii sifatlar iyi olan sifatlarla yer degistirmis olur. (Rimi, 1979)
Esrefoglu Riimi, kendisinden ¢ok 6nce yasamis olan siifilerin eserlerine ittiba ederek tasavvufun
soylem ve eylem birlikteligine yorum yapmuis, salikin neler yapmasi gerektigini recete niteligindeki
eserinde ona gostermistir. Tasavvuf ilmi ve bu ilmin catis1 altinda yazilmis olan tasavvufi eserler, in-
sanin en genel anlamiyla ne oldugunu ve ne yapmasi gerektigini ona aciklayan ve “icindeki seytan”
ile miicadele etmesini amaclayan rehberlerdir.

Bu boéliim boyunca ortaya konuldugu iizere, tasavvuf ilminin bilgi tasavvuru “séziin fiille dogrulan-
masl1” ilkesine dayanir. Serrac’in makamlar arasinda kurdugu sebep—sonug iligkisi, bilginin ancak
ameli istikametle amele doniiserek tekamiil meydana getirecegini gosterirken; nefis mertebeleri 68-
retisi, bu tekamiiliin kétiiliigli emreden nefsin direng hatlar {izerinde riyazet, muhasebe ve zikirle
nasil tahakkuk ettigini somutlar. Muhasibi’nin er-Ri ‘dye’de soruyu eyleme baglayan didaktik tislubu;
Siilemi’nin Uyibii’n-nefs’te kusur—tedavi eslestirmesi ve Adab/Fiitiivvet literatiiriiyle giizel davranis
kodlarini toplum nazarinda uygulanabilir forma getirmesi ve nihayet Gazali’nin Miihlikat—Miinciyat
ikiliginde “kaginilacaklar” ile “kurtulusa gétiiren fiiller”i adim adim tertip etmesi, tasavvufun nazari
cerceveyi pratik disipline doniistiirme amacini farkh diizlemlerde teyit etmektedir. Dolayisiyla tasav-
vuf, sdylem, bilgi, ahlak ve eylemi ayni potada eritip biitiinlestiren bir ilimdir. Bu biitiinliik icerisinde
stfi, 6nce bilginin hakikatini kalbinde idrak eder, ardindan bu idraki eylemlerine yansitir ve nihayet
topluma tahakkuk eden bir hizmet suuru haline getirir. Bu perspektifte, tasavvuf ilminin sundugu
hal-makam ve nefs terbiyesi gibi tekamiil araglarinin, miihlikat ve miinciyat kavramlarinin ve fiitii-
vvet fikrinin bilgiyi yasantiya, s6zii amele doniistiirmenin en tutarli 6rnekleri oldugunu ifade etmek
yanlis olmayacaktir.

Giinlimiiziin fikrimizce en goriinlir agmazlarindan biri, degerlerin yiiksek sesle ifade edildigi; fakat
giindelik yasantilarin s6z konusu degerlerle ortiismedigi soylem—eylem kopuklugudur. Tasavvuf ge-
lenegi, bu kopuklugu ortadan kaldirmaya aday yerlesik bir cerceve sunar: dogru bilgi, ancak amel ile
dogrulandiginda anlaml hale doniisiir. Serrac’in makamlar arasinda kurdugu sebep—sonug zinciri,
bilineni yapmay1 tekamiiliin sart1 haline getirir; Muhdsibi’nin er-Ri ‘dye’sindeki soru—cevap metodu
ise dogru tutumun, pratik adimla pekistirilmesini saglar. Siilemi’nin Uyiibii’n-nefs’te kusur—tedavi es-
lestirmesi ve Adab/Fiitiivvet metinleri aracihgiyla dogru davranis tutumlarini somutlastirip toplumsal
yasanabilirlik diizlemine indirmesi, soyut ve sdylemde kalan erdemlerin uygulanabilir aliskanlikla-
ra doniistiiriir. Gazali’nin Miihlikat—-Miinciyat tasnifi de “kaginilacaklar” ve “yapilacaklar” dengesi
arasinda bir gecis kurarak doniisiimiin yol haritasim verir; Esrefoglu Rimi’nin halk diliyle yazdig:
Miizekki’n-niifiis ise bu yol haritasini genis kitleler icin erisilebilir kilar.

SONUC VE ONERILER

Bu calismada, bir ilim olarak tasavvufun, hakikat bilgisini elde etme siirecini sdzle baslatip eylemle
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sonuglandiran bir siire¢ oldugunu, hal-makam 6gretisinin, nefis terbiyesinin ve fiitiivvet cizgisinin
s0z konusu siireci bireysel ve toplumsal boyutta yasanir duruma getirdigi bulgusuna ulasilmistir.
Klasik tasavvufi metinler, bilginin meydana gelmesi ve dogrulanmasini séylem degil amel iizerinden
temellendirirken, eylem ve soylem biitiinliigii tizerine yapilan cagdas arastirmalar bu cizgiyi deneyi-
me dayal1 bilgi, erdem etigi ve toplumsal pratik kavramlariyla giin yiiziine cikarir. Netice itibariyla,
tasavvuf ilminin ayirt edici 6zelligi eylemle dogrulanan séylemdir. Tasavvufi bilgi, yalnizca tanim-
layici degil ayn1 zamanda performatif bir nitelik tasir. Tasavvuf ilminde bilgi, yasanarak dogrulanir.
Adab, bilinen ve soylenenin ahlaki edime yansimasidir. Adab bashginda sarfedilen davramslar, bil-
mek ile eylemek arasinda koprii kurar. Fiitiivvet kavrami, sGifinin bireysel dontisiim siirecini “hizmet
ve dayanisma” cercevesinde toplumsal hayata tasir. S6ylem ve eylem biitiinl{igiiniin cemiyet haya-
tinda uygulanmasini miimkiin kilar. Tasavvufi bilginin yukarida genis bir sekilde islenen sdylem-ey-
lem birlikteligi ve bu birliktelikten dogan hikmet, amel, ic disiplin, tefekkiir gibi hususlar giintimiiz
insaninin ihtiya¢ duydugu anlamh ve derinlikli bir idrak diizeyine isaret etmektedir. Bu idrakin ¢o-
cuk yaslardan ilerleyen yagslara toplumsal diizlemde tiim katmanlara uyarlanacak sekilde hayatimiza
girmesi énem arz etmektedir. Bireysel ve toplumsal diizeyde giderek belirginlesen eylem—sdylem
kopuklugunun giderilmesi, yalnizca bilissel degil, duyussal ve davranigsal boyutlar1 da kapsayan
biitiinciil bir egitim anlayisim1 gerektirmektedir. Bu baglamda, ahlaki ilke ve degerlerin yasantiya
aktarilmasin 6nceleyen, bilgiyle eylem arasindaki iliskiyi giiclendiren 6gretim yaklasimlarinin gelis-
tirilmesi 6nem arz etmektedir. Ogrenme siireclerinde tefekkiir, 6z degerlendirme ve hizmet odakli de-
neyimlerin sistematik bicimde biitiinlestirilmesi, bireyin i¢sel doniisiimiinii ve toplumsal sorumluluk
bilincini destekleyecektir. Bdylece egitim, salt bilgi aktariminin 6tesine Geleneksel mirasimizin bir
parcasi olarak tasavvufun sundugu imkanlardan da yararlanarak olusturacagimiz bireysel sorumluluk
bilincini, toplumsal duyarlilig1 ve eylem—sdylem biitiinliigiinii esas alan modeller, gecmisin koklii de-
gerlerinden beslenen fakat cagdas pedagojik anlayisla yeniden bigimlenen bir egitim paradigmasinin
ingasina da katki sunabilir.
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Dinlerin Bulustugu Kent Ephesos;
Artemis Tapinagi, Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi
ve Isa Bey Camii

Emirhan OZ!

Ozet

Anadolu’nun bat1 kiyisinda yer alan ve Neolitik Cag’dan itibaren kesintisiz yasam sunan Ephesos,
giiniimiizde Selcuk adi ile anilmaktadir. Cografi konumu ve limani ile Antik Diinya’nin vazgecilmez
bir ticaret bolgesi olan Ephesos hem zengin tiiccarlarin hem de imparatorlarin gozdesi olmustur. Bu
zenginlik karsimiza sadece ticarette degil ayn1 zamanda sanatta ve inan¢ kékenli mimaride karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Antik Diinya’nin Yedi Harikasi’ndan biri olan Artemis Tapinagi bu durumun disa vuru-
mudur. Artemis Tapinagi sayesinde kent pek ¢ok bolgeden ziyaretci cekmis ve énemli bir dini merkez
olmustur. Ancak bu durumu sadece Pagan Ephesos’ta gecgerli olmamis bir miras olarak Hristiyan
Ephesos’ta da devam etmistir. Bu donemde Aziz Paulus’un kisa siireli, Aziz Yuhanna ve Meryem
Ana’nin ise uzun siireli kentte yasamis olmalari, Aziz Yuhanna’nin mezarinin ve o mezarin {istiine
yapilmis olan Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi’nin bu bolgede bulunmasi, 431 yilinda Ephesos’da gercekles-
tirilen konsilde Meryem Ana’ya Theotokos (Tanr1 Anasi) unvani verilmesi sonrasinda insa edilen
Meryem Ana Kilisesi ve bir anlamda tanrica Artemis’in kentinin Theotokos Meryem’e evrilmesiyle
Kutsal Kadin olgusunun devamlilig1 saglanmistir. S6z konusu kiliselerle Ephesos, Hristiyan hacilarin
vazgecilmez durag konumuna gelmistir. Tiirk-islam dénemine gelindiginde ise bélge Aydinogullar
Beyligi’nin merkezi haline gelmis ve beyligin bélgedeki giiciinii temsil eden Isa Bey Camii insa edil-
mistir. Ozellikle Giiney Anadolu’nun ve Suriye’nin etkilerinin hem mimarisinde hem de siislemele-
rinde bize gosteren yap1 devsirme malzemeleri ile de bolgenin ge¢misini halen daha yasatmaktadir.
Bu calismadaki amac ise, ti¢ farkli dine ev sahipligi yapmis olan Ephesos-Selcuk’un sadece antik bir
kentten ya da Hristiyanlik icin hac merkezi olmaktan ibaret olmadig1 ayn1 zamanda bolgede Tiirk-Is-
lam dénemi acisinda da zengin bir gecmisin oldugu; Artemis Tapinagi, Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi ve Isa
Bey Camii 6rnekleri ile anlatilmaktadir. Boylece kentin dini ve kiiltiirel cesitliligi, bu cesitliligin ise
mimariye nasil yansidig1 degerlendirilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Artemis Tapinag1, Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi, Ephesos, isa Bey Camii.
Abstract
Located on the western coast of Anatolia and offering evidence of continuous habitation since the

Neolithic period, Ephesos—known today as Selcuk—was one of the most significant commercial
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centers of the Ancient World due to its geographical position and harbor. Favored by both wealthy
merchants and emperors, the city’s prosperity was reflected not only in trade but also in art and reli-
gious architecture. The Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, stands as
a prominent manifestation of this wealth. Through the Temple of Artemis, the city attracted visitors
from many regions and became an important religious center. This religious significance, however,
did not remain confined to pagan Ephesos, but continued as a legacy in Christian Ephesos as well.
During this period, the short stay of Saint Paul and the long-term presence of Saint John and the Vir-
gin Mary in the city; the existence of the tomb of Saint John and the Basilica of Saint John built over
it; and the construction of the Church of Mary following the Council of Ephesos in 431, where the
Virgin Mary was granted the title Theotokos (Mother of God), ensured the continuity of the concept of
the Sacred Woman, as the city of the goddess Artemis symbolically evolved into the city of Theotokos
Mary. With these churches, Ephesos became an indispensable destination for Christian pilgrims. In
the Turkish-Islamic period, the region became the center of the Aydinogullar Beylik, and the isa Bey
Mosque was constructed as a symbol of the beylik’s power in the area. Reflecting influences from
Southern Anatolia and Syria in both its architectural form and ornamentation, the structure also pre-
serves the region’s past through its extensive use of spolia. The aim of this study is to demonstrate,
through the examples of the Temple of Artemis, the Basilica of Saint John, and the Isa Bey Mosque,
that Ephesos—Selcuk is not merely an ancient city or a Christian pilgrimage center, but also a site with
a rich Turkish-Islamic heritage. In this way, the city’s religious and cultural diversity, as well as how
this diversity is reflected in architecture, is examined.

Keywords: Temple of Artemis, Basilica of Saint John, Ephesos, isa Bey Mosque.

GIRiS

Kiiciik Asya’nin gozdesi olan Ephesos liman kenti olmasindan tarih boyunca dogu ile bat1 arasinda
koprii gorevi gormiistiir. Zengin ticaret agi ile bolgedeki Bizans hakimiyeti zayiflayana kadar bolge-
sel bir cazibe merkezi olmustur. Sadece ticaret ag1 ile degil kiiltiir ve inan¢ merkezi olarak da 6n plana
cikmigtir. Paganizm, Hristiyanlik ve Islamiyet’i biinyesinde barindirmus, izlerini giiniimiize kadar
saklamistir. Pagan donemde Diinyanin Yedi Harikasindan birisi olan Artemis Tapinagi Ephesos’ta
yer almaktadir. Bu yapi bizlere bolgede hakim olan Artemis kiiltiiniin giiciinii ve Ephesos’un sadece
ticaret ya da din ile tinlenen bir sehir olmadigim gostermektedir. Kent mimarisi ve sanati ile de bizlere
goz kirpmaktadir. Hristiyanlik acisindan 6nemine gelecek olursak. Aziz Paulus’un kisa siireli, Aziz
Yuahanna’nin ve Meryem Ana’nin ise uzun siireli olarak kentte yasamasindan dolay1 Hristiyanlik
acisindan 6nem barindirmaktadir. Ek olarak Aziz Yuhanna’nin incili Ayasuluk’ta yazmasindan ve
431 Efes Konsili’nin bu kentte yapilmasindan dolay1 6nemlidir. Hristiyan hacilarin muhakkak ziyaret
ettigi Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi ise bu énemin bir géstergesidir. Tiirk-islam Déneminde ise Aydinogullar
tarafindan ele gecirilen kent beyligin yonetim merkezi olmustur. Bélgede imar faaliyetleri gercekles-
mis bunun nihayetinde de yapildig1 dénemin gozdesi olan Isa Bey Camii insa edilmistir. Bu sayede
bolge pek cok farkl kiiltiire ait kalintilar1 barindiran hem arkeolojik hem de kiiltiirel bir zenginligin
yuvasi olmustur.

Ephesos’un Kisa Tarihgesi

Ephesos ve cevresindeki yerlesim sadece antik donem ile baslamamaktadir. Yapilan arastirmalar so-
nucunda bolgedeki ilk yerlesimin M.O. 6700’de Cukurigi Hoyiik’te bagladig1 anlagilmistir. Neolitik
Doénemde baslayan yerlesim ise M.O. 2700°de Eski Tun¢ Caginda sona ermistir (Biiyiikkolancu,
2023). Ephesos’taki ilk bolgesel merkez ise antik kaynaklara gére M.O. 2. binde kurulmustur. Stra-
bon’a gére Ephesos Androklos tarafindan kurulmustur. Kendisi M.O. 11. yiizy1lda yasamis olan Atina
krali Kodros’un ogludur (Bellibas, 2015). Strabon’un Geographika’sinda aktardiklarina gore; ionia’l1
olan Androklos ayni zamanda fon kolonizasyonunun lideridir ve bolgeyi de kolonize etmistir. Bu

195




nedenle bolgede hali hazirda bulunan Lelegleri ve Karialilar i¢ kesimlere siiriip onunla birlikte gelen
halki kente yerlestirmistir. Bu eski kent ise Athenaion dolaylarinda ve Koressos daginin yamaclarinin
da dahil oldugu topraklarda yer almaktadir. Bu topraklarin ise bir kisminin ya da tamaminin Smyrna
olarak adlandirildig1 ve bu bélgeden ayrilan halkinin giiniimiizde bilinen Smyrna kentini kurduklarini
aktarmugtir (Strabon, 2000). ilerleyen yiizyillarda M.O. 560’ta Lydia krali Kroisos’un tahta ge¢me-
sinden sonra Ephesos’u fethettigi aktarilmaktadir. Bu fetihten sonra ise Kroisos’un halki eski kentten
ayrilmaya zorladigini ve halki Artemision yakinlarindaki ovaya yerlestirdigi bilinmektedir. Bu arkaik
ve klasik donem sehri Kaystros nehrinin tasidigi aliivyonlar sonucu yiizeyden metrelerce asagida
kalmistir ve bu nedenle giin yiiziine ¢ikarilmasi pek miimkiin degildir.

Kendi bagimsizhgim kaybeden Ephesos, Lydia Kralligi’mn M.O. 546°da Persler tarafindan alt edil-
mesi sonucu Persliler’ in yonetimi altina girmistir (Kerschner, 2006). M.O. 3. yiizyilin baglarina gelin-
diginde ise Ephesos’ta Pers hakimiyeti artik yer almamaktayd. Biiyiik iskender’in komutanlarindan
olan Lysimakhos Ephosos’un basina gecmisti (M.O. 294-281) ve kent bu dénemde iigiincii kez yer
degistirmistir. Yeni kent Panayir Dag1 ve Biilbiil Dag arasindaki vadiye konumlandirilmistir. Lysi-
makhos bu kenti kendi kizina adamistir ve kentin adin1 Arsinoeia olarak degistirmistir. Lysimakhos’un
oliimiinden sonra ise Seleukidler kenti ele gecirmis ve kentin ad1 tekrardan Ephesos olmustur. M.O.
133 yilina kadar Ephesos pek cok kez el degistirmis ancak bu y1lda Roma’nin Asya Eyaletini kurmasi
sonucu Ephesos, Roma’nin bagimsiz miittefiki konumuna gelmistir (Scherrer, 2006). Kent Helenistik
Donemden itibaren 6zellikle Roma Doneminde 6nemli bir liman kenti konumundaydi. Bu nedenle
cok sayida go¢ almis ve kent biiylimiistiir. Bunun yan: sira Kiigiik Asya’nin gézdesi olan kent impa-
ratorlarin, veliahtlarin ve soylularin gézdesi konumuna gelmistir. Bu nedenle kentte ¢ok sayida imar
faaliyeti gerceklestirilmistir. Bu donemde kente; iiniversite, Serapis Tapinagl, Yamac Evler, Devlet
Agorasinda bulunan bazilika, liman kapisi, Domitian Tapinag: ve Celsus Kiitiiphanesi gibi yapilar
insa edilmistir. Bu yapilar gibi o donemde yapilan pek cok yapiy: giiniimiizde de gorebilmek miim-
kiindiir. Ayrica kente Metropolis Asiae unvani verilmis ve olimpiyat oyunlar kentte oynanabilir hale
gelmistir (Scherrer, 2006). Kent bu 6nemini M.S. 3. yiizyila kadar korumustur ancak 268 yilinda ger-
ceklesen Got saldirilar ile 6nemli 6lciide bir darbe almistir ve kentin gelisimi bu saldirilardan sonra
hicbir zaman eski ihtisami ile gerceklesmemistir. Hele ki bu saldirilardan sonra gerceklesen deprem-
lerden dolay1 kent dokusunda 6nemli degisikler olmustur. Bu siiregelen olaylardan sonra kent Bizans
Dénemine kadar eski gorkemli dénemlerini tekrardan yasayamamustir (Bellibas, 2015).

Ephesos’un Hristiyanlik ve Bizans tarihi agisindan 6énem kazanmas: 1. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinin bagla-
rina kadar gitmektedir. Bunun baslica nedenlerini aktaracak olursak. Aziz Paulus’un M.S. 55-58 yil-
lar1 arasinda Ephesos’ta yasadig1 bilinmektedir. M.S. 70 yilina gelindiginde ise Aziz Yuhanna’'nin Ep-
hesos’ta yasadig1, incili burada yazdig1 ve mezarimin burada oldugu bilinmektedir. Aziz Yuhanna’nin
Incilinde yazdig1 anlatiya gére Isa carmihtayken Meryem Ana’yl ona emanet etmisti. Bu nedenle
Meryem Ana’nin da Ephesos’ta yasamis olduguna inanilmaktadir. Ephesos’un Hristiyanlik tarihi aci-
sindan bagka bir 6nemi ise 431 yilinda gerceklesmistir. Bu yilda gerceklesen olay Efes Konsilidir. Bu
konsilde Meryem Ana “’Theotokos’ yani tanrinin annesi unvanini almigtir ve bu durum Hristiyanlik
tarihi acisindan cok 6nemlidir (Bellibas, 2015). Meryem Ana’nin “Theotokos” unvani almasi ise
pagan ana tanriga kiiltiiniin yeni dindeki devamlilig1 niteligindedir.

M.S. 4. yilizyilda Hristiyanligin yayginlasmasi, ekonomik ve sosyopolitik ortamin degismesi sonu-
cunda kentte yeniden imar faaliyetleri gerceklesmistir. Bu gelismeler sonucunda inga edilen kilise-
ler ise Hristiyan dini mimarisinin gelismesinde biiyiik rol oynamistir. M.S. 4. yiizy1l ve 5. yiizyilda
gerceklesen imar faaliyetlerinde yeni yapilarin insasinin yani sira Imparatorluk dénemi yapilari da
yenilenmistir. Bu déonemde 6zellikle kent Liman bolgesi ve ¢evresinde gelisim gostermistir. Bu faali-
yetler arasinda Hristiyanlik i¢in hac merkezlerinden olan Aziz Yuhanna Bazilikasi, Yedi Uyurlar Ma-
garasi’ndaki ek kompleksler ve Meryem Ana Kilisesi insa edilmistir. M.S. 7. yiizyila kadar 6nemini
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koruyan kent bu yiizyilda baslayan Arap ve Pers akinlar1 sonucunda agir hasar almistir. Bu dénemden
sonra yerlesim Ayasuluk tepesi yakinlarinda yogunlasmaya baslamistir. Bu saldirilarin yani sira kent-
te salgin hastaliklarin da bas gostermesi kentteki insan giiciiniin azalmasina neden olmustur. Zaman
icerisinde giiciinii kaybeden kent 1090 ve 1096 yillar arasinda ilk kez Tiirk himayesi altina girmistir.
Ancak bu kisa dénemden sonra kent tekrardan Bizans kontroliine ge¢mistir. Bu dénemden sonra kent
yerlesiminin Ayasuluk tepesinde daha fazla yogunlastig1 goriilmektedir. 14. yiizyila kadar yani Tiirk
himayesi tekrardan baslayana kadar ise net bir imar faaliyeti gerceklesmemistir (Bellibas, 2015).

14. yiizyildan itibaren Ephesos ve Ayasuluk’ta bariz bir Tiirk egemenligi goriilmektedir. Bu siireci
baglatanlar ise Mentese Beyligi’nden Mentese Bey’in damadi olan Sasa Bey’dir. Sasa Bey 1304 yilin-
da Ayasuluk’ta Tiirk devrini baslatmistir. Lakin Sasa Bey’in hiikiim stiresi dort yil ile kisith kalmigtir
ve 1308 yilinda Aydinogullari’ndan Mehmet Bey’in Sasa Bey’i maglup etmesi sonucu bélgenin yo-
netimi Aydinogullari’na gecmistir. Tiirklerin bolgeyi fethinden sonra ise bolgedeki yerel halkin bir
boliimii zaman igerisinde Tire’ye goc etmistir. Bolgedeki bazi kiliseler ise ya camiye cevrilmis ya da
ambar olarak kullanilmistir. Bu durumun bir 6rnegi Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi’dir. Yapinin cami olarak
kullanildig1 arkeolojik verilerce desteklenmektedir. (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023). Mehmet Bey’in elindeki
topraklar1 ogullarina dagitmasi sonucu Hizir Bey Ayasuluk’un yOnetimine ge¢cmistir. Zaman igeri-
sinde Mehmet Bey’in ve kardesi Umur Bey’in 6liimiinden sonra beyligin basina gecen Hizir Bey,
Ayasuluk’u beyligin merkezi haline getirmistir.

Hizir Bey’in tahmini 1360’ta gerceklesen 6liimiinden sonra ise Isa Bey beyligin yonetimine gec-
mistir. Sanat, kiiltiir ve bilime énem veren ayrica yonetim konusunda gayet yetenekli olan Isa Bey,
beylige en gorkemli zamanlarini yasatmistir. Bu durumdan dolay1 da Ayasuluk bélgesi uzun zaman
sonra ihtisamli giinler yasamistir. Bu siirecte imar faaliyetlerinde artis gerceklesmistir. 1390 yilina
gelindiginde Yildirnnm Bayezid’in b6lgeyi Osmanh topraklarina kattigin1 bilmekteyiz. Ancak 1402’de
Yildirim Bayezid’in Ankara Savasi’nda yenilmesi sonucu Aydinogullar1 Beyligi boélgede tekrar ha-
kimiyet gostermistir. Fakat bu durum pek uzun stirmemistir. Bunun nedeni 1424 yilinda 2. Murad’in
Anadolu’ya yiiriimesi sonucunda 1426’da Ayasuluk ve ¢evresini tamamen Osmanl kontroliine alma-
st ile bolgede Aydinogullari’nin yonetiminden eser kalmamigstir. Bolgede 14. yiizyilda gerceklesen
imar faaliyetlerinden sonra pek bir hareketlilik goriilmemektedir. Hatta bolgedeki arkeolojik kazilar
sonucunda Tiirk-Islam dénemine ait buluntular genel olarak Aydinogullari’na ve erken Osmanli dé-
nemine aittir. Hatta 17. ylizyilda kentin yok olma derecesine geldigi goriilmektedir. 19. yiizyilda ise
kent 6nemini o kadar yitirmistir ki bayram namazi kildiracak bir imamin bile olmadig1, bayram nama-
z1 kilmak isteyenlerin Kusadasi’na gittikleri aktarilir (Bellibasg, 2015). Ancak giiniimiizde bu durum
bdyle degildir. Selguk ili; Ephesos antik kenti, Ayasuluk Tepesi’'nde bulunan Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi
ve Isa Bey Camii sayesinde kiiltiir turizminin ve inang turizminin vazgecilmez duragidir. Kentlesme
bakimindan ise modern bir Tiirkiye kenti konumundadur.

Ephesos Artemis Tapinagi

Anadolu’nun bat1 kiyisinda giiniimiiz Izmir ilinin Selguk ilgesinde Antik Diinya’mn Yedi Harikas1’n-
dan birisi olan Artemis Tapinag1 yer almaktadir. 2015 yilinda ise UNESCO Diinya Kiiltiir Miras1 Ka-
lic1 Listesi’ne girmistir (Biiylikkolanci, 2023). Ephesos’taki ana tanrica kiiltiiniin kékenine deginecek
olursak. Ionialilarin kente gelmesinden daha éncesine kadar gittigi séylenen Artemis kiiltiiniin Ama-
zonlara dayandig: sdylenmektedir. Antik yazarlardan Pausanias bu durumu kanitlar nitelikte aktarim-
lar yapmugtir. Pausanias’in aktarimina gére Bati Anadolu’da Artemis kiiltiiniin Ion géclerinden daha
onceye dayandigin hatta fonlar’in gelmesinden sonra bile Artemison’da yasayan bazi Amazonlarin
oldugunu aktarmigtir. Anadolu’nun ana tanrica kiiltlerinden biri olan Artemis kiiltii fonialilar’in gel-
mesinden sonra Helen bir kimlige sahip olmustur ancak bu kiilt hi¢cbir zaman Anadolulu kékeninden
kopmamustir yani tamamen Yunanh bir tanriga olmamustir. (Yazici ve Ureten, 2020).
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Artemision’da yapilan ilk tapinak M.O. 8. yiizyilda insa edilmistir. Bu tapinak 4x8 ahsap siitun sira-
sina sahiptir ve peripteros planl bir sekilde insa edilmistir. Pek tabii bu tapinagin sadece ilk evresidir
ve Arkaik Donem tapinaginin avlusu iginde kalmistir. Arkaik Dénem tapinagi ise yapinin ikinci evre-
sidir. Ephesos’un M.O. 560’da Lydia kontroliine girmesi ile birlikte Artemision’da yeni bir imar faali-
yeti baglamistir. Bu dénemde insa edilmis olan tapinak eski tapinagin yerine Kral Kroisos’un katkilar1
ile inga edilmistir. Eski tapinaga gore daha biiyiik olan tapinak dipteros planli ve mermer siitunlu
olarak insa edilmistir. 110x60 m. &lgiilerinde ve 106 siitunlu yapinin mimarlari; Samoslu Theodoros,
Metagenes ve Giritli Khersiphorn’dur. Yapi bataklik bir araziye insa edildigi icin temelini saglamlas-
tirmak adina odun komiirii serilmistir. Boyutu ile Didyma Apollon tapinagina rakip olabilecek olan
tapinakta siisleme olarak 6n cephede Lidya Krali Kroisos’un hediyeleri olan columnae caelatae (ka-
bartmali siitun) kullanilmistir. Ayrica yapinin icindeki ve disindaki simalarda ince bir kabartma frizi
mevcuttur (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023).

Tapinagin ticlincii evresi ise Ge¢ Klasik Dénemde insa edilmistir. Yeni tapinagin insa edilmesindeki
sebep ise Arkaik Tapinagn iinlii olmak isteyen Herostratos isimli bir meczup tarafindan M.O. 356’da
Biiyiik iskender’in dogdugu gece yakilmasindan dolayidir. Yeni tapinak Ephesos halkimin katkilar:
ile donemin modasina uygun olarak 2.70 metrelik bir dolgunun iizerine dipteros planda tekrar inga
edilmistir. Tapinagin bu evresi ise Diinya Harikasi olan tapinaktir. Yapinin mimarlari; Demetrios,
Paionios ve Kheirokrates’tir. Tapinagin yeni evresinde Arkaik tapinagin 6n sirada bulunan kabartmali
siitunlar1 ve diger tiim yap1 unsurlarinin neredeyse tamamu yeni tapinakta tekrar kullamlmistir. Tapi-
nagin ahinliginda ise kiilt heykelinin epiphanie yapmasi icin aciklik yer almaktadir (Yazic1 ve Ureten,
2020). Antik yazarlardan Plinius “’Naturalis Historia’’ adli kitabinda bize yap1 hakkinda bilgiler ver-
mistir. Plinius’un aktardiklarina gore tapinak; 115x60 m. 6lciilerinde ve 18.40 m. yiiksekligindedir.
Yapinin gevresi ise tamamen mermerden yapilmig 117 siitun ile cevrelenmistir. Yeni tapinakta ise tist
yap1 elemanlarimin fon nizamli siitun baghklar ile tasindig1 goriilmektedir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023).

Helenistik Donem ve Roma D6nemi boyunca pek cok farli bolgeden ziyaret alan tapinak banka islevi
gormiistiir. M.S. 262 yilindaki depremler sonucu biiyiik hasar gérmiistiir ve bundan tam alt1 y1l son-
ra 268 yilinda gerceklesen Got saldirilar ile yagmalanmistir. Bu hasarlar sonucunda cella duvarina
eklenen destekler ile bir siire daha ayakta kalmistir ancak 400 yilindan sonra tamamen yikilmistir.
Bu yikimin sebebi ise Konstantinopolis Baspiskoposu Yohannes Khrysostomos’un 401 yilinda Ep-
hesos’a gitmesi ve tapinag1 yiktirmasidir. Tapinak yikildiktan sonra yap: unsurlari baska yapilarda
tekrar hayat bulmustur. Alinan yapi elemanlar1 Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi’nde, Ayasuluk tepesinin destek
duvarlarinda, baz: siitunlar Ayasofya’da ve ilerleyen dénemde isa Bey Camii’nde devsirme olarak
kullanilmisgtir.

Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi

Hac icin Tiirkiye’ye gelen Hristiyanlarin gérmeden gecmedigi yapilardan birisi Ayasuluk tepesin-
de bulunan Aziz Yuhanna kilisesidir. Yap1 iki farkli evreye sahiptir. Bu evreler sirasiyla Justinianus
Oncesi Bazilika ve Justinianus Dénemi Bazilika olarak adlandirilir. Ayasuluk tepesinde bulunan ilk
Hristiyan yapisi Aziz Yuhanna’nin mezar anitiydi. Hristiyan Efesliler tarafindan 3. yiizyilda yapilan
mezar anit1 kare planli bir yapiya sahiptir. 4. yilizyila gelindiginde ise mezar anit1 ahsap catili ve hag
planl bir bazilikanin igerisine alinmistir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023). Koch bu dénem bazilikasin kollar
cok nefli ha¢ planh olarak siniflandirmistir. Yapinin biinyesinde ise bir vaftizhane ve liturjik eserlerin
korundugu hazine binasi “’skeuophylakion” yer almaktadir (Koch, 2015). Yapida énemli olan bir
o0zellik narteksin dogruca anit mezara bakiyor olmasidir. Yapinin ilk evresi hakkinda aktarilabilecek-
ler bu kadardir. Bunun nedeni ise ¢aligmalarin ilk evre iizerine yogunlasmamigs olmasidir (Biiyiikko-
lanci, 2023).

Yapinin ikinci evresi ise Justinianus Dénemi Kilise olarak adlandirilir. ilk evrenin 467-468 deprem-
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lerinde harap duruma geldigi aktarilmaktadir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023). Bu nedenle 540-550 yilinda Im-
parator Justinianus (527-565) esi Theodora ile birlikte yapiy1 Latin Hag¢1 planli kubbeli bazilikaya
doniistiirmiislerdir. Ek olarak yapida ¢ok katlilik mevcuttur iist katinda bir galeri yer almaktadir. Plan
bakimindan Konstantinopolis’te bulunan On iki Havari (Havariyyun) Kilisesi’ne benzemistir. Ancak
yapinin tamamen Justinianus déneminde yapildigini aktarmak yanlis olur (Koch, 2015). Bunun ne-
deni yapinin transept ve apsis kisimlarinda bulunan tuglalara ait 6l¢iilerin farkliliklar1 ve siitun bag-
liklarinda yer alan monogramlarin bu kisimlardaki siitunlarda yer almamasindan kaynaklanmaktadir.
Yiiksek ihtimalle yapi, imparator Justinianus’dan énce imparator Justinus (518-527) déneminde ya-
pilmaya baglanmisti ama yarim kalmist1 (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023).

Yapinin béliimlerine bakacak olursak. Atrium; yapinin batisinda yer alan atriumun 6lciileri 34.70
x 47.00 m. Olgilerindedir. Atrium 6zellik olarak ortada bulunan acik alani ii¢ yandan cevreleyen
portiklere ve bunlarin disinda gezinme yerlerine sahiptir. Portiklerin genisligi ise 4.70 m., 6niindeki
siitunlar ise 3.50 m. yiiksekligindedir. Siitunlarin iizerinde kompozit bagliklar ile birlikte impostlar
yer almaktadir. Gezinme yerlerinin genisligi ise 2.40 m.’dir. Atriumun dogusunda ise bes adet kap1
aciklig1 mevcuttur. Son olarak atrium, batida 10 m. yiiksekligi bulan tonozlu bir altyapi ile yapay teras
olusturularak yapildig icin batidan giris miimkiin degildir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023).

Eksonarteks (dis hol) ve naretks (i¢ hol); yapinin orijinalinde olmayan eksonarteksin yapiya tahmini
10-12. yiizyilda eklendigi diisiiniilmektedir. Atriuma yedi kapi, nartekse ise ti¢ kapi ile baglantisi var-
dir. Nartreks; yapinin orijinalinde de olan narteksin on adet kap1 acikligi mevcuttur. Bu acikliklarin iig
tanesi eksonartekse oradan da atriuma agilmaktadir, kuzey ve giineyde yer alan iki adet kapi ise halkin
ve din adamlarinin nartekse girmesine yaramaktaydi. Ortada bulunan ii¢ kapi ise din adamlarinin ana
nefe girmesine yariyordu. Naretksin iist ortiisii hakkinda ise iki adet goriis mevcuttur. Bu goériislerden
birisi iistiinii kubbelerle ortiilii oldugu digeri ise atriuma dogru tek egimli bir catinin oldugu yoniin-
dedir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023).

Nefler; hag planh yapimin batisinda ana nefler yer almaktadir. Ug adet neften olusan béliimiin istii
orta nefte iki adet kubbe ile ortiiliidiir. Yan nefler ise iki kathdir. Yan nefler ile orta nef {i¢ sira fil ayagi
ve aralarinda dort adet siitun ile ayrilmistir. Fil ayaklar1 kubbeleri tasimaktadir. Fil ayaklarinin ara-
sinda bulunan ve Marmara Adasi’ndan imparatorun hediyesi olarak getirilen siitunlarin ion-impost
basliklarinin orta nefe bakan yiiziinde ise Imparator Justinianus ve esi Theodora’nin monogramlari
yer almaktadir. Alt kat siitunlar ve st kat korkuluk siitunlar1 arasinda ise korkuluk levhalar yer al-
maktadir. Alt katta bulunan korkuluk levhalar1 neflerin ayrimi icin kullanmilmigtir. Zemin kaplamasin-
da ise opus sectile kullanildig1 goériilmektedir. Son olarak duvarlarda iist kat seviyesine kadar mermer
kaplamalarin yer almaktadir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023).

Ambon, bema ve synthronon; kutsal metinlerin okundugu kiirsii olan ambon orta nefin dogusunda yer
almaktadir. Ambon, zeminden biraz yiiksekte bulunan solea ile bema alanina baglanmaktadir. Nefler
ile hag kollarinin kesistigi noktada yer alan bema alani tipki solea gibi zeminden yiiksektedir. Bu bo-
liimiin altinda Aziz Yuhanna’nin mezar yer almaktadir. Bemanin tabani ¢ok renkli, geometrik desen-
lere sahip mermerler ile kaphdir. Bu alanin iizerinde bir adet altar ve kiboriona ait dort kiiciik siitun
bulunmaktadir. Kiborion’un iizerinin ise kubbe ile ortiilii oldugu kabul edilmektedir. Bu alanin iist
ortiisiindeki kubbenin ise yapidaki diger kubbelerden daha yiiksek oldugu kabul edilmektedir. Cevre-
sindeki siitunlarin ve korkuluk levhalarinin bazilar restore edilmis olan bema alaninin dogusunda ise
ayinler sirasinda sadece din adamlarinin oturabildigi synthronon yer almaktadir. Bu alanin ortasinda
ise sadece bagpiskoposun oturabildigi kathedra yer almaktadir. Bema ile synthronon arasinda ise Aziz
Yuhanna’in mezarina inen bir koridorun girisi yer almaktadir. Onun hemen batisinda bulunan bir kare
seklindeki delikten ise yilin belli zamanlarinda kutsal tozun yiikseldigine inanilmaktadir. Bema’nin
¢vresinde bulunan siitunlarin iizerinde yer alan arsitravlarda ise Tevrat’tan alintilar yer almaktadir. Bu
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alintilarin kilisenin son evresi olan 11. yiizyila ait oldugu kabul edilmektedir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023).

Apsis ve hag kollari; yapinin normal boyutlu diger kiliselerden farkli olmasindan dolay: apsis alani
synthrononun arkasinda kalmistir. Bunun nedeni mezar alaninin merkezde olmasindan, bema alinin
mezarin lizerinde yer almasindan ve synthrononun da bu nedenle merkezde kalmasindan dolayidir.
Ana nefleri dik kesen hag kollar1 olan ise ¢ok neflli bir plandadir. Her bir hag kolu iicer neften olus-
maktadir. Hag kollarinin tizeri ise kubbeler ile ortiiliidiir. Bu kubbeleri ise dorder fil ayag: ve bu fil
ayaklar1 arasinda bulunan ticer siitun tasimaktadir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023).

Hazine dairesi (skeuophylakion) ve vaftizhane; kuzey hag kolunun kuzeyinde yer alan hazine dairesi
ana yapiya bitisik olarak inga edilmistir. Hazine dairesinin dogusunda bulunan apsisli oda ile birlikte
insa edilen 11.85 x 14.25 6lciilerine sahip olan yapinin iki kath oldugu kabul edilir. Kareye yakin bir
plana sahip olan yapinin merkezinde capi 6.30 m. olan ana mekan vardir. Ana mekanin dort tarafinda
dort kol ve koselerde ise dort adet kdse odasi vardir. Yapida malzeme olarak ise tugla, tas almagik
orgii vardir. Ek olarak ; Artemis Tapinagi’ndan getirilen devsirme taglar da kullanilmigtir. Duvarlarda
kaplama olarak ise mermer kaplama ile mermer taklidi fresk kaplama kullanildig1 goriilmiistiir. Ha-
zine dairesi ile hag¢ kolu arasinda ise tonoz ortiilii apsidal bir giris holii yer almaktadir. Bu hol batida
vaftizhaneye doguda ise sapele (baslangicta hazine dairesinin bir b6liimii olan sapel Orta Bizans D6-
nemi’nde kilisedeki onarimlar sirasinda sapel olarak kullanilmistir. I¢ kisminda ise Timotheus, isa ve
Aziz Yuhanna freskleri yer almaktadir.) agilmaktadir. Vaftizhane hakkinda bilgi verecek olursak. Yap1
neflerin kuzeyinde yer almaktadir ve 734m?’lik bir alan kaplamaktaduir. Plan olarak ise oktagon planl
bir merkezi cevreleyen koridor ve en diglarda kuzey-giiney dogrultuda uzanan apsisli odalardan olus-
maktadir. Yapinin merkezinde dogu ve batida iicer merdivenle inilen vaftiz havuzu yer almaktadir.
Oktagonun dort tarafinda kapi agikhigi yer almaktadir diger dort kosesinde ise karsilikli simetrik
yarim daire nisler ve nislerde cevre koridoruna bakan pencereler yer almaktadir. Yapinin zemini ise
beyaz ve gri renklerde mermer, ¢cevre koridorunda ise opus sectile taban kaplamasi yer almaktadir.
Yarim daire niglerin kenarlarinda ise postamentli siitunlar bulunmaktadir. Bu siitunlarin ¢ap1 9.00 m.
olan kubbeyi tasiyan siitunlar olduklar1 kabul edilmistir. Postamentli siitunlarin ise biiyiik olasilikla
devsirme oldugu kabul edilmistir. Siitunlarin iistiinde impostlar ve onlarin {istiinde ise arsitravdan
daha cok konsola benzer yap: elemanlari mevcuttur. Son olarak oktagonda kullanilan nigler cevre
koridorunda da kullanilmistir ve bu uygulama yapiya hareketlilik katmistir. Ayrica koridorda 2. Hagh
Seferleri sirasinda buraya yerlestirildigi anlasilan lahit mezarlar da yer almaktadir. Bu yapiya benzer
vaftizhaneler ise Side Vaftizhanesi ve Kuzey Suriye’de bulunan Kalat Seman vaftizhanesidir (Biiytiik-
kolanci, 2023).

Yap1 zaman igerisinde pek ¢cok depremde hasar gormiistiir ancak esas harap hale gelisi camii olarak
kullanildiktan sonra (Eksonarteksin giineyinde bulunan minare temeli bunun bir kanitidir.) gercekles-
mistir. Yap1 hakkinda ise aktarilabilecekler genel olarak bu kadardir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023).

isa Bey Camii

Aydinoglu isa Bey tarafindan yaptirilan isa Bey Camii Selcuk’ta bulunan diger Aydinogullar yapilari
arasinda en gorkemli olanidir. Isa Bey Camii konum olarak Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi’nin bulundugu
Ayasuluk tepesinin bati yamaclarinda yer almaktadir. Bu durum ytizyillardir planlanan sehri Ayasu-
luk cevresinde toplama arzusunun bir gercegidir. Bu duruma ek olarak kiitiiphane, imaret, hamam ve
mescit gibi yapilar da bu ¢evrede bulunmaktadir. Camii topografya olarak bir yamagcta yer aldigl icin
dogu ve kuzey cephelerinin bir kismu toprak {ist seviyesinin asagisinda kalan yapinin kapladigi alan
ise 48.68 x 56.53 m. odlciilerindedir (Ogan, 1953). Camii’nin bat1 kapisi iizerinde yer alan kitabede
mimarinin Suriyeli Ali ibn el Dimigki oldugu ve 1375 yilinda yapildig1 yazmaktadir. Yapi mimarindan
dolay1 dogu esintilidir. Yapinin hem mimarisinde hem de siislemelerinde dogunun hatta Suriye’nin et-
kisi bariz bir sekilde mevcuttur (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023). Yapi plan olarak enine uzanan iki sahindan, bu
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sahinlar1 mihrap aksinda kesen dikine bir sahindan ve tizerinde iki kubbeden olusmaktadir. Sahinlar
ise mihraba paralel sekilde uzanan bes adet sivri kemerle ve gévdesi ile birlikte tamamen devsirme
olan dort adet siitunla ayrilmistir. Granit gévdeli bu siitunlarin bagliklarinin {i¢ tanesi déneme uygun
mukarnasl siitun bashg bir tanesi ise Roma Donemi kompozit siitun basligidir.

Kubbelere destek icin yerlestirilen kuzey-giiney dogrultulu kemerler ise yapiy1 adeta iki ana boltime
ayirmistir. Sahinlarin iist ortiistinde kubbe haricinde bir de kirma cati kullanilmigtir. Bunun haricinde
yapinin kuzeyinde 32 x 52 m. Ol¢iilerinde yapiya nazaran daha biiyiik bir alan kaplayan ¢ tara-
f1 revaklarla gevrili bir avlu bulunmaktadir. Avlunun tam merkezinde ise sadirvan yer almaktadur.
Avlunun giineyinde, dogu ve bati koselerinde karsilikli ve simetrik olarak yerlestirilmis minareler
yiikselmektedir. Bu minarelerden sadece batida bulunan ayaktadir. Avluya giris kuzey, dogu ve bati
yonlerinden saglanmaktadir. Harim alanina giris ise kuzeyde bulunan ticlii acikliktan saglanmaktadir.
Yapinin sadece bat1 ve giiney boliimleri toprak {ist seviyesinin asagisinda kalmadig icin 6zellikle bu
béliimlerde amtsal nitelikte tas isciligi mevcuttur. Iscilik bakimindan kiyaslandiginda da 6zellikle
bat1 cephesi ilgi cekicidir. Bu cephe devsirme taslar ile 6zenli bir sekilde yapilmistir. Diger cepheler-
de kesme tas ve kirec taglari ile yapilan 6zensiz bir 6rgii mevcuttur (Kalfazade, 1988). Bat1 cephedeki
tac kapida ¢ift renkli tas isciligi ve mukarnash kavsara mevcuttur. Bati ta¢ kapinin yiiksek nisi mukar-
nas ile doldurulmus ve en dista renkli tas isciligi ile zenginlestirilmistir. Mukarnasin tizerinde yelpaze
seklinde bir forma sahip ve ici palmet, rumi motifleri ile siislenmis olan kavsaranin bitiminden hemen
sonra renkli tas isciligi baglamaktadir (renkli tas isciligi pencere agikliklarinda da yer almaktadir.).
Kemerin hemen bitimi ile baglayan renkli tas isciliginin merkezinde diigsey hatta ortadaki diger ikisi-
ne gore daha biiyiik olan {i¢ adet dairesel diigiim yer almaktadir. Bu diigtimlerin etrafinda ise koseli
hatlara sahip diigiimler devam etmektedir.

Yapinin i¢ kesimi incelendiginde; mihrap aksinda iki adet kubbe bulunmaktadir. Bu kubbeler 9.36 m.
ve 8.13 m. ¢capindadirlar (Cibuk, 2019). Mihrap 6nii kubbesi siiphesiz yapidaki siisleme detaylar1 hak-
kinda bilgi edinebilecegimiz yegane yerdir. Bunun nedeni ise yapinin uzun siire boyunca atil kalmasi
ve (st Ortiisiiniin zarar gormesinden kaynakhdir. Kubbeye gecis mozaik cini siislemelere sahip pan-
dantifler ile saglanmistir. Pandantiflerin iizerinde ise kademeli olarak genisleyerek sekizgen kasnaga
gecisi saglayan mukarnas formlu al¢i dolgunun iizerine yerlestirilmis ciniler yer almaktadir. Sekizgen
kasnakta ise altigen ¢ini levhalardan yapilma bir friz bulunmaktadir. Kasnaktan kubbe yuvarlagina
geciste; al¢1 formu gozle goriilebilir sekilde olan mukarnaslar kullamilmistir. Mukarnas sirasi sekiz-
gen kasnagin koselerinde ii¢ sira iken pencere agikliklarinin iizerinde tek siraya kadar diismektedir.
Kubbe yuvarlagi giiniimiizde siva ile kaplidir. Ancak sivanin altindan az da olsa motifler belli olmak-
tadir. Stvanin altinda kalem isi tekniginde distan ige dogru daralan bitkisel ve geometrik bir siisleme
yer almaktadir (Kalfazade, 1988). Kubbede kullanilan ¢inilerin renkleri ise koyu mavi, kahverengi ve
firuzedir (Aslanapa, 1973). Yapinin mihrap aksinda kuzeyde kalan kubbesi giiniimiizde tamamen siva
ile kapl oldugundan dolay1 6zgiinti hakkinda pek bir bilgi vermemektedir. Sadece kubbe kasnaginda
lotuz palmet frizi yer almaktadir.

Caminin bagka bir unsuru olan mihrap ve minber de 6zgiin olarak bulunmamaktadir. Mihrabin 19.
yiizyilda yapinin kervansaray olarak kullanildig1 dénemde kap1 agmak i¢in tahrip edildigi yaygin bir
goriistiir. Bu islem sirasinda mihrabin iist kismi izmir’de bulunan Kestane Pazar1 Camii’ne gotiiriil-
miistiir (Aslanapa, 1973). Orijinal mihraptan sadece alinlikta bulunan ayet seridi ve gercevesinden
bir parca kalmistir. Bu hasarli kisim ise 1895 yilinda Avusturya Arkeoloji Enstitiisii tarafindan restore
edilmistir (Kalfazade, 1988). Yapinin i¢ mekaninda siisleme hakkinda baska bilgi verebilecek bati
duvarinda bulunan pencereler ve konsollardan baska unsur yer almamaktadir.

isa Bey Camii gecmisten giiniimiize tarihe tamklik ederek gelmis, antik dénemi biinyesinde ya-
satmis ve zaman zaman yalnizligina terk edilmis bir yapidir. Lakin giiniimiizde yapilan restorasyon
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calismalari ve turizmin katkilariyla tekrar hayat bulmustur. isa Bey Camii hakkinda aktarilabilecek
bilgiler genel hatlariyla bu kadardir.

TARTISMA VE SONUC

Kiiciik Asya’nin 6nemli bir merkezi olan Ephesos ¢aglar boyunca ilginin merkezi olmustur. Pek ¢ok
kez yeniden yerlesim kurulan bolge dinler ve dini mimari agisindan énem arz etmistir. Antik Diin-
ya’nin siiphesiz en harika yapilarindan biri olan Artemis Tapinagi bu durumun en erken ve gosterisli
ornegidir. Anadolu’nun ana tanrica kiiltiiniin en {inlii 6rnegi olan Artemis Tapinagi bulundugu bélge-
nin kosullarindan dolayi birden fazla kez yeniden insa edilmistir. Bataklik bolgede bulunan tapinagin
Arkaik Dénem evresinde temele yapilan uygulamalar ile sorunlar ¢éziilmeye calisilmistir. Ancak pek
yeterli olmadig1 géz oniindedir. Antik yazarlar tarafindan tapinagi Arkaik Dénem evresinin Herostra-
tos isimli bir meczup tarafindan yakildig: aktarilmaktadir. Ancak bu kaynaklara tamamen giivenmek
yersizdir. Elimizdeki en somut 6rnek tapinagin bulundugu alanda yatmaktadir. Yumusak zeminden
kaynakl yapisal sorunlardan dolay: tapinagin yeni bir insa evresine girmesi tamamen dogaldir. Pek
tabii bu sorun Geg Klasik evrede 2.70 m.’lik bir dolgu ile ¢oziilmeye calisilmistir. Arkaik Donem
tapinagina ait neredeyse tiim yapi elemanlarinin kullanildigi bu evre Antik Diinya’nin Yedi Harika-
si’ndan biridir.

Plan ve uygulanan diizen bakimindan Didyma Apollon Tapinag: ve Samos Hera Tapinagi ile benzer-
lik gostermektedir. Tapinagin Arkaik Dénem evresinin plan bakimindan Samos Hera Tapinagi’ndan
esinlendigini séylemek miimkiindiir. Her iki tapinak da devasa boyutlar1 ve plani ile Ephesos Arte-
mis Tapinagi ile benzerlik gostermektedir. Artemis Tapinaginda gordiigiimiiz arazi sikintis1 Didyma
Apollon Tapinagi’nda karsimiza ¢ikmamaktadir. Bunun nedeni ise Apollon Tapinagi’nin nispeten
corak ve tepelik bir arazide yer almasindan dolayidir. Bunun sebebi ise su kaynagimin varhgidir. iki
tapinak arasindaki benzerlik ise sadece ayni planlari kullanmalar1 ile sinirh degildir. Her iki tapinak
da ion tipi siitunlara ve malzeme olarak farkli yerel tas malzemelere sahiptir. Son benzerlik ise sii-
tunlarda bulunan plastik detaylar olan columnae caelataelerdir. ion heykeltrashgimin Arkaik Dénem
harikalar1 olan bu iki 6rnek de giintimiize ¢ok az bir kismi korunarak gelmistir. Apollon Tapinagi’na
ait olan iki adet Arkaik kore baslar1 “M.O. 6. Yiizy1l” Ephesos Artemis Tapinagina ait olan kore ba-
sindan tamamen farklidir. Bunun ilk nedeni Didyma ornekleri frontal olarak betimlenirken Ephesos
orneginin cepheden betimlenmesidir. Ikinci neden ise Ephesos érnegindeki saglarin agikta olmas ve
bir sa¢ bandi ile ikiye ayrilmasidir. Sa¢ bandinin ayrimui ile iki farkl stilde uygulama yapilmistir. Sag
bandinin asagisinda kalan percemler dalgali bir formda islenirken sagin geri kalanu stilistik arkaik do-
nem saclar gibi orgiilii bir formda islenmistir. Ancak bu detaylar Didyma 6rneginde mevcut degildir
(Ozkan, 2019).

Tapinagin alinhiginda bulunan epiphanie agikli: ise farkli tapinaklarda karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu
aciklik ayni tanrica olan Artemis’e adanmis olan Magnesia Artemis Tapinagi’nda ve farkli bir tanrica
kiiltii olan Lagina Hekate Tapinagi’nda karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Her iki tanriganin da ay ile baglan-
tisindan dolay1 bu uygulamanin yapilmasi gayet normaldir. Biiyiik ihtimalle ay 1s181nin bu aciklik
araciligi ile kiilt heykeline carptig1 saatlerde tapinagin kapilari acilip tanricanin goérkemi halka gos-
terilmekteydi. Ug farkli inga evresine sahip olan tapinak zaman icerisinde Got saldiral ve depremler
ile biiyiik hasar almigtir. Onarilarak 401 yilina kadar kullanilan tapinak hakkinda kilise olarak kulla-
nildigina dair goriisler de mevcuttur. Ancak bu durum net degildir. Son olarak tapinagin 401 yilinda
Konstantinopolis Bagpiskoposu Yohannes Khrysostomos tarafindan yiktirilmasi ise bélgedeki pagan
inancinin zoraki bir sekilde ortadan kaldirilmasi olarak yorumlanabilir. Ephesos Artemis Tapinagi
giiniimiize ¢ok az bir kismui ile gelmistir. Yap1 elemanlar1 farkl yapilara hayat vermistir.

Ayasuluk Tepesi’nde yer alan Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi 6. yiizyilda Imparator Justinianus déneminde
insa edilmis olup anitsal Bizans mimarisinin Konstantinopolis disindaki bir 6rnegidir. Pek tabii bu
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durumun nedeni kilisesinin Aziz Yuithanna’nin mezari iizerinde yer almasindan ve hac merkezi olma-
sindan kaynaklanmaktadir. Yap: plan agisindan giiniimiizde Istanbul Fatih Camii altinda kalan Ha-
variyyun (Kutsal Havariler) Kilisesi’ne benzetilmektedir (Biiyiikkolanci, 2023). Plan tipi Yunan hag1
olan yapinin benzerlikleri; her bir mekanin tistiiniin kubbeler ile kapali olmasi, bema ve synthrononun
merkezde yer almasi ve apsisin synthrononun arkasinda kalmasi olarak siralanabilir. Ek olarak her iki
yapl da ii¢ adet nefe sahiptir ve kubbeler fil ayaklari {izerinde yiikselmektedir. Daha sonraki zamanlar-
da ise Havariyyun Kilisesi’nin plan1 Venedik Aziz Marko Kilisesi’nde uygulanmistir. Aziz Yuhanna
Kilisesi’nin karsilagtirabilecegimiz bir diger yap1 ise cagdasi olan Ayasofya’dir. Her iki yapinin da
benzer malzemeler ile ayaga kaldirildig1 sdylenebilir. Bunun nedeni hem Ayasofya’da hem de Aziz
Yuhanna Kilisesi’nde Ephesos’tan getirilen devsirme malzemelerin kullanilmasidir. Bunun haricinde
her iki yapida da uygulanan kubbeler yerel bir 6lceklendirmeye sahiptir.

Konstantinopolis’te bulunan Ayasofya’da kubbeler sanki goksel bir merkeziyet varmiscasina goge
ylikselmektedir ve kentin 6nemine uygundur. Ancak Aziz Yuhanna Kilisesi’nde bu durumun zitti
mevcuttur ve tasraya gore olan yatay ve dengeli bir mekan diizenlemesi yapilmistir. Fakat bu duruma
nazaran yapinin biiyiik bir 6zenle yapildig1 s6ylenebilir. Yap1 uzun siire boyunca ayakta kalmistir.
Kullanilmaz duruma gelmesi; Tiirklerin Ayasuluk’a gelmesi ve kiliseyi camiye ¢evirmesinden sonra
gerceklesmistir. Biiyiik olasilikla isa Bey Camii insa edildikten sonra camiye déniistiiriilen kilise
onemini yitirmisti. Bu baglamda bakildiginda kilisenin islev bakimindan degisimi Bizans dénemin-
de de mevcuttur. Ancak bu doéniistim yapinin unsurlarinda gerceklesmistir. Bu durumun bir 6rnegi
kilisenin bat1 ha¢ kolunda bulunan zeytinyag isligi olarak kullanilan bir phialedir. Oziinde kutsal su
teknesi olarak kullanilmis olan phiale daha sonraki dénemlerde ekonomik ve yapisal doniisiim kosul-
lar igerisinde yeniden degerlendirilmistir (Mimaroglu-Karabacak, 2021). Bu durum bizlere Bizans
déneminde kiliselerde siireklilik ve dontisiimiin varhigini gostermektedir.

Aydinogullar1 Beyligi’nin siiphesiz en gérkemli yapisi olan isa Bey Camii batida dogunun sanatini
barindiran bir eserdir. Dogu etkisinin sebebi ise Suriye asilli olan mimar1 Ali ibn el Dimiski’den do-
lay1dir. Asil adi Ali b. Miiseymes olan mimarin adina isa Bey Camii’nin kitabesinde rastlanmaktadr.
Kendisi; Amasya’daki Bayezid Pasa Camii (1419) ile Merzifon’daki Celebi Mehmed Medresesi’nin
mimar1 Ebi Bekir b. Muhammed b. Hamza el-Miiseymes ve Karaca Bey Kiilliyesi’ni (1444) yapan
Sinaneddin Ahmed b. Eb{ Bekir el-Miiseymes ile ayni aileden gelmektedir (S6nmez, 1989). Bu ne-
denle kendisinin mimar bir aileden gelmesinden dolayr mimarligi cocukluktan itibaren 6grendigi ve
mimarhik kiiltiiriine hakim oldugu sdylenebilir.

Yapida siisleme olarak Zengi esintileri bariz bir sekilde mevcuttur. Bu durum bat1 ta¢ kapida daha
nettir. Camii plan semasi olarak; enine uzanan iki adet sahina ve bu sahinlari mihrap aksinda dik
kesen bagka bir sahina sahiptir. Ust értiide ise mihrap aksinda iki adet kubbeye sahiptir. Ek olarak da
etrafi revaklar ile cevrili bir avlusu bulunmaktadir. Plan semasi olarak benzedigi yapilar doguda ve
Anadolu’nun disinda yer almaktadir. Diyarbakir Ulu Camii Anadolu’nun dogusundan verilebilecek
bir érnektir. Genis bir avluya ve beredeyse bu avlunun yarisi kadar bir harime sahip olan camii plan
ve renkli tas isciligi ile Isa Bey Camii’ne benzerlik gostermektedir. Enine uzanan ii¢ adet sahina ve
mihrap aksinda bu sahinlar1 dik kesen baska bir sahina sahip olan yapida mihrap aksinda kubbe yer
almamaktadir. isa Bey Camii’nden tamamen farkli olarak mihrap 6nii kubbesi yerine kirma bir cat1
kullanilmigtir. Bu sayede camiinin kuzey cephesi Sam Emeviye Camii’ne de benzerlik géstermistir.
Siyah ve beyaz renginin hakim oldugu yapida renkli tas isciliginin varli da isa Bey Camii ile benzer-
lik gostermektedir.

Emeviye Camii’nin kiigiik élgekli bir kopyas1 olan isa Bey Camii plan bakimindan biiyiik 6lciide
benzerlik gostermektedir. Camii’nin harim kismi enine ii¢ adet sahindan ve mihrap aksinda dik bir
sahindan olugmaktadir. Ust ortii olarak da {i¢ sahimn iizeri kirma cati ile értiiliidiir. Dik sahinin iizeri
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de yine kirma catiya sahiptir ancak orta sahina denk gelen kisimda fil ayaklarindan destek alan ve
yliksek bir kasnak tizerinde yiikselen bir kubbe yer almaktadir. Kubbe kasnagina acilan pencereler
de bir aydinlik feneri gérevi gormektedir. Yapinin avlusu da isa Bey Camii ile benzerlik gosterir. Ug
tarafi revaklar ile gevrili olan avlunun merkezinde bir adet sadirvan yer almaktadir. Gerek yapidaki
farkl iscilikleri gerekse de bulundugu bélgeye dogunun esintisini getiren 6zellikleri ile essiz bir yap1
olan Isa Bey Camii ayn1 zamanda kullanilan devsirme yap1 malzemeleri ile hayat bulmustur. Ne yazik
ki gliniimiize 6zgiin hali ile ulasmamistir ancak yapilan restorasyonlar ile turizme kazandirilmigtir.

Ephesos-Selcuk’un sadece antik bir kentten ya da hac merkezinden ibaret olmadig; Tiirk-islam
acisindan da zengin bir kaynaga sahip oldugu daha fazla vurgulanmalidir ve bu konuda calismalar
gerceklestirilmelidir.
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Abstract

Islamic political theory represents a profound epistemological field that seeks to deduce the founda-
tions of governance and the relationship between authority and the Ummah (community), in accor-
dance with the objectives of the noble Shari’a (Magasid). Its centrality stems from its role as a bridge
between scriptural texts and the realistic challenges facing Islamic societies. Intellectual perspectives
regarding Islamic political theory have evolved through successive historical stages: beginning with
the Classical School and the various disciplines within which politics was examined; passing through
Modern Reformism, which sought to diagnose political phenomena and offer suitable theses regard-
ing jurisprudential grounding and interaction with reality; and arriving at Contemporary Visions pre-
sented by thinkers of the modern school with multidisciplinary backgrounds. This research aims to
study the theses of these schools through the following themes: the features of political thought among
early scholars (predecessors), followed by the Reformist School, then the Contemporary School, and
finally, the impact of the modern nation-state on the production of Islamic political thought. Adopt-
ing an analytical and inductive approach by referring to diverse primary and secondary sources, this
study contributes to existing literature by establishing a teleological (Maqasidi) and ethical link with
political theory in Shari’a, alongside a brief evaluation of the impact of the modern state. The scope
of this research is limited to Sunni political jurisprudence; it does not address Shiite political jurispru-
dence, nor does it detail contemporary political movements extensively. The research concludes that
Islamic political theorizing, across its various chronological stages, has methodologically intersected
with other branches of knowledge, including Jurisprudence (Figh), Philosophy, Theology (Agidah),
Ethics, History, and Sociology (Umran). Furthermore, it finds that Islamic political thought has his-
torically interacted with its lived reality, a feature that is particularly evident in the Reformist and
Contemporary schools, and specifically within Islamic political intellectual currents.

Keywords: Political Theory, Schools of Thought, Legitimacy, Shura (Consultation), Objectives of
Shari’a (Maqasid), Good Governance, Political Ethics.
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